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Senior Research Scholar at the School of International
and Public Affairs, Columbia University. He served on the
National Security Council under Presidents Ford, Carter,
and Reagan. Executive Director of Gulf/2000 Project,
an international online research project on political,
economic and security developments in the Persian Gulf.
He has authored two books and numerous articles on US
Gulf policy and earned a Ph.D. from Columbia University
in1973.

America: The Hesitant Hegemon

Although the United States is correctly regarded as
a hegemonic power in the Gulf today, its history of
engagement in the region is marked by reluctance,
uncertainty and policy reversals. The initial shift in US
policy came in the midst of the prolonged stalemate of the
Iran-Iraq war and particularly after the debacle of secret
arms sales to Iran. Arab states such as Kuwait, which had
previously resisted the growth of US military presence in
the area, were now requesting American defense of their
shipping. The US entry into the region was accelerated
by the Iragi invasion of Kuwait and the US creation of an
unprecedented coalition that successfully defeated the
Iraqgi forces. That very large contingent of US forces and its
considerable supporting infrastructure made possible the
twin invasions of Afghanistan and Irag and the subsequent
war against terrorist elements throughout the region. The
United States today has an immense military footprint
in the Persian Gulf and is widely regarded as the regional
hegemon. However, there are signs that the United States
is tiring of this role and may gradually revert back to its
earlier, more modest level of engagement. If so, there
are other outside powers, specifically China, that may be
poised to take advantage of any change.
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Director of the Center for Gulf and Arabian Peninsula
Studies at Kuwait University and Professor of Political
Sociology there. He is a supervisor of postgraduate studies
in sociology and consultant for the Alam al-Maarifa
book series published by the Kuwaiti National Council
for Culture. He has written a number of books on Gulf
societies and Arab culture.

The Social Fabric in the Gulf Countries and
Subsequent Challenges

While Gulf societies are located in one of the most
studied geographical regions, they are among the least
well understood. This epistemological fact is known to
those who have lived there and studied the enormous
and unprecedented development of these societies.
This deficit in understanding may be the result of a lack
of correct, impartial methodology to understand these
societies and their development and in the analytical
tools used by many researchers to interpret phenomenain
these societies having been derived from other societies.
This author suggests that Gulf studies that have dealt
with political, economic, and social transformations are
inaccurate because they are filled with preconceptions.
Therefore, the importance of this study stems from the
recognition that the social and value transformations
and the question of identity in these societies requires
research and investigation from a critical perspective.
To address these contradictions, this paper attempts to
examine the socioeconomic transformations in the Gulf
Arab countries by following events, as well as by reading
these transformations from a critical and forward looking
perspective. The results show that these societies have
developed in the shadow of a social fabric rooted in the
desert and the sea, with trade based on pearl diving and
fishing and the tides bringing in migration from the North
and South to these coastal areas.
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Professor of Sociology in the Social Sciences Department,
College of Arts and Sciences, Qatar University.She was
Director of the Center for Humanities & Social Sciences
(CHSS), Qatar University from September 2014 until
April 2018. She has numerous publications including
"The Relation Between Spaces and Cultural Change:
Supermalls and Cultural Change in Qatari Society,"
published by Scientific Culture in 2017.

Pluralistic Identities in the Gulf States from the
Tribe to the Nation State

This study raises a number of questions over the ability of
the Arab Gulf populations to achieve harmony between
their religious and historical heritage, a long-standing issue
that is re-emerging in light of the current fundamental
challenges facing the Gulf domestically and abroad. The
paper goes on to examine the current reality experienced
by Gulf citizens, under the auspices of states that lack
real mechanisms to achieve and promote the values
of citizenship. It examines the structural formation
represented by the existence of tribes to which the
population of the Arab Gulf states belong. The paper
argues that these challenges, which are at the core of
identity formation in the Arab Gulf States, have created
contradictions at the level of belonging and also at the level
of action and behavior. It poses the following questions:
Are these contradictions preventing the formation of a
dominant/public identity? And are the obstacles facing
the emergence of national identity and state identity
contributing to the survival of tribal identity as a pattern
and atemporal link to a primitive structure that prevents
structures more accommodating to the stimuli for
renaissance and modernization from succeeding?
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Research Officer at the Middle East Centre at the
London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE).
She received her DPhil in Politics from the University of
Oxford in 2015, her thesis revising rentier state theory
by examining the role of Muslim Brotherhood groups
in the Gulf. These findings were published by Oxford
University Press in 2018 as Rentier Islamism: The Influence
of the Muslim Brotherhood in Gulf Monarchies.

Social Transformations in the Gulf Countries:
Examining the Role of Tribes in the 21st Century

The small states of the Arabian Peninsula have often been
subject to Egyptian diplomat Tahir Bashir’s quip that they
are little more than "tribes with flags." Despite frequent
mention of "tribalism" or the social and political capital
of tribes within the Arab world, however, the means by
which tribal identities influence state policies and have
been sustained against processes of economic, political,
and social modernization are rarely spelled out. The
link between the social and political spheres in the Gulf
means that tribal identities, which are important in social
relations, are often transposed onto political preferences.
This paper examines the evolution of the notion of tribe
under state authority, both British and independent, since
theoil era, in the smaller Gulf states of Kuwait, Qatar, and
the United Arab Emirates which the author calls super-
rentiers. The research thus seeks to unpack the relationship
between rentierism and tribalism, and, by extension, the
connection between the modern welfare state, which has
taken over the material responsibilities once shouldered
by tribes, and tribes themselves. To that end, the study
traces this relationship over time to see how both tribe
and state have evolved, and how loyalties to each inform
a uniquely Khaleeji identity.
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Director of the Conflict Management and American
Foreign Policy Programs at the Johns Hopkins School
of Advanced International Studies. He was previously
a Vice President of the United State Institute of Peace
and a Minister-Counselor at the U.S. State Department.
He obtained his PhD from Princeton University, and he
is the author of Righting the Balance: How You Can Help
Protect America (2013).

The Key Factors of US - Gulf Relations and Long-
term Challenges.

Energy supply has long been one of the key factors in
US-Gulf relations, along with nuclear nonproliferation,
terrorism, and support for regional allies. These other
factors haverisen in salience to the United States recently:
preventing Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons, defeating
ISIS, Al Qaeda and other extremists, and enabling Israel
and Arab allies to defend themselves from conventional
and unconventional Iranian power projection. Thus the
Gulf remains important to the US, but the reasons have
shifted in the decades since the dramatic oil supply crises
of the 1970s. The Gulf should no longer assume the US,
which is becoming a competitor in both the oil and natural
gas markets, will be prepared to carry the full burden of
protecting Gulf supplies, especially as they are now being
shipped primarily to Asia. Instead, Gulf oil suppliers should
be carrying more of the burden themselves and seeking
to engage their Asian customers in the enterprise, as well
as gaining from the US advanced recovery and alternative
energy technologies.
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Intern at the Middle East Institute, where he works
as a research assistant to Dr. Daniel Serwer. Coleman
focuses on peace studies, democratization, and regional
cooperation. He received his Bachelor’s degree from
Lawrence University where he majored in Global Studies.

The Key Factors of US - Gulf Relations and Long-
term Challenges.

Energy supply has long been one of the key factors in
US-Gulf relations, along with nuclear nonproliferation,
terrorism, and support for regional allies. These other
factors haverisenin salience to the United States recently:
preventing Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons, defeating
ISIS, Al Qaeda and other extremists, and enabling Israel
and Arab allies to defend themselves from conventional
and unconventional Iranian power projection. Thus the
Gulf remains important to the US, but the reasons have
shifted in the decades since the dramatic oil supply crises
of the 1970s. The Gulf should no longer assume the US,
which is becoming a competitor in both the oil and natural
gas markets, will be prepared to carry the full burden of
protecting Gulf supplies, especially as they are now being
shipped primarily to Asia. Instead, Gulf oil suppliers should
be carrying more of the burden themselves and seeking
toengage their Asian customers in the enterprise, as well
as gaining from the US advanced recovery and alternative
energy technologies.
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Researcher and writer. He previously worked as a
professor of International Relations at the American
University of Paris and a resident researcher at the School
for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences in France.
Bishara has published numerous books on global politics.

