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Qatari-US Relations: Limits of Compatibility and Differences
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This study explores the origins of Qatari-US relations, the foundations on which
they are based, and the rules that govern them. It begins by examining relations
between the two countries from the 1970s up until the Trump era. The paper finds
that Qatar's need for US security assurances did not prevent it from adopting
independent policies that occasionally contradicted US strategy. Accordingly, the
Qatari-US relations have been upended, and exposed to crises due to diverging
interests, concerns and challenges. While Qatar has embraced a foreign policy
independent of Washington, it has also tried not to alienate it and has established
itself as an asset for the US, both in terms of the military facilities it provides and
the unique role it plays through maintaining ties with parties that the US cannot
communicate with directly. Mutual dependency has enabled Qatari-US relations
to overcome all the challenges they have faced over the past three decades,
including those that emerged under the Trump administration.
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