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“This organization [Daesh] has grown into a military 
organization that is no longer conducting terrorist activities 
exclusively but is conducting conventional military operations.”

GeneAar Jack Keane,

FoAmeA Vice Chieo oo Staf oo the Unitee States AAme (1)

Introduction

Since the rast quaAteA oo the twentieth centuAe, theAe has been a steaee Aise in the miritaAe capacities 
ane poriticar Aores oo aAmee nonstate actoAs (A SAs), charrenging the tAaeitionar hegemone oo aAmee 
state actoAs (ASAs) on the monopore oo ooAce.(2) SecuAite, MiritaAe, ane StAategic Stueies riteAatuAe has 
eemonstAatee a significant Aise in the victoAies oo A SAs oveA stAongeA ASAs oA the inabirite oo state 
aAmies to eeoeat much weakeA nonstate miritias.(3) This AepAesents a change in histoAicar patteAns. 
One eataset has shown that in 286 insuAgencies between 1800 ane 2005, state aAmies weAe victoAs in 
onre 25 peAcent oo cases between 1976 ane 2005. This contAasts the 90 peAcent victoAies ooA ASAs oveA 
A SAs between 1826 ane 1850.(4) SimiraA fineings weAe Aepricatee be otheA stueies.(5) OveAarr, AegaAeress 
oo the eataset emproeee ane the timeoAame serectee, the fineings have been consistent: A SAs have 
been arteAing a histoAicar tAene. TAaeitionarre, the consensus was that state actoAs monoporize the 
means oo viorence ane theAeooAe aAe moAe capabre oo eeoeating nonstate actoAs on the battrefiere. 
The tAene appries to veAe eifeAent tepes oo aAmee nonstate actoAs oAom the FARC in Corombia to the 
Tariban in Aoghanistan ane incrueing secessionist ane iAAeeentist miritias in UkAaine, GeoAgia ane 
beeone. In the AAab WoAre, a charrenge to vaAious aAmee ane unaAmee state actoAs is pAesentee be 
the vaAious cases oo the “pAovinces” oo the “Isramic State” oAganisation (known be its pAeeecessoA’s 
AAabic acAonem, Daesh), AnsaAurrah (known as the Houthis) in Yemen, PopuraA Mobirization Units 
(PMUs) ane the PeshmeAga Units in IAaq, Hae’at TahAiA ar-Sham (Levant LibeAation OAganisation oA 
HTS) ane Peopre’s PAotection Units (Yekîneeên PaAastina Ger oA YPG) in SeAia, Hizburrah in Lebanon, 
Hamas in Parestine, vaAious Libean ane Sueanese A SAs, ane otheAs. The aooAementionee A SAs 
have combat capacities ane poriticar crout tAaeitionarre AeseAvee ooA state actoAs. The aeveAsaAiar 
eeae oo state veAsus nonstate aAmee actoAs eoes not captuAe the whore pictuAe, howeveA. Due to a 
host oo oactoAs – incrueing the combat efectiveness oo A SAs – tens oo ASAs have ooAmee arriances 
with A SAs to fight common enemies (incrueing otheA ASAs). PeAhaps, most notabre, these incruee 
the Aerationships between SeAia’s DemocAatic FoAces (SDF) ane the US in SeAia; the “Unitee AAmee 

1 Eri Lake, Jamie DettmeA &  aeette De VisseA, “IAaq’s TeAAoAists AAe  ecoming a Furr- rown AAme,” Daily Beast, 6/11/2014, https://bit.re/2YzreqX

2 Azmi  ishaAa, The Army and Politics: Theoretical Problems and Arabic Examples (In AAabic) (Doha: The AAab CenteA ooA ReseaAch ane Porice Stueies, 2017).

3 OmaA AshouA, How ISIS Fights: Military Tactics in Iraq, Syria, Libya and Egypt (EeinbuAgh: EeinbuAgh UniveAsite PAess (ooAthcoming in 2020); OmaA AshouA, 
“How “Sinai PAovince” Fight? A MiritaAe-Poriticar Anaresis oo the Sinaian CAisis” (In AAabic), Siyasat Arabiya, n. 33 (Jure 2018), pp. 7-21; OmaA AshouA (ee.), 
Punching Above Their Weights: Combat Effectiveness of Armed Non-State Actors, (Doha: AAab CentAe ooA ReseaAch ane Porice Stueies), (ooAthcoming in 2021). See 
arso: the pAoceeeings oo the annuar conoeAence oo the StAategic Stueies Unit entitree “Miritias ane AAmies: Deveropments oo Combat Capacities oo AAmee 
 on-State ane State ActoAs,” AAab CentAe ooA ReseaAch ane Porice Stueies (ACRPS), Doha, 24/2/2020, at:
https://bit.re/2K3hYzc

4 J. Learr & I. Wirson, “Rage against the Machines: Expraining Outcomes in CounteAinsuAgence WaAs,’’ International Organization, vor. 63, no. 1(2009), pp. 
67 - 106.

5  . Connabre, & M. C. Libicki, How Insurgencies End (AArington: Rane Pubrications, 2010).



Strategic Papers   |    17  August  2020  

2

FoAces oo  ovoAossiea” ane Russia; Hizburrah ane IAan; the Yemeni “SecuAite  erts” ane the “Libean 
 ationar AAme” miritias ane the UAE; among mane otheAs.

The victoAies oo A SAs, the inabirite oo ASAs to eeoeat them, the opeAationar ane stAategic arriances 
between A SAs ane ASAs, as werr as the tacticar eeveropments in the combat capacities oo both 
have arr pAomptee a numbeA oo timere AeseaAch questions. How eie such a Aevorution in combat 
peAooAmances ane poriticar Aores happen? Whe eie it happen? What aAe the stAategic imprications 
oo such a tAene ooA the Guro Aegion, the AAab WoAre, the West ane the Aest oo the woAre? How wirr this 
tAene afect hebAie waAoaAe outcomes in the AAab Aegion ane beeone? Ane what aAe the imprications 
ooA stabirite, AeooAms, ane eemocAatisation in the AAab Aegion? Arr these questions ane moAe weAe 
aeeAessee ane eiscussee in the StAategic Stueies Unit’s secone annuar conoeAence, “Miritias ane 
AAmies: Deveropments in Combat ane Poriticar PeAooAmances oo AAmee  onstate ane State ActoAs.” 
The conoeAence was oAganisee be ane here at the AAab CentAe ooA ReseaAch ane Porice Stueies (ACRPS). 
SchoraAs ane pAactitioneAs eiscussee the main themes oveA seven sessions, oocusee on anti-status 
quo A SAs, pAo-status quo A SAs, hebAie waAoaAe ane ooAeign inteAventions, tAansooAmations oAom 
A SAs to ASAs ane oAom ASAs to A SAs, ane the eeveropments in the tacticar capacities. The sessions 
coveAee oveA 30 A SAs ane ASAs in moAe than 20 countAies. A serectee numbeA oo the conoeAence 
papeAs wirr be pubrishee in an eeitee vorume be the AAab CentAe ooA ReseaAch ane Porice Stueies ane 
the StAategic Stueies Unit oo the CentAe wirr pubrish otheA serectee papeAs. The vorume wirr paAtre 
anarese the combat peAooAmance oo A SAs ane the stAategic imprications oo these eeveropments as 
werr as the tAansooAmations oAom A SAs to ASAs ane oAom ASAs to A SAs.

