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Salafism in Turkey: The Challenges of Spreading in a Sufi Society
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It is difficult to imagine an influential presence for Salafism in Turkey despite the
talk of the "spread" of Salafism there. This must be accompanied by methodological
questions that articulate the challenges related to the intellectual environment
of the Turkish society. It also relates to the historical context and political
competition amongst the Sunni community. One question is "How could Salafism
have such a powerful presence in a Sufi society, whose empire had adopted the
'opinion approach’ of Abu Hanifa and Maturidi and whose modern republic had
adopted the philosophy of the West and secularism?" Both are contrary to the
Salafi approach based on tradition and the literal commitment to the texts of the
Quran, Hadith and the sayings of 'al-Salaf a-Saleh'. Another question is "How can
Salafism overcome the historical and psychological barrier in Turkey that formed
as a result of Ottoman-Saudi disputes at the beginning of the nineteenth century
and whose intellectual effects have continued until a recent time?"

Turkey, Salafism, Sufism, Maturidism, Nagshbandi.
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