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Remarks on External Factors in Democratic Transition
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The study defines the "external factor" and determines its impact on the transition
process. The study notes that the role of these factors in transition is different from
that of "democratization " if the external influence of the revolutions is minimal.
This is especially so in the case of spontaneous popular revolutions where the
external factor may be influential in the democratic transition, although its
impact is decisive only when accompanied by facilitating domestic factors. The
study shows the relationship between the external factor and the geostrategic
location of the Arab state whereby the external factor becomes more important
according to the importance of the state. The study follows the evolution of the
principle of supporting democracy in US politics, which has been linked to US
interests and has ended up supporting regime stability. It also monitors a regional
and international trend of "promoting autocracy".

Democratic Transformation, Democratic Wave, Consolidating Democracy;,
Autocracy, US Foreign Policy.
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