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Timetable



Webinar Link:

®

Sunday, 9 August 2020

Webinar ID: (859 5263 3451)

Tamara Taher

Looking at and for the ‘Intellectual’ in the MENA Region and in Palestine:

15:00 - 16:30 Forms and Spaces of a Socially-embedded Relationship
Discussant: Elizabeth Kassab
Participant discussant: Yasmeen Daher
Yasmeen Daher
Morality in the Context of the Arab Revolutions
16:40 - 18:10

Webinar Link:

C)

Discussant: Rachid Boutayeb

Participant discussant: Tamara Taher

Monday, 10 August 2020

Webinar ID: (826 3296 3940)

Hassan Elkatawneh

Grievance Group Index, State Legitimacy Index, External Intervention Index, and Global Terrorism

15:00 - 16:30
Discussant: Omar Ashour
Participant discussant: Nanar Hawach
Nanar Hawach
Reexamining Strategies of Resilience: A Study of Regime Resilience and
16:40 - 18:10 Non-State Militias in the Syrian Civil War
Discussant: Omar Ashour
Participant discussant: Salah Sharief
Salah Sharief
The Dehumanization of Drone Warfare
18:20-19:50

Discussant: John Emery

Participant discussant: Hassan Elkatawneh



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_P0Y7lJ-XSrWny32hcsZKYA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-KyOYc90TJCffhBSDqCZEw

Webinar Link:

C)

15:00-16:30

Webinar Link:

®

15:00-16:30

Webinar ID: (8519723 4761)

Mustafa Nourallah

Understanding Young Individuals’ Initial Trust in Non-Sovereign Digital Currency

Discussant: Ayhab Saad

Tuesday, 11 August 2020
Webinar ID: (844 3639 2558)

Mohammad Al Asadi

Financing Reconstruction in Conflict-Affected Countries

Discussant: Ayhab Saad

Participant discussant: Anas Fassih

16:40 - 18:10

Amina Idrissi Chouahdi

Conditions for Applying International Accounting Standards in the Public Sector:
A Comparative Study of Morocco and Belgium

Discussant: Ali Mistarihi

Participant discussant: Mohammad Al Asadi

18:20 -19:50

Webinar Link:

S

18:20 -19:50

Anas Fassih

Transboundary Influences on Framing Renewable Energy Policies in the Middle East and
North Africa: A Comparison between Morocco and the United Arab Emirates

Discussant: Mohammed Hemchi

Participant discussant: Amina Idrissi Chouahdi

Webinar ID: (844 3639 2558)

Nada Berrada

Young People Getting By: Contextualizing Everyday Practices of Agency among Moroccan Youth

Discussant: Eid Mohamed



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VnZvA8zZTR6sAkfwrjR_Gw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rdQHqknDS0ipOuO3j2UkJg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mbTLc1GhS6SV7fgQDbvF0w

Webinar Link:

®

15:00-16:30

Wednesday, 12 August 2020

Webinar ID: (840 8578 7766)

Nur Arafeh

Dependent Development and Networks of Patronage: A Case Study of Hebron’s Industrial Business Elite

Discussant: Ayat Hamdan

Participant discussant: Khaled Anabtawi

16:40 -18:10

Webinar Link:

C)

16:40 - 18:10

Webinar Link:

C)

Khaled Anabtawi

Sectarian Space and the Controversy of Settler Colonialism in 1948 Occupied Palestine

Discussant: Ayat Hamdan

Participant discussant: Nur Arafeh

Webinar ID: (883 7482 0954)

Said El Ghazi El Imlahi

Religious Policy of the Spanish Protectorate System in Northern Morocco

Discussant: Abdelhamid Henia

Participant discussant: Amenah Fairouz Abdulkarim

Thursday, 13 August 2020

Webinar ID: (839 8268 7991)

Hanna Kreitem

Weaponization of Access: Phone Lines, Internet, and Data to Support Oppression.

15:00 - 16:30
Discussant: Dana El Kurd
Participant discussant: Ayah Omran-Randall
Ayah Omran-Randall
The Evolution of Women'’s Honour as a Sign of Loyalty in the Palestinian Legislative Practice
16:40 - 18:10

Discussant: Tariq Da'na

Participant discussant: Hanna Kreitem



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_j1Dk20cFThyMl9u8lfOLaw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Tx-33ec4QVmFDt-h7fsGiA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BAro761mTFSAM33fvZUJaA

Webinar Link:

C)

15:00-16:30

Webinar Link:

C)

Webinar ID: (819 5117 3757)

Amenah Fairouz Abdulkarim

The Legitimized Identity of the Mamluk Mi‘mar in the Late 9th/15th Century Cairo

Discussant: Abderrahmane EiImoudden

Participant discussant: Said El Ghazi El Imlahi

Saturday, 15 August 2020

Webinar ID: (869 8665 0126)

Souad Adnane

Exploring the Interplay between Women’s Agency and Access to Land Rights in the MENA

15:00 - 16:30
Discussant: Rabia Naguib
Participant discussant: Yasser Sultan
Hasnaa Mokhtar
Beyond Victims and Villains: Knowledge Production of "Gender Violence" in the Arab Gulf
16:40—18:10

Webinar Link:

C)

Discussant: Dana Olwan

Participant discussant: Souad Adnane

Sunday, 16 August 2020

Webinar ID: (879 4835 2868)

Hasan Ahmed Obaid

The Ideological Transformations of Islamic Social Movements in Egypt: The Cases of the Muslim
Brotherhood and the Salafist Call between 1981and 2013.

15:00 -16:30
Discussant: Abdelfattah Mady
Participant discussant: Hamzeh Al-Moustafa
Hamzeh Al-Moustafa
Assessing the Impact of Political Engagement on Syria’s Islamist Factions: An Appraisal of the
16:40 -18:10 | Transformations of Ahrar al-Sham, Jaysh al-Islam (Army of Islam), and Faylaq al-Sham (Sham Legion)

Discussant: Omar Ashour

Participant discussant: Hasan Ahmed Obaid
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CivjnobQT3KjAoN1k1tYeQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_saLgEe8ATUyVGtcUx6unlQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_d6x4COoIRfuL9X4nEyU2fw

Webinar Link:

C

15:00-16:30

Webinar Link:

S

15:00-16:30

Webinar Link:

C)

16:40 -18:10

Webinar Link:

C)

Webinar ID: (815 8127 8417)

Ahmed Jaafar Sadiq Alansari

Transnational Identities: Iraqi American Migrants Bridging Home and Host Societies

Discussant: Walid Hamarneh

Participant discussant: Sabrien Amrov

Monday, 17 August 2020

Webinar ID: (862 5754 0508)

Nagham Jaafar Majeed
A Comparative Study of Two Models to Present Phrasal Verbs

Discussant: Alaa El Gibali

Webinar ID: (895 56614570)

Yasser Sultan

Early Islamic Law and Women's Visibility in Public Space: Divergent Beginnings, Similar Ends

Discussant: Raoudha Elguedri

Participant discussant: Hasnaa Mokhtar

Webinar ID: (885 4482 9794)

Asmaa Essakouti

This missing link between Al-Hariri and Shidyaq

15:00 - 16:30
Discussant: Aymen Desouky
Participant discussant: Hiyem Cheurfa
Hiyem Cheurfa
Arab Women’s Digital Life Writing and the Politics of Dissent: Resistance 2.0
16:40 - 18:10

Discussant: Eid Mohamed

Participant discussant: Asmaa Essakouti



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ze1AOwNwRd2eGMxhCd_n7A
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_WYGmLpdeTPCc6-UKlgDHvw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YPfIH2T9T3-ok_Vwm3DOsg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZngifmZjStauQboVIzjMiA

Webinar Link:

S

Tuesday, 18 August 2020

Webinar ID: (842 3591 6313)

Aisha Al-Rashdi

The Bahraini 2011 Uprising and the Regime’s Securitisation of Sectarianism as a Survival Mechanism

15:00 - 16:30
Discussant: Luai Ali
Participant discussant: Mohammad Mahmoud
Mohammad Mahmoud
Political Theory and Communitarian-Cultural Conflicts: Normative and Descriptive Approaches to Syria
16:40 - 18:10

Webinar Link:

®

Discussant: Ammar Shamaileh

Participant discussant: Aisha Al-Rashdi

Webinar ID: (873 8366 0278)

Hadeel Hasan

The Aesthetic Consciousness of the Ugly in Contemporary Arabic Literature — Syrian Female Writers
of the Nineties

15:00 - 16:30
Discussant: Atef Botros
Participant discussant: Amal Mazouz
Amal Mazouz
Reinscribing Orientalism or Rewriting the Archetypes? Contemporary Western Female Travel
16:40 - 18:10 Writing and the Representation of Muslim Women

Webinar Link:

C)

15:00 - 16:40

Discussant: Walid Hamarneh

Participant discussant: Hadeel Hasan

Wednesday, 19 August 2020

Webinar ID: (868 9319 7685)

