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At the onset of Indian independence in August 1947, ending centuries of colonial rule and subjugation, 
few could have predicted that the country would be where it is now. India today stands as the world’s seventh 
largest economy, with an estimated Gross Domestic Product of US$ 2.2 Trillion. Statistics from the World Bank 
indicate that the rate of growth of the Indian economy, already one of the fastest in the world, will reach 7.7% 
by 2019-2020, and project that by 2022, India will be the globe’s fourth largest economic power.

In order to sustain its economic growth, India has become the world’s third largest oil importer, as well as 

ever stronger relations with oil producing countries in the Gulf.

Such vital trade ties form only a part of the Indo-Arab relationship, which stretches deep into history. 
Particularly through trade, ascendant Islamic states acted as the conduit between the Mediterranean 

sandalwood and ebony from India. Beginning in the eighth century, small settlements of Arab traders had 
established themselves on the Indian Subcontinent. 

Arab scholars enjoyed to Indian schools of thought and scholarly traditions. In medieval Mesopotamia, 
scholarly institutions founded on Indian pedagogical ideals hosted mathematicians and philosophers who 

the most important Muslim Arab recipients of works of mathematics and medicine written in India. Some of 
these early works on mathematics, astronomy and astrology and medicine which made their way from India 
to the Middle East included a work by Abrahama Sadhanta, which came into Arabic translation with the title 
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Sind Hind; Arkand, written by Kahadika; and Aryabhatta’s work on the decimal system. It was the transfer of 
this knowledge which allowed Europe to discover the decimal system through Arab-ruled Iberia. 

the transmission of stories and parables. Most famously, these included allegorical Kalila wa Dimna, 

century and rose to a pinnacle during Ibn Battuta’s famous journey. In Sindh itself, a growing community 
of Arabic speaking scholars quickly made large contributions to Islamic jurisprudence and wider Islamic 

these trade routes, and of Asia, the Arabs and Indians were again united, this time in the struggle against  

with the volume of bilateral trade between India and Israel going from US$ 200 million in 1992, to $1 
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military technology to India. Israeli-Indian cooperation now covers a number of other domains, including 
research and development and joint industrial manufacturing in defense technologies, agriculture, 

long been a champion. 

Despite its ambitions on the world stage, India’s development is held back by a number of structural 

change goals, in addition to another $200 billion to carry out improvements to its agricultural and related 
sectors. Yet, with 25% of its population living without access to electricity, India’s economic development 
can only be possible with the energy it must import from abroad. In fact, the volume of energy imported 

is India’s inability to tackle the challenge of bureaucratic and administrative corruption, which it must do 
in order to become more attractive to foreign capital. 

A comprehensive understanding of Arab-Indo relations calls for a strategic research approach. Such an 

estimated $265 billion. Similarly, an attempt to understand Indo-Arab relations must take in India’s need 
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per day. A third point which must be considered is India’s regional and wider global ambitions. India’s 
geographical outreach to its Arab neighbors is not solely driven by the desire for oil, but also by the need to 
secure a number of strategic interests it shares with the Arab region and, in particular, the Arab Gulf states. 

Finally, the Arab states, for their part, are motivated to build stronger relations with India by their need for 

particular, the drive for Arab states to advance their technology and manufacturing sectors with Indian 

workers and import a large volume of goods from India. 

Indian Prime Minister Modi’s policy of reaching out to West Asia, announced in 2014, paves the way for 
a meaningful Indo-Arab strategic partnership which goes beyond stereotyped notions and ideological 
dispositions which fell victim to domestic Indian political disputes. Such a strategic partnership would 
not only help to achieve their limited interests, but also reduce traditional Arab reliance on the West for 

both India and the Arab states, and the unraveling of traditional alliances across the globe, have provided 
the opportunity for such a new Indo-Arab partnership. 
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8:30 – 9:00 Registration

9:00-11:00

11:00-11:30

11:30-13:00

India in the Arab Imagination 

Indian Universities

13:00-14:00
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14:00-16:00
between India and the Arab Gulf States

Internal Drivers 

16:00-16:30

16:30-18:00 

Economic Interests 
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9:00-10:30  

Palestine and Israel in Indian Foreign Policy: 
Principles and Pragmatism 

10:30-11:00

11:00-12:30

the Arab Gulf States

12:30-14:00
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14:00-15:30





Participants
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 , Jamia Millia Islamia  , India . He previously 
worked with   an Arabic-English 
Interpreter  .  Ahmad obtained his doctoral degree from 

  Delhi .