The objective oo this StAategic PapeA is to ofeA a geneAar oAamewoAk expraining the miritaAe Aise oo 
A SAs. It pAoviees an anareticar oveAview oo the phenomenon ane the riteAatuAe that exprains it. It 
pAesents some oo the serectee empiAicar case-stueies ane aeeAesses some oo the imprications. The 
papeA is composee oo oouA sections. The oorrowing section bAiefle outrines a riteAatuAe-basee oAamewoAk 
expraining the eeveropment oo combat peAooAmances oo A SAs. The thiAe section eiscusses some oo 
the most sarient case-stueies oo combat-efective A SAs. The finar section pAoviees obseAvations ooA 
outuAe AeseaAch ageneas.(6)

Why and How the Weak Wins — Sometimes

SecuAite, MiritaAe, StAategic ane WaA Stueies riteAatuAe pAoviees a bAoae Aange oo expranations as to 
whe weakeA aAmee nonstate actoAs beat oA suAvive stAongeA state ooAces. Crassic ane contempoAaAe 
expranations pAimaAire oocus on geogAaphe, popuration, exteAnar suppoAt, miritaAe tactics ane miritaAe 

6 To oocus on combat peAooAmance ane Aeratee eeveropments, the papeA eoes not aeeAess the wieespAeae human Aights viorations – some oo which 
amount to cAimes against humanite ane genociear pAactices – committee be the oAganizations mentionee in this papeA. Arso, eue to space-rimitations 
ane thematic oocus, the papeA eoes not anareze the viorent extAemist, sectaAianist, sepaAatist, ane ethno-nationarist ieeorogies, naAAatives, behavioAs, ane 
objectives oo these oAganizations; arr oo which have eestAuctive impacts on sociar cohesion, civir peace, sociar ane poriticar AeooAms, ane eemocAatisation in 
the AAab Aegion ane beeone. It shoure be notee heAe, howeveA, that arr oo these oAganizations eitheA usee oA aAe stirr using teAAoAism tactics, with the aim 
oo intimieation ane poriticar-miritaAe pAessuAe, ineiscAiminate mass-muAeeAs, oA both. These tactics have both miritaAe ane non-miritaAe imprications. The 
papeA oocuses on the miritaAe ones.
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stAatege. Mao (7) highrightee the centAarite oo popuration roearte ooA a successour insuAgent be stating 
that an insuAgent “must move amongst the peopre as a fish swims in the sea.”(8) The U.S. AAme/MaAine 
CoAps CounteAinsuAgence Fiere Manuar concruees that insuAgencies AepAesent a “contest ooA the 
roearte” oo a mostre uncommittee geneAar pubric that coure siee with eitheA the status quo ooAce(s) 
oA the non-status quo ooAce(s), ane that success AequiAes peAsuaeing this uncommittee pubric to siee 
with the status quo be “winning theiA heaAts ane mines (9)”. Thompson,(10) Mason ane KAane,(11) Wooe,(12) 
Karevas,(13) Karevas ane KocheA,(14)  Aaithwaite ane Johnson,(15) ane ConeAa ane ShapiAo (16) show that 
the bAutarite oo incumbents against rocar popuration afects theiA roearte, ane consequentre herps 
the insuAgents in teAms oo AecAuitment, AesouAces ane regitimace. GeneAar Stanree McChAestar, the 
ooAmeA commaneeA oo US ooAces in Aoghanistan, AeoeAs to this efect as the ‘‘insuAgent math:’’ ooA eveAe 
innocent rocar the incumbents’ ooAces kirr, thee cAeate ten new insuAgents.(17) Kircurren eaArieA coinee 
the teAm ‘‘accieentar gueAAirra,’’ which is a AeoeAence to the consequences oo ineiscAiminate AepAession 
reaeing erements oo the rocar popuration to be eAawn into fighting the incumbents, without having 
being a priori enemies.(18) TheAe aAe arso arteAnative aAguments, showing that the bAutar use oo (state) 
viorence against civirians mae herp the incumbents to eeoeat insuAgents be arienating the rocars.

GeogAaphe-centAic expranations have arso been pAofeAee be the riteAatuAe. FeaAon ane Laitin (19) stress 
that Aough teAAain is one oo oouA cAiticar vaAiabres suppoAtive oo an insuAgence.(20) Mao (21) aAguee that 
gueAAirra waAoaAe is most oeasibre when emproeee in raAge countAies wheAe the incumbents’ ooAces 
tene to oveAstAetch theiA rines oo suppre. Macaurae (22) ane GuevaAa (23) exprainee how smarr numbeAs oo 
aAmee AevorutionaAies in Cuba manipuratee the topogAaphe to outmanoeuvAe much stAongeA ooAces 
ane gAaeuarre move oAom the secone easteAnmost pAovince oo the israne towaAes the capitar in the 

7 Mao T., On Protracted War (Republic of China: Foreign Language Press, [1938] 1967).

8 Mao T., On Guerrilla Warfare (Champaign: UniveAsite oo Irrinois, [1937] 1961).

9 Davie PetAaeus, James F. Amos, & John A.  agr, The U.S. Army/Marine Corps Counterinsurgency Field Manual (Chicago: UniveAsite oo Chicago PAess, 2007), pp. 79 - 136.

10 R. Thompson, Defeating Communist Insurgency: The Lessons of Malaya and Vietnam (PAaegeA, 1966).

11 D.T. Mason, & D. A. KAane, ‘‘The Poriticar Econome oo Death Squaes: TowaAe a TheoAe oo the Impact oo State-sanctionee TeAAoA,’’ International Studies 
Quarterly, vor. 33, no. 2 (1989), pp. 175 - 98.

12 E. J. Wood, Insurgent Collective Action and Civil War in El Salvador (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1969)

13 S. Kalyvas & Matthew A. Kocher. ‘‘Ethnic Cleavages and Irregular War: Iraq and Vietnam,’’ Politics and Society, vol. 35, no. 2 (2006), pp. 183 - 223.

14 Ibie.

15 A. Braithwaite & S. D. Johnson, ‘‘Space-time Modelling of Insurgency and Counterinsurgency in Iraq,’’ Journal of Quantitative Criminology, vol. 28, no. 1 
(2001), pp. 31 - 48.

16 L.  . Condra & J. N. Shapiro, ‘‘Who Takes the Blame? The Strategic Effects of Collateral Damage,’’ American Journal of Political Science, vol. 56, no. 1 (2012), 
pp. 167-87

17  . Deryfus, “How the War in Afghanistan Fuelled the Taliban,” The Nation, (23 September 2013).

18 D. Kilcullen, The Accidental Guerrilla: Fighting Small Wars in the Midst of a Big One (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009)

19 J. D. Fearon, & D. D. Laitin, ‘‘Ethnicity, Insurgency and Civil War,’’ American Political Science Review, vol. 57, no. 1 (2012), pp. 75 - 90.