Gulf States-US Relations: In Search of a Paradigm

The Gulf States have for decades relied heavily on the
United States for their security and wellbeing. To that end,
they have invested greatly in their bilateral relationships
with the US, decidedly more than any other country in
the ‘Greater Middle East’ or indeed in the developing
world aside from Israel. In return, the US has shaped its
regional strategy at least since the height of the Cold War
in the mid-1970s around its dual relationships with the
Gulf and Israel. Despite various ups and downs and the
end of the Cold War, these relations have endured and
indeed strengthened over the past four decades. This begs
the question: Which side has had a greater influence on
shaping the relationship and its outcomes? Academics
and stakeholders are split. Many argue that the United
States, the world’s foremost superpower, has been able
todominate the relationships and even shape the foreign
policy of its junior partners in accordance with its doctrines.
Others have argued that in fact this was all too often a "the
tailwaggingthe dog" dynamic, where the junior partners
were able to sway US policy to their advantage, at times
contrary to US strategic interests. Even more so today, as
certain Gulf Countries are multiplying their political and
financial investments in lobbying US decision makers and
are coordinating their efforts with Israeli lobbying groups
for maximum effect. All of which poses a second important
question: Are these relations shaped by politics (lobbying
etc.) or strategy (regional role)?
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Senior Fellow (non-resident) at the Middle East Institute,
and faculty member at the Walsh School of Foreign Service
at Georgetown University, where he teaches courses
on strategy, and the University of Pittsburgh, where he
teaches Middle East politics. Harrison authored Strategic
Thinking in 3D: A Guide for National Security, Foreign policy
and Business Professionals, which is a required strategy
text at the U.S. National War College, as well as at many
civilian universities.

A New Balance of Power in the Gulf Region? U.S.
Role and Response

In thinking about the future of the Arab Gulf states, and
the broader Middle East, it isimportant to properly assess
the state of power distribution in the region. Is there
a new balance of power, and should we accept this as
optimal for stability in the Middle East? This paper will
argue that a traditional, realist-based, balance of power
concept is outdated given the realities of the Middle
East today. There are several reasons for this. First, the
nature of the competition between the major regional
powers, namely Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Iran, is not direct
confrontation but rather through proxy engagement in
the states ravaged by civil war (Syria, Yemen and Iraq).
Second, since the greatest danger to the region posed
by this competition between the regional powers in
the civil war zones is unintended escalation, collective
security and regional stability should be the end-game,
not a balance of power. Even if there were a real balance
of power, this wouldn’t protect the region from the risk of
further destabilization of the regional political order. Third,
a balance of power in the traditional sense is unrealistic
given that there is already quantitative and qualitative
conventional military superiority on the part of the GCC
countries when compared to Iran. Any balancing that
takes place is likely to be by Iran, which has options of
strengthening its relationships with regional militias
and Russia, an undesirable state-of-affairs for the GCC
countries, the region, and the United States.
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Professor of Sociology and Anthropology at Kuwait
University and Editor-in-Chief of Annals of Arts and Social
Sciences, he holds a PhD in Anthropology from the State
University of Ohio, USA. He served as Dean of the College
of Social Sciences, Kuwait University, Director of the
Center for Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies, Editor-
in-Chief of the Journal of the Center for Gulf and Arabian
Studies, Assistant Dean of the Graduate School, and acting
Head of the Department of Sociology and Social Work.

Identity in Kuwaiti Society: between Factionalism
and Citizenship

Recognizingthe danger of the emergence of factional sub-
identities and theirimpact onthe societal stability and the
challenges posed to national identity and citizenship, this
field study aims to classify national identity in comparison
to other identities prevalent in Kuwaiti society. The
methodology is based on a research sample of 3,437 people
distributed among different sections of society. The sample
covers all six governorates and their different geographic
regions. The main tool is a questionnaire which contains a
set of demographicand social variables and relies on three
main measures to achieve the purpose and objectives of
the study: national identity, belonging, and citizenship.
The study concludes by determining the degree of national
identity in three dimensions — the significance of gender
differences for determining the degree of national identity
ofthe sample; average differences between determining
self-identity; degree of national identity according to the
values
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Assistant Professor of Modern and Contemporary History,
Qatar University, she was awarded the National Education
Excellence Award from the Ministry of Education and
Higher Education in 2015. Sheis a specialist interested in
the political history of museums, cultural studies, identity,
and heritage. Al-Hammadi has published many studies
in the field of identity, museums, culture, and Qatari
heritage, and their political uses. She heads a number
of research projects at Qatar University including one
on ‘Identity, Culture, and Globalization’.

Qatari Identity at the Qatar National Museum
between Past and Present

The new Qatar National Museum is expected to open in
April 2019. This paper explores how national identity is
displayed inthe new museum, which is currently causing
controversy among specialists and curators who find
themselves torn between a desire to display a unified
identity for Qatar and wanting to exhibit the cultural
diversity of identity within Qatari society. The research
problem liesinthe extenttowhichitis possible to rely on
framing Qatari identity within the framework of a single
identity. The study is divided into three sections. The first
discusses the concept of identity and its significance;
the second examines Qatari identity from a historical
perspective; and the third discusses and analyzes the
identity portrayed at the Qatar National Museum. The study
concludes that Qatar’s various historical characteristics are
highly relevanttoits present, as illustrated by the popular
Qatari reaction to the blockade, whereby Qatari society
came together as a single entity in response to external
threats. This revealed that denial of the historical factors
making up the current Qatari identity is not necessary to
demonstrate the unity and cohesion of society.
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Social researcher at the Omani Shura Council, he holds
an MAin Political Sociology for a study on identity and its
relation to political transformation. His research interests
focus on issues related to democracy and democratic
transformation in Oman and its relation to political
philosophy and the traditional components of society.
He has also published in several places on issues of the
virtual community.

Tribalism between Political Disintegration and
Social Repositioning in Omani Society

The phenomenon of the tribe in Oman, despite its historical
roots and its presence as a strategic social actor within
the political structure, has not seen sufficient analysis.
Research is necessary on its symbolic and fundamental
relationships with prevailing social thought and into the
mechanisms through which this context affects the idea
and practices of the State. This paper presents a series
of questions that explore the idea of "social solidarity"
achieved by the tribe for its members, the "power" it grants
them, or the "social protection” systems it provides to its
members. How does this affect its own structures and
actual challenges? This paper deals with the phenomenon
of the tribe using fieldwork, and benefits from setting
survey results against "expert opinion". The main results
find that the state has been able to reduce the tribal
influence onvital processes and neutralize tribal affiliation.
The horizon of the social justice system established by the
Basic Law of the state is to some extent evident through
public policies and public services provided by the State.
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Currently a Senior Fellow at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS) and Co-Director of the Middle
East Program. He is also a military analyst for ABC, and
a Professor of National Security Studies at Georgetown
University. He directs the CSIS Dynamic Net Assessment of
the Middle East. Cordesman has completed recent books
on the military lessons of the Gulf War, the Arab-Israeli
military balance and the peace process, and a six-volume
net assessment of the Gulf.

The New Patterns of Gulf-US Relations and the
Crises in the Middle East

US and Gulf relations are based on more than self-interest,
but common self-interest is always a key (or the key)
factor in shaping an alliance and strategic relationship.
The key common self-interests that drives US and Arab
Gulf relations are security — the need to deal with Iran,
fight extremism, and secure the flow of petroleum exports
out of the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula to meet the needs
of the global economy and to provide the key source of
income for the Gulf states. This explains why the key
aspects of United States relations with its Arab security
partnersin the Gulf—Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and the UAE — remain close. The US and its Arab
strategic partners are driven by common concerns over
Iran’s expanding influence and military threats, by the
threat of extremist violence, and by the need to secure the
stable flow of petroleum to meet world demand. At the
same time, the US and its Gulf strategic partners do face
serious challenges in areas where they currently lack both
common goals and coordinated action. These challenges
include domestic political change in the United States,
divisions between the Arab states, the impact of regional
conflicts and instability, and the growing role of outside
powers. Inthe case of the United States, America’s domestic
politics are deeply divided, and its leadership is unusually
volatile. The US response to sudden shifts in the conflicts
and crises in the Gulf region are often hurried and lack a
clear set of strategic goals.
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Professor of International Relations at the University of
Kuwait and Visiting Professor of Political Science at George
Washington University, US. He was previously Head of
the Political Science Department at Kuwait University. He
holds a PhD in the Philosophy of Political Science from
the University of Texas, Austin.

The Crisis of Trust in Gulf-US Relations in Light of
Regional Challenges

This study believes that Gulf-US relations have not
preserved a true balance during recent decades. The US
has not provided a security umbrella tothe Gulf as it does
for Japan and South Korea. Rather, it has depended on a
relationship of mutual assistance and partnership between
one powerful and influential partner and a series of junior
partners with limited influence over its decisions, which do
not necessarily overlap with their own interests and goals.

