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Short and Sweet:
The Principle of Parsimony and Methodism in Political Research
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Specialists in the philosophy of social sciences preach simplicity in choosing
variables during research design, the aim of which is to avoid the complexity of
abundance, reducing the clarity and logical consistency of the thesis. The rule of
using limited variables is based on the methodological rule called the "Principle of
Parsimony" which means that the most acceptable explanation is the simplest and
stipulates the use of the lowest possible number of variables in order to explain the
maximum possible number of phenomena. This study introduces this principle
and examines the reasons for its absence from political research by assuming that
the reason for the lack of parsimony in political research, and the tendency of
researchers to use multiple variables, is the widespread "methodologist" tendency;,
which emerges as a type of excessive confidence in the reliability of the method.

Principle of Parsimony, Methodism, Political Research.
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*  Professor of political science, University of Mostaganem Abdelhamid ibn Badis, Algeria.
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Elliott Sober, Ockham's Razors. A User's Manual (United Kingdom:

Cambridge University Press, 2015), p. 4; Alan Barker, "Occam's Razor in

Science: a Case Study from Biogeography," Biology and Philosophy, no. 22
(2007), p.199.

9  Alistair Cameron Crombie, Medieval and Early Modern Science, vol. 11
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard, 1959), p. 30; Jonathan Schaffer, "What Not to
Multiply Without Necessity," Australasian Journal of Philosophy, vol. 93, no. 4
(2015), pp. 644-645.
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11 Lewis White Beck, "The Principle of Parsimony in Empirical Science,"
The Journal of Philosophy, vol. 40, no. 23 (November 1943), p. 620.
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12 (2011), p. 88.
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University Press, 2004), p. 18.
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