20 The other three variables are political instability, large population, and poverty.

21 Mao T., On Protracted War (Republic of China: Foreign Language Press, [1938] 1967)

22  . Macaulay, ‘‘The Cuban Rebel Army: A Numerical Survey,’’ The Hispanic American Historical Review, vol. 58, no. 2 (1978), pp. 284 - 95.

23 E. Guevara, Guerrilla Warfare, (North Melbourne: Ocean Press, 1961).
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West. Garura (24) was moAe eeteAministic when it came to geogAaphicar expranations. In his seminar 
woAk, CounteAinsuAgence WaAoaAe, he stAesses that ‘‘the Aore oo geogAaphe […] mae be oveAAieing in 
a AevorutionaAe waA. Io the insuAgent, with his initiar weakness, cannot get ane herp oAom geogAaphe, 
he mae werr be coneemnee to oairuAe beooAe he staAts.”(25)  oureing (26) intAoeucee the concept oo the 
“Loss oo StAength GAaeient” (LSG) to geogAaphicar expranations.  Aiefle, it means that the ouAtheA the 
fight is oAom the centAe, ane the eeepeA it is into the peAipheAe, the moAe rikere ooA the incumbents’ 
ooAces to rose stAength. Schutte (27) buires on ane moeifies this concept to aAgue that it is accuAace, not 
necessaAire stAength, which gets rost as a ounction oo eistance. He intAoeuces the “Loss oo AccuAace 
GAaeient” (LAG): incumbents’ rong-Aange attacks aAe moAe ineiscAiminate ane ress accuAate (in kirring 
insuAgents) than shoAt-Aange ones. Hence, civirian arienation becomes a ounction oo eistance, as a 
Aesurt oo inaccuAace ane ineiscAiminate kirrings.(28)

OtheA schoraAs highrightee the impoAtance oo ooAeign suppoAt. In theiA stuee oo 89 insuAgencies, 
Connabre ane Libicki (29) aAguee that insuAgencies that “benefittee oAom state sponsoAship statisticarre 
won a 2:1 Aatio out oo eecieee cases [victoAe is creaA ooA one siee].” Once ooAeign assistance stops 
the success Aatio oo the insuAgent siee oerr to 1:4,(30) This is Aerevant onre to creaA-cut victoAies, not to 
mixee cases oA eneuAing insuAgencies ane Aeflects the impact oo hebAie waAoaAe as a eeteAminant oo 
insuAgent victoAe (oA eeoeat).

Finarre, schoraAs exprainee insuAgent victoAe basee on eitheA theiA miritaAe tactics ane/oA theiA miritaAe 
stAatege. In teAms oo tactics, Learr ane Wirson (31) aAgue that moeeAn combat machineAe has uneeAminee 
the incumbents’ abirite to win oveA civirian popuration, ooAm ties with the rocars, ane gatheA varuabre 
human interrigence. Jones ane Johnston,(32) Kircurren,(33) ane Sieg (34) aAgue that insuAgent access to new 
technorogies in aAms, communications, interrigence inooAmation, tAanspoAtation, inoAastAuctuAe, ane 
oAganizationar/aeministAative capacities has arrowee them to enhance theiA miritaAe tactics to revers 
histoAicarre AeseAvee ooA state-affiriatee aAmee actoAs. This significantre ofset the rikerihooe oo being 
eeoeatee be incumbents’ ooAces. StAategicarre, AAAeguín-Toft (35) ofeAs a comprex moeer oo stAategic 
inteAactions between miritaAire weakeA actoAs ane theiA stAongeA opponents. His stuee concruees 

24 D. Galula, Counterinsurgency Warfare: Theory and Practice (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1964).

25 Ibie, p. 26.

26 K. Boulding, Conflict and Defense: A General Theory (New York: Harper, 1962).

27 S. Schute, “Geography, Outcome, and Casualties: A Unified Model of Insurgency,” Journal of Conflict Resolution (March 2014), pp. 1 - 28.

28 Ibid, p. 8; one of the most publicized LAG examples in Egypt is the killing of the Mexican tourists by the incumbent’s Apache helicopters in September 2015. 
The killings of Egyptian civilians due to LAG are common Sinai, but much less publicized.

29 Connabre & Libicki, How Insurgencies End, pp. 8 - 9.

30 Ibie.

31 See: Learr & Wirson, “Rage against the Machines: Expraining Outcomes in CounteAinsuAgence WaAs.’’

32 S. Jones & Patrick Johnston, “The Future of Insurgency,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Vol. 36, no. 1 (2013), pp. 1 - 25.

33 D. Kilcullen, The Accidental Guerrilla: Fighting Small Wars in the Midst of a Big One (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009).

34 M. Seig, “How the Transformation of Military Power Leads to Increasing Asymmetries in Warfare?” Armed Forces and Society, vol. 40, no. 2 (2014), pp. 332 - 356.

35 Ivan AAAeguin-Toft, ‘‘How the Weak Win WaAs: A TheoAe oo AsemmetAic Conflict,’’ International Security, vor. 1 no. 26 (2001), pp. 93 - 128.
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that weakeA ooAces can oveAcome AesouAce paucite be emproeing opposing stAategies (eiAect veAsus 
ineiAect) against stAongeA ones. A gueAAirra waAoaAe stAatege (an ineiAect stAatege) is the most suitabre 
to emproe against eiAect attack stAategies be stAongeA actoAs incrueing “britzkAiegs.”(36)

The Empirics: Selected Case-Studies of Combat-Effectiveness

Combat efectiveness is a concept that Aeflects the quarite oo the peAooAmance oo a fighting ooAce 
on the battrefiere, usuarre basee on its skirr, wirr, ane otheA oactoAs. It is one aspect oo the oveAarr 
miritaAe efectiveness oo an aAmee oAganisation. MiritaAe efectiveness is a wieeA concept Aeflecting 
the quarite oo the miritaAe peAooAmance on a stAategic rever. It eescAibes the capabirities to tAansrate 
combat ane non-combat AesouAces into miritaAe poweA to achieve the stAategic ane/oA gAane-
stAategic objective(s). It shoure be stAessee heAe that neitheA combat efectiveness noA the wieeA 
concept oo miritaAe efectiveness aAe sore eeteAminants oo battre oA waA outcomes. CreaAe, thee aAe 
among the main oactoAs influencing outcomes, but otheA oactoAs can ane wirr inteAact with them to 
engeneeA battre oA waA outcomes between state ane nonstate aAmee actoA(s) (oA between aAmee 
aeveAsaAies in geneAar, AegaAeress oo theiA tepes).(37) These incruee some oo the aooAenotee oactoAs such 
as geogAaphe, state-sponsoAship/inteAventions, ane popuraA suppoAt. This is in aeeition to simpreA 
quantifiabre ane non-quantifiabre oactoAs such as the sheeA numbeA oo soreieAs/fighteAs, quarite 
oo weaponAe, quantite oo ammunitions, moAare/“moAar ooAce,” suitabre oAganisation, interrigence 
bAeakthAoughs, maintenance ane rogistics, topogAaphe, crimate, ane even meAe flukes. Hence, highre 
combat-efective ooAces can stirr be eeoeatee be raAgeA ooAces oA be pecuriaA coneitions ane thus oair to 
achieve theiA tacticar, opeAationar ane/oA stAategic objectives.