This study considers the security dilemma that has been
faced by the Gulf states, particularly in the presence of
major regional players that constitute a direct threat to
Gulf security. This threat was represented first by the Shah
in Iran, then by the Saddam Hussein regime in Irag, then
by the neoconservatives under Bush, and finally Trump
and his position on the Gulf Crisis.

The study concludes that the policies and role of the US
in the Gulf has deepened this security dilemma and the
strategicvacuum filled by Iran at the expense of the safety
and security of its Gulf allies. It also contends that the
relations between the powerful US ally and the states of
the GCC, currently experiencing one of the most dangerous
crises of its forty decades of existence, are feeding anxiety
about subjection to US policy without the ability to
influence its decisions.
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Researcher and writer, he holds an MA in International
Relations from the University of Akron, Ohio, USA.
His book, "America and the Egyptian Revolution" was
published in 2014 by Dar Al-Shoroug, and he has authored
two studies with the ACRPS: "Relations between Egypt
and Washington between Constant and Change" and
"Washington and the Military Doctrine of the Egyptian
Army."

The Risk of Personalizing US-Saudi Relations

The importance of this study stems from the developments
seen in Saudi-American relations since Donald Trump’s
election, an event followed by Mohammed bin Salman
becoming Saudi Crown Prince. This shifted a large part
of the relationship from being a strategic one to private,
semi-personal relations, which risk resulting in dangerous
consequences that transcend the balances and stability
of the Saudiinterior on the one hand and lead to changes
in Washington’s stable interests in the Middle East on
the other. The study is divided into four themes. The first
examines the historical framework for the establishment
of Saudi-American relations, their resilience in the face of
shocks and crises, and the institutionalization of bilateral
relations. The second focuses on the competition of Saudi
lobbying in Washington. The third examines the prospects
for a second establishment of US-Saudi relations and the
efforts to personalize them. The study concludes with
the theme of continuity, change, and the two countries’
future relations, maintaining that personalization of
Saudi-American relations and uncertainty has added a
new ingredient. Today’s relations are subject to a test that
neither the reckless policies of Bin Salman nor Trump’s
statements may pass (written pre-Khashoggi crisis).
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Professor and Director of the Center for International
and Regional Studies at Georgetown University, Qatar.
He has a PhD from the University of Cambridge and has
extensive experience in this field. Widely published, his
most recent books include Inside the Arab State and
Troubled Waters: Insecurity in the Persian Gulf (2018).

From Urban Spaces to Global Cities: Assessing the
New Port Cities of the Gulf

What, if anything, do the newly rising cities of the
southern Gulf signify? This paper assesses the impact
of three of the fastest growing cities in the Gulf — Doha,
Abu Dhabi, and Dubai — at the national, regional, and
global levels. At the national level, the cities constitute
comparatively successful urban spaces that appeal to
citizens and expatriate workers from around the world.
At the regional level, attempts by each of the cities to
emerge as regional hubs have had somewhat uneven
success and have depended on their leaders’ attention
to specific areas of development. All three cities have
become airtransportation centers,and Dubai’s success in
logistics and tourism is matched by Doha and Abu Dhabi’s
successes in becoming university and museum hubs. At
the global level, only Dubai has succeeded in becoming
a key node in global networks of finance, commerce,
services, telecommunications, logistics, and transport,
with the aspirations of the two others to become global
cities undermined by their continued reliance on oil and
gas revenues. On balance, while the new port cities of
the Gulf are comparatively successful national urban
spaces, their success at the regional and global levels is
far from certain.
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Architect, urban designer and planner, critic, and
university professor, he holds the post of coordinator
for capacity building, research, and training in the Urban
Planning Department, Qatar and is a visiting professor at
Hamad Bin Khalifa University. He is also the Head of the
Sustainable Urbanization Unit of the Qatar Green Building
Council. His research interests include contemporary Gulf
cities, public spaces in Arab Spring cities, and post-oil
urban development.

The Contemporary Gulf City from Private to
Public Space

This study explores and analyzes the major transformations
occurring in contemporary Gulf cities over the last decade
(2008-2018). It holds that the events of the last decade,
especially the repercussions of the last year, which
crystallized into an unprecedented blockade between
states that share religious, ethnic and social features,
have caused a clear rupture in the coherence of the
traditional proposition of Gulf identity. For decades this
identity was based on a set of constants and variables, but
nonetheless held together in an interwoven web of Gulf
identities. The study suggests that while Gulf cities have
tried to shift from a resource economy (oil and gas) to a
knowledge economy as the inevitable prelude to a new
era, they are still suffering from social loyalties formed in
the pre-oil era that only increased with unprecedented
incomes and economic prosperity. Their permanent
continuation was intensively marketed, in particular to
further maintain the balance between national and tribal
identity. It also observes the formal contradictions in the
expression of a vague national identity: Arab, Gulf, Islamic,
or global. This has crystallized a complex and puzzling
relationship between people and place in the multiethnic,
multinational, and multi-confessional societies of the Gulf
states which are filled with temporary residents who do
not fully belong.
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Assistant lecturer at Georgetown University, Washington,
DC, with an MA in Middle Eastern Studies from
Georgetown University. Sheis a research assistant to the
Director of the Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding
at Georgetown University and a member of the Research
Team for the Evaluation of Human Migration with a
special focus on Irag. She has participated in several
conferences and has published a series of research
papers dealing with Islamophobia and perceptions of
contemporary Muslims, especially in the media.

The Contemporary Gulf City from Private to
Public Space

This study explores and analyzes the major transformations
occurring in contemporary Gulf cities over the last decade
(2008-2018). It holds that the events of the last decade,
especially the repercussions of the last year, which
crystallized into an unprecedented blockade between
states that share religious, ethnicand social features, have
caused a clear rupture in the coherence of the traditional
proposition of Gulf identity. For decades this identity was
based on a set of constants and variables, but nonetheless
held togetherin an interwoven web of Gulf identities. The
study suggests that while Gulf cities have tried to shift from
aresource economy (oil and gas) to a knowledge economy
as the inevitable prelude to a new era, they are still
suffering from social loyalties formed in the pre-oil era that
onlyincreased with unprecedented incomes and economic
prosperity. Their permanent continuation was intensively
marketed, in particular to further maintain the balance
between national and tribal identity. It also observes
the formal contradictions in the expression of a vague
national identity: Arab, Gulf, Islamic, or global. This has
crystallized a complex and puzzling relationship between
people and place in the multiethnic, multinational, and
multi-confessional societies of the Gulf states which are
filled with temporary residents who do not fully belong
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Political economist focused on the Gulf region. She serves
as the Executive Director of Gulf International Forum in
Washington, DC. Previously, she worked at the National
Defense University focused on the Middle Eastand was a
Senior Economic Researcher at Haver Analytics. Thafer has
published several articles, a monograph, and a co-edited
book entitled The Arms Trade, Military Services and the
Security Market in the Gulf States: Trends and Implications.

Pre and Post Oil Discovery: Gulf Merchant
Families & Institutional Development

Given the make-up of Gulf society and the significance
of tribal and familial dynamics within it, a thorough
understanding of state-business relations cannot be
fully understood without attention to the role of the
sociopolitical forces shaping institutional development.
This examination will highlight the differences in both
the private sectors’ development pathways and political
trajectories shaped by the merchant families of Qatar,
Kuwait, and Bahrain by drawing on the pre-oil era.
Through a historical-institutional examination, this paper
argues that the pearl trading era prior to the discovery
of oil set an important precedent for the development
trajectories of institutions in the Gulf for two reasons.
First, the relationships of the merchants and state routed
the pathway of private sector development through
institutional development. Second, the period of the pearl
crash is the best indicator in Gulf history to mirror how
a crash would look for an economy that remains highly
dependent on wealth from a single natural resource.
In evaluating these three cases three main variables
emerged thatinfluenced institutional development. One
striking factor is the diversification of trade due to each
nation’s geostrategiclocation in the pre-oil era. The second
element influencing the differing levels of institutional
development is the varying degrees of British involvement
in each respective nation’s domestic politics. The third
element is the interplay between revenue extraction
apparatuses and main players of revenue production.

