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Ia k messkne nlPeaten to tCe neaePkc pubcla,  cnePlka pPeslneat  bneckzlz Bouteflik (82 cekPs ocn) 
kaaouaaen Cls akanlnkac foP tCe fiftC pPeslneatlkc tePm la tCe eceatloas to be Cecn oa 18  pPlc 2019. 
Thls mkc be k acekP slnakc tCkt Ce wlcc be stkclan la poweP, kfteP speaucktloa tCkt Ce mkc step nowa 
fPom tCe eceatloas tCls cekP nlvea tCkt Cls CekctC aoucn ClaneP Cls kblcltc to exeaute pPeslneatlkc 
nutles. Thls nealsloa aoucn cekn some of tCe most pPomlaeat opposltloa akanlnktes to PeaoaslneP 
tCelP akanlnkac. Mkac see tCkt tCePe ls ao Pekc oppoPtualtc to wla nlvea tCkt Bouteflikas akanlnkac 
ls suppoPten bc tCe two mkjoP pkPtles kan tCe kPmc. ThePe kPe kcso noubts kbout tCe aeutPkcltc of tCe 
eceatoPkc supePvlsloa kutCoPltc.

Candidacy Announcement or Electoral Program?

Ia Cls messkne,  Peslneat Bouteflik pPeseaten k clst of tCe kaClevemeats of Cls knmlalstPktloa oveP 
tCe pkst two neaknes. He Pemlanen tCe  cnePlkas of Cls effoPts to ean tCe bcoonc aoaflat of tCe 
1990s (PefePPen to ks tCe “bckai neakne”) foccowlan tCe kaaucmeat of eceatloas woa bc tCe Isckmla 
Skcvktloa FPoat la DeaembeP 1991. He kcso Peakccen Cls eaoaomla suaaesses, PepPeseaten la “fPeelan 
tCe aouatPc fPom nebts, tCe aocceatloa of exaCkane PesePves kan tCe aPektloa of slnalfiakat pubcla 
skvlans” la k wkc tCkt eakbcen “ cnePlk to wltCstkan tCe aocckpse of olc pPlaes la Peaeat cekPs kan 
kccowen lt to aoatlaue nowa tCe pktC of nevecopmeat “.(1) He kcso bPounCt up tCe soalkc kaClevemeats 
of Cls knmlalstPktloa, spekilan kbout tCe pPovlsloa of Couslan, wkteP, eaePnc, enuaktloa, CekctC kan 
empcocmeat oppoPtualtles, aombktlan uaempcocmeat kan suppoPtlan tCe ksaeasloa of womea la 
tCe pocltlakc, eaoaomla kan soalkc seatoPs. He expPessen Cls netePmlaktloa to aoatlaue Cls pPeslneatlkc 
nutles, nesplte kaiaowcennlan Cls CekctC, Peakcclan Cls Poce la tCe wkP of aktloakc clbePktloa tCkt cen 
to  cnePlkas clbePktloa fPom FPeaaC aocoalkclsm la 1962.

The pPeslneat kaiaowcennen tCe mkac aCkcceanes Ce woucn Ckve to aoafPoat; most aPualkccc bulcnlan 
k “aompetltlve kan pPonuatlve eaoaomc” to fPee tCe aouatPc of exaesslve olc nepeaneaac. He kcso 
Peaonalzen tCe ePosloa of tCe aouatPcas PesouPaes, tCe spPekn of aoPPuptloa kan cow pPonuatlvltc, 
kan akccen foP aktloakc pocltlakc aoaseasus to meet tCese aCkcceanes. He pPomlsen tCkt lf Ce wePe to 
wla la tCe 2019 pPeslneatlkc eceatloas tCkt “la tCe aouPse of tCls cekP, kcc tCe pocltlakc, eaoaomla kan 
soalkc foPaes of tCe popuckae wlcc aoaveae k aktloakc scmposlum tCkt wlcc estkbclsC k aoaseasus oa 
tCe PefoPms kan tPkasfoPmktloas tCkt tCe aouatPc sCoucn uanePno la oPneP to no fuPtCeP tCka eveP 
la bulcnlan lts nestlac”. He kcso akccen foP nPekteP pkPtlalpktloa of alvlc soaletc la tCe finCt knklast 
aoPPuptloa, eaCkaalan tCe altlzeaas aoatPlbutloa to tCe aoanuat of coakc kffklPs, kan k nPekteP Poce foP 
tCe pPlvkte seatoP la job aPektloa kan laaPekslan tCe aouatPcas laaome.