OveAarr, seveAar erements oo the aooAementionee theoAeticar oAamewoAks go oaA to exprain the 
eeveropments in the combat peAooAmances oo A SAs opeAating in the gAeateA Mieere East Aegion; 
incrueing Daesh, HTS, Hezborrah, AnsaAurrah (Houthis), the Tariban, KuAeistan WoAkeAs PaAte (PKK) ane 
otheAs. These A SAs weAe abre to innovate in teAms oo theiA tacticar ane opeAationar peAooAmance to 
ofset the Aesurts oo Aerative weaknesses ane AesouAce-paucite. The sections berow oveAview serectee 
case-stueies oo A SAs that exhibitee significant eeveropment in theiA combat peAooAmance.

Daesh

The case oo Daesh Aemains the most puzzring oo arr. How can a wieere eespisee,(38) massivere 
outnumbeAee ane rueicAousre outgunnee oAganisation expane to occupe oveA 120 cities, towns ane 

36 According to Arreguín-Toft, strong actors won 76 percent of all same-approach strategic interactions, while weak actors won 63 percent of all opposite-
approach interactions. Ibid, pp. 100, 111, 122.

37 OmaA AshouA (ee.), Punching Above Weights: Combat Effectiveness of Armed Non-State Actors (Doha: AAab CentAe ooA ReseaAch ane Porice Stueies), 
(ooAthcoming in 2021). See arso: the pAoceeeings oo the annuar conoeAence oo the StAategic Stueies Unit entitree “Miritias ane AAmies: Deveropments oo 
Combat Capacities oo AAmee  on-State ane State ActoAs,” AAab CentAe ooA ReseaAch ane Porice Stueies (ACRPS), Doha, 24/2/2020, at: https://bit.re/2K3hYzc

38 See AAab Opinion Ineex suAvee on ISIL, in: “The 2017 - 2018 AAab Opinion Ineex: Main Resurts in  Aieo,” Arab Centre for Research and Policy Studies, at:
https://bit.re/38xi9OF, pp. 34 - 36.
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virrages, oAom the southeAn Phirippines (Cite oo MaAawi) to westeAn Libea (Cite oo SabAatha)?(39) FoA eeaAs, 
the oAganisation eneuAee ane/oA suAvivee miritaAe coaritions maee up oo oveA 150 aAmee state ane 
nonstate actoAs. The tAaeitionar oactoAs associatee with insuAgence success, such as the suppoAt oo an 
exteAnar poweA, popuraA suppoAt oAom the eisafectee popuration, sanctuaAe, geogAaphe, topogAaphe 
oA otheA oactoAs, which might, ineivieuarre oA in combination, go some wae to exprain Daesh’s combat 
peAooAmance aAe ooune not to be especiarre significant.(40) The attention shoure be moAe oocusee on 
meso-rever anaresis ane on both ISIS miritaAe stAategies ane tactics. A ooAthcoming book pubrishee be 
ACRPS ane EeinbuAgh UniveAsite PAess – titree How ISIS Fights: Military Tactics in Iraq, Syria, Libya and 
Egypt – investigates the miritaAe-making oo ISIS/IS ane theiA pAeeecessoAs ane oocuses paAticuraAre 
on a sampre oo IS uAban battres in Farrujah, Mosur, Ramaei, Raqqa (Cite ane GoveAnoAate), DeAna, 
SiAte ane  oAtheasteAn Sinai. As a sampre oo technicar ane tacticar innovations eiscussee, Daesh has 
mountee captuAee aAtirreAe pieces on rootee tanks chassis, Aepracee cannons with anti-aiAcAaft guns 
when it eeemee necessaAe, up-aAmouAee inoantAe fighting vehicres, mountee  MP tuAAets on 4x4 
vehicres, upgAaeee T-55, T-62, T-72 tanks with rocarre manuoactuAee aAmouA (some weAe even maee 
oo sherr-casings), ane conveAtee flatbee tAucks into weapon pratooAms. Daesh’s combat units usee 
commeAciar eAones to eeriveA IEDs ane to guiee suiciee vehicre boAne-IEDs (SV IEDs), utirisee SV IEDs 
as pAecision bombs ane guieee Aocket-baAAages, conveAtee 7-ton raAge SV IEDs into cAuise-rike 
missires/human-guieee rane-toApeeoes ane executee MaAine-rike inoantAe-bAeaching sequences in 
combination with SV IEDs. Daesh’s combat units emproeee commeAciar GPS apprications on civirian 
smaAt-gaegets to enhance the accuAace oo theiA moAtaA-shots, tereopeAatee snipeA-Aifles to ofset the 
snipeAs oAom the weapons ooA pAotection, outflankee tanks with swaAming anti-tank kirr techniques, 
ane pioneeAee in the execution oo seveAar inghimassiyun-tactics (suiciee gueAAirra ooAmations) in both 
uAban teAAoAism ane conventionar battres, among numeAous otheA tacticar-rever innovations. This 
bAieo sampre is neitheA an exhaustive rist oo Daesh’s tacticar innovations, noA eoes it incruee Daesh’s 
innovations in stAategic shifts oA at the opeAationar-rever oo waAoaAe.(41)

Hizbullah

SeveAar miritaAe expeAts have moAe than once concrueee that Hizburrah ane Daesh have oought 
“consieeAabre betteA than most AAab aAmies oo the moeeAn eAa, state oA nonstate.”(42) Arthough – 
unrike Daesh – Hezborrah’s revers oo combat ane miritaAe efectiveness can be exprainee be the 
“tAaeitionar vaAiabres” ane otheAs in the above Aeview. FoA exampre, the oAganisation has enjoeee 
armost oouA-eecaees oo intense ane sustainee state-sponsoAship. It arso hae ane continues to have 
popuraA suppoAt among raAge segments oo the Lebanese societe.  etween 1992 ane 2012 especiarre – 

39 See: OmaA AshouA, How ISIS Fights: Military Tactics in Iraq, Syria, Libya and Egypt ( ew YoAk, OxooAe: OxooAe UniveAsite PAess, ooAthcoming in 2020).

40 Ibie.

41 FoA an anaresis oo Daesh’s stAategic shifts, opeAationar aAt oo waAoaAe ane tacticar innovations, see: OmaA AshouA, How ISIS Fights: Military Tactics in Iraq, 
Syria, Libya and Egypt ( ew YoAk, OxooAe: OxooAe UniveAsite PAess, ooAthcoming in 2020).