Jalb dauila
Dania Thafer

Ja<i.auyell alall Jga cnd cuulwlalnidVl cna aisly
Glac.ghinlg (na cnlgall aulall wnaiia (na ai1aii djiaa
aahia (e jiSyill ga «nibgll glaall a=aly (a [Blw
Jala jSja cha analnidl sl Alacg Jowgll (Gpall
«(Glwlyallg Al ga aiaell Gpai.Haver Analytics Julaill

:lgizy Qlis jyjaicna daalwg

The Arms Trade, Military Services and the Security Market
in the Gulf States: Trends and Implications.
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Professor of Applied Linguistics in the English
Department at the American University of Beirut. His
professional experience includes university teaching,
ESL teacher training, program design and evaluation,
and curriculum development. His research interests
include language planning and policy, ethnolinguistic
vitality, multilingualism, motivation, assessment, and
cooperative learning in ESL.

Linguistic Transformation in the Arabian Gulf and
its Impact on Local and Regional Identity

This study investigates the linguistic transformations
taking place in the Arabian Gulf region, especially in
Qatar. These include the shrinking domains in which
Modern Standard Arabic is used, the unprecedented
strong attachment tolocal dialects as symbols of national
identity, the rise of English as a lingua franca among
the diverse expatriate communities, the recognition of
the importance of preserving the indigenous minority
languages and cultures, and the development of a Gulf
pidgin Arabic. The study will explore and examine the
role in the transformation processes of sociolinguistic
factors such as educational reform, the siege of Qatar by
some Gulf Cooperation Council states and the linguistic
diversity of expatriate communities, Arabs and non-Arabs.
This complex sociolinguistic situation has developed
gradually after the discovery of oil and gas in the region
and the ambitious human and material development
plans and actions that have transformed simple tribal
societies into sophisticated urban communities. The
transformation has created issues related to the individual
and collective identities rooted in Islam, Arab ethnicity,
and Gulf regionalism. Recent events have led the various
Arab communities in the Gulf states to question all their
previous assumptions and to move in the direction of
narrow ethnocentric identities.
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Professor of Government at Georgetown University in
Qatarwhere he teaches and researches on small state and
regional security and theories of external intervention.
He is the author or editor of 10 books including, most
recently, Desert Kingdoms to Global Powers: The Rise of
the Arab Gulf (Yale UP: 2016).

US-Gulf Strategic and Security Relations in an Era
of Uncertainty

Since the ill-fated invasion and occupation of Kuwait by
Saddam Hussein’s Iraq in 1990, the strategic doctrines
of all the Arab Gulf States and GCC members have been
shaped by a belief that the consolidation of security and
defense on the regional level is best served by deep and
wide-ranging bilateral relations with the United States
(US), the dominant international security actor since the
end of the Cold War. This embrace of US protection as a
key pillar of security and defense has also led them all to
neglect, tovarying degrees, the building of an autonomous
regional security capability and the development of
extensive security relations with external actors other
thanthe US. Inrecent years, during the presidency of Barak
Obama and since the accession of Donald J. Trump to the
US presidency, uncertainty over the regional balance of
power has destabilized the most stable part of the Arab
world as local actors now search for new ways to deal with
the vacuum they face. This paperexamines the implications
of this unprecedented regional reality for US-Gulf strategic
and security relations in the context of the diverging views
of Washington and its local partners over approaches to
regional security governance. In particular, the study looks
at the role of the GCC as an actor in peace and security.
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Executive Director of Gulf Watch Group and retired colonel
(Kuwait Air Force), he holds a PhD in Arabian Gulf security.
He has authored many books, including "The Security of
the Arabian Gulf: Development and Problems from the
Perspective of Regional and International Relations", "The
History of the Kuwaiti Army" (2004, 2nd edn. 2011) and
"The Kuwaiti Army in the era of Mubarak Al-Sabah" (2000).

The Confidence of the Gulf Countries in the US
Capacity to Create Regional Balance

The Arab Gulf states suffer from a permanent sense of
unease from the threat of invasion, and that sense has
been exacerbated by America’s strategic pivot away
from the Gulf States in recent years. This study assesses
the ability of the Arab Gulf states to achieve strategic
balance with Iran, particularly given that many countries,
which are more strategically exposed than the Gulf, have
succeeded in halting the drift towards decline, curtailed
fears of invasion, and achieved strategic balance with their
rivals. The study starts by examining Gulf security ties with
the United States from the beginning of the 20th century
until the period of former US President Barack Obama,
who failed to take charge of the course of American
history in the Gulf and under whom confidence in US
ability to achieve security in the Arabian Gulf plummeted.
In its first and second sections, the study highlights the
US strategy to create regional balance until the end of
former US President Barack Obama'’s term in office. In its
third section, the study examines Gulf confidence in the
United States since Donald Trump became president and
the US administration’s construction of a future political
vision that leans towards the traditional strategy with
the Arab Gulf states.
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Associate Professorin Contemporary History and Politics of
the Middle East and Head of the Humanities Department
at Qatar University. He was a senior researcher in Middle
East politics and Iran in the Center for Strategic Studies
at the University of Jordan. He was a Fellow of the School
of Government and International Affairs, and served as
the director of the Centre for Iranian Studies at Durham
University, UK.

The Iranian Role in Gulf-US Relations

Iran has once again proved critical in Gulf-US relations
over the past few years. This is due to many issues,
primarily the 2015 Iranian nuclear agreement; the US
withdrawal from the agreement and its imposition of
sanctions on Iran in 2018; and the Iranian role in Yemen.
This study discusses the role of Iran in the timeline of
Gulf-US relations, especially under the administration
of US President Donald Trump. It explores the impact of
these relations on developments regarding Iran, especially
the economic and political aspects. The author attempts
to explore the nature of Iran’s behavior towards the Gulf
States in order to better understand the Iranian factor in
the relationship between the Gulf States and the United
States. This is particularly salient considering the strain
on Iranian-Gulf relations since the international quartet
and the United States signed the nuclear agreement with
Iran. Finally, the paper presents examples of the Iranian
narrative, which underwent a significant transformation
duringthe period before and after the nuclear agreement,
and assesses the impact of US President Donald Trump’s
policy, his freezing of the nuclear deal with Iran, and the
economic sanctions imposed by the US administration
to pressure Iran.
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PhD student in her second year of the Gulf Studies
program at Qatar University with a particular interest
in the development of knowledge-based economy in
the Arab Gulf and contemporary issues in the region.
She has written extensively on political and economic
issues in the region and their effects on society. For the
past 10 years she has worked for the Qatar Ministry of
Economy and Commerce.

The Future of Gulf Relations in light of Political
Differences between GCC Countries

Since its establishment in 1981, the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) has become a key driver of common Gulf
identity and has decisively contributed to the creation
of a Gulf personality in international relations. Today,
however, the GCC stands before major challenges, the most
important of these being the political differences among
its member states and the lack of a unified political vision
forthe region’s future —differences that have also become
increasingly evident after the Arab Spring. In this context,
this paper attempts to examine the concept of Gulf identity,
study the factors that prompted the countries to foster this
identity during certain periods, identify the factors that
affected the identity on its journey, and define its future.
Furthermore, the paper poses a number of questions
around issues such as the impact of national identity
promotion programs on common Gulf identity. Does Gulf or
national identity come first? And which is more important?
Moreover, do political crises and differences among GCC
countries, and the absence of a common foreign policy
have implications for the Gulf identity?
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PhD Candidate at the Middle East Technical University,
Ankara and freelance researcher. Between 2014-2016 she
was a Graduate Research Assistant at Qatar University.
She has participated in several related conferences and
has many publications and working papers in the context
of Gulf- US Relations. Recently, she has participated in the
Gulf Research Meeting (GRM) 2018 held at the University
of Cambridge.

Shaping and Influencing Identity: International
Determinants of the Identity Formation in the
Arab Gulf States

This paper focuses on the international determinants
of building regional and national identities in the
GCC countries. The core argument of this study is that
international factors are consistently one of the most
important dynamics shaping identity in the Arab
Gulf region given its unique location in global energy
markets and strategicimportance. The categories for the
international determinants in analysis include but are not
limited to the pan-Arab movement, the Iranian Revolution,
oil economy and intra-GCC disputes. Pan-Arabism, pan-
Islamism, the Iragi invasion of Kuwait, international
labour flow and intra-GCC disputes all left a mark on the
construction of identities in the Gulf region. Despite the
gap in the literature on the role of international factors
in determining national identities, this paper concludes
that such factors are quite influential in giving direction
to identity formations in the Gulf region.
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PhD researcher pursuing a joint dissertation from the
University of Sousse, Tunisia and the University of
Hamburg, Germany in the field of law and economics.
She has worked as a teaching and research assistant
at the University of Sousse, where she studied public
international law and economic law, and then as a legal
expert in the field of transitional justice for truth and
dignity before moving to work at the Maghreb Economic
Forum as a researcher.