Elias Issam Ghazal

Religious Leaders, Sectarianism, and Protests in Lebanon

Discussant: Morten Valbjorn

Participant discussant: Elham Latifi
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4hZdZGwKRjqpdbegqA_XBw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1aEraQRuSD-0wmGaoA2vFw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZBFhnSdsTHuZcj1rFGfz5A

16:40 -18:10

Webinar Link:

®

Elham Latifi

Ethnic Identity and Ideological-National Conflict in Iran: Reflections on the Modernization of the
Ahwazi Identity Mobility

Discussant: Mahjoob Zweiri

Participant discussant: Elias Issam Ghazal

Webinar ID: (897 7182 9144)

Soufian Azouaghe

A Psychological Approach to the Impact of Educational Practice and Working Conditions on the
Mental Health of Teachers in Morocco

15:00 - 16:30
Discussant: Azzam Amin
Participant discussant: Donia Rmili
Donia Remili
Types of Violence and Suffering in the Health Sector - Case Study of Nurses in Tunis Governorate
16:40 —18:10

Webinar Link:

C)

Discussant: Azzam Amin

Participant discussant: Soufian Azouaghe

Thursday, 20 August 2020

Webinar ID: (842 6892 3873)

Mohamad-Mehdi Berjaoui

From National Resistance to a Regional Player: The Making of Hezbollah’s Foreign Policy

15:00 - 16:30
Discussant: Ammar Shamaileh
Participant discussant: Nour Allah Munawar
Nour Allah Munawar
Competing Heritage: Curating the Future Heritage of Post-Conflict Syria
16:40 - 18:10

Discussant: Sultan Barakat

Participant discussant: Mohamad-Mehdi Berjaoui



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GU3_XzJCQ8m-Ut2yTDs3Qg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Fxf3uCZ4Tl-zLn_ygUhnKA

Webinar Link:

C

Webinar ID: (895 8974 0738)

Sabrien Amrov

Making Home in Little Syria: Arab Migrants in Istanbul after the Arab Spring

15:00 - 16:30
Discussant: Raoudha Elguedri
Participant discussant: Ghofran M. Hilal
Ghofran M. Hilal
International Protection for Refugee Women and Girls: Jordan Case Study
16:40 - 18:10

Discussant: Ghassan Elkahlout

Participant discussant: Ahmed Jaafar Sadiq Alansari



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_gZO6faLyQnuy7yQPI7j2Lg

Background Paper



The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies will
convene a conference for graduate students from the
Arab region currently undertaking doctoral studies
within the social sciences and humanities in Western
universities. Recent PhD graduates who received their
doctorates in 2018/19 are also invited to participate.
Participants will present papers based on their PhD
theses and will receive a critical review from a specialist
within their topic in order to enrich their research.
This second round will build on the success of the first
ACRPS Conference for Graduate Students in Western
Universities held in spring 2018, which established an
unprecedented academic tradition in the Arab region.
Out of 250 applicants, 83 students were invited to
participate in the first round, presenting research based
on their PhD theses, and benefitting from evaluative
comments and suggestions from a pool of 40 specialists
in various social science and humanities disciplines.

The meeting will allow early career researchers to
enhance and develop their work through constructive
engagement with both established academics and their
fellow graduate students. By hosting the conference
in an Arab country, participating scholars can become
familiar with an Arab research agenda within their
own disciplines. Participants whose research would
normally have been authored in the languages of their
host countries will also have the chance to publish their
work in Arabic. This will help disseminate their research
to Arab audiences, impacting Arab academic discourse
and Arab societies more broadly. For participating
doctoral students and postdoc researchers who opt to
remain in their host countries, the conference is also
an opportunity to build lasting collegial, professional
networks with their counterparts in the region.

The upcoming conference will continue the ACRPS’
tradition, dating back to its foundingin 2011, of advancing
research cultureand academicstandards withinthe social
sciences and humanities in Arabic. This takes on added
significance in light of the marginalization of the social
sciences and humanities within the Arab region over the
preceding three decades. The meeting shall also further
the Center’'s commitment to interdisciplinary approaches
to history, philosophy, sociology, political science and
international relations. In furtherance of its aims, the
Center has held over 100 academic conferences and
symposia devoted to many of the pressing issues facing
Arab scholars. The proceedings of these conferences
have been published in book format and have formed an
important part of the Center’s publishing activities.
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Overall, the Center has released over 300 scholarly titles
covering a wide range of topics, thereby advancing
Arabic academic publishing. The ACRPS additionally
publishes six peer reviewed journals covering the
fields of history; sociology and other social sciences;
critical theory and philosophy; political science and
international relations; and forecasting and future
studies. The Center has worked to embrace aspiring Arab
scholars through the Arab Prize for Social Sciences and
Humanities. Intended to incentivize academic research
across a range of disciplines, the Arab Prize has so far
been awarded to 50 scholars who represent the diversity
of the Arab academy. Through these activities, the ACRPS
has contributed to the creation of an Arab research
agenda, forming a collaborative, symbiotic community
of scholars who are committed to academic integrity
and openness.

The upcoming conference will uphold this commitment
by providing an academic environment that allows
for the free exchange of ideas between Arab doctoral
students based in the West and established researchers
based at universities in the Arab Region. The conference
objectives thus include:

1. Providing a platform that brings together Arab
doctoral students based in western institutions
with their counterparts in the Arab region. First,
this will foster the creation of joint research projects
as well as personal-professional networks that
tie early career researchers to the Arab academy.
With participants coming from a wide range
of professional backgrounds, this will further
interdisciplinary  cooperation.

Giving participants the opportunity to benefit from
constructive engagement with both established
academics and their fellow graduate students,
allowing them to enhance and develop their own
research.

Serving to better acquaint Arab doctoral students
and recent doctoral graduates based in the West
with the research agendas of the social sciences and
humanities in the Arab region, allowing them to
contribute to and shape that agenda.

Affording doctoral students the opportunity to
disseminate their work through Arabic language
channels. The Arab Center will provide participants
with the option to publish Arabic language versions



of the research presented at the conference eitherin
book format or in one of the peer reviewed journals
that it publishes, pursuant to the ACRPS’ academic
standards.

Introducing Arab PhD candidates and recent PhD
graduates to Arab academic institutions, and
the needs and orientation of the Arab academic
employment market. This has the added benefit
of enhancing their employability in Arab academic
institutions.

Conference Topics

Participants from across the social sciences and
humanities are encouraged to apply (see details below
on eligibility). The conference will be held alongside
workshops, the timeslots of which will vary according
to discipline. While applications are open from any of
the disciplines in the social sciences and humanities, we
would particularly encourage prospective participants
from the following fields to apply:

« Political Science and International Relations

« History

+ Anthropology
« Sociology

+  Philosophy

« Economics

« Development Studies

e Media Studies and Cultural Studies
« Law and International Law

e Psychology

« Interdisciplinary specializations and approaches
which combine the above fields within the social
sciences and humanities

Conference Structure

Participants will be grouped into panels according to
research topic. Each participant on a given panel will
have the opportunity to present their work. In detail:

« The conference organizing committee will divide
participating scholars into topic based panels.

N

»  Each panel will be chaired by one or more academics
noted for their extensive experience in the relevant
field.

« Each panelist will be allowed between 20 and 30
minutes to present his or her research work.

« Each panelist will be followed by a designated
discussant given between 10 to 15 minutes to
provide commentary on the written version of the
paper, offering any suggestions for its improvement,
followed by an open discussion with both panel
participants and the audience.

« The ACRPS will coordinate the review, editing,
translation (where necessary) and publication of
Arabic versions of the participants’ papers through
one of the Center’s publication channels.

Application Guidelines

Prospective applicants must meet the following
conditions before being accepted to the conference:

« Be a currently registered graduate student at, or a
recent (2018/19) graduate from, a Western university
(based in Europe, North America or Oceania) with a
demonstrable connection to a member-state of the
Arab League.

« Allapplications must be submitted by e-mail no later
than 30July 2019. Please ensure that the following is

included:

1. The application form, which can be
downloaded here.

2. The research proposal (no more than 500

words in Arabic or English), including the
main research topic, methodology, and data/
fieldwork on which it is based. Once the
proposal is approved, successful participants
must prepare their research papers in
accordance with the writing and publication
standards of the Arab Center for Research and
Policy Studies.

An up to date CV.

A writing sample (a previous research paper
or published articles).



5. Academic references: An attached form
should be completed by at least one academic
referee who will fill out the form and return it
directly to the conference committee.

The conference committee will review the
applications and the research proposals on a
competitive  basis.

All applicants will be notified about the status
of their applications by email by September 10,
2019. Successful candidates’ participation in the
conference will be contingent upon the submission
of final research papers before the deadline specified
in the acceptance letter.

Fees

Registration is free for PhD students.

The Center will provide meals and accommodation
in Doha for all participants throughout the duration
of the conference.

Applicants whose proposals are accepted for
participation in the conference are welcome to
apply for travel grants. Grants assisting in the cost of
travel between a participant’s country of residence
and Qatar will be awarded on a competitive basis at
a later date.