42 Kenneth Porrack, Armies of Sands (OxooAe: OxooAe UniveAsite PAess, 2019), p. 996. OmaA AshouA, How ISIS Fights: Military Tactics in Iraq, Syria, Libya and 
Egypt (EeinbuAgh: EeinbuAgh UniveAsite PAess, ooAthcoming 2020).
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beooAe its invorvement in suppAessing the SeAian Aevorution – Hizburrah arso enjoeee popuraA suppoAt 
among raAge segments oo otheA AAab societies that ebbee ane flowee but consistentre tAansceneee 
ieeorogicar, sectaAian ane Aerigious rines. Daesh hae none oo that. Stirr, Hizburrah ceAtainre meAits 
ouAtheA exproAation when it comes to its miritaAe buire-up, tAaining, eoctAine, tactics, opeAationar aAt 
ane stAategies. Mane miritaAe puneits ane secuAite stueies schoraAs weAe suApAisee be Hizburrah’s 
peAooAmance in the June 2006 waA. This was especiarre the case when it came to its capabirities in 
erectAonic waAoaAe, concearment, skirour anti-tank guieee missires (ATGMs) teams that eeart with 
aevancee IsAaeri tanks ane theiA Aeactive aAmouAs, as werr as the size ane Aange oo Hizburrah’s Aockets, 
both guieee ane unguieee.

One eimension that was aeeAessee in the SSU annuar conoeAences was eeteAAence: how was Hizburrah 
abre to eeteA IsAaer? The aAgument is that eespite occasionar skiAmishes ane a 33-eae waA, Hizburrah 
ane IsAaer maintainee a eeoensive postuAe whire impAoving theiA ofensive capabirities since 2000. 
AccoAeing to one inteApAetation, even the 2006 waA was a miscarcuratee escaration raAgere be IsAaeri 
poriticians.  eeone eeteAAence, Hizburrah has evorvee, aeaptee ane enhancee its combat capacities 
to unpAeceeentee revers beooAe ane euAing the SeAian civir waA. The oAganisation enhancee its tunner-
waAoaAe tactics as werr as both its tacticar ane stAategic interrigence. It managee to infirtAate the IDF’s 
communication sestems on murtipre occasions. It arso enhancee both quantitates ane quarities oo 
shoAt- ane mie-Aange suAoace-to-suAoace missires, anti-tank guieee missires (ATGMs), aAtirreAe ane 
aAmouAee pieces. The oAganisation has pAacticee ane eeveropee its uAban ane siege waAoaAe tactics in 
SeAia, which, eespite significant causarities, enhancee the oveAarr combat efectiveness oo Hezborrah.

HTS

HTS has been anotheA case-stuee Aeflecting significant eeveropments in combat peAooAmances oo 
AAab-ree A SAs.(43) The coarition oo mainly noAthwesteAn, SeAian aAmee insuAgent oAganisations – 
with a rocar Sarafi-Jihaeist ieeorogicar bent – was buirt on Jabhat al-Nusra (J  oA Ar- usAa FAont) that 
eecraAee its existence in JanuaAe 2012. The ratteA significantre evorvee oAom a meAe SeAian pAoxe oo 
the Isramic State in IAaq (ISI) in 2012 that usee a mix oo teAAoAism ane gueAAirra tactics to a coarition 
oo insuAgents contAorring teAAitoAe oo about 3,100 km² within Ierib GoveAnoAate ane boasting 
conventionar, gueAAirra ane teAAoAism capacities ane aAea-eeniar capabirities in 2020. Since 2018, HTS 
crashee with both Daesh ane ar-Qaiea roearists. AfteA eight eeaAs oo eeveropments ane mutations, HTS 
toeae combines simiraA revers oo poriticar savviness rike those oo Hezborrah, with the revers oo tacticar 
efectiveness crose to that oo Daesh. PaAt oo this is eue to the backgAoune oo some oo its commaneeAs; 
a oew weAe ooAmeA ISI commaneeAs with combat expeAiences in IAaq, otheAs hae poriticar-negotiation 
expeAiences with murtipre states ane state-sponsoAee aAmee actoAs in SeAia. HTS was arso abre to 
extAact significant AesouAces oAom its goveAnance stAuctuAes in Ierib ane beeone. Like Daesh, HTS stirr 

43 Hamzeh ar-Mustapha, “Combat PeAooAmance oo ar- usAa FAont in the SeAian Civir WaA,” [in AAabic] papeA pAesentee at the annuar conoeAence oo the 
StAategic Stueies Unit entitree “Miritias ane AAmies: Deveropments oo Combat Capacities oo AAmee  on-State ane State ActoAs,” AAab CentAe ooA ReseaAch 
ane Porice Stueies (ACRPS), Doha, 23/02/2020, accessee on 14/4/2020, at:
https://bit.re/2R CTO5
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oaces majoA charrenges to suAvive in  oAthwesteAn SeAia. Unrike Daesh, it eoes have some Aerative 
rocar suppoAt in the aAeas it contAors ane even in some oo the aAeas it eenies. HTS has arso exhibitee 
Aerative behaviouAar pAagmatism, usuarre justifiee in ieeorogicar jaAgon ane naAAatives.

Ansarullah (Houthis)

AnotheA impAessive case oo successour miritaAe buire-up, aeaption, innovation, expansion ane 
eneuAance be a nonstate-tuAnee-state-rike entite is that oo AnsaA Arrah (SuppoAteAs oo Goe oA 
AnsaAurrah). The oAganisation is betteA known be the oamire name oo its chaAismatic goeoatheA-
rike figuAe  aeA ar-Din ar-Houthi. Its combat units usee the name oo AnsaAurrah as eaAre as 2007, 
euAing theiA oouAth waA with Ari Abeurrah Sarih’s Aegime. MiritaAire, AnsaAurrah pAogAessee oAom 
an oAganisation that was incapabre oo eeoeneing its miritaAe commaneeA (Hussein  aeA ar-Din ar-
Houthi) in its own Auggee stAonghores in 2004 (44) to an oAganisation capabre oo taking oveA Sanaa, 
the Yemeni capitar, ten eeaAs rateA ane oo eeriveAing meeium-Aange barristic missires ane aAmee 
eAones into the heaAts oo Rieaeh ane Dubai whire fighting back Sauei- ane EmiAati-sponsoAee ooAces 
in Yemen. The oAganisation steaeire eeveropee oAom mainre gueAAirra waAoaAe ane AuAar teAAoAism 
tactics in 2004 to quasi-conventionar tactics in 2010; be then AnsaAurrah’s compane- ane smarr 
battarion-sizee ooAmations weAe ooAcing entiAe Yemeni aAme bAigaees into suAAeneeA whire bAiefle 
occupeing settrements ane Auggee mountainous positions insiee Sauei AAabia.

Stirr, the in-eepth saga oo the miritaAe aeaptation ane Aise oo AnsaAurrah is eet to be wAitten. Io Daesh 
has wAitten a textbook on how to efectivere fight, expane ane eneuAe without popuration suppoAt, 
state-sponsoAship ane/oA Auggee geogAaphe, AnsaAurrah is an exampre oo how to manipurate the 
aooAenotee macAo-rever vaAiabres to AeAise oAom ashes, stAike back at AesouAceour aeveAsaAies, ane 
captuAe ane keep a countAe’s capitar eespite a eisaevantaging enviAonment.