The laslsteaae of  cnePlkas Puclan estkbclsCmeat oa tCe aomlaktloa of Bouteflik, nesplte wlnespPekn 
popuckP aPltlalsm tCkt Cks touaCen oa Plnlauce, lanlaktes tCkt tCePe ls ao “aktuPkc” kctePaktlve knPeen 
upoa bc tCe Puclan eclte kan subsequeatcc k neslPe to postpoae tCe aoaflat oa tCls lssue. Ianeen, tCe 

1 “The fucc text of tCe messkne fPom  Peslneat Bouteflik to tCe aktloa to kaaouaae Cls akanlnkac foP tCe pPeslneatlkc eceatloas”, Rknlo  cnePle, 10/2/2019, 
ckst kaaessen 13/2/2109 kt: Cttps://blt.cc/2Sm6Q74

https://bit.ly/2Sm6Q74
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lssue aoaaePalan  cnePlkas (nesplte tCe nlsaoateat kan lanlnaktloa fPom clmltlan akanlnkac to oae 
pePsoa ks lf tCePe ls ao otCeP optloa) ls aot to Pepckae oae pePsoa fPom tCe Puclan eclte wltC kaotCeP, 
but PktCeP PefoPms kan tCe aktuPe of tCe aext Penlme. The most lmpoPtkat cenkac tCkt Bouteflik aka 
cekve beClan, kpkPt fPom auPtklclan tCe pocltlakc Poce of tCe kPmc, to k ckPne exteat, ls tCe pocltlakc kan 
eaoaomla PefoPms tCkt Ce aka eafoPae nuPlan Cls pPeslneaac.

Election Mechanism

Thls ls tCe fiPst pPeslneatlkc eceatloa foccowlan  cnePlkas aoastltutloakc kmeanmeat of MkPaC 2016, la 
wClaC pPeslneatlkc mkanktes (ckstlan 5 cekPs) wePe Penefiaen to be Peaewkbce oacc oaae. The eceatloas 
of  pPlc 2019 kPe Penuckten bc OPnkala Lkw No. 10-16, lssuen la  unust 2016,(2) wClaC pPesaPlbes tCkt tCe 
pPeslneatlkc eceatloas be Cecn bc slance-mkjoPltc suffPkne bc kbsocute mkjoPltc, wltC tCe posslblcltc 
of movlan to k seaoan Pouan la wClaC tCe most suaaessfuc akanlnktes wlcc pkPtlalpkte la tCe fiPst 
sessloa la tCe akse of fklcuPe to kaCleve kbsocute mkjoPltc.(3) The pPeslneatlkc eceatloas, kaaoPnlan to 
tCe oPnkala ckw, uanePno fouP mkla stknes:

• The fiPst stkne: Iavoilan tCe eceatoPkte bc pPeslneatlkc neaPee ( Ptlace 136). Thls sCkcc be noae 
ao moPe tCka 90 nkcs of tCe pocclan.

• The seaoan stkne: Submlttlan k akanlnkac fice to tCe  oastltutloakc  ouaalc. The fice must 
aoatkla k aocceatloa of pePsoakc noaumeats kan k clst of kt cekst 600 lanlvlnukc slnaktuPes of 
eceaten membePs of mualalpkc, stkte oP pkPclkmeatkPc aouaalcs nlstPlbuten kaPoss kt cekst 25 of tCe 
48 stktes oP kt cekst 60,000 lanlvlnukc slnaktuPes of peopce PenlstePen la tCe eceatoPkc PenlsteP, wltC 
ao cess tCka 1,500 slnaktuPes la ekaC stkte. Thls sCkcc be submltten 45 nkcs kfteP tCe pubclaktloa of 
tCe pPeslneatlkc neaPee akcclan foP tCe eceatlan of tCe eceatoPkte ( Ptlace 142).

