
Case Analysis   |    16 January 2020

The Future of U.S. Military Presence in Iraq

Unit for Political Studies



 Th  FuFuh  o  U.U  MiMutur  uhehenh Me  uta

Series: Case Analysis 

 16 January 2020

C pruMghu © 2020 Autb Cheuhu o u Rhehtunh ted   iMnr .uFdMheU Aii RMghue RhehuvhdU      

Th Autb Cheuhu o u Rhehtunh ted   iMnr .uFdMhe Me te Medhphedheu uhehtunh MeeuMuFuh ted uhMek utek o u uhh 
euFdr  o hMeu ur ted e nMti enMhenhe, wMuh ptuuMnFitu hmphteMe  e uhh tppiMhd e nMti enMhenheU

Th Cheuhu’e ptutm Feu n enhue Me uhh tdvtenhmheu  o Autb e nMhuMhe ted eutuhe, uhhMu n  phutuM e wMuh 
 eh te uhhu ted MeeFhe n enhueMeg uhh Autb etuM e Me ghehutiU T  uhtu hed, Mu ehhke u  hxtmMeh ted dMtge eh 
the situation in the Arab world - states and communities- to analyze social, economic and cultural policies 
ted u  pu vMdh p iMuMnti tetireMe, ou m te Autb phuephnuMvhU 

Th Cheuhu pFbiMehhe Me b uh AutbMn ted EegiMeh Me  udhu u  mtkh Mue w uk tnnheeMbih u  b uh Autb ted e e-
Autb uhehtunhhueU 

Th Autb Cheuhu o u Rhehtunh ted   iMnr .uFdMhe 

Ai-Ttuot .uuhhu, WtdM Ai Btetu 

Al-Dayaen, Qatar 

 O B x 10277, D ht 

+974 4035 4111

wwwUd htMeeuMuFuhU ug 

Unit for Political Studies     

Th  eMu o u   iMuMnti .uFdMhe Me uhh Cheuhu’e dhptuumheu dhdMntuhd u  uhh euFdr  o uhh uhgM e’e m eu puheeMeg nFuuheu 
tfftMueU Ae Meuhguti ted vMuti ptuu  o uhh ACR .’ tnuMvMuMhe, Mu  ffhue tntdhmMntiir uMg u Fe tetireMe  e MeeFhe uhtu tuh 
uhihvteu ted FehoFi u  uhh pFbiMn, tntdhmMne ted p iMnr-mtkhue  o uhh Autb uhgM e ted bhr edU Th  eMu o u   iMuMnti 
.uFdMh dutwe  e uhh n iitb utuMvh hff uue  o t eFmbhu  o enh itue btehd wMuhMe ted  FueMdh uhh ACR .U  u pu dFnhe 
uhuhh  o uhh Cheuhu’e pFbiMntuM e ehuMhe: Aeeheemheu Rhp uu,   iMnr AetireMe, ted Cteh AetireMe uhp uueU U 



 Th  FuFuh  o  U.U  MiMutur  uhehenh Me  uta

Series: Case Analysis 

 16 January 2020

C pruMghu © 2020 Autb Cheuhu o u Rhehtunh ted   iMnr .uFdMheU Aii RMghue RhehuvhdU      

Th Autb Cheuhu o u Rhehtunh ted   iMnr .uFdMhe Me te Medhphedheu uhehtunh MeeuMuFuh ted uhMek utek o u uhh 
euFdr  o hMeu ur ted e nMti enMhenhe, wMuh ptuuMnFitu hmphteMe  e uhh tppiMhd e nMti enMhenheU

Th Cheuhu’e ptutm Feu n enhue Me uhh tdvtenhmheu  o Autb e nMhuMhe ted eutuhe, uhhMu n  phutuM e wMuh 
 eh te uhhu ted MeeFhe n enhueMeg uhh Autb etuM e Me ghehutiU T  uhtu hed, Mu ehhke u  hxtmMeh ted dMtge eh 
the situation in the Arab world - states and communities- to analyze social, economic and cultural policies 
ted u  pu vMdh p iMuMnti tetireMe, ou m te Autb phuephnuMvhU 

Th Cheuhu pFbiMehhe Me b uh AutbMn ted EegiMeh Me  udhu u  mtkh Mue w uk tnnheeMbih u  b uh Autb ted e e-
Autb uhehtunhhueU 