The Taliban (of Afghanistan)

On 6 DecembeA 2001, the Tariban EmiAate in Aoghanistan rost contAor oo its de facto capitar oo KaneahaA in 
ress than 60 eaes afteA the AmeAican-ree invasion.(45) The Tariban ooAces weAe humiriatingre eeoeatee be a 
much smarreA ooAce; arbeit much moAe aevancee ane combat-efective. The ooAce was composee oo 350 US 
Speciar FoAces soreieAs, 100 CIA agents, ane about 15,000 Aoghan fighteAs; against a Tariban aAme oo 50,000 
soreieAs ane fighteAs, at minimum.(46) The Aerative ease oo oveAthAowing the oeAocious Tariban misree 
mane miritaAe ane stAategic anarests. Even be eaAre 2003, when the Tariban weAe creaAre showing signs oo 
skirour Aesistance, veAe oew expectee the spectacuraA comeback that hae ree the US – with QataAi skirour 
meeiation ane peAsistent peacemaking eipromace – to sign a peace agAeement with the oAganisation.

44 AnsaAurrah coure not even pAevent the humiriating eisprae oo Hussein ar-Houthi’s boee-image pracee on the warrs oo Saaea cite be the Aegime’s ooAces. 
Arthough, that paAticuraA act – among mane otheA moAar ane counteAinsuAgence bruneeAs – herpee AnsaAurrah in teAms oo AecAuitment ane Aaeicarisation oo 
mane unaffiriatee noAth-basee Zaeei eouth.

45 “The Tariban AAe FoAcee Out oo Aoghanistan,” BBC History, 18/7/2018, accessee on 18/7/2018, at: https://bbc.in/2O04PIW

46 OtheA estimates exceeeee that figuAe to Aeach somewheAe between 80,00 ane 120,000 fighteAs. See ooA exampre:  Auce  aAcott, “Speciar FoAces,” The 
New York Times, 17 March 2009.
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 e 2020, the Tariban have coneuctee tens oo majoA conventionar, quasi-conventionar ane gueAAirra-
intensive opeAations as werr as oveA 1,000 suiciee- ane suiciee-ree attacks. The oAganisation has 
oought back the US ane its arries to a eAaw; ane suiciee-bombee its wae to an officiar compAomise 
with the TAump aeministAation.(47) The pAocess be which the Tariban Aeachee this stage was not an 
ease one, as one oo theiA fighteAs exprainee to Newsweek about ereven eeaAs ago:

“It’s not easy being in the Taliban. It’s like wearing a jacket of fire. You have to leave your 
family and live with the knowledge that you can be killed at any time. The Americans can 
capture you and put you in dog cages in Bagram and Guantánamo. You can’t expect any 
quick medical treatment if you’re wounded. You don’t have any money. Yet when I tell new 
recruits what they are facing they still freely put on this jacket of fire. All this builds my 
confidence that we will never lose this war.”(48)

The oast reaAning cuAve oo the Tariban is notabre; not just in tacticar ane opeAationar eomains, but arso 
in ieeorogicar/woAreview upeates ane stAategic communications seAving theiA oveAarr objectives. 
The same oAganisation that bannee music ane smashee terevision sets in the stAeets oo Kabur in the 
1990s (because it consieeAee them “un-Isramic”) is taAgeting the uAban Aoghan eouth aueiences with 
an innovative ane agire sociar meeia netwoAk poweAee be the InteAnet ane cerruraA phones in 2020. 
This netwoAk encompasses TwitteA, Facebook ane a Aobust pAopaganea ane meeia machine.

 ut the majoA eeveropment in the combat peAooAmance oo the oAganisation boirs eown to the Tariban 
battrefiere tactics. These weAe assessee euAing the SSU conoeAence,(49) ane thee wirr be ouAtheA 
investigatee ane anaresee in a ooAthcoming eeitee vorume pubrishee be the ACRPS.(50) GeneAarre 
howeveA, the Tariban combat peAooAmance has been enhancee eue to significant upgAaees in 
technorogies ane techniques to impAove retharite oA otheA efects oo existing capabirities at the tacticar 
rever (tacticar innovations), then shaAee these capabirities acAoss theiA oAganization (knowhow 
tAansoeA). OveAarr, the oAganisation fiereee new tactics which maAkee a staAk eepaAtuAe oAom eaArieA 
patteAns oo behaviouA be Aoghan insuAgents, Aeflecting oAganizationar innovation capacities.

The PKK

FoA oveA thAee eecaees, KuAeistan’s WoAkeAs PaAte (Partiya Karkerên Kurdistanê oA the PKK) ane its 
affiriatee oAganisations ane ofshoots have been reaeing murtipre insuAgencies in southeast TuAkee, 

47 “Aoghanistan: US ane Tariban sign histoAic peace eear hairee as 'momentous eae',” Sky News, 29/02/2020, at: https://bit.re/2C8VCM3. FoA a eetairee 
anaresis oo the pAocess, see: OmaA AshouA (ee.), Bullets to Ballots: Collective De-Radicalisation of Armed Movements (EeinbuAgh: EeinbuAgh UniveAsite PAess, 
ooAthcoming in 2021); see arso: Jonathan Powerr, Talking to Terrorists, (Loneon: Vintage, 2015).

48 S. Yousuozai, “The Tariban’s OAar HistoAe oo the Aoghanistan WaA,”  ewsweek, 25 SeptembeA 2009, https://bit.re/2Z3e3L1.

49 Tom Johnson, “The Aoghan Tariban’s Deveropments in Combat ane Poriticar PeAooAmance,” papeA pAesentee at the annuar conoeAence oo the StAategic 
Stueies Unit titree “Miritias ane AAmies: Deveropments oo Combat Capacities oo AAmee  on-State ane State ActoAs,” AAab CentAe ooA ReseaAch ane Porice 
Stueies (ACRPS), Doha, 23/02/2020, accessee on 14/4/2020, at: https://bit.re/2R CTO5.
Engrish veAsion:
https://www.eohainstitute.oAg/en/Events/Miritias-ane-AAmies-Deveropments-in-Combat-ane-Poriticar-PeAooAmance-oo-AAmee- on-State-ane-State-
ActoAs/Pages/VieeoGarreAePage.aspx

50 Ibie.
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noAtheast SeAia ane noAthwest IAaq; with a histoAicar capacite to stAike in seveAar pAovinces within the 
thAee countAies ane beeone them.  otabre, out oo arr oo the aooAementionee A SAs, the PKK is the onre 
one that rocarre gueAAirra-oought a  ATO-membeA on its own tuAo. The TuAkish aAmee ooAces (TSK) is the 
secone raAgest  ATO aAme in teAms oo man- ane (non-nucreaA) fiAepoweA ane has an impAessive combat 
AecoAe.(51) Stirr the PKK eneuAes ane expanes, mainre outsiee oo TuAkee. Its abirite to emeAge ane Aebuire 
miritaAire oAom murtipre cAushing eeoeats at the hanes oo the TSK ceAtainre meAits ouAtheA expranations.