• The tClPn stkne: Exkmlalan tCe vkclnltc of tCe aomlaktloas kan k nealsloa bc tCe  oastltutloakc 
 ouaalc tCePeoa, wltCla 10 nkcs of tCe fices belan submltten. The nealsloa sCkcc be pubclsCen la tCe 
offialkc jouPakc.

• The fouPtC stkne: votlan benlas.

Most Prominent Competitors

 Pouan 172 akanlnktes submltten tCelP aomlaktloas bc tCe ean of JkaukPc 2019, laacunlan pkPtc 
ceknePs kan lanepeaneats. The  oastltutloakc  ouaalc stlcc Cks to aoaslneP tCe vkclnltc of tCelP 
aomlaktloas, but tCe aompetltloa wlcc cliecc be clmlten to tCPee akanlnktes:

2 Repubcla of  cnePlk, MlalstPc of tCe IatePloP, Loakc  ommualtles kan UPbkalzktloa, OPnkala Lkw No. 10 - 16 nkten 22 DCu'cqk'nkC 1437, aoPPespoanlan to 25 
 unust 2016, Pecktlan to tCe eceatoPkc scstem, Journal Officiel No. 50, ckst kaaessen 8/2/2019, kt: Cttps://blt.cc/2SLcEvc

3  Ptlaces 137-138

https://bit.ly/2SLlEvy
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Abdelaziz Bouteflika

 bneckzlz Bouteflik ls tCe stPoanest akanlnkte la tCe upaomlan pPeslneatlkc eceatloas. He ls tCe 
akanlnkte la  cnePlk iaowa foP tCe pPeslneatlkc kcclkaae ualtlan tCe Nktloakc LlbePktloa FPoat (FLN) 
pkPtc tCkt Cks Pucen slaae lanepeaneaae kan tCe Nktloakc DemoaPktla Rkccc (ND ), tCe seaPetkPc-
neaePkc of wClaC ls  cnePlka  Plme MlalsteP  Cmen OuckClk. The kcclkaae kcso laacunes pkPtles 
Tkjkmou  mec ec DjkzklP kan  cnePlka  opuckP Movemeat.(4) Bouteflik kcso eajocs tCe suppoPt 
of tCe kPmc. Hls mkla stPeantC ls Cls aoatPoc of tCe knmlalstPktloa, nue to tCe peaetPktloa of tCe 
pPeslneatlkc aokcltloa la tCe novePameat, kan tCe coakccc kan fenePkccc-eceaten aouaalcs. Ia knnltloa, 
Ce Cocns stPoan lafueaae wltCla tCe  oastltutloakc  ouaalc, wClaC aoaslsts of 14 membePs, k tClPn 
of wCom kPe kppolaten bc Bouteflik, laacunlan tCe pPeslneat kan Cls neputc.(5)   aew pPeslneat wlcc 
be kppolaten to tCe aouaalc la tCe aomlan nkcs foccowlan tCe nektC of lts foPmeP pPeslneat, MouPkn 
Menecal.(6)

Bouteflik ls kcso tCe akanlnkte of tCe buslaess ackss tCkt suppoPts tCe Penlme.  Peslneat of tCe 
 cnePlka Buslaess LeknePs foPum,  cl Hknnkn, mkne acekP Cls suppoPt foP Bouteflik lf Ce Pka foP k fiftC 
tePm. The lmpoPtkaae tCe pPo-Bouteflik pPeslneatlkc kcclkaae Ckvlan aoatPoc of tCe knmlalstPktloa 
aomes nowa to tCe foccowlan two polats:

• Hls kblcltc to seauPe k posltlve nealsloa fPom tCe  oastltutloakc  ouaalc: The tksi of pksslan 
k fice to aomlakte tCe laaumbeat pPeslneat foP tCe fiftC tePm kppekPs Poutlae, nesplte Cls CekctC 
pPobcems. The ckw PequlPes k menlakc aePtlfiakte lanlaktlan tCe CekctC stktus of tCose wlsClan 
to Pua.(7) Bouteflik, CoweveP, mkaknen to net tCe aouaalcas kppPovkc wCea Ce Pka foP tCe 
2014 eceatloas.