Th Autb Cheuhu o u Rhehtunh ted   iMnr .uFdMhe 

Ai-Ttuot .uuhhu, WtdM Ai Btetu 

Al-Dayaen, Qatar 

 O B x 10277, D ht 

+974 4035 4111

wwwUd htMeeuMuFuhU ug 

Unit for Political Studies     

Th  eMu o u   iMuMnti .uFdMhe Me uhh Cheuhu’e dhptuumheu dhdMntuhd u  uhh euFdr  o uhh uhgM e’e m eu puheeMeg nFuuheu 
tfftMueU Ae Meuhguti ted vMuti ptuu  o uhh ACR .’ tnuMvMuMhe, Mu  ffhue tntdhmMntiir uMg u Fe tetireMe  e MeeFhe uhtu tuh 
uhihvteu ted FehoFi u  uhh pFbiMn, tntdhmMne ted p iMnr-mtkhue  o uhh Autb uhgM e ted bhr edU Th  eMu o u   iMuMnti 
.uFdMh dutwe  e uhh n iitb utuMvh hff uue  o t eFmbhu  o enh itue btehd wMuhMe ted  FueMdh uhh ACR .U  u pu dFnhe 
uhuhh  o uhh Cheuhu’e pFbiMntuM e ehuMhe: Aeeheemheu Rhp uu,   iMnr AetireMe, ted Cteh AetireMe uhp uueU U 

Table of Contents

 euu dFnuM e U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U   1

 e Thuh t Lhgti  utmhw uk o u uhh  uhehenh  o AmhuMnte   unhe Me  uta?     U      U      U      U      U      U   1

Th OffinMti  utaM   eMuM e  e uhh  .  uhehenh Me  uta     U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U  5

DMffhuheu  utaM   eMuM ee  e uhh  .   unhe RhmtMeMeg U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U6

Conclusion  U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U      U6



 Th  FuFuh  o  U.U  MiMutur  uhehenh Me  uta   

1

Introduction

Th  . euuMkh  e t Hhzb iith ntmp Me uhh Ai-QtMm uhgM e  e uhh  utaM-.ruMte b udhu 29 Dhnhmbhu 2019, 
uhh eFbehaFheu utMd utughuMeg Ghehuti Qteehm . ihMmteM ted, fietiir, WtehMegu e’e dhnMeM e  e uhh 
 . puhehenh Me  uta, uhpuheheuhd te  pp uuFeMur u  utMeh uhh pu bihmtuMn MeeFh  o  utaM e vhuhMgeur, t 
eFbjhnu uhtu hte i eg bhhe uhh eFbjhnu  o  utaM dhbtuhU Theh hvheue htvh tie  dutwe tuuheuM e u  uhh 
dhiMbhutuhir ehgihnuhd MeeFh  o uhh ihgti outmhw uk g vhueMeg uhh tnuM ee  o  . o unhe Me uhh n FeuurU

Is There a Legal Framework for the Presence of American Forces in Iraq?

 u Me whii ke we uhtu  . itw d he e u tii w ter  o Mue mMiMutur o unhe u  bh eFbjhnu u  ter kMed  o o uhMge 
n mmted ted Me uhohuhenh u  uhMe,  uta ted uhh  eMuhd .utuhe  o AmhuMnt eMgehd uw  tguhhmheue Me 2008U

Th fiueu wte uhh .utuFe  o   unhe Aguhhmheu bhuwhhe uhh  eMuhd .utuhe  o AmhuMnt ted uhh RhpFbiMn 
 o  uta  e uhh wMuhdutwti  o  eMuhd .utuhe o unhe ou m  uta ted uhh  ugteMztuM e  o uhhMu tnuMvMuMhe 
dFuMeg uhhMu uhmp utur puhehenh Me  uta (.O A), eMgehd  e 17 N vhmbhu 2008 br H ehrtu ZhbtuM, uhh 
 utaM o uhMge mMeMeuhu, ted Rrte Cu nkhu, uhh  . tmbteetd u u   utaU Th mtMe pu vMeM ee uhgFituMeg 
uhh uhmp utur puhehenh  o  . o unhe Me  uta eutuu ou m uhh dtuh  o uhh tguhhmheu’e heuur Meu  o unh  e 
1 JteFtur 2009 ted n euMeFh o u uhuhh rhtue (AuuMnih 30/1)U Thuh Me e  tuuMnih Me uhMe tguhhmheu uhtu 
tii we o u Mue hxuheeM e, MedMntuMeg uhtu “Aii uhh  eMuhd .utuhe   unhe ehtii wMuhdutw ou m tii  utaM 
uhuuMu ur e  ituhu uhte Dhnhmbhu 31, 2011” (AuuMnih 24)U(1)

