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On the Development of the Concept of Consociational
Democracy and its Adequacy for Resolving Sectarian Conflicts:

Northern Ireland and Lebanon as Case Studies

bl epolanigduaslg il dinlia eyl g cope ) W] "UpAS 1 agad" dulyadl sl
olc dypai)l dalleo pgiljgro (dglurail diAlall o alinin oJl §Lidaid (gUgVl
Juple cilarini cyland el gapodl g ailgall duwludl alle ild) Gl (46 1969
A AU daings dijgls s dupedl dulnlpd ]l donluw! d el 2 Sgall
AiNlaelwlg allnrm al) Ugau 1165 duwljal 0165 .doundio]l clegiaall (gle ladulnj
ol s Gjgall Wailol dulac calnlbuw ladings ¢l "didalg Ul ddalié ool ¢l aalais
cloiwlddac lmiga e gareiVdanUleylaul calolaw] ¢ig LpAi LA dgal aun’
"dnl i)l allnno glien V.l g0g. d Al gg-ai gl yga po disc cylail
lANNo Al égni el cgun (g6 .dunlib.all guéai GjguAall Power Sharing
dublyd.ayaligd gbolg il Bl gad gle jarailgd 1clusd o lasli oo 62 c dylAs
dugigl a6 " giAa il e3g o)l 13a d 02N g10 duwlall ¢lLé dfaalg daslg il

() dwyeg (1adpl)

Jaliladl giualldlaludl @yl ccylawd cojl dubdlg Ul dudnlyd ool
Aduolaiadl e oleainagll

This paper addresses a theoretical model for the concept of "consociational
democracy”, beginning with the concept's roots in the Austrian Marxist tradition
before describing its elaboration in 1969 by the Dutch- American political scientist
Arend Lijphart. Lijphart's work was part of his wider critique of Gabriel Almond's
categorization of Western political systems. This study presents a structural
criticism of the term "consociational democracy" and its usage, arguing that the
practice of "consociational democracy" was born of pragmatic policies before
maturing into a theoretical model. It argues that the subsequent contributions of
Lijphart were merely an extrapolation from a set of examples without "theory" to
underpin it and that "power sharing” does not necessarily lead to democratization.
The study thus draws up several theoretical observations that help distinguish
"consociationalism" from "consociational democracy". Finally, the paper contrasts
the suitability of this theoretical model for both Northern Ireland and Lebanon.

Consociational Democracy, Arend Lijphart, Power Sharing, Mutual
Veto, Heterogeneous Societies.
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