Notes
Conference dates: from 9 - 20 August 2020

Venue: Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies,
Doha, Qatar

Conference languages: Arabic and English

For further enquiries by email:

arabdoct.conf@dohainstitute.edu.qa
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Elham Latifi

PhD student in political sociology, writing a thesis
focusing on Ahwazi cultural identity, at the University
of Liege, Belgium. She holds a Master's Degree from
the University of Tehran on educational philosophy. Her
research interests are centered on feminist, minority,
identity and asylum issues, and she has participated in
international conferences, as well as published several
academic articles in Arabic, French, English and Farsi.

Ethnic Identity and Ideological-National
Conflict in Iran: Reflections on the
Modernization of the Ahwazi Identity
Mobility

Iran is the most ethnically diverse country in the Middle
East. The country has faced difficulties integrating
different identities into the dominant discourse within
the Iranian identity, which is dominated by the Farsi
language. Arabs, who make up about 3% of Iran's total
population, reside in - as the Iranians call it — Khuzestan
Province, which neighbours Irag. They have played an
important political role throughout history, especially
during the Irag-lran war, which saw oil related Iraqi
desire added to the demand to annex Khuzestan to the
Arab world, based on the Arab majority of the richest oil
region in Iran. The Ahwazi identity movement, since 1925,
the year of the fall of Sheikh Khazal Al-Kaabi, underwent
several modernization processes, influenced by Nasserist
nationalism and the Baathist, Communist (the Iranian
Tudeh Party), and Wahhabi ideologies. This study
discusses the mechanisms of building the Arab identity
in Iran and sheds light on the process of modernizing the
identity movement in Ahwaz. This put the Arab ethnicity
in Iran at odds with the national identity, one that looks to
adopt intellectual horizons enabling it to penetrate other
identities so as not to become passive.
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PhD Student at Manchester Metropolitan University,
UK. She holds a Master's in Language and Literature
from the University of Tahri Mohamed, Bechar, Algeria.
She is currently a Student Ambassador at Manchester
Metropolitan University.

Reinscribing Orientalism or Rewriting
the Archetypes? Contemporary
Western Female Travel Writing and the
Representation of Muslim Women

This paper investigates and challenges the stereotypes of
Muslim women in Arab/Muslim countries as reproduced
in contemporary Western travelogues by women
writers. It employ Reina Lewis's representation theory to
uncover how the Muslim woman is represented in Jean
Sasson's Princess: Stepping Out of the Shadows (2018),
the last in a series of six books by the American author.
From the covers to the titles, to the narrative shape and
content, these texts carry a political agenda, and function
within a greater political scheme that goes far beyond
merely mesmerizing the Western reader with an exotic
faraway kingdom. Besides confirming Western imperial
superiority, these books are another ideological tool in US
foreign policy and the pursuit of oil. Furthermore, Mary
Pratt Lewis' concept of contact zones is used to explore
how Sasson locates herself in relation to her texts and
characters in confirmation of the West/Orient dichotomy.
Jean Sasson's texts prove that literature can be turned
into an effective weapon in ideological warfare, mass
manipulation, readership and directing public opinion
towards a carefully calculated effect.
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@ <11 auc jgpa dial

Amenah Fairouz Abdulkarim

Assistant Professor of Mamluk History at Kuwait
University, Kuwait. She obtained a PhD from Queen Mary
University in London, UK, in 2018. In March 2019 she was
awarded the first prize of Scientific Poster for Humanities
by Kuwait University. With a focus on the social and
professional history of the building craft during the
Mamluk era, she is currently working on a project that
aims to better understand the transmission of building
knowledge.

The Legitimized Identity of the Mamluk
Mi‘'mar in the Late 9*"/15'" Century Cairo

A prevalent argument in Mamluk scholarship states that
the Mi‘mar had a modest status as a repairman confined
to endowed properties (awqaf, s. waqgf). Nonetheless,
a comparative analysis of their depicted identity in
endowment documents, biographical dictionaries, and
chronicles reveals that in ninth/fifteenth-century Cairo,
the mi‘mar was perceived as a professional specialist
and authoritative figure representing the building
craftsmanship known at the earlier period as muhandis.
In the absence of direct material evidence of the daily
lives of building practitioners, the research approaches
the Mamluk muhandis/mi‘mar from different angles to
spot his identity elements and traits drawing on surviving
history accounts, archival endowment deeds, and literary
works. Although these domains differ in the employed
language and registers, they correspond in perceiving
the Mamluk muhandis as an ultimate representative
of the building profession. A chronological order of
historiographical references by Waliyy al-Din al-‘IraqT,
al-Magqrizi, and Ibn Taghribirdi, just to name examples of
specificfigures and incidents demonstrates that the term
mi‘'mar emerged in Egypt during the 9th century AH (15th
AD) to assign a professional expert known previously as
muhandis - closer to the contemporary understanding for
the role of an architect.
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Conditions for Applying International
Accounting Standards in the Public Sector:
A Comparative Study of Morocco and
Belgium

Since 2008, public accounting has undergone a real
revolution and continuous development globally.
The International Public Sector Accounting Standards
(IPSAS), adopted by the International Federation of
Accountants (IFAC), mainly aim to improve the principle
of transparency, accountability and effectiveness in the
public sector, in addition to standardizing procedures
among organizations. However, IPSAS standards are still
only partially applied in Morocco and Belgium. This study
is based on a comparison between the two kingdoms and
seeks to determine the extent of IPSAS implementation
and the possibility of generalizing them in order to know
their efficacy and effectiveness. In order to determine
whether international accounting standards should be
adopted or used as a reference by the public sector in
Morocco, it is important to analyse these standards in
light of the social and political context, the geographical
situation and development prospects of the country.
Accordingly, this study seeks to answer a central question:
Has the comprehensive reform of financial information
systems, especially the publication of international
public sector accounting standards, contributed to the
consolidation of this good governance in both Morocco
and Belgium?

17

Jaj gl d=0olay pwillg ajLaill aribgll dwjaall a3liwi
arwlull @glell (na aljgisall (nle Cilny . palsi (a
Lal i (2020) ausialill aul d<2ala (a dyclaiallig

A julsiVllg appell grisllly AllGall go agaell

wa adgall auwlaall pulea (Gubhi bg o
wall gu dijléa dwlja :qalall glhéll
IK1alig

djgi aalell a&rwliall @gadca ra iy 2008 @lc iia
Julea waai 3] {allellg bgjgl (na plgia [jg Liig & 1618
ALaiVll @i ¢l IPSAS alsll glhall ddgall arwlaall
arala il Tata grwai anll Linkwl AFAC griwlhall ¢nigadl
¢a aclgall ada (Guhi cLiil adclallg gjlgill (Guaaig
g adLuwlll A 1agi (] &alp] diogasll Glclhdll gal
slhall aigall arwlaall ylea JIji VM g<Slg .Glabhiall
Jnda alijy a6y by Guhi < 1alig wpall ga JS (na alell
@abwi uislaall gt dijléall inlc @ tivall Litwlja J<=lg
dlilsalg IPSAS aclgdll ada Guhi taa ddjea ha
Lo a7 Jol gog Laitlclag Laiclai daje0 3 nd Laatasi
elhall agall arwlall palea slaicl Jwnall pa gls13)
d120j0 1clgd gpgl laalaliwl gi gy<all (na @lsll
oia Jhierjgpall go aila Jlall deyhy glhall 1A al
ALl cuobiwllg cnelaizVl Glowll <g 6 na jileall
cLijg a6 dyaiill Glolg guliwllg (ralyall asibgg
Ja:9a ¢njsja JIgw ge bl dwljalloda Jglaiayle
«alall alagleall @hil Jaldll Mo\l ] egalll @alw
@lallglhdll & tgall arwball pylea pdi JU5 go lapw M
s 1alig wp=all ga Js (na apdifdl @sall i@ a 1bgi cna



Jhailj-glpac ail

Ayah Omran-Randall

PhD Graduate in Law from the University of New South
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The Evolution of Women's Honour as a
Sign of Loyalty in Palestinian Legislative
Practice

Why and how is the Palestinian legislative process
affected by the intersection of specific social divisions?
What are the stages of the evolution of the concept of
honour as asign of loyalty in the legislative process? These
are the questions asked in this paper and examined using
an analytical doctrinal method. This paper highlights the
concrete social relations that result from the intersection
of the specific social divisions within the co-existing
nationalism projects affecting Palestine. The main
outcome is the constant evolution of honour as a sign of
loyalty that persists in the legislative process. Honour as a
sign of loyalty enjoys a high level of versatility. During the
era of Jordanian rule in the West Bank, honour had two
purposes: balancing between tradition and modernity
and reflecting loyalty to the community. However, the
value of honour as a sign of loyalty was elevated as
part of the Palestinian nationalism project. Moreover,
women of poor classes were much more emancipated
compared to the women of the bourgeois class until the
1940s. That is, the strict regulation of sexuality was felt
mainly by women of the bourgeois class. Nationalism
helped to spread bourgeois values to the poorer classes.
Nationalism made the strict regulation of sexuality a
cross-class phenomenon.
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Transnational Identities: Iragi American
Migrants Bridging Home and Host
Societies