The Gulf identity vs. the European Identity:
a Comparative Study of Identity Construction

This study uses motivated identity construction theory
to question the identity construction motives behind
the European Union and the Gulf Cooperation Council.
Initially oriented to study individual behaviors, this paper
begins from the understanding that state acts reflect a
group or individual’s choices and decisions. It attempts
to apply an analysis of these motives to state attitude
towards constructing or adopting an identity. Accordingly,
it assumes that the motives that drive the state identity
construction processes are not the same psychological
motives that compel individuals to join a social group.
From this perspective identity construction is a state
political act submitted to the common motives of the state
acts. In this work, two groups of motives are considered.
The push factors cover a set of political and economic
factors, whereas the pull factors involve cultural legacy
and geostrategic contest.
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Professor of Political Science at Kuwait University who
previously served as a visiting researcher at the Arab
Center for Research and Policy Studies from 2016-2017
and as avisiting professor at Qatar University from 2017-
2018. He contributed to the founding of the American
University of Kuwait. Ghabra held several local, regional
and international posts and has a long publishing record.
His most recent publication is a book entitled The Nakba
and the Emergence of the Palestinian Diaspora in Kuwait
(2018).

US-Gulf Relations and Their Transformations
during the Trump Presidency

The election of Donald Trump in 2016 marks the advent
of a new phase in US-Gulf relations. Since becoming
president, Trump has pressured the Gulf states to accept
US decisions, snubbing the advice of American sovereign
and political institutions that have a broader knowledge of
Gulf and Arab relations with the United States. This paper
argues that Washington adopted a policy of pressure on
the Gulf states towards issues such as Iran, oil prices, arms
contracts, and the war in Yemen. Trump’s administration
putastrainon relations between the Gulf states, resulting
inthe Qatar blockade crisis of June 2017. Consequently, the
Trump administration transferred the US embassy from
Tel AvivtoJerusalem and unilaterally revoked the nuclear
agreement with Iran in May 2018. He stepped up the war
onterror, disregarding human rights and peaceful Islamist
currents such as the Muslim Brotherhood. Conversely,
this contributed to several conflicts coming to a head,
most recently the assassination of Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi at the Saudi consulate in Istanbul. The study
concludes that Gulf Arab states such as Kuwait, Qatar and
Oman have made attempts toalleviate the US intervention
and the US midterms have predicted a change in the
balance of power in the United States. These factors will
affect President Trump’s aggressive policy towards issues
such as the Yemen war and the blockade on Qatar.
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Director of the Gulf Studies Center at Qatar University’s
College of Arts and Sciences. Baabood completed MA
degrees in Business Administration and International
Relations in the UK, before also completing a PhD in
Political Economy in Britain.

US-Saudi Relations and Regional Changes

The study discusses the new transformations in Saudi—
American relations under the current US administration,
with a focus on regional and international changes since
the Obama presidency, noting the strained relations under
his administration. The current US president however
chose Saudi Arabia for his first overseas visit on May 20-21,
2017 —avisit deemed historicand in contrast to the usual
tradition of previous presidents of the United States. In its
wake came agreements for unprecedented deals worth
hundreds of billions, encompassing various fields including
oil, gas,and weapons. The Gulf Crisis and then the murder
of SaudijournalistJamal Khashoggi, however, have recently
led to growing tension in relations between the Trump
administration and some Gulf countries.
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Non-resident researcher at the ACRPS in Washington.
He holds a PhD in Political Science and Philosophy from
Loughborough University, Britain. He has published many
studies in both Arabic and English, and co-authored two
books in Arabic on Hamas and the Jordanian-Israeli treaty.

The US Position on the Gulf Crisis:
Background, Reasons and Prospects

This paper seeks to explain the confusion experienced
by President Donald Trump’s Administration when Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and Egypt announced, in June
2017, their blockade on Qatar, under the pretext that
it was supporting terrorism. This author explores the
stark divisions between different institutions within
the administration. While the White House backed the
blockade at the start of the crisis, the US Departments of
State and Defense opposed it. Influenced and pressured
by these departments, the position of the White House,
and of Trump personally, began to tilt towards opposing
the embargo. The September 2017 summit between Trump
and Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani in New York on
the sidelines of the UN General Assembly also pushed
in that direction. Trump met with al-Thani again at the
White House in April 2018, where they discussed military
cooperation between the two countries, the development
of jointeconomicrelations, and the fight against terrorism.
This study examines the reasons prompting Trump to
change his approach to and position on the Gulf crisis. It
also examines the rationale enabling Qatar to successfully
circumvent the efforts of the blockading states to isolate
it from the United States, and to put a strain on their
bilateral relations.
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Sociology Professor at Qatar University. She has published
several works, most recently a 2014 study on Urban
developmentin Gulf Societies using Doha as a case study.
She has participated in many workshops and academic
conferences on varied topics such as Islamic thought, child
socialization and constraints on Qatari Women working
inthe media. She obtained her PhD in literature from Ain
Shams University specializing in social theory in 2007.

Social Impact of the Blockade on Qatari Identity

Gulf Arabs viewed the GCC, which was established in late
May 1981, as an umbrella to strengthen ties between the
peoples of the Gulf, who are linked by bonds of kinship,
genealogy, proximity, shared history, religion, and
language. It was also a mechanism for cooperation in
various fields, for bringing about freedom of movement
between the GCC states, and a step toward political,
economic, social, and cultural unification. This study
suggests that the hoped-for objectives of the GCC countries
were shattered on June 5, 2017 with the imposition of an
unprecedented and unjust land, sea, and air blockade on
the State of Qatar and its people by its sister Gulf states
(Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Bahrain)
together with Egypt. This study holds that the campaign
of incitement and the criminal piracy suffered by the Qatar
News Agency (QNA) was undertaken for blatant political
purposes. It maintains that the demands of the blockading
states violate the Arab Charter for Human Rights, the GCC
Declaration on Human Rights, the GCC Security Treaty, and
other agreements and charters. The paper attempts to
answer the following questions: What is the social impact
of the blockade? What are its effects on the structure of the
Qatariand Gulf family? And what impact will the blockade
have on national and Gulf identity in future?
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PhD student at the Institute of Arabic and Islamic Studies,
University of Exeter. She holds an MA in Middle Eastern
studies from SOAS, London. Al-Kuwari has worked as a
teaching assistant in the Department of International
Affairs at Qatar University, and has made many academic
contributions in addition to volunteering and community
service through the establishment of a number of youth
and volunteer initiatives in Qatar.

The Use of Shela Poetry in the Gulf Crisis and its
Impact on the Qatari National Character

This study examines the role played by art, specifically
poetry and song, in political transformations and
reproduction of identities in the Arabian Gulf region.
Specifically, this paper explores the use of local poetry and
folk songs — the shelat, which are part of the Nabatean
poetic tradition — on the Gulf crisis and their impact on
building national identity. The findings demonstrate that
therole played by shelat and songs in the escalation of the
Gulf crisis cannot be underestimated. This is considered a
double-edged sword. On the one hand they were used by
the blockading countries as a means to weaken and destroy
the morale of the Qatari people. On the other hand, they
also served as a means of defense adopted by Qataris to
raise morale, strengthen national unity, and rouse patriotic
and nationalist solidarity in the face of external threat. In
the general context, the use of shelat and songs in creating
nationalist and patriotic awareness among Qataris was
not out of the ordinary, given that music and song played
these roles in liberation and revolutionary movements
and in the processes of identity building.
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PhD student at Brunel University and a researcher on
youth empowerment and national capacity building. He
isa member of the Royal Institute of International Affairs
inLondon and the Middle East Institute in Washington. He
holds an MA in Development Studies from SOAS, London
and a BA in International Affairs from Qatar University.
Al-Hashemi has also worked for a number of years as a
consultant on government and public affairs in the oil
and government sectors, as well as founding a number
of youth and community initiatives.

The Shared Gulf Identity and the Crisis: Impact
and Repercussions

This paper discusses the issue of a unified Gulf identity and
examines the reasons for the failure of this project and the
difficulties it experienced during the Arab Spring and up
until the Gulf crisis. It argues that this crisis and previous
ones cannot be blamed for weakening the unified Gulf
identity, since the recurrent crises in the region are the
inevitable result of the project of a unified identity. From
the outset, this project has suffered from the absence of an
integrated strategic vision and necessary implementation
mechanisms, and has, at times, been preyto the populism,
narcissism and absurdism of some political leaders. The
author aims to shed light on the social aspect of the Gulf
crisis and shows that the political divide in the GCC system
is only a reflection of a social divide which is covered up
attimes by short-term security interests and at others by
economic interests of a rentier and volatile nature. The
paper concludes that the breakup of the GCC following the
Gulf crisis will neither be hastened nor delayed in political,
economic, or even administrative terms, because no such
integration at any of those levels previously existed.
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Omaniresearcher who holds a PhD in Political Economy
from Kings College, London and previously a consultant
on foreign direct investment statistics with the IMF. He
has published many studies, research papers and chapters
in various books, and authored "The Omani Economy:
Globalization and the Winds of Change". He co-edited the
volumes "Economic Diversification in the Gulf Region: The
Private Sector as an Engine for Growth and Sustainable
Development", and "Economic Diversification in the Gulf:
International Comparisons".

The Future of Shale Oil and its Implications for US-
Gulf Relations

What is the reality and future for oil supply and demand?
What are the implications of this for relations with the
United States. And what are the mechanisms to adapt to
its economicimpact onthe Arabian Gulf? These are the key
questions addressed in this study. It is a salient attempt
to shed light on one of the most important variables in
the future oil equation; the transformation of the United
States into an oil and gas producer and exporter. The
paper also aims to shed light on the implications of this
on relations with the Arab Gulf states from an economic
perspective. The three-part study examines the changes
to supply and demand on the global oil and gas market;
the impact of changes to the oil and gas market on
relations with the Arab Gulf states; and the importance
of enhancing economic diversification in the Arab Gulf
states, especially when dealing with oil revenues. The
paper aims to clarify the importance of the transition of
regional economies to a new development model based
on production and the enhancement of local added value
achieved by the petroleum sectors. It also aims to make
clear the necessity of adopting long-term fiscal policies
that recognize the nature of the coming transformations
in the global oil market.
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Formerly General Manager for operations at the Lebanese
company PETROLEB in the field of oil exploration. He has
worked as strategic consultant for research and media at
Qatar Petroleum (QP) and on its board of directors, and
in the office of the Qatari Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Energy and Industry, and also served as senior
advisor tothe CEO of Qatar Petroleum International (QP!).

Export of US LNG & Impacts on the Gulf Natural
Gas Industry

There is no doubt that the shale gas revolution in the
US, which started in the middle of the last decade, has
remodeled the whole global gas scene, by transforming
the American market from a growing gas importer to a
major exporter. The Gulf gas exporters, Qatar especially,
have not only lost the huge US market but have seen the
American liquefied gas (LNG) eating away at their global
market shares. Another important effect of US LNG on
the international market is the current oversupply in
the global market which has been pushing prices down
in major gas markets, and consequently decreased the
revenue stream expected by Gulf exporters. This paper
discusses the developments expected to come with the
planned exploitation of shale gas in different regions in
the world (China, North Africa, Canada, etc.) in addition
to the new wave of LNG liquefaction plants around the
globe, encouraged by the decreasing costs of the entire
gas liquefaction chain, the discovery of new, large reserves
in various areas, and the growing appetite of consumers
to import gas in its liquefied form, both for security and
diversification reasons.
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Lecturer in Political Science and International Relations
at the 8 May 1945 University of Guelma, Algeria. He was
awarded his PhD in International Relations and Strategic
Studies from the University of Batna, Algeria in 2015. He
is interested in the theory and practice of foreign policy
analysis and has published articles in Arab journals and

made research contributions at academic conferences
inside and outside of Algeria.

Between Wealth and Strength: The Political
Economy of US Energy Policy in the Arabian Gulf
Region

Examining the issue of wealth and power for American
energy policy in the Arab Gulf region, this study uses
the approach of international political economy, which
assumes a relationship of mutual influence between
the market and foreign policy. By tracking the course of
American energy policy in the Arabian Gulf region, the
paper aims to deduce factors determining US energy
security interests situated in the tension between
economicand political objectives—orthe goals of wealth
creation and maximization of power — and factors of
American self-interest at the expense of others, or the
combination of both. The main objective of the study
is to assess the future of the US orientation toward the
region in light of the activation of the US strategy for
energy independence. The study is divided into five axes:
the political economy of energy security; from security of
supply to national security; the mechanisms of the search
for wealth; the American addiction to the Arab Gulf oil;
and whether the Gulf region is becoming less important.
Final conclusions are made about American energy policy
inthe Gulf region from a mercantilist perspective: wealth
in the service of power.
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Associate Professor and Head of the Political Science
Department, Kuwait University. He was awarded his PhD
in Political Science from the University of Florida in 1989.
He has held several positions, most notably Member
of the Kuwaiti National Assembly, 1996-2012. He has
authored many academic and research publications on
Gulf security, political Islam, and energy affairs.

Characteristics and Limits of Shared Gulf Identity

This study examines the factors necessary to enhance
the status, internal cohesion, and regional integration of
the Arab Gulf states. In this context, the paper explores
the problems facing the Gulf identity, especially given
expanding globalization and the steps required to form
a unifying transnational identity between the Gulf
States. It seeks to discover the components necessary
for the transition from a national identity to a regional
identity with clear legal, political and cultural features
and defined aims connected to this new affiliation. The
paper also investigates the obstacles to a Gulf identity
since the creation of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) and considers the issue of drawing consistent and
sustainable future features of Gulf identity that reflect
the political reality of each Gulf country individually. The
study is divided into four sections: national identity and
transnational identity; national and regional Gulf identity;
Gulf identity between aspirations and problems; and
imbalances in the unified Gulf identity. It concludes that
the Gulf has been slow to foster clear regional identity
or to add value to the existing national identities. The
faults are in the national identities themselves, which
are supposed to be the groundwork for the new collective
identity. Itisimportant to rebuild the national Gulf identity
onthe principle of citizenship and translate it into practice.
The paper recommends that any regional integration
success at the institutional and cultural level requires
greater balance in foreign policy and economic affairs
and coherent harmonized policies to bridge differences
on strategicissues.
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Associate Professor, College of Education, Sultan Qaboos
University, Oman, he holds a PhD in the Philosophy of
Education, University of Glasgow, 2009. He has published
books on education and curricula, and their relationship to
citizenship, research papers in Arab and foreign journals,
and numerous articles in Omani and Arab newspapers
and magazines. He has also worked with international
institutions such as The Carnegie Foundation, UNESCO,
the Adyan Foundation, and the Lebanese Association for
Educational Studies.

Education in Gulf Countries and its Impact on
Forming a Shared Gulf Identity

The data provided in this study may benefit educational
decision-makers in rethinking how to include national
identity in the social studies curricula in the Gulf States.
The results obtained will show the extent to which
educational discourse corresponds with political discourse
when it comes to Gulf citizenship. The study reveals the
dimensions of national identity included in social studies
textbooks in Kuwait, Oman, and Saudi Arabia and, using
acomparative approach, demonstrates the status of Gulf
identity in comparison with national, Arab, and Islamic
identity. Divided into three sections, the first deals with the
theoretical framing of the concept of identity and the effect
education has on it. The second discusses the research
problem and its importance and objectives by shedding
light on common Gulf identity. The third presents analysis,
a conceptual framework and the research methodology
on the impact of education on common Gulf identity.
The results reveal that national identity in the textbooks
was more closely linked to common settled life (39.3%),
followed by shared culture (31.7%) while shared history
was the least important factor (29%). Gulf identity received
little mention (7.2%) in comparison with national identity
(48.3%) or Islamic identity (35.1%), while Arab identity
stood at 9.4%. This reflects the gap between the political
discourse that calls for unity and citizenship of the Gulf
and the educational discourse that enshrines and enhances
national independence.

wnpaall wiw
Saif Al Mamari

wna gagila glbhlwll agals auyill aus ¢ljlia Aliwi
aawla (na alygisall aslad il Yol .glac dihlw
&l (né isll ga apaell al pid.g<wlle aolay dyjill
alyygall na Gigay ] aals] .diblgall laiélleg amliallg
arilasll AMlaallg @anll (na AMléag auialllg au el
jSa lain ga targs Gluwga dac ga Jac .duy=lig
auililll airallg (glal duwwgag (gswigyllg «natijls

-Q1gujill glell

J 1<t ena Layilig dupsll 2ulall Jga cna dyyill
ajidio dial diga

(nillg lmoaai (nill Gliludl go laivaal dawljall oda aqiwi
na Jusoill Gsle] cna engujill jlj6ll gidia lavia aroiuly Lay)
drclaizVl dwljall qalio (na dribgll &igall grani arais
ulball Galgi waa jahiwguw Riliill gi las . Al Jga
diblgally Gleiy la ¢na cuwlpwll alball ga crayl<ill

uis (na dianall aibgll agall aleil e dwljall @isi
aslaallg glac dihlug cugsll dlga (na drclaisMl Gilwljall
dilsa aungil gjléa aaia slaicl ¢llag ‘aiagsuwll auy=ll
@ayyellagallg atibgll digall dijléo &aulall dgall
wisll (na auibgll dygall ol iliill Juig aralull dygallg
289 (%39.3) ¢ljiduall polall Uoluiyl Ml Cils duwjaall
wwlall (nhn laiy (%31.7) asjidiall aalaill aass Gela
digall ki @lg (%29) alaiaVl go i Jéb djidall
daigall tijgd la 13] (%7.2) ajus grani duni) sl
Clna Laiy (%35.1) ara\wlll asgall gl (%48.3) adibgll
ulbhall gu égaall gusey la ((%9.4) wlc auy=ll digall
dlhallg dalsll diblgallg daagll graliy epAll e luwll

& jjug atibgll alMaiuwdl gu<s (il catlsill

50



Educational expert at the Omani Ministry of Education,
she currently runs an Omani publishing house that
has produced dozens of books in different branches of
knowledge. She holds an MA in Education from Glasgow
University, Scotland. She worked as a researcher for teams
in a number of locally funded research projects and has
written four academic books, numerous children’s stories,
and research papers in both Arabic and English.

Education in Gulf Countries and its Impact on
Forming a Shared Gulf Identity

The data provided in this study may benefit educational
decision-makers in rethinking how to include national
identity in the social studies curricula in the Gulf States.
The results obtained will show the extent to which
educational discourse corresponds with political discourse
when it comes to Gulf citizenship. The study reveals the
dimensions of national identity included in social studies
textbooks in Kuwait, Oman, and Saudi Arabia and, using
a comparative approach, demonstrates the status of Gulf
identity in comparison with national, Arab, and Islamic
identity. Divided into three sections, the first deals with the
theoretical framing of the concept of identity and the effect
education has on it. The second discusses the research
problem and its importance and objectives by shedding
light on common Gulf identity. The third presents analysis,
a conceptual framework and the research methodology
on the impact of education on common Gulf identity.
The results reveal that national identity in the textbooks
was more closely linked to common settled life (39.3%),
followed by shared culture (31.7%) while shared history
was the least important factor (29%). Gulf identity received
little mention (7.2%) in comparison with national identity
(48.3%) or Islamic identity (35.1%), while Arab identity
stood at 9.4%. This reflects the gap between the political
discourse that calls for unity and citizenship of the Gulf
andthe educational discourse that enshrines and enhances
national independence.
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Faculty memberin the Department of Management and
Educational Planning, Faculty of Education, University
of Kuwait. She holds a PhD in Educational Philosophy in
Education Administration from the University of Jordan.
She has published many research papers, most recently
"The Degree of Commitment of Public-School Principals in
Kuwait to the Ethics of Administrative Work and its Impact
on Teachers’ Satisfaction with the Work Environment” in
the Journal of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Graduate
Studies of Education, Cairo University.

Higher Education Institutions in the Arab Gulf
Countries and their Role in Building a Shared Gulf
Identity

This study examines the role of educational institutions
in building and strengthening Gulf national identity by
determining the importance of the role of curricula, the
role of teaching staff, and that of student activities in
fostering Gulf identity. This study proposes that educational
institutions, whether schools or in higher education, are
the main nurturer of young people, and, after the family,
they have a prominent role in building and developing
individual values at the different stages of education.
Using a questionnaire consisting of 15 sections and applied
to a random sample of 483 high school and university
students the main results of the study were as follows:
(1) respondents considered educational institutions —
both public and higher education —to play a moderately
important role in building Gulf national identity; and (2)
there were no statistically significant differences according
to gender or type of educational institution between the
respondents’ perceptions toward the role of educational
institutions in building Gulf national identity.
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PhD student in History at Sultan Qaboos University, she
has made many research contributions, most importantly
the co-authored "Oman’s Trade Relations and their Impact
on Maritime Activity (1832-1856)" at the Oman Maritime
Heritage Conference in 2018 and the joint research
"Economic Relations between Oman and India from the
mid-18th century to the beginning of the 20th century”
at the "Arabs and India Conference: Transformations
and Future of the Relationship with an Emerging Power".

US Political Attitudes towards Oman during the
19th and 20th Centuries

The study examines the historical importance of Omani-
US relations and provides a review of the role played by
Oman from the era of Sayyed Said bin Sultan up to the
reign of Sultan Said bin Taimur. This involved competition
betweenforeign countries to establish trade relations with
Oman, foremost among them the United States, which
was able to obtain many concessions through treaties
with Oman. The paperis divided into three main sections.
The first deals with Oman’s commercial relations with
the United States (1806-1856); the second examines the
development of political relations between Oman and the
United States (1856-1932); and the third deals with US-
Omanirelations during the reign of Sultan Said bin Taimur
(1932-1970). The study reaches a number of conclusions
that explain the role of Said Bin Sultan in strengthening
Omani-American relations, despite the existence of
commercial relations between the two countries dating
back to before his reign and the intention of the United
States to establish commercial relations with Oman in the
first place. Although these relations were shaken at times,
they stabilized and developed in the subsequent period.
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Research specialist in the affairs of the royal court, she
holds an MAin History from Sultan Qaboos University. She
has numerous publications, most recently "Gleanings on
the Features of Domestic and Foreign Policy of the Man
of Wisdom and Peace," published in the journal Qalaat
al-Tarikh, 2018, and "Architecture and Omani Islamic
Decoration in Zanzibar," published in the Journal of the
University of Sharjah for Humanities and Social Sciences,
2017.

Omani - American Economic Relations under the
Reign of Sultan Said bin Taimur, 1932-1970

The economic relationship between the US and Oman
began with American merchant ships sailing to Omani
portsin Muscat orin East Africa (Zanzibar was under Omani
sway in the eighteenth century). This study focuses on the
reign of Sultan Said bin Taimur (1932-1970) to show the
extent of the developments in the relationship, especially
after the discovery of oil on Omani territory. Divided
into four sections, the first deals with Omani-American
relations during the period 1790-1932; the second with
American-Omani relations during the reign of Said bin
Taimur (1932-1970); the third with trade exchange between
the two countries; and the fourth with Anglo-American
competition. It concludes that economic cooperation
between the United States and Oman began in the 18th
century and further consolidated inthe 19th century with
the signing of the first commercial treaties between the
two partiesin1833. The study also makes clear that oil was
an important factor in the economic relationship during
the reign of Sultan Said bin Taimur, deepening economic
and trade relations between the United States and Oman,
which possessed significant oil fields that drew global
attention.
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Works at the Higher Technical College in Oman and holds
an MA in History from Sultan Qaboos University. She
authored the book "Gamal Abdel Nasser and Political
Movementsin Oman," and a research paper, "The Political
Role of the British East India Company in Oman (1783-
1823)," as part of the Sixth International Conference of the
National Documents and Archives Authority (December
2017).

Omani - American Economic Relations under the
Reign of Sultan Said bin Taimur, 1932-1970

The economic relationship between the US and Oman
began with American merchant ships sailing to Omani
ports in Muscat or in East Africa (Zanzibar was under Omani
sway in the eighteenth century). This study focuses on the
reign of Sultan Said bin Taimur (1932-1970) to show the
extent of the developments inthe relationship, especially
after the discovery of oil on Omani territory. Divided
into four sections, the first deals with Omani-American
relations during the period 1790-1932; the second with
American-Omani relations during the reign of Said bin
Taimur (1932-1970); the third with trade exchange between
the two countries; and the fourth with Anglo-American
competition. It concludes that economic cooperation
between the United States and Oman began in the 18th
century and further consolidated in the 19th century with
the signing of the first commercial treaties between the
two parties in1833. The study also makes clear that oil was
an important factor in the economic relationship during
the reign of Sultan Said bin Taimur, deepening economic
and trade relations between the United States and Oman,
which possessed significant oil fields that drew global
attention.
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Supervisor for History at the General Directorate of
Education in Ash Sharqgiyah North Governorate, Oman.
She is also a PhD student specializing in the modern
military history of Oman at Sultan Qaboos University.
She published the book "The Political and Cultural
History of the Qabil region in the period 1273 AH/1856
AD-1373 AH/1954 AD" and has participated in numerous
conferences, most recently at “The Arabs and India
Conference’, held at the ACRPS, May 1213, 2018.

