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The Cheese and the Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth
Century Miller by Carlo Ginzburg

Foreword to the Italian Edition
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In our last issue we published Carlo Ginzburg’s article, “Microhistory: Two or Three Things I know about it,”
and in this edition we publish, in Arabic translation, the foreword to the Italian edition of one of his masterpieces,
The Cheese and the Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth Century Miller, widely regarded one of the finest
examples of microhistory. In his foreword, Ginzburg raises the issue of writing the history of subjugated classes
and individuals, and the challenges confronting the historian. Beyond the paucity of documentary sources and
evidence, these include theoretical and methodological problems, such as the relationship between the culture of
the dominant classes and popular culture; the extent to which sources that depict popular culture are distorted; the
degree to which popular culture is independent of dominant culture, and how this independence or authenticity is
manifest; the difference between “the collective mentality” and “popular culture”, and the relationship between

the individual and the collective; and finally the differences between quantitative and qualitative scholarship in
this field.

Keywords: Dominant Class Culture, Popular Culture, Collective Mentality, Qualitative and Quantitative Research.

Yl gy disa Glw ol dwljag Sl gugell jSpall (na isll déaayi dang paa wilig ol *
Researcher and deputy director of the book translation unit, Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, Beirut Office,
Lebanon.
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