Th ehn ed tguhhmheu, uhh .uutuhgMn  utmhw uk Aguhhmheu (. A), uhituhe u  n  phutuM e bhuwhhe  uta 
and the United States, coming in line with the declaration of principles of the long-term relationship 
 o n  phutuM e ted ouMhedehMp bhuwhhe  uta ted uhh  eMuhd .utuheU TMe dhnitutuM e, eMgehd  e 26 
N vhmbhu 2007, MeniFdhe puMenMpihe  e n  phutuM e Me uhh dhoheeh ted ehnFuMur fihid wMuh .hnuM e 
    eutuMeg uhh o ii wMeg: “Th ptuuMhe ehtii n euMeFh u  o euhu ni eh n  phutuM e n enhueMeg dhoheeh 
ted ehnFuMur tuuteghmheue wMuh Fu puhjFdMnh u   utaM e vhuhMgeur  vhu Mue ited, eht, ted tMu uhuuMu urU 
.Fnh ehnFuMur ted dhoheeh n  phutuM e ehtii bh Fedhuutkhe pFueFteu u  uhh Agreement between the 
United States of America and the Republic of Iraq on the Withdrawal of United States Forces from Iraq and 
the Organization of Their Activities during Their Temporary Presence in IraqU”(2) Th tguhhmheu nihtuir 
dMd e u ephnMor uhh mhnhteMeme  o uhMe n  phutuM e, e u dMd Mu iMek Mu wMuh uhh fiueu tguhhmheuU TFe, 
uhhuh Me e  outmhw uk o u uhMe n  phutuM e tfthu uhh wMuhdutwti  o AmhuMnte o unhe ou m  uta wMuh 
the entry into force of this agreemheu Me 2011U

  ii wMeg uhh  . . utkh vhu  o   eFi  e 9 JFeh 2014, ted uhh gu Fp’e hxpteeM e Meu  n euu i  o  vhu t 
uhMud  o  utaM uhuuMu ur, uhhuh wte e  dMuhnu  . uhep eehU(3) Btutk Obtmt wtMuhd ehtuir uw  m euhe u  

1 Ghehvt Cheuuh o u uhh Dhm nutuMn C euu i  o Aumhd   unhe (DCA ), Status of Forces Agreement between The Republic of Iraq and the United States of America, 
tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020 tu: huupe://bMuUir/2.9ei JU

2 Th .uutuhgMn  utmhw uk Aguhhmheu o u t RhituM eehMp  o  uMhedehMp ted C  phutuM e bhuwhhe uhh  eMuhd .utuhe  o AmhuMnt ted Th RhpFbiMn  o  uta, 
tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020 tu: huupe://bMuUir/2RQE   U

3 Th  . tppu tnh tu uhtu uMmh wte btehd  e uhh puhmMeh uhtu uhh otii  o   eFi wte t dMuhnu uheFiu  o uhh ehnutuMte p iMnMhe putnuMnhd br o umhu  utaM  uMmh 
 MeMeuhu NFuM ti- tiMkM, whMnh nuhtuhd te hevMu emheu n edFnMvh u  uhh hmhughenh  o  . . Me  utaU Hhenh, uhh AmhuMntee bhiMhvhd uhtu uhh  utaM g vhuemheu 
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tee Fenh, o u uhh fiueu uMmh,  e 7 AFgFeu, uhh dMuhnu Mev ivhmheu  o  . o unhe Me mMiMutur  phutuM ee, 
wMuh iMmMuhd  . tMu euuMkhe tgtMeeu  . .,(4) tfthu uhh ituuhu tuutnkhd  hehmhugt o unhe Me  tkhmFu, 
ted uhMe wte hxpitMehd te tuuhmpu u  heuhu EubMiU  e tddMuM e, uhh  . tMunutft Me  uta du pphd tMd u  
uhh YtzMdMe uutpphd Me .Mejtu   FeutMeU BFu Obtmt wte nihtu uhtu “uhheh mMiