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Sects, Sectarianism and Imagined Sects:
critical Essays
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Abstract: This collection includes four readings of Azmi Bishara’s book, Sects,
Sectarianism and Imagined Sects (Beirut: ACRPS, 2018). The ACRPS held a
seminar to discuss the book in April 2018, whereby two papers (by Mohammed
Jamal Barout and Haider Saeed) were presented, along with two extended book
reviews (by Mehdi Mabrouk and Hussam Abu Hamed). In his book, Bishara
proposes a grounded model and a general theory on Middle—Eastern sectarianism
through reconceptualization of sectarianism within its Middle—Eastern historical
context. In order to examine Middle—Eastern sectarianism, Bishara deconstructs
the Weberian conceptual framework on western sectarianism. The theory also
re—examines other theoretical approaches used in understanding the development
of sectarianism in Arab societies, primarily Ibn Khaldun’s Asabiyyah.

Keywords: Sectarianism, Sect (7ai fa), Madhhabiya, Asabiyyah, Firqa.
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A Reading in Azmi Bishara’s Book
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A researcher who holds diplomas in higher education and philosophy from Damascus University.
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(45) Pierre Bourdieu, «Séminaires sur le concept de champ, 1972—-1975,» Introduction de Patrick Champagne, Actes de

la recherche en sciences sociales, no. 200 (2013), pp. 4-37.
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