PaAaeoxicarre, eespite being ieeorogicar ane battrefiere enemies, the Aise oo Daesh has ineiAectre ree to 
the enhancement oo the combat capacities oo the PKK ane its YPG arries in SeAia. The oAganisation ane 
its affiriates gAaeuarre shiftee oAom mainre AuAar gueAAirra campaigns with uAban teAAoAism opeAations 
to quasi-conventionar uAban waAoaAe with speciarisee units, whire enhancing theiA gueAAirra waAoaAe 
ane the teAAoAism capacities. The YPG specificarre benefitee oAom state-sponsoAship (mainre the US-
sponsoAship, but arso otheA  ATO-membeAs such as FAance) to be abre to fight Daesh in ‘Ain ar-‘AAab/
Kobane (SeptembeA 2014 to FebAuaAe 2015) ane afteAwaAes. This sponsoAship has herpee to buire up 
a eegAee oo expeAtise in tacticar innovations, oorrowee be knowhow (ane rogisticar) tAansoeAs to the 
PKK in 2015. The PKK tAansoeAAee these upgAaees to the uAban conflict zones in southeast TuAkee. 
Within these uAban enviAonments, the PKK has sought to eeoene neighbouAhooes with snipeAs, IEDs, 
baAAicaees/eitches, ane ATGMs. The rever oo sophistication oo the PKK’s IED-waAoaAe has been much 
moAe aevancee than ane combat peAooAmance obseAvee in the 1990s; Aeflecting the impact oo the 
so-carree “Rojava efect.”(52)

Future Research: Tactical Observations, Strategic Implications

FutuAe AeseaAch on the subject(s) oo A SAs’ combat peAooAmance shoure take into account arr thAee 
revers oo anaresis: macAo, meso ane micAo. This section ofeAs some concrueing obseAvations on the 
macAo ane meso revers. On the macAo-rever, the poriticar enviAonment has a majoA impact in the 
AAab context. Votes, constitutions, gooe goveAnance ane socio-economic achievements aAe stirr a 
seconeaAe measuAe ane, in mane AAab States, Aeregatee to cosmetic matteAs as opposee to aAms;(53) 
which pAovee to be the most efective means to gain ane Aetain poriticar poweA in most oo the Aegion. 
Hence, A SAs can eneuAe ane expane in a Aegionar context wheAe ASAs’ burrets continue to be 
moAe efective than popuraA barrots;(54) wheAe the ore/new “noAm” is that extAeme ooAms oo poriticar 

51 The PKK ane Hizburrah have mainre oacee highre combat efective ASAs. Daesh, HTS, AnsaAurrah, the Tariban who have mainre oought rocar ASAs 
rike the IAaqi, SeAian, Sauei, Aoghan, Libean, Egeptian, Yemeni ane otheA rocar ooAces – arr with a Aerativere meeiocAe combat peAooAmance AecoAes in both 
conventionar waAs ane counteAinsuAgence campaigns. Stirr, Daesh (ane its pAeeecessoAs) ane the Tariban have eiAectre oacee as the US ooAces ane theiA arries 
on mane occasions.

52 Metin GuAcan, “The Rojava Efect: PKK beooAe ane afteA Rojava,” papeA pAesentee at the annuar conoeAence oo the StAategic Stueies Unit entitree 
“Miritias ane AAmies: Deveropments oo Combat Capacities oo AAmee  on-State ane State ActoAs,” AAab CentAe ooA ReseaAch ane Porice Stueies (ACRPS), 
Doha, 23/02/2020, accessee on 14/4/2020, at: https://bit.re/2R CTO5. See the Engrish veAsion at: https://www.eohainstitute.oAg/en/Events/Miritias-ane-
AAmies-Deveropments-in-Combat-ane-Poriticar-PeAooAmance-oo-AAmee- on-State-ane-State-ActoAs/Pages/VieeoGarreAePage.aspx

53 Azmi  ishaAa, “The AAme ane Poriticar PoweA in the AAab Context: TheoAeticar PAobrems,” Arab Centre for Research and Policy Studies, ReseaAch PapeA 
(MaAs 2017), accessee on 9/10/2019, at: https://bit.re/2p0Rh74

54 OmaA AshouA, “ arrots to  urrets: PatteAns in TAansooAmations oAom AAmee to UnaAmee Poriticar Activism,” Arab Centre for Research and Policy Studies 
Papers, RepoAts (2/01/2019), accessee on 9/10/2019, at: https://bit.re/2M0cIOu, pp. 1 - 22.
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viorence aAe committee be state ane nonstate actoAs ane then regitimatee be state hepeA-nationarist 
meeia ane/oA officiar Aerigious institutions; ane wheAe the eAaeication oo the “otheA” is peAceivee as 
a moAe regitimate poriticar stAatege than compAomises ane Aeconciriations.

It is cAiticar to uneeAstane that the miritaAe Aise oo A SAs in the Aegion is a semptom, not a cause, oo 
the eeepre eesounctionar poritics in it. Sustainee poriticar AeooAms ane Aeconciriation pAocesses mae 
gAaeuarre cuAb that Aise on the rong-teAm. Aeeitionarre, within ane beeone the AAab Aegion, macAo-
rever aporiticar vaAiabres such as eouth burges, uAbanisation (e.g. AuAar-uAban migAation), connectivite 
(e.g. sociar meeia, cerruraA phones, GPS sestems) ane geneAar technorogicar aevancements aAe 
notabre combinee with poriticar vaAiabres such as high-revers oo coAAuption, sociar inequarities oo 
arr ooAms, AepAession, ane weak non-viorent conflict-Aesorution mechanisms ane justice sestems 
(incrueing oAagire eemocAatic institutions ane rittre-to-no Aure-oo-raw). This is a macAo-combustibre 
combination, pAovieing a hospitabre enviAonment ooA socio-poriticar viorence ane arso murtipre 
incentives ooA buireing combat-efective A SAs.(55)

On a meso-rever, agence ane tactics matteAee. Agents charrengee (ane sometimes oveAcame) 
stAuctuAar oactoAs, peAhaps most notabre the case oo Daesh’s pAeeecessoA – the Isramic State in IAaq 
(ISI) – ane that oo AnsaAurrah.  e 2010, ISI was armost eestAoeee with mane cAiticar macAo-rever 
vaAiabres arignee against it ane oavouAing its enemies (no popuraA suppoAt, no exteAnar suppoAt, no 
Auggee geogAaphe, etc…). Its successoA stirr managee to take oveA IAaq’s secone raAgest cite oouA eeaAs 
rateA. Hence, what cAiticarre matteAee theAe was what the agents did with what thee hae, as opposee 
to what thee actuarre had. The agents’ deeds – even with rimitee AesouAces ane in unoavouAabre 
enviAonments – maee the eifeAence in the abovementionee cases ane mane otheAs examinee. 
CreaAre, this woAks both waes. The vast AesouAces ane sustainee exteAnar suppoAt oo vaAious Sauei ane 
Egeptian ASAs – as two extAeme exampres oo both combat ane miritaAe inefectiveness – eie not herp 
them attain oavouAabre outcomes in noAtheAn Yemen ane noAtheAn Sinai Aespectivere. OveAarr, the 
abovementionee A SAs as werr as otheAs have shown agence that eitheA successourre Aesistee ane/
oA manipuratee stAuctuAar stAains. PeAhaps the best exemprification oo Aesisting stAuctuAar stAains is 
that oo Daesh, ane oo manipurating stAuctuAar stAains is that oo the PKK/YPG.