and has played a crucial role in bringing these societies and cultures together throughout human 

relations between India and the Arab world through translation work in the 21st century and how this 
can help promote cordial political and economic relations with most Arab countries. It also attempts 
to highlight the important works that have been translated into Arabic and vice versa during the 21st 

reasons behind the decrease of translation and attempts to identify new avenues which are important to 
strengthen cultural relations between the two regions.
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  West Asian Studies , School of International Studies , 
 . He has also served as Associate Dean and  

school and Director of the Maulana  , Egypt . He has  authored , edited 
and co-edited , and contributed chapters to over  , the Gulf  
Africa . He holds a  .

and an almost complete absence of contentious bilateral issues. India supported Arab independence 

regimes, he also had good relations with monarchies that had close ties with Pakistan and supported 

and political partner in the areas of: energy/food security; foreign workers - 7 million; and growing trade, 

the growing power of Iran, ethno-sectarian divisions and the Kurdish issue will remain major drivers of the 
emerging political and security calculus. India’s policy to avoid taking sides in intra-regional disputes and 
balance ties with all states will remain a major challenge. Ultimately, India desires inclusive institutional 
mechanisms for strategic dialogue, but the reality is a highly unpredictable and unstable political and 
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 , Sidi  Mohamed Ben Abdallah 
 . He is a founding member of  

in Morocco  , Training  and Higher Education , Draa 
 , Morocco . He has published many  articles in Moroccan and international publications .

intense competition between several African states as well as rising powers looking to secure their interests 
in Africa. In addition to Africa’s continuing and historical role as a site for foreign direct investments, 
Africans are also increasingly shaping their own consumer market. 

comes to issues like the Western Sahara. 

of the paper is that the various modes of cooperation between Morocco and India have contributed to 

between India, Morocco and the African continent remains long.
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Professor at  the Arab American University in Jenin , Palestine since 2004 . Yousef  is also lecturing for 
 . He obtained a PhD in  

  2000 . He has published many books and 
scholarly articles , including  Israel and the Rising Powers: The Relationship with Turkey China, India and Russia , 

  Studies in 2011 . 

the world’s second-most populous country, the seventh largest by area and the second largest market, and 
its control of the third largest army and the seventh largest navy. 

indeed been able to strike a balance of sorts between Palestine and Israel, and that they have achieved this 

two pivotal players in the Middle East.  
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 . She lectured in the Department of History at  the 
same university from 2014-2017   for Teaching and Training from 

  2014 . She has several books , the most important of which  is  The Political 
and Cultural History of Al-Qabil Region from 1273 AH / 1856 - 1373 AH / 1954 , published by  
Society for Writers and Authors in 2017 .

emergence of the British presence in India in the 19th and 20th centuries, when the British Government 
signed a number of agreements with the Gulf States. Military relations emerged between the British 

tracing the impact of the attack on Muscat in 1915 by the troops loyal to the Imamate during the reign of 

and India. Secondly, it turns to the role of the Indian forces in assisting the Sultans and the presence of 
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  Studies . He has published many books and studies 
including , most  recently , Introduction to Syrian Political Life: From Entity’s Formation to Revolution , published 

 . His  other publications include  The Arab Depiction of Europe in the Middle Ages  
and  Transformations of the Elites’ Attitudes Towards Lebanon .

researchers, through their journeys, their geographical, historical, literary compositions, books, and 

cultural and religious worlds.

knew about the Indian sub-continent, and how they evaluated it, according to their cultural repertoire and 
values. It arrives at the  tradition of documenting the wonders of the world and folklore. 
It documents ideas, judgments, imaginings and attitudes about Indian lands and seas, and describes the 

Arabs and the world.

mythological stories.
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 , Jamia  Millia Islamia  . She is currently engaged 
in the  compilation of an annotated reference work on India and West  Asia . Karuppan holds a Master’s 

  Science and History . She has contributed chapters in edited books  on the topic of 
contemporary researches on West Asia .

As neighbors, both Arab countries and India have attempted, through academia, to understand each 

international studies, for instance, the Arab world is the most important topic of research among academics 
and policy makers in India as Indian universities and research institutions have shown increasing interest 
in understanding the various aspects of Indo-Arab relations under the Areas Studies program. It is now 

from the latter part of the 20th century to the beginning of the 21st century where we see new dimensions 

and discuss Indian academics and researchers’ approaches towards emerging Indo-Arab relations in recent 
decades, and to point out the neglected themes and issues that are of relevance in the present times. 
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  at the University of Westminster  . 
He is currently working  on colonial practices of postcolonial states , with special focus on  India in Kashmir 

 . He obtained his  PhD from the Department of Politics at the University of  Bristol , UK . 
Anand is the author of monographs   and  

 .