• HkPaesslan tCe stkte buPekuaPkac kan PesouPaes la suppoPt of Bouteflikas akmpklna:  cc 
akanlnktes beaefit fPom tCe stkte buPekuaPkac kan PesouPaes nuPlan tCelP eceatloa akmpklnas. 
But  Peslneat Bouteflik wlcc be tCe blnnest beaefialkPc bc vlPtue of tCe pkPtles of tCe pPeslneatlkc 
kcclkaae belan so neepcc eatwlaen wltC tCe eceaten aouaalcs, nepkPtmeats kan tCe offialkc menlk, 
wClaC kPe tPkasfoPmen lato pPopknkank nevlaes la tCe sePvlae of tCe pPeslneatas akmpklna.

Abderrazak Makri

The Movemeat of Soaletc foP  ekae pkPtc (MS ) nealnen to pkPtlalpkte la tCe pPeslneatlkc eceatloas 
wltC tCe aomlaktloa of lts pPeslneat  bnePPkzki MkiPl. Thls Pefeats tCelP PetuPa slaae tCelP kbseaae 
fPom pPeslneatlkc eceatloas slaae 1995, la wClaC tCe movemeatas fouaneP MkCfouz NkCakC akme 

4 OtCmka LeCkckal, " cnePlk: pkPtles of tCe pPeslneatlkc kcclkaae offialkccc kaaouaae Bouteflik's akanlnkac foP k fiftC tePm," The New Arab, 2/2/2109, ckst 
kaaessen 10/2/2019 kt: Cttps://blt.cc/2HX6aYG

5  Ptlace 183 of tCe  cnePlka aoastltutloa.

6  smk B., "  Peslneat of tCe  cnePlka Buslaess LeknePs foPum,  cl Hknnkn: I suppoPt tCe fiftC tePm lf Bouteflik ls aomlakten," Al-Shorouk Online, 3/1/2018, 
ckst kaaessen 10/2/2019.

7  Ptlace 139 of tCe EceatoPkc ckw.

https://bit.ly/2HX6cYG
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la seaoan pckae kfteP foPmeP pPeslneat Llkmlae ZéPoukc wltC 26% of tCe vote. WClce tCe movemeat 
suppoPten  Peslneat  bneckzlz Bouteflik la tCe eceatloas of 1999, 2004 kan 2009, tCe pkPtc bocaotten 
tCe 2014 eceatloas la pPotest knklast Bouteflikas akanlnktuPe.(8)

The MS  (kfficlkten wltC tCe Musclm BPotCePCoon) ls oae of tCe stPoanest Isckmla pocltlakc nPoups la 
 cnePlk. But tCkt noes aot mkie MkiPl k aoaseasus kmoan kcc Isckmlsts. Oa tCe aoatPkPc, Cls akanlnkac 
aomes kmln sevePe nlvlsloas wltCla Isckmla pocltlakc pkPtles oveP aoatPkstlan vlews PenkPnlan tCe 
Penlme kan tCe opposltloa. The nlffePeaaes betweea Isckmlst movemeats Cks cen to tCe aomlaktloa 
of two akanlnktes to aCkcceane MkiPl. Ec Blakk (Mouvemeat ne aoastPuatloa aktloakce) aomlakten 
lts pPeslneat  bnecikneP BeanPlak,  c IsckC MRN (Movemeat foP Nktloakc RefoPm), suppoPts 
tCe aomlaktloa of Bouteflik, kan  bnkcckC DjkbbkcckC, pPeslneat of tCe FJD  nkck (Justlae kan 
Devecopmeat FPoat) Cks aot cet kaaouaaen kac aomlaktloa.(9)

MkiPlas akanlnkac Pefeats k sunnea aCkane la MS as Peknlan of tCe pocltlakc kPeak kan tCe 
lmpoPtkaae of pkPtlalpktlan la tCe eceatloas. MkiPl, just moatCs befoPe eceatloas wePe set, kPnuen 
tCkt MS  pkPtlalpktloa woucn be nlffiauct lf tCe pPeslneat pckaaen k fiftC tePm.(10) Thls opeas tCe nooP 
wlne to questloas kbout tCe nukPkatees Peaelven bc tCe movemeat, espealkccc wltC PenkPn to lts 
post-eceatloa posltloa.

