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Michel Foucault’s Concept of Civil Society
Between Technologies of Rule and Possibilities of Resistance
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Abstract: Civil society/State-relationship is ambiguous, often seen as
representing the counterpart or positive antithesis to state power, dominance and
oppression. This is apparent in the political theories of liberalism in both its
classic and modern forms, since liberal discourses assume that civil society has
an existence that transcends historical conflicts. However, the actual practices
of power are not only played out in the context of the state and the official
political institutions, civil society too is an excellent arena for the exercise of
power. This study examines the problematic civil society issues by means of the
genealogies of its concept as considered by French philosopher, Michel Foucault
in his lectures at the Collége de France.

Keywords: Civil Society, Liberalism, Neo-Liberalism, Genealogy
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(4) Daniel Zamora and Michael C. Behrent (eds.), Foucault and Neoliberalism (Malden, MA: Polity Press, 2016), p. 3..

(5) Vanessa Lemm and Miguel Vatter (eds.), The Government of Life: Foucault, Biopolitics, and Neoliberalism (New
York: Fordham University Press, 2014), pp. 1-2.

(6) Michel Foucault, The Birth of Biopolitics: Lectures at the Collége de France, 1978-1979, Edited by Michel Senellart
; General editors, Francois Ewald and Alessandro Fontana; Translated by Graham Burchell (New York : Palgrave
Macmillan, 2008), pp. 291-316.
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