India’s approach toward West Asia has witnessed a change best described as one marked by shared ethos 
of anti-coloniality, non-alignment and desire to create sovereign nation-states to one marked by post-

politics of India as it emerges as a major power from secular nationalism to Hindu nationalism; Hindu 
nationalism being akin to Zionism in terms of being majoritarian. Second is the divisive politics and chaos 
in the Arab world where major countries are economically strong but geopolitically in decline; India’s 

the unresolved Kashmir question. India’s behaviour in Kashmir echoes that of Israel’s in Palestine; there is 

Israel-Palestine in particular.
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Turkey: An Ambitious Strategy 

Indian foreign policy and the country’s orientation to the world are undergoing a number of changes. 

growing and changing needs, and an ambition to achieve a position of global prominence commensurate 
to its own ascendency, in addition to India’s need to secure energy security. 

assets. While Gulf-India relations are well developed, there remain some regional challenges standing in the 

For India, strong ties between the Gulf states and Pakistan have been a further complicating factor for decades. 

Indo-Gulf relations.
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President of the Academy   Institute for 
Political and Strategic Studies since September 2014 .  He  was previously Professor of Political Science and 

  Sakarya University , Turkey, between September 2015  . He  holds 
 .

protect those same relations with coup leader Abdelfattah Sisi undertaking several mutual visits to 

capabilities as well as attract foreign investment to Egypt. 

of the importance of their bilateral relationship—politically, economically and militarily—Indo-Egyptian 

levels.  
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Professor   International Studies  , India . He was 
previously Dean  , India . His areas of academic interest , 
research and writings include : Political  Economy of Development with a focus on West Asia including  

 . His 
current research is  on India’s Energy Transition .

in the global energy market triggered by structural changes in the hydrocarbon industry and the drive 

areas of collaboration between India and the Arab countries to build local capacities in terms of human 
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  Islamia  . His 
areas of academic interest include Indo -Arab economic relations and Islamic banking  . He holds 
a  PhD in Economics from the Aligarh Muslim University , India . Among  his publications are : India and West 
Asia – Emerging Market in the Liberalization Era      

As neighbors, both Arab countries and India have attempted, through academia, to understand each 

international studies, for instance, the Arab world is the most important topic of research among academics 
and policy makers in India as Indian universities and research institutions have shown increasing interest 
in understanding the various aspects of Indo-Arab relations under the Areas Studies program. It is now 

that took place from the latter part of the 20th century to the beginning of the 21st century where we see 

relations in recent decades, and to point out the neglected themes and issues that are of relevance in the 
present times. 
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  Global Governance 
 . His research focuses on India’s relations with the 

Gulf  States . Previously   an Australian Shadow Foreign 
Minister and advised several other parliamentarians  on foreign policy matters . He holds a PhD from the  
University of Melbourne , Australia .

toward the Gulf.  
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Assistant Professor in journalism , political  science and critical thinking in several Palestinian colleges and 
universities . He is Founder of the   Palestine , as well as creator of 

  from Tunis El 
Manar University  , including  Indian Foreign Policy Towards the Palestinian 
Question (1947-2005) .

the world’s second-most populous country, the seventh largest by area and the second largest market, and 
its control of the third largest army and the seventh largest navy. 

indeed been able to strike a balance of sorts between Palestine and Israel, and that they have achieved this 

two pivotal players in the Middle East.  
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Professor of History and Archeology at the Faculty of Arts  and Sciences  . He previously 
taught at the University  . His research and materials revolve around  history and 
archeology in the Middle East   

  a PhD in History and Archeology from the Free University  of Berlin .

role throughout the ages, not only as a stopover for traders and their vessels that roam the Gulf, but also 
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Professor at the Faculty of Political Science , Mustansiriya University , Baghdad . He holds a doctorate in 
political science from the  same university . He has written several books , including  Israel in the Nile Basin: 
A Study of Israeli Strategy  , The Indian Experience in Africa, Human 
Rights and Democracy and  
Opportunities . 

international and regional roles played by the two parties. India is an emerging global force that is 

geopolitical and economic importance as an energy and economic powerhouse in the Arab region and the 

development of Indo-Gulf relations.
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Professor of   Studies , Aligarh Muslim 
University , India   Associate in the Gulf Studies Programme  
Asian  and African Studies  , and a consultant  

  on 
 .

most important for the Arab countries. Saudi Arabia has been the largest supplier of crude petroleum 

India’s imports of natural calcium phosphate unground came from Arab countries during 2016-17. About 
60 percent of India’s imports of phosphoric acid originated from the Arab countries. Arab countries were 

Indo-Arab relations. 
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  in the UK . His research interests focus on areas such  as energy policies in 
the Gulf and Iran , and Asian -Gulf relations  . Al-Tamimi holds a PhD  in International 

 .  He authored  the book  China-Saudi Arabia Relations, 1990-
2012: Marriage of Convenience or Strategic Alliance?  . 

development of Gulf-India relations. 
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 . He  has presented papers in several conferences , the most 
recent of  which were   Malaysia , 2017  
of Sheikh Jaid Bin Khamis  Al Kharousi 1821  , 2016 , and  
Imam Muhammad bin Abdullah 1954  .