The study tries to assesses the extent of Iraqi American
ties to Iragi communities in their home country. How are
these relations sustained? How important is it for them
to maintain relations with their home communities? How
does the Iraqi American community use social media to
help new immigrants in their process of adjustment
to new ways of life? And what does the Iraqi American
community do through social media to challenge, resist,
or change the stereotypes about Iraqgis in the US? The
research employed ethnography, discourse analysis of
ethnographic texts, and ethnography of the internet.
The study concludes that social media has taken on
an increasingly important role in the communicative
process between the members of community and in the
announcement of social, religious and cultural events.
The role of social networking is to sustain cultural
momentum within the community through providing
the social and educational topics for discussion among
members of society through various social media, where
it is an object of discussion without the need to adhere to
a particular time or place.
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The missing link between Al-Hariri and
Shidyaq

This paper examines two Arab icons: al-Hariri (1054-1122)
and Ahmad Faris al-Shidyaq (1804-1877). Despite coming
fromdifferenteras,thesetwoArabscholarsusedthe same
genre to express their vision and theoretical framework.
They also stand at two opposite ends of what is perceived
as "the missing link in Arab History". This missing link,
according to Moroccan critic Al-Jabri, lasted for almost
six centuries, from the Siege of Baghdad in 1258 until
Napoleon's Campaign in 1798. It was also marked by two
conquests, the first of which drowned Arabic translations
of Greek literature, and the second of which revived the
urge to translate European Literary and scientific works.
More than just a period of time, this missing link is a
territory bearing witness to conflicting powers, languages
and translations that prove the need to analyze Arabic
Literature (especially al-magamat) using the lenses of
both translatability and untranslatability.
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Religious Leaders, Sectarianism, and
Protests in Lebanon

This paper explores the capacity of religious leaders to
engage in effective [de]sectarianization. Sectarianism
is constructed by accentuating sectarian identity and
exploiting sectarian differences in order to solicit support
from one religious group against another, for the benefit of
the "sectarianizer". This research seeks to understand the
mechanics of sectarianization by exploring methods and
approaches employed by the religious establishment to
expand its sectarian influence and power. As an "epistemic
community,” religious leaders have the skills (exegesis),
resources (scriptures), and authority (God's agents) to
manufacture knowledge that influences civil society and
decision makers. In particular, the research focuses on the
role of Shi'i religious leaders as [de]sectarianizing agents
in Lebanon. The anti-government protests that erupted
in Lebanon in October 2019 made several demands,
including the abolishment of the sectarian system and the
establishment of secular governance. In the face of this
swelling desectarianization movement, Hezbollah and
Amal supporters stood out for opposing the revolution and
openly reasserted their Shi'i identity. On the other hand,
non-partisan Shi'i clergy and laity rejected the sectarian
regime and advocated for a Lebanese national identity
that envelopes sectarian identity. This paper examines
the discourse of both groups, using securitization and
sectarianizationtheories, and offers some conclusions about
the future of sectarian identity and regime in Lebanon.
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Transboundary Influences on Framing
Renewable Energy Policies in the Middle East
and North Africa: A Comparison between
Morocco and the United Arab Emirates

What transboundary policies are behind energy
transition in Morocco and the United Arab Emirates? Is
this energy transition something that flows up from the
bottom, politically? Or, is it a top-down project created
as a response to the demands of great powers, such as
China and Germany? These are the questions driving
the current study. Drawing on a comparative analysis,
the paper evaluates transnational policies behind the
creation of Noor Abu-Dhabi Solar Plant in the UAE and
Noor Ouarzazate Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) in
Morocco. The national governments of both countries
have maintained a visible presence in the grand scheme
of energy transition in the MENA region. They have both
acknowledged the issue of climate risk mitigation as a
legitimate responsibility of the state and have gradually
engaged in the process of policymaking to that end.
However, there is growing evidence that the framing of
renewable energy policies in both countries is influenced
by external great powers such as China and Germany.
It is against the backdrop of this debate that this paper
aims to assesses renewable energy policies in Morocco
and the UAE, drawing a comparison between the way
Chinese and German sustainable energy policies frame
energy transition policies in both countries.
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Looking at and for the 'Intellectual' in the
MENA Region and in Palestine: Forms and
Spaces of a Socially-Embedded Relationship

What is the role and function of the intellectual? How does
the definition of this figure affect, and interact with, the
way in which societies perceive themselves and define
knowledge, culture, power, and the relationships among
their social groups and classes, and with their "others"?
These questions have been investigated not only in
academic and intellectual circles but also in wider public
debates, especially in times of political and social upheaval
andtechnologicalchanges.The MENAregionis noexception
to that, and offers an interesting space of research, as its
intellectuals (and societies) have been faced with (geo)
political, social and economic challenges throughout the
last century. The paper suggests that the role and function
of the intellectual in the contemporary world can be
critically explored and interrogated. Looking specifically at
the Palestine context, and inspired by concepts offered by
critical thinkers (Fanon, Said and, in particular, Gramsci), it
suggests that an 'intellectual function' can be found in (un)
conventional milieus: in forms and spaces where people
narrate, signify and elaborate their understanding of the
world in a constant 'hegemonic-pedagogic' relationship
with their surroundings and with the social, political and
economic relations that they live in daily.
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Hassan Elkatawneh

Public Policy PhD Graduate from Walden University, USA.
Founder of the Arab Committee for Conflict Resolution
and Mediation. He has conducted extensive research in
public administration, conflict resolution, and terrorism
studies. He is a member of the National Association for
Leadership and Success and the American Society for
Public Administration.

Grievance Group Index, State Legitimacy
Index, External Intervention Index, and
Global Terrorism

The purpose of this quantitative cross-sectional study is
to obtain a more accurate diagnosis of the factors that
incite terrorism through examining the extent to which
independent variables (the Group Grievance Index
(GGI), the Legitimate State Index (LSI), and the External
Intervention Index (Ell)) can predict the dependent
variable (the level of global terrorism (GTI)) for the period
between 2006 and 2017. The study included data from the
162 member states of the United Nations, covering 99.7%
of the world's population. Game theory and the political
process theory provided the theoretical frameworks for
the study. Multinomial logistic regression analysis was
used to assess the effect of the interaction on the relation
between GGl, SLI, Ell, and GTI. The results of the study
demonstrated that the relationship between the level of
terrorism and the independent variables varies according
to the level of terrorism. Interaction between GGI, SLI,
and Ell was negatively associated with GTI in countries
with low GTI risk with an adjusted odds ratio 0.99, but
in the countries with a medium and high level of GTI, the
relationship was positive, and the adjusted odds ratio
was respectively 1.01 and 1.02.
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Hasan Ahmed Obaid

PhD in Political Science from Duisburg-Essen University,
Germany. He has taken part in several conferences and
published many articles about the Palestinian cause
and Islamic movements. Hassan's research currently
focuses on Islamic and social movements and their role
in democratic transition. He co-authored The Palestinian
Refugees in the West Bank: the Sustainability of Life
and Determination to Return.

The Ideological Transformations of Islamic
Social Movements in Egypt: The Cases of
the Muslim Brotherhood and the Salafist
Call between 1981 and 2013.

This thesis compares the Muslim Brotherhood and Salafist
Call, using cross-case analysis techniques including case-
ordered effects and causal networks. It considers the time
span between 1981 and 2013, which is shaped by the rule
of Hosni Mubarak until the Islamist president, Mohamed
Morsi, was ousted on 3 July 2013. The main question in
this analysis asks how changes within the regime's power
networks affected the ideological transformation of Islamic
movements in Egypt. The study examines the effect of the
regime's power network on the ideological transformation
of the Islamic social movements in Egypt. It argues that
the political structure is only partially able to explain that
transformation and "single-factor" explanations alone are
not sufficient for its interpretation. It stretches our analytical
framework and expands it to include ideological, economic,
military, and political networks. According to Michael Mann's
theory of social power, each of these networks "is centered
on a different means of organization and social control".
Mann's theoretical framework helps to highlight some of the
interconnected networks that contributed to changes within
the Egyptian regime. In addition, the thesis will address
how such transformations were the basis of the ideological
transformation of the Islamic social movements in Egypt.
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Hasnaa Mokhtar

PhD Candidate in International Development at Clark
University, USA, currently working on her dissertation,
which focuses on decolonizing knowledge production
of gendered violence in the Arab Gulf. Her research and
writings aim at amplifying the voices of Muslim women
and tackling violence. She has also worked as a journalist
in Arab News, and her articles have appeared in Fortune,
Yahoo, Bustle, and MuslimGirl. Previously, she served
as the Executive Director of the Center for Nonviolent
Solutions in Massachusetts.

Beyond Victims and Villains: Knowledge
Production of "Gender Violence" in the
Arab Gulf

How might a decolonial conceptualization of gender-based
violence inform research and knowledge production, as well
as antiviolence policy making and intervention efforts, in
Muslim-majority countriesand communities? Contemporary
literature on the Arab Gulf in the English Language: (1) is
devoid of nuances, gendered perspectives, relevant local
realities, and is predominately produced by white men (the
"experts") located in "modern/colonial educational
institutions"; (2) is Western centric, with its shallow,
xenophobic, and racist depictions of Gulf communities,
overshadows discussions on the region, homogenizing
the narrative and stigmatizing its people; (3) scarcely uses
data and studies on gender-based violence. Consequently,
knowledge production and policy making on gender violence
remain entangled within two discourses: reductionist views
of saving the victimized Arab Gulf woman and patriarchal
dogma of protecting the piety of Arab Gulf woman. Utilizing
a decolonial feminist lens, |, a Saudi American woman, trace
key turning points, including an autoethnographic account
of my experience, and people's experiences, conducting
doctoral research on gender violence in Kuwait City (2018-19).
| draw attention to how colonial methods of producing
knowledge on the Arab Gulf countries continue to aid and
sustain structural and interpersonal violence.
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Hamzeh Al-Moustafa

PhD student in Middle East Politics at the University of
Exeter, UK and Assistant Researcher at the Arab Center of
Research and Policy Studies. He holds a Master's Degree in
Political Science and International Relations from the Doha
Institute for Graduate Studies, Doha. He has published
many peer-reviewed research papers and a book titled The
Virtual Public Sphere in the Syrian Revolution: Features,
Orientations, and Mechanisms to Create Public Opinion.

Assessing the Impact of Political
Engagement on Syria's Islamist Factions:
An Appraisal of the Transformations of
Ahrar al-Sham, Jaysh al-Islam (Army of
Islam), and Faylaqg al-Sham (Sham Legion)

Since the outset of 2013, Islamist factions have been at
the center of the armed struggle against both the Syrian
regime and its foreign-backed factions (militias). This
development has now become one of many shaping the
Syrian conflict. The armed conflict thus became, gradually,
limited between the regime and its allied militias on the
one hand, and the Islamist forces on the other. In light of
the dearth of available studies in this regard, the research
seeks to provide a deeper understanding of Islamist
movements in Syria by examining the experience of three
of them, namely, Ahrar al-Sham, Jaysh al-Islam (Army of
Islam), and Faylaq al-Sham (Sham Legion). It explores
their political mechanisms, determinants of their
behaviour, and the contextual and structural frameworks
in which they operate. Furthermore, it seeks to monitor
the key features that form the discursive, behavioural
and organisational changes of these movements, and
assesses the impact of these changes on their current
and future strategies, in light of the various international
efforts to integrate them into the political process. The
research paper addresses issues of inclusion/exclusion-
moderation, deconstruction and explication. It explores
the key question of why the Syrian armed Islamist
movements transformed their discourses, behaviours
and organisational structures during the revolution/war.
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PhD Researcher and Associate Lecturer in Media and
Communication at Northumbria University, UK. He holds
a Master's Degree in Business Administration from Birzeit
University, Palestine. His research interests are the effects
of the internet and technology on societies including
digital inequalities related to emerging technologies as
well as inequalities perpetuated as forms of oppression.
His current research projects look at artificial internet
limitations and their relation to tangible outcomes of
internet use and to weaponization of access, and the
blockchain disadvantaged.

Weaponization of Access: Phone Lines,
Internet, and Data to Support Oppression.

This research looks at limiting access to communication
technology as a mechanism for maintaining control within
colonial practice. It looks at how controlling powers induce
and maintain digital inequalities to strengthen their
control and manage possibilities of harvesting powers
of communication technology, including data, towards
emancipation opportunities and acts of resistance, including
prospects for participation in the network society. The
main case under study is power relations in Palestine.
The study describes Israeli de facto and de jure control of
communication technology in Palestinian territory, whether
through controlling access to infrastructure and media,
surveillance and control of online practice, or use of data
collected and utilized to oppress people under occupation as
a tool to support the security apparatus. These practices are
then put into a perspective of power relations to describe it
as an act of weaponization of access. The paper also looks at
similar practices in other areas of the world, trying to connect
them through analyzing common aspects that define the act
of weaponization of access, and how it is related to current
Internet regulations, particularly the latest weaponization of
access through data collection and control for use in security-
related decisions about people.
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PhD student at the Geneva Institute for Graduate Studies.
His research interests are focused on identity studies,
sociology of space and place in colonial-settler reality.
He worked as a researcher at the Madar Center for Israeli
Studies in Ramallah and as an assistant researcher at the
Mada al-Carmel Arab Center for Applied Social Studies.
He has published works on several academic and cultural
platforms, including a study on the Balfour Declaration
in Madar's Israeli Issues journal, and by Madarb Center
published paper on military rule in the West Bank.

Sectarian Space and the Controversy
of Settler Colonialism in 1948 Occupied
Palestine

The study seeks to understand the sociological structure
of the sectarian space in Palestinian towns and villages
in the Palestinian territories in 1948. It tracks the
manifestations of sectarianism within towns at the
level of local political organization, spaces and places.
These questions were addressed through the perceptions
and expressions of the research participants. The study
raises the question of people's awareness of sectarian
manifestations in 1948-occupied Palestinian villages and
towns. How do participants express their self-perceptions
of their sectarian identity? What are the local political
expressions related to this identity within the town?
And what are the spatial manifestations? The study
traces these manifestations within the framework of
understanding the political context of Palestinian society
at home as a colonial-settler reality based on erasure.
The study is based on the phenomenological approach,
and uses qualitative research tools, such as in-depth
interviews in religiously mixed Palestinian towns, with
special attention paid to the city of Shefa-'Amr, as well as
observation of the daily life in the city.
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PhD graduate and researcher in social psychology at the
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in Tunis and at
the National School of Fine Arts University in Paris. She
currently works as a professor at the Higher Institute of
Nursing Sciences in Tunis and received the President's
Prize in the Humanities in 2011. She has authored a
book on self-immolation among unemployed Tunisians,
as well as several other publications. She is especially
interested in topics related to violence and identity, as
well as emerging problems in health psychology.

Types of Violence and Suffering in the
Health Sector - Case Study of Nurses in
Tunis Governorate

Amidst recent social and political changes, many areas
have seen increasing violence, including the workplace.
The health sector is among the most important sectors
facing global exposure to violence. This study aims,
using a two-fold methodology, to assess the types and
causes of violence faced by Tunisian nurses as well as
the consequences for their health. A questionnaire in
the framework of an exploratory study forms the first
step, followed by individual interviews and a set of
psychological tests to evaluate variables to complete
the research. Three hospitals in Tunis were sampled and
the systems approach was employed as a theoretical
framework.

Amongthe mostimportantresearchresults, 75% of nurses
were found to have experienced violence. Verbal violence
was most common, especially by patient families, at
37%. Nurses also suffer from anxiety, from psychological
fatigue at work at a rate of 48.3% and anxiety resulting
from psychological trauma at 54.6%. The study also
shows that there are problems in communication
between nurses and patients, especially in emergency
departments.
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Souad Adnane

PhD Student in Public Policy at George Washington
University, USA. She also works also as a consultant at the
World Bank. Her work consists mainly of legal research and
consultations for client governments regarding reforms in
favor of legal gender equality. She is a Fulbright alumna
and holds an MA in Public Policy with a concentration
in Women's Studies from the same university. Her
publications cover women's economic participation in the
MENA region and women's property rights.

Exploring the Interplay between Women's
Agency and Access to Land Rights in the
MENA

Strong systems of property rights are correlates of economic
growth and so is women's participation in the economy.
The Middle East and North Africa region records both
the lowest female labour participation in the world and
the lowest scores on the property rights indicator of the
Fraser's Economic Freedom Index. Granting women equal
property rights to men would spur economic growth, first
by strengthening property rights systems in general, and
second by promoting women's economic participation.
The present paper explores, from a legal perspective, two
major aspects of women's property rights, especially in the
MENA: land ownership and self-ownership. Self-ownership
is an important component of women's property rights, yet
often overlooked. Even when the law guarantees women a
certain level of rights to dispose of property, including land,
other aspects of it compromise those rights by undermining
women's self-ownership. Using a mixed methods approach,
the paper first presents a survey of legal restrictions
undermining women's land ownership in the MENA region.
It then highlights the strong association between women's
land rights and self-ownership, as operationalized by
women's freedom of movement, freedom to make decisions
affecting their own lives and freedom from violence.
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Said El Ghazi El Imlahi

PhD Graduate in Contemporary History from the
University of Granada, Spain. His interests include the
management of religion and educational inclusion
policies for students of Arab origin in a number of
Spanish state institutions and regional governments. He
has published two studies: one in Spanish related to the
management of Islam in Spain and a second in Arabic
concerned with the confrontation and containment of
religious extremism in Spain. He is also a Cultural and
Social Mediator.