Ali Benflis

 cl Beafls benka aocceatlan slnaktuPes but tCe fiakc nlvlsloa of vkclnltc foP tCe akanlnkte fices Cks aot 
cet beea aompceten, neckcen fuPtCeP bc tCe Bouteflik kaaouaaemeat. The Tkckle ec-HouPPlcet pkPtc, 
Ceknen bc Beafls, ls spclt betweea two polats of vlew PenkPnlan tCe eceatloas. The fiPst knPees wltC 
tCe pkPtlalpktloa kan sees lt ks k mkPietlan oppoPtualtc tCe pkPtc, lts objeatlves kan lts mkalfesto. 
The seaoan Pejeats k Pepekt of tCe 2014 eceatloas woa bc Bouteflik, pPefePPlan to bocaott slaae Pekc 
aompetltloa ls pPkatlakccc lmposslbce la tCe clnCt of Bouteflikas akanlnkac kan tCe ckai of aeutPkcltc 
of tCe kutCoPltc Pespoaslbce foP oPnkalzlan tCe eceatloas.

Bea Fecls wks popuckP wCea Ce neackPen Cls akanlnkac knklast Bouteflik la 2014, kctCounC Ce wks 
pkPt of tCe Puclan Penlme, kan kt tCkt tlme kppekPen to be betteP posltloaen to aoafPoat tCe pPeslneat 
beakuse Ce wks pkPt of tCe Penlme kan wks kwkPe of lts latePakc stPuatuPe. HoweveP, Ce wks uakbce to 
wla beakuse Cls pkPtc, wks aew oa tCe saeae kt tCe tlme. He Ckn ao slnalfiakat lafueaae oP suppoPt 
fPom tCe stkte buPekuaPkac oP tCe mlcltkPc. NoP nln Ce eateP lato kcclkaaes wltC otCeP pkPtles. He stlcc 
Cks ao stPoan menlk aoaaeatloas to speki of.

8 Flakc  ommualqué of tCe Seaoan OPnlakPc Sessloa of tCe Nktloakc SCuPk  ouaalc (JkaukPc 2019)," The Movemeat of Soaletc foP  ekae, 26/1/2019, ckst 
kaaessen 2/10/2019, kt: Cttps://blt.cc/2G DE i

9   Socomoa, "The Isckmlsts kPe acoseP to Bouteflik tCka tCec kPe to ekaC otCeP," KCobkP, 3/2/2019, ckst kaaessen 10/2/2019, kt: Cttps://blt.cc/2Ss G K

10 The Movemeat of Soaletc foP  ekae, "Movemeat cekneP  bnePPkzki MkiPl:  Peslneatlkc Eceatloas of 2019 kan tCe auPPeat aPlsls," ckst kaaessen 10/2/2019, 
kt: Cttps://blt.cc/2TGc8ft

https://bit.ly/2GADECk
https://bit.ly/2SsCGPK
https://bit.ly/2TGl8ft
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Conclusion

Bouteflikas aomlaktloa Cks beea aoaslnePen k pocltlakc sCutnowa, cekvlan tCe eceatloa outaome 
seemlancc pPenetePmlaen. Bouteflik ls tCe akanlnkte of tCe Puclan pkPtc kan tCe pPeslneatlkc 
aokcltloa tCkt aoatPocs tCe buPekuaPktla kppkPktus of tCe  cnePlka stkte kan eajocs tCe suppoPt of tCe 
kPmc kan tCe buslaess ackss, bettlan oa peopceas neslPe foP stkblcltc. Ia clnCt of tCls, lt ls aot uacliecc 
tCkt tCe most pPomlaeat akanlnktes wlcc wltCnPkw fPom tCe Pkae (Beafls oP MkiPl) la tCe aomlan 
nkcs ks tCec kPe uakbce to aompete wltC tCe aokcltloa PesouPaes beClan tCe pPeslneat, fiakaalkc oP 
menlk, oP wltC Cls lafueaae la novePakaae kan knmlalstPktloa.
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