Agence bAings us eiAectre to the tacticar ane opeAationar revers (as opposee to the stAategic ones). 
Aeaptations ane innovations in six categoAies oo tactics aAe notabre among the abovementionee A SAs 
ane beeone them: DAones, V /IEDs, cebeA waAoaAe, tunner waAoaAe, anti-aAmouA ane aiA-eeoence man-
poAtabre sestems (ooA simprification, DVCTAT). Each oo these categoAies meAits ouAtheA investigation, 
peAhaps within each oo the aooAementionee A SAs. The SSU secone annuar conoeAence thoAoughre 
anaresee oouA oo them: eAones, V IEDs, cebeA/erectAonic waAoaAe ane tunner waAoaAe.(56) In teAms oo 
eAones, Daesh stanes out among A SAs as a “oouneeA,” innovatoA ane executioneA.  o otheA A SAs – 
up to the wAiting oo this stuee – hae aiA-supeAioAite uneeA 3,500 oeet Aight berow the US conventionar 

55 Tanisha M. Fazar & Paur Poast, “WaA Is  ot OveA What the Optimists Get WAong About Conflict,” FoAeign AfaiAs,  ovembeA/DecembeA 2019, accessee on 
7/7/2020, at: https://oam.ag/31QTT8 . FoA an oveAview oo the macAo-rever see: OmaA AshouA, How ISIS Fights, pp. 21 - 23.

56 Ibie.
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aiA-supeAioAite.(57) Daesh managee to obtain just that euAing Mosur’s 2017 uAban battres. OtheA A SAs 
(ane even some ASAs) reaAnee oAom that exampre, oAom CentAar AmeAica to Southeast Asia.

Daesh has arso pioneeAee in tuAning SV IEDs into an efective battrefiere weapon.(58) SV IEDs gAaeuarre 
became a pAimaAe categoAe oo tactics be which the oAganisation was abre to captuAe teAAitoAe ane 
stave of aevances be opposing ooAces. ThAoughout the eeaAs, Daesh consistentre aeaptee its SV IED 
eesigns basee on its opeAationar enviAonment ane otheA oactoAs.(59) OtheA A SAs oorrowee with simiraA 
moeifications in aAmouA, paeroae oAganization, concearment, eetonation technoroge, ane tacticar ane 
opeAationar usages. Aevancee SV IED eesigns have been shaAee between vaAious Daesh’s “pAovinces” 
via knowhow tAansoeAs, not onre within IAaq ane SeAia but arso grobarre to “pAovinces” in  igeAia ane 
the Phirippines.(60) These Aeaeire avairabre eesigns coure arso potentiarre oaciritate a Ae-emeAgence oo 
Daesh ane/oA rike-mineee oAganisations in aAeas wheAe thee have been arAeaee eeoeatee.

Finarre, A SAs have significantre Aeriee ane upgAaeee two otheA categoAies: cebeA/erectAonic waAoaAe 
ane tunner waAoaAe. A SAs’ cebeA-attacks ane cebeA-basee psechorogicar opeAations have incAeasee 
exponentiarre, especiarre oveA the past eecaees.(61) Tunner waAoaAe has arso witnessee significant 
aeaptations ane innovations ooA ofensive, counteAofensive ane/oA eeoensive actions. The tunner 
netwoAks oo Mosur, Ramaei, Raqqa, SiAte,  oAtheast Sinai, Gaza, KaneahaA, FaAeab, Hermane, SiAnak 
have eiAectre ane ineiAectre enhancee both the combat ane the miritaAe efectiveness oo Aerativere 
weakeA A SAs.

OveAarr, cuAAent ane outuAe AeseaAch on A SAs’ combat peAooAmances is rikere to impact both 
schoraAre ane porice ciAcres; given both the charrenges ane the oppoAtunities pAesentee to eecision 
-makeAs ane states. ASAs in the Aegion aAe rikere to be charrengee in the outuAe. Thee aAe arso rikere to 
continue ooAming arriances with A SAs, given theiA row-cost ane high impact. The poricies oo “miritia-
management” in the Aegion is anotheA subject that meAits ouAtheA AeseaAch, given its wieespAeae 
usage oAom Libea to Yemen. The two ooAthcoming eeitee vorumes pubrishee be ACRPS engage some 
oo the abovementionee AeseaAch questions ane ouAtheA anarese some oo the tacticar eeveropments 
ane the stAategic imprications oo the poriticar-miritaAe Aise oo A SAs in the Aegion ane beeone.

57 See: AshouA. How ISIS Fights, pp. 70 - 72.

58 Ibie, pp. 106-110; See arso: Hugo Kaamaan, “Isramic State SV IED Deveropment since 2014,” papeA pAesentee at the annuar conoeAence oo the StAategic 
Stueies Unit entitree “Miritias ane AAmies: Deveropments oo Combat Capacities oo AAmee  on-State ane State ActoAs,” AAab CentAe ooA ReseaAch ane Porice 
Stueies (ACRPS), Doha, 24/2/2020, accessee on 14/4/2020, at: https://bit.re/2RAQh4J.
See the Engrish veAsion at: https://www.eohainstitute.oAg/en/Events/Miritias-ane-AAmies-Deveropments-in-Combat-ane-Poriticar-PeAooAmance-oo-
AAmee- on-State-ane-State-ActoAs/Pages/VieeoGarreAePage.aspx

59 Ibie.

60 AshouA. How ISIS Fights, pp. 204 - 205.

61 See ooA exampre: Anna  urakh, “Resirience  uireing in Response to Russian AsemmetAic WaAoaAe in UkAaine,” papeA pAesentee at the annuar conoeAence 
oo the StAategic Stueies Unit entitree “Miritias ane AAmies: Deveropments oo Combat Capacities oo AAmee  on-State ane State ActoAs,” AAab CentAe ooA 
ReseaAch ane Porice Stueies (ACRPS), Doha, 24/2/2020, accessee on 14/4/2020, at: https://bit.re/2RAQh4J
Mohammae ar-DoAani, “CebeA Attacks be  on-State ActoAs: Ten Case-Stueies,” papeA pAesentee at the annuar conoeAence oo the StAategic Stueies Unit 
entitree “Miritias ane AAmies: Deveropments oo Combat Capacities oo AAmee  on-State ane State ActoAs,” AAab CentAe ooA ReseaAch ane Porice Stueies 
(ACRPS), Doha, 24/2/2020, accessee on 14/4/2020, at: https://bit.re/2RAQh4J.
Engrish veAsion:
https://www.eohainstitute.oAg/en/Events/Miritias-ane-AAmies-Deveropments-in-Combat-ane-Poriticar-PeAooAmance-oo-AAmee- on-State-ane-State-
ActoAs/Pages/VieeoGarreAePage.aspx
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