Religious Policy of the Spanish
Protectorate System in Northern Morocco

This paper examines the structure of the Spanish
Catholic state and how it was able in certain historical
circumstances to rule a Muslim-majority region in a way
that did not completely clash with their spiritual beliefs
and religious institutions. It is a historical anthropological
study that defines the nature of the colonial protectorate
system as well as the centres of religious influence
in Moroccan society and explains how the colonizer
managed to domesticate religious institutions
politically and socially. This was achieved either through
ideological discourse produced by colonial propaganda
in that period, or through policies that inspire religious
polarization, which ultimately changed the nature of the
relationship between society and the state in Morocco.
The methodology studied and categorised colonial
documents from the Spanish and French archives,
drawing a comparative analysis with other historical
sources from Morocco itself or other countries competing
with Spain.
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Soufian Azouaghe

Researcher at the Mohammed V University and the
University of Grenoble Alpes. He completed his PhD at
Grenoble University in 2019, where his doctoral thesis was
titled "Mental Health While Working in State Schools: a
Study of Organizational and Psychological Determinants
of Moroccan Teachers". He has worked as an professor at
the same university, where he taught social sciences and
employment psychology methods. He has participated
in many conferences and published research on mental
health and well-being in schools.

A Psychological Approach to the Impact
of Educational Practice and Working
Conditions on the Mental Health of
Teachers in Morocco

The teaching profession in Morocco is difficult. It is
both critical to human development and subject to
constraints that affect the health of those involved in
it. In addition to the long-term challenges of teaching,
there are many issues that wear teachers down, including
the various types of violence and aggression they face
inside and outside educational institutions, which have
been exacerbated in recent years. Moreover, many
teachers suffer from chronic health problems, including
diabetes and high blood pressure. Some national reports
document the difficult working conditions for teachers,
which include managing overcrowded departments,
a lack of resources, and lack of discipline in students.
This psychological study investigates the impact of job
demands on psychological health for teachers working in
primary and secondary education in Morocco.

33

oiLali .ol Jigigye d=alag guolall xana aeoly &l
wna Jaell (na arwaill aanll" glgisy aljgisy dagybl
A rarhiill dlaaaall Gwlja :dragiall d taga<ll Gwjaall
uli Jigigy¢ d=alagna’ ‘a2l glwjaall inal drwaillg
¢ dawai d 2alall (na 15 Ldia liwl Jac (2019 alc)
«clainll @glell (na aaiall Laiy ga falga dic guja
adgall dlpaigall ga aaell cna ¢yl . Jaeldl guoi @ leg
a alnall axgag aanll Lilvay wiisi (uill «atibgllg
aLwaill danll dsleia Gljgibia al Gjan las . Jasll

uwjaall hawgll (na alaylig

&/igall Glclaill aaglgum &y lao
danll cna Jall wgybg digyjill dwjlaall
=ally grwjrall duuaill

@ renll gaall wasl upeall a gujaill diaa JS i
(gLl g1gsi dupgns dn o adraiwi La wl] A
daap na il laild ga alaljs] go aapei La wllg
«ngujill Jasll tilc daglaall wila (nlla Lay gl diall
cLli Laiag «grwjall jaiiwi il @aélgall i ii
ulga=llg wisll ga daliva ¢lgill Layd ggvy=iy wnill
alaiwl quillg Laajlag dadeill alwwdall Jala
gl @i .aluiiMl jiiag LAVl gai w(nle apuaill algclll (ha
aag ulc Laia ‘@inja dap AU da ggiles grwjaall
Wy g @l b elaijlg «opysaull o0 gpgnall
will dusenll Jasll wgpb il Lol diibgll 1)laill
@aLwalll jai Mia Laiag {@aiinae axilwill Laga gujlay
@acg atatleill Jilwgllg yjlgall (na (pdillg ahisall
JLao (na dwlpall oda gyaii «ayle Liyg A golill bLynil
] arwill Jasll (na danll dwlyy JUA ga guaill @ lc
Job Jasll cilulhia pili 3 yani el cneowi ¢ gwjaall
Psychological health a&Lwaill @ anll (na ajgag demands
nilx it @ =il cna grwjlaall grwysall ] drwill

p2ally ¢ngilillg



gjac (Wl
Sabrien Amrov

PhD candidate in Human Geography at the University
of Toronto, Canada. She is a CGS-Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) doctoral fellow.
Her work examines place-making and homing practices
of Arab migrants in Istanbul after the Arab Spring.
Through cognitive mapping, her work bridges the field of
affective geographies, geographies of religion, questions
of belonging and imperial histories. Her work has been
published by The New York Times, The Funambulist, and
other outlets.

Making Home in Little Syria: Arab
Migrants in Istanbul after the Arab Spring

This paper explores how Arab migrants produce a sense
of belonging in Istanbul's Little Syria after the Arab
Spring (2011-2013). It investigates this question through
a cultural and political ethnography of Little Syria. Little
Syria is a neighborhood in Istanbul with a misleading
name. Since the Arab Spring of 2011-13, it has become a
hub not only for Syrian refugees, but also for a growing
number of migrants from other Arab countries, including
Yemen, Egypt, Libya, and Irag. My research examines how
Arab migrants in Little Syria create intimate solidarity
connections in places that are both near (geographically
and culturally) and far (by virtue of different political
histories and identities) from their homes. Drawing
from geography scholarship on transnationalism
and migration, the research is guided by three sets of
questions: 1) How do Arab migrants negotiate their
own place-making practices and what might impede,
interrupt or unsettle this negotiation? 2) How do imperial
histories permeate migrants' contemporary experiences
of migration and settlement in Little Syria? 3) How does
Little Syria specifically, and Istanbul more broadly, play
a role as a cultural and political node in the broader
transnational identity-making for Arab migrants after
Arab Spring?
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PhD graduate from the University of Leeds, School of
Law, UK, (2019) researching the dehumanization of drone
warfare. He was the winner of the University of Leeds
Three Minute Thesis. He also holds an MA in History from
SOAS, University of London, UK (2015).

The Dehumanization of Drone Warfare

This paper introduces the notion of dehumanization,
elucidates its relationship with detachment and distance,
and demonstrates how technology, in particular
drone warfare, has contributed to detachment and
dehumanization in armed conflict. Drone warfare
is transforming war from defined periods of high-
intensity conflict in concentrated geographical locations
to continuous and indefinite periods of low-intensity
operations without boundaries. This effectively blurs
the line between war and peace, creating greater
human insecurity towards life. The research concludes
that through physical and psychological distancing,
drones anonymize the enemy, leading to a partial
dehumanization whereby the humanity of a person is
masked, blurred, or faded. This in turn leads to a reduced
resistance to killing and a greater willingness to engage in
low-intensity operations of armed attack. States enjoy the
ability to deploy independent drone operations without
the responsibility of committing to an official armed
conflict. The paper further concludes that while drones
areindeed proliferating and technological advancements
areinevitable, they should be regulated according to their
nature. More specifically, the paper proposes that use of
military drones is limited to official and legally recognized
armed conflicts.
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PhD candidate in International Relations at the University
of St. Andrews, Scotland, and a fellow at the Center of
Syrian Studies. Her working thesis is 'Comparative Study
of the Sectarian Rhetoric used by both the Syrian and
Bahraini Regimes during the 2011 Uprisings.' She holds
an MA in Modern Middle Eastern Studies (2014) from
Leiden University, the Netherlands and an undergraduate
degree from the Department of International Affairs,
Qatar University 2012.

The Bahraini 2011 Uprising and the
Regime's Securitisation of Sectarianism as
a Survival Mechanism.

The paper will attempt to answer how and why the
Bahraini regime was able to survive the 2011 uprising. The
focusis onthe period of the regional intervention and the
uprising aftermath up to the recent event of the 2017 Gulf
crisis effect on the regime's national security rhetoric.
This research argues that the Bahraini uprising of 2011
was not a sectarian struggle for power, but rather a result
of realpolitik policies. It showcases the diverse voices
and demands of the Bahraini streets and political parties
during the 2011 protests, that were marginalized by the
state media and regime's claims of 'sectarian abyss.'
This discourse succeeded in presenting the uprising as
a sectarian struggle, which need to be 'omitted' from
the citizens memories because of its sectarian 'nature.’
The Bahraini regime's sectarian securitization and later
the de-securitization process of the uprising as a tool to
contain the situation and remain in power is examined
through the lenses of historical discourse analysis. Within
this is the interaction between the regime and the people
in certain complex and conflicted social settings that has
allowed the regime to survive thus far.
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PhDstudentin Public Law at the University of Lyon, France.
Her research focuses on the international protection of
refugees in particular the protection of women refugees.
She holds an LLM in Human Rights from the University of
Lyon. She worked as a research and teaching assistant at
the Faculty of Law at the University of Jordan. She has two
years of legal training at the Jordanian Bar Association
while working as a volunteer researcher and translator
for the Amman Center of Human Rights Studies (ACHRS).