The US Military Presence in Oman between 1942-
1972 and its Impact on the Military Stability of the
Gulf Region

Whereas most previous research has dealt with military
relations in the interwar period, this study focuses onthe
period from 1942 onwards, when the Sultanate of Oman
and Muscat provided facilities to US military aircraft ata
number of airports and airfields during the Second World
War, until 1980 when an agreement was made allowing
access to Omani facilities. The study aims to trace the
nature of the military facilities provided by the Sultanate
of Oman and Muscat to the United States from 1942 to
1980 and evaluate the impact of Omani-American military
relations on the strategic situation of Oman and the Arab
Gulf states. The study consists of three parts. The first deals
with the harbingers of growth of Omani—US relations
and their development until 1932; the second deals with
Omani-US military relations during the reign of Sultan
Said bin Taimur; and the third deals with the American
military presence in Oman from 1970 to 1980 and its
impact on the countries of the Arabian Gulf region. The
study reveals the nature of the military facilities provided
by the Omani government for military aircraft from the
mid-20th century until the early 1980s. It also explains the
effect of the US military presence in Oman on the strategic
position of Oman and the Gulf states.
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Discussion Panel

Mohamed Ghanem Alrumaihi

Director of the Center for Gulf and Arabian Peninsula
Studies at Kuwait University and Professor of Political
Sociology there. Heis a supervisor of postgraduate studies
in sociology and consultant for the Alam al-Maarifa
book series published by the Kuwaiti National Council
for Culture. He has written a number of books on Gulf
societies and Arab culture.

Majed Al-Ansari

Professor of Political Sociology and Researcher in the
Social and Economic Survey Research Institute (SESRI)
at Qatar University. His research interests include social
capital and civil society.

Sharifa Al-Yahyai

Lecturer and Researcher specialized in Women Studies
atthe Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Sultan Qaboos
University, Oman. Formerly Oman’s Minister for Social
Development (2004-201).
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Moderators

Mohamed Matar

PhD studentin the Gulf Policy Program at the University
of Exeter, United Kingdom, he holds the post of CEO at
Gulf House for Studies and Publishing. He obtained his
MA in International Relations from Exeter University
and has participated in many international conferences.

Hend Al-Muftah

Associate Professor and Vice-President for Administrative
and Financial Affairs at the Doha Institute for Graduate
Studies. She has published many research papers inthe
area of human development in international journals,
a book in English entitled Human Capital Formation
in Qatar and another in Arabic, entitled "Concerns in
Administration,” and has also contributed chapters to
several books in English.

Ghanim Al-Najjar

Professor of political science at Kuwait University,
founder of the Center for Strategic and Future Studies
at the same university, and a member of the Board of
Directors of the Arab Center for Research and Policy
Studies. He has been a visiting professor at a number
of universities, lectured in many foreign and Arab
universities, and is an international expert in many
international organizations. He has many publications
in the fields of human rights and political science.
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Moderators

Amina Al Hajri

Deputy Director General of the Islamic Educational,
Scientificand Cultural Organization (ISESCO) and director
of the Educational Research Center of the Ministry of
Higher Educationin Oman. She holds a PhD in Educational
Statistics from the University of Plymouth, UK. She worked
atthe Omani Ministry of Education (19962003-) and has
received many awards and certificates in her career, and
has beena member of several NGOs and academic bodies.

Abed Al Rida Asiri

Kuwaiti researcher and a professor of political science at
Kuwait University. He received his doctorate in political
science and international relations from the University of
California, Riverside. He lectured in the Political Science
Program at the University of the United Arab Emirates
and Kuwait University. Asiri has served as political advisor
to the National Assembly in Kuwait. He has won several
awards and has published numerous works in both Arabic
and English.

Ohood al Bulushi

Omani academic who also chairs the Department of
Research and Studies at the Center for Omani Studies—
Sultan Qaboos University. She earned a PhD in Applied
Linguistics from the University of Warwick in the United
Kingdom. Her research work is widely published.

59

Glulall cLwé)

wpaalligal

ara\lulll dabiall scluall @lall paall da1bg Jsui
dall jSa jaag (gsupwll) dalsillg glellg dujill
aljgisall (nle élvla sl @u<ill &)ljgl ailill qualsll
aaiall Slaall (né digal) dsala ga (g jill bVl (na
(2003-1996) drila=ll @ulillg dujill &)ljg (na Cilac
[®ipwa na a1 padgill Alalauwnllg jilgall ga aaell alli
aualll alieaall ga aaell (na 1gne Auwiilg dilasll
aalsll Gliyallg

oyl Loyl ae

a=0la (né duwlpull @glell liwl Jasy (niygs Gl
duwluwll aglell (na aljgisall dalaud wnle Jna .Cugsl
b agbwyor) ena lijgadls deala ga dilgall Glallellg
aaniall ay pell aljloVll agalyy arwluull glell 2alip (na
cna aalll gulaal wlw [jliviwa Jac .Cugsil dealag
ayguiriall igaull ga aaellalg jilgall ga lac Jli .cugsl

A1 julsiVllg du yell grisll

wuiglillagac

Ggadl @ud guil) unia Juidiiailac daislig aagalsi
glalwll a=ala (na agilasll alwlyall jSpar Glwljallg
Glibwlll ¢na alygisall @alad wlc alpls .gugila
alalgall go sac lal Lillhyjy clig)lg asala go &iéyhill

.avindl alsjloallg



Moderators

Suhaim Al Thani

Former Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and
Policy Studies. He has published a number of studies in
academic journals and holds an MA in Political Science
specializing in International Relations from Royal
Holloway College, London.

Abdulaziz al Ishaq

AQatari TV personality who presents the show "You Have
The Decision" for the Qatar Foundation for Education,
Science and Community Development. He worked in
several positions at many institutions including as a
producer and TV presenter for Al Jazeera, as director of
the office of the Qatari Minister of Culture and Director
of the Office of the Secretary General of the National
Council for Culture and Arts and as head of the Media
and Law Department of the Qatar Maritime Festival. He
writes for the Qatari newspapers Al-Watan and Al-Raya
and for the magazine Al-Sagr.

Abdul Aziz al-Hurr

Director of the Diplomatic Institute - Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Qatar. Previously, he was the Executive Director
of the Qatar Academy of Finance and Business. He also
served as Director of Al Jazeera Media Training Center
and Director of the Institutional Development Office.
Prior to that, he was Director of the Arab Center for
Educational Training in the GCC (2003-2007). He holds
aPhDin Education from the University of Durhamin the
United Kingdom (1996).
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Moderators

Majed Al-Ansari

Professor of Political Sociology and Researcher in the
Social and Economic Survey Research Institute (SESRI)
at Qatar University. His research interests include social
capital and civil society.

Fahad Al Fadala

Technical Consultant at the Arab Planning Institute
in Kuwait. He was a faculty member and head of the
Education Department at the Open University of Kuwait
and the faculties of the Public Authority for Applied
Education and Training and a member of the Social
Transformation Management Program at UNESCO.
He holds a PhD in Education from Cairo University and
was awarded the State Prize for Encouragement in the
Humanities and Social Sciences.

Mohammed Al-Misfer

Political science professor at Qatar University. He has
published several books and studies in the fields of
political science and Arab nationalism. A permanent
contributor to the Qatari and Arab press, he holds a
doctorate in political science from New York University.
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Moderators

Abdullah Al Ghilani

Academic and researcher in strategic affairs. He
is interested in issues of Islamic political thought,
American foreign policy, and strategic Gulf affairs. He
has participated in a number of intellectual and political
conferences and seminars in the region and abroad and
has a number of researches and articles on Gulf and
Arab affairs. Al Ghilani received his PhD in International
Relations from the University of Durham in Britain.

Ali Al Sanad

Assistant Professor at the Department of Islamic Studies
atthe Faculty of Basic Education at Qatar University. His
PhD thesis, submitted at Cairo University, presented a
comparative study on the varying approaches of the
Muatazalites and Ibn Taymiyya towards the "promotion
of virtue". Al Sanad is a regular media commentator,
and presents the political talk show "The Arab Gulf" on
Al-Araby Television Network.
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