Indian communities in the Arabian Gulf before the discovery of oil and the economic role they played as 
well as their relationship with the international powers, especially Great Britain, and the local authorities. 

the geographical distribution of the Indian communities and their economic role, and the relationship of 
Indian communities with local and international authorities.

the economic and political developments. Since the 19th century, the number of Indians has been steadily 

countries before the advent of oil, with the number of Indians in the early 19th century rising to about 4000.



32

 , Government of India  
 , Media 

 , Turkey , Egypt , Iran and Saudi Arabia  
West Asian Studies  niversity. 

Ideally, India’s West Asia policy discourse should center around its energy needs, security and welfare of 
seven million Indians living in the region, large remittances coming from the region, the increasing trade 

acts between Saudi Arabia-Iran and Israel-Palestine; the role of international powers in the region; and 

has shown its willingness to see India playing a greater role in maintaining peace and stability. Towards 
assuming a new role in the region, however, India’s strategic choices are not unlimited, and require not 

In resetting its strategic vision towards the region, India’s relations with Saudi Arabia, Iran, Israel and its 

policy.
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 , Doha . He holds a PhD in History 
  the Faculty of Dar al-Ulum  . He has  published research in 

Arabic , Urdu , English , Hindi and Farsi , as  well as two Arabic language books .

Since antiquity, trade has linked the Indian Subcontinent to the Arabian Peninsula and the Mediterranean 

under the Umayyad and Abbasid eras.

Arabian Peninsula and what would become the Gulf states during the Mughal Empire. It seeks to determine 

strengthen these relations and links by contributing to the establishment and endowments of khanqahs, 

Bengal Sultanates.
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Assistant Professor in the Department of Economics at the  University of Tlemcen , Algeria , and a researcher 
 , Institutions and Development at the  same university . 

She recieved a doctorate in economics from the  same university in 2017 . She has authored several 
publications , the  most important of which is  

 : Is Governance the Missing Ingredient  to Alleviate the Situation   in the book  Labor in an Islamic 
Setting: Theory and Practice . 

labor, partly to take part in large-scale infrastructure investments, and India was a favored source of such 

price of crude oil on the migration of Indians to the Gulf states during the period from 1995 to 2016. 

positively and meaningfully correlated with the numbers of Indians seeking employment in the Gulf 
states. Higher oil prices drive Gulf governments to undertake massive projects for the development of 
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 . She teaches a  
 . Bait   

Ministry of Education . She obtained a master’s degree in  literature , with a specialism in history from Sultan 
  in 2015 . 
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Assistant Professor at the Department of History , University of Hyderabad , India  
 , Budapest . He has held tenures of fellowships  

  Singapore . Varghese holds a PhD in History from 
the University  of Hyderabad .

the formal-informal divide in practice, agency and governance. By taking a select number of case studies 

the paper also argues that the predictable neo-liberal turn into a sort of minimalist state in the domain 
of emigration governance is a myth in the Indian case, wherein one sees a state that is simultaneously 

migration industry needs to be located and understood in terms of historically and institutionally situated 
migration ensembles, which is an outcome of interaction between heterogeneous actors involved on 
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 . Al  Ghilani obtained his PhD at the University of 

Edinburgh , UK . He has many published books and research studies , including   and the Franco British 
   al Jissah   and  

1871-  .
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Visiting Professor at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies and currently working on a book on 

Finance from the Free University of Berlin in 1994.

  Siyasat Arabiya . He has worked 
in several research centers and contributed   
in Iraq . Saeed has written several books and studies on  the Arab regional transitions and their relationship 
to the social  sciences and humanities and holds a PhD from Al-Mustansiriya  University in Baghdad .

 
at the University  . Al - Ansari holds an MA in Social Transformation  from Manchester University , 

  Marsh Institute at Manchester University on  , social , 
  He   

Al-Arab  and has worked as a consultant for several charitable  foundations .
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Head of the Policy Analysis Unit at  . He was  previously 
  at the University of Kalamoon , Damascus , 

Syria . Kabalan earned his  PhD at Manchester University , UK . He is the author of  several books and essays in 
politics and international relations . 

Professor of Political Science at  . He holds a doctorate in political science from  
University . Al-Misfer has a number of published   on 
the topic of Arab nationalism . He has permanent press  
newspapers .

Economist at the  .  He worked as  a consultant and researcher in 
economic policies and business consulting   private 
business sector . Seifan holds a bachelor’s degree in economic  sciences from Aleppo University in Syria and 
a diploma in  , Germany . 

  for 
 

Peninsula Studies   journals and holds an MA in 
 .