International Protection for Refugee
Women and Girls: Jordan Case Study

Protection of refugees in Jordan is a legal issue of
utmost concern in local public opinion, despite the
"fragile" legal inconsistencies in the internal protection
system. Although UNHCR is considered one of the most
sophisticated systems at the global level in its protection
of refugees and asylum seekers, it struggles toaddress the
challenges facing the most vulnerable people, including
women and girls. This is cause for concern considering the
higher risks women and girls face in refugee situations.
This study discusses the issue of the effectiveness of the
international refugee protection system in facing new
(and emerging) challenges related to refugee women and
girls. The paper begins with the legal framework, defining
the protection that refugee women and girls receive
under UNHCR jurisdiction. It goes on to discuss how the
concept of "vulnerability" provides a strong basis for
building additional protections for women in need. This is
related to the contemporary challenges for the protection
of refugee women and girls in Jordan.
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Financing Reconstruction in
Conflict-Affected Countries

Countries emerging from armed conflict face enormous
challenges; peace settlement, institution building, and
sustainable economic recovery are prominent among
these. Overcoming such challenges requires mobilizing
huge funds to support various human, social, and
economic interventions during the reconstruction
phase. Given the shallow financial resources in war-
torn economies, and the volatility and conditionality
of aid funds, the need for external borrowing becomes
pressing. It becomes crucial however to analyze the fiscal
sustainability in post-conflict countries in early stages
to avoid an unsustainable fiscal position. Reaching such
a position in post-conflict settings can jeopardize -in the
medium to long-run- the gains of years of peace and
development threatening a relapse into conflict. This
research aims to define the determinants affecting fiscal
sustainability in post-conflict countries. It uses panel data
analysis with a fixed effect model to answer the research
question. The preliminary results show that foreign direct
investment (FDI), official development assistance (ODA),
and natural resources rent have a positive significant
impact on fiscal sustainability in conflict-affected
countries, while military expenditure was found to
have a profound negative effect on fiscal sustainability.
Surprisingly however, military expenditure was found
to have a positive impact on fiscal sustainability in
non-conflict countries, along with exports.
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to receive three master's degrees from the Lebanese
American University (an MBA, an MA in International
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From National Resistance to a Regional
Player: The Making of Hezbollah's Foreign
Policy

This paper studies Hezbollah's foreign policy, concentrating
on Hezbollah's intervention in Syria and Iraq. While
there has been a growth in the study of Hezbollah's
domestic and regional politics recently, its foreign policy
in a global systemic context remains understudied within
mainstream International Relations. This paper seeks to
uncover the motives and drivers of Hezbollah's foreign
policy. Although many of Hezbollah's foreign policy actions
and tools seem to be power driven and the assumptions
of realism are very applicable to the regional context
that Hezbollah operates in, this paper challenges the
mainstream notion of explaining foreign policies of Middle
East states (and actors) from a purely realist perspective. By
analyzing Hezbollah's religio-political doctrine, this paper
argues that Hezbollah's foreign policy is influenced by its
subscription to the ideology of Wilayat al-Fagih. Drawing
upon primary material from interviews conducted with
main Hezbollah figures among other interviews, in
addition to reviewing a wide set of secondary sources;
this research introduce a methodological framework of
analysis for studying the role of ideology in Hezbollah's
foreign policy. | argue that Hezbollah's concern of stability,
security and survival that makes the party take pragmatic
decisions do not necessarily contradict with its ideological
beliefs.
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Political Theory and Communitarian-
Cultural Conflicts: Normative and
Descriptive Approaches to Syria

The study discusses Syria and its sectarian (communitarian-
cultural) conflicts in the context of contemporary
political theory. It is based on the question: What is the
best approach to design a normative and sustainable
democratic political model in this case? The answer
to this question stems from two hypotheses: the first
is a coexistence settlement (a descriptive approach)
in which all sectarian components are represented.
This would have to guarantee a balance between the
majority and minorities (demographically), rather than
the competing forces they represent — particularly in
light of the dominance of one sectarian minority seen
in recent decades—as a transitional settlement based
on a consensus about the constitutional principles for
this model. The second is represented by a consensus
and can be applied in this case (a standardized Rawlsian
approach). Here, the study discusses foundational
problems in the Rawlsian approach, especially regarding
liberal neutrality; society must politically treat its
citizens in a neutral manner with respect to their welfare
(including their communitarian- cultural welfare). Finally,
the study suggests a deeper reading of components of
Syrian cultural groups - the majority and minorities - to
discover common values in the public mind that might
justify, in partorin whole, the possibility of a consensus on
the constitutional principles of a normative, sustainable
and democratic political model. In this context, the study
suggests a new approach regarding Syria related to the
consensus, in a manner appropriate to the Syrian context.
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Understanding Young Individuals' Initial
Trust in Non-Sovereign Digital Currency

The study utilizes the unified theory of acceptance and
use of technology (UTAUT) and the theory of behavioral
finance to investigate young individuals' initial trust in
non-sovereign digital currency. It tries to answer the
following research question: how do young individuals
perceive the relationships between (i) behavioral finance
factors (information and decision-making biases), (i) trust
propensity, (iii) factors of UTAUT (hedonic motivation,
facilitating condition, social influence, effort expectancy,
and performance expectancy), and initial trust? The
research process consists of four main parts, including
a literature review, focus group interviews and previous
studies utilized to design a questionnaire, a sample of
young individuals selected due to various criteria and,
finally, a factor analysis and structural equation modeling
used to test hypotheses. The findings shed light on the
relationships between the studied factors, and several
implications.
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Reexamining Strategies of Resilience: A
Study of Regime Resilience and Non-State
Militias in the Syrian Civil War

Scholars traditionally emphasize pro-government militias
(PGMs) in civil wars as either indicators or facilitators
of regime or state failure. Yet the rapidly increasing
prevalence of PGMs worldwide raises the question
of why some autocratic regimes opt to employ PGMs
over official state militaries in civil wars. Consequently,
this project aims to widen our understanding of state
function, PGMs and the state's monopoly of violence
during civil wars by investigating Syria as a case study.
Throughout the Syrian Civil War, the regime has employed
PGM:s for various purposes. This project will explore what
motivated the regime to employ those militias, as well
as how they have been used, by analyzing the Syrian
regime's strategies of creating, managing and dissolving
PGMs in Syria. This analysis will aid an overall effort
to learn how PGMs affect a regime’s resilience and its
ability to maintain governance. | hypothesize that regime
resilience increases throughout civil war in response
to its outsourcing of power and violence to PGMs. The
theories of Schlichte, Foucault, Weber and Eisenstadt
will provide a theoretical framework through which the
Syrian case will be analyzed. Process tracing will be used
to demonstrate a causal chain between the presence of
PGMs and the Syrian regime's resilience and ability to
maintain governance.
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to research projects concerning youth in Morocco at
the Center for International Research, Education, and
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Young People Getting By: Contextualizing
Everyday Practices of Agency among
Moroccan Youth

Following the 2011 uprisings, the discourses of states,
media, and international organizations on youth in
the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) have become
polarized; one as a group that presents a threat to the
security and fabric of the state, potential denizens of
unemployment, delinquency or extremism. The other, as
a group that constitutes untapped potential, the hope
for addressing the ills and flaws of their societies. In turn,
this on the one hand depicts Moroccan and MENA youth
as passive victims of circumstances, on the other hand, it
glorifies their abilities to contest their life circumstances
without taking into account the complex contexts they
confront. While the structural realities are surely real
and sometimes paralyzing, youth deploy several tactics,
strategies and subversive accommodations to get by. This
paper explores whether, and how young men and women
in Morocco exercise their agency in their everyday lives.
The data draws on the findings from a field study focusing
on the agential potentials and challenges of young
individuals from an underprivileged neighborhood of
Sidi Moumen in Casablanca. Focusing on the differences
in their expressions of agency across various spaces
in accordance with their socio-economic and cultural
contexts, this paper analyzes the strategies and tactics
they deploy.
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A Comparative Study of Two Models to
Present Phrasal Verbs

Learning phrasal verbs (PVs) is of vital importance in both
written and spoken English, especially for those who
speak English as a second language (ESL) in their daily
interactions with proficient speakers. This study focuses
on two particles (out and in) to explore a more effective
model for presenting PVs in an ESL context. The research
examines whether there is a significant difference in L2
(second language) students' success rate of learning PVs
between a traditional model and container metaphor
model of presentation. Using a quasi-experimental
design to compare the effect of instruction, image-
schematic container illustrations of 16 PVs (supported by
the container metaphor model) were used as well as a
definition-only illustration of the same 16 PVs (supported
by the traditional model of PV instruction). Participants
in this experiment consisted of 28 intermediate-level
students enrolled in intensive English program (IEP)
courses at a Metropolitan College in the southeastern
United States in 2019. The students were divided into
a control group and an experimental group. Four types
of instruments, including one pre-test and three post-
tests, were used in this experiment to examine the
effectiveness of the container metaphor model compared
with the traditional model.
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Nour Allah Munawar

PhD researcher at the University of Amsterdam,
Netherlands, and a Visiting Research Fellow at UCL
Qatar. His doctoral thesis investigates post-conflict
reconstructions of cultural heritage affected by armed
conflicts in Syria and Iraq. His research examines the life-
cycle of heritage in conflict, by shedding light on attitudes
towards heritage destruction and reconstruction in
conflict zones, and how they intersect with identity and
collective memory.

Competing Heritage: Curating the Future
Heritage of Post-Conflict Syria

Since the beginning of the armed conflicts and public
uprisingsthathaveaccompaniedtheoutbreakofthe"Arab
Spring" since late 2010, cultural heritage sites have been
hit hard and often destroyed by different perpetrators. The
Syrian Civil War has resulted in unprecedented damage
to cultural heritage sites, monuments, and facilities. This
has provoked observers, politicians, and international
and national non-government organizations to discuss
the impacts of damaging Syria's ‘irreplaceable’ patrimony
and how to safeguard its past from ongoing destructive
actions. This research takes a different approach, arguing
that heritage is in a constant process of transformation.
When seen in this way, the destruction and loss of
heritage sites is not endangering Syria's heritage but may,
in fact, be seen as creating the future heritage of postwar
Syria. This paper explores the semantics and impact of
continuous destruction and the ongoing reconstruction
plans on the cultural heritage of Syria. It investigates the
transformation of the terminology of heritage in Syria,
and its uses, before and during the ongoing conflict,
and how the internationally renowned term 'heritage’
emerged to promote the destruction of Syria's cultural
patrimony.
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PhD student at Oxford University and a Rhodes Scholar.
She worked asaTeaching Assistantat Columbia University
and a Lecturer of Economics at Al-Quds Bard College and
conducted policy-oriented research with Al-Shabaka
think tank. Last year, she published an article with the
Institute for Palestine Studies, entitled: "How strategic is
the strategic sectorial development plan for Jerusalem?".

Dependent Development and Networks
of Patronage: A Case Study of Hebron's
Industrial Business Elite

The concept of de-development has been used extensively
to analyze the impact of Israel's occupation and donors'
policies on the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT).
While this concept offers useful insights, it obscures
the development of a native business elite and does
not tell us much about how the Oslo agreement shifted
relations between Israel and key local economic actors
and how the latter responded to shifting opportunities
and constraints. This research paper aims to fill part of
this lacuna by examining the development of a powerful
industrial business elite in Hebron—the industrial basis
and trade hub of the OPT. Informed by a political economy
approach, the purpose of this research is to explore the
mechanisms behind the formation and transformation of
Hebron's business elite since 1967, particularly after Oslo.
This paper tells a historical story of Hebron's industrial
business elite since 1967 by charting its origin and
evolving nature, which has been heavily shaped by the
form of its business relations with Israel.
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Hadeel Hasan

PhD candidate in the Department of Arabic Studies,
University of Bamberg, Germany. She holds an MA in
Arabic literature from the College of Humanities and
Arts, Al-Baath University, Syria. Since 2012, she has been a
member of (BaGOS) Bamberg Graduate School of Oriental
Studies. Formerly, she worked as a Teaching Assistant at
Coburg University, Germany.

The Aesthetic Consciousness of the Ugly in
Contemporary Arabic Literature — Syrian
Female Writers of the Nineties

This researchis a critical study of female discourse in Syria.
It is an analytical study on the socio-cultural landscape of
female Syrian novels in the 90's within the framework of
political circumstances and social changes, which were
going on in Syria at that time. The present research is
structured to examine female novels from an aesthetic
perspective. It aims at studying the aesthetic perception
patterns of ugliness in woman's writings. If looked at
from a female perspective, is ugliness comprised of the
same factors as it would be from a male perspective?
Through focusing on the dichotomy of beauty and
ugliness, the research examines a counterculture whose
values and norms of behavior differ substantially from
those of mainstream society at that time. Additionally,
the present research focuses on women's attitudes,
ambitions and aspirations in their writings. The study
draws on a variety of feminist theories and benefits
mainly from the theoretical endeavors in the field of
aesthetics. Ancient philosophy and the aesthetic theory
of Kant and Schiller provide the ground for identifying the
concept of ugliness.
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Hiyem Cheurfa

PhD candidate at the Department of English and Creative
Writing at Lancaster University, UK. She is particularly
interested in Arab women's lives and writing that is
informed by contemporary political conflicts in the
region. She holds a Master's in Anglophone Language,
Literature, and Culture from Badji Mokhtar University
Annaba, Algeria. Her publications include "Comedic
Resilience: Arab Women's Diaries of National Struggles
and Dissident Humour" (2019), published in Comedy
Studies (10:2).

Arab Women's Digital Life Writing and the
Politics of Dissent: Resistance 2.0

This paper examines the relationship between digital
media, autobiographical writing, and the politics of
dissent by contemporary Arab women. It looks at social
media platforms as emerging autobiographical sites
for the articulation of socio-political dissidence, or
what | refer to as resistance 2.0. The paper investigates
how digital media has altered critical conventions of
autobiographical writing and broadened the available
channels for socio-political engagement and activism in
the region. It looks at selected examples by contemporary
Arab women from Palestine, Irag, and Syria, and offers a
close reading of Tunisian blogger and social activist Lina
Ben Mhenni's active trilingual blog A Tunisian Girl and her
subsequent monograph Tunisian Girl, Bna'iyya Tunssiyya:
Blogueuse pour un printemps arabe (Blogger for an Arab
Spring 2011). The aim is to discuss the ways in which digital
dissidence enables the mediation between the virtual/
personal spaces of autobiographical expression and the
physical/public spheres of participation and activism. This
shift to social media platforms as sites of self-expression,
the paper argues, does not only problematize the literary
conventions of autobiographical expressions. It also
reworks ways in which women in politically fraught
contexts are able to channel and participate in the public
domain through digitizing life writing forms.
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Yasser Sultan

PhD candidate in the Department of History at
Georgetown University, Washington. He holds an MA
in Near Eastern Languages and Cultures from Indiana
University, USA, where he was a Fulbright scholar for two
years and a BAin Islamic Studies from al-Azhar University,
Egypt. Sultan's research interest lies in the area of Islamic
law and gender. More specifically, he examines the
interplay between Islamic jurisprudence, law and courts
in nineteenth-century Egypt.

Early Islamic Law and Women's Visibility
in Public: Divergent Beginnings, Similar
Ends

The paper shows how some early works of Islamic law
gendered public space and constructed an ideal virtuous
Muslim woman who was largely invisible. "Gendering the
space” means two things: first, the process of supporting
the seclusion of women in the domestic sphere through a
pietistic legal discourse created by some male jurists; and
second, the imposition of certain restrictions on women
when they are present in the public domain. In order to
do that, the paper examines how the process unfolded
in Mesopotamia and Medina. This comparative approach
aims to highlight the differences between these two
cultural milieus when it came to addressing the question
of women's visibility in public space. The paper's main
goal is to identify some areas in Islamic law that played
a role in prescribing the seclusion of women in the
domestic domain. The second contribution of the paper is
highlighting the possibilities that these early discourses
created for women, hence identifying the paths that were
not taken. The paper concludes that the eighth and early
ninth centuries was a time of flux in opinions. Some of
these early legal discourses seem to have been actively
seeking to render public space a male arena by making
women's presence therein undesirable.
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Yasmeen Daher

PhD graduate from the Department of Philosophy,
University of Montreal, Canada. She has taught at Birzeit
University, Palestine and Concordia University, Canada.
Her research deals with the relationship between
morality and emancipatory political actions and her
areas of interest include political and social philosophy,
continental philosophy and ethics. She published an
article untitled "What Tools Anarchism Can Offer Us to
Understand Current Political Situations? A Conversation
with Mohammed Bamyeh." (Assafirarabi, August 23, 2018).

Morality in the Context of the Arab
Revolutions

This study explores the process of developing the moral
subject and then the surrounding group, in light of
political changes directly resulting from the effectiveness
of this subject and its activity in its environment, and its
involvement in political and social work. The study raises
the question of morals in the context of contemporary
Arab revolutions. Specifically, the active participation of
people in politics, as well as any subject and group with
which the question is concerned, and which of those
is shaped by the revolutionary act. The context of the
Arab revolutions, specifically the initial stages that were
characterized by direct and open mobility, coordination
and non-hierarchical management, and the absence of
traditional leadership, allows a study of the political and
moral concepts resulting from a movement of this kind
in contrast to traditional institutionalised politics. It also
investigates real lived experiences of revolutions. Thus,
for example, the idea of giving and self-sacrifice raises
questions about the concept of morals: Do individuals in
these moments act based on pre-defined moral systems?
Or does the moment allow them to build and experiment
with different concepts and visions? Can the context of
directand popular political action be considered a distinct
component of building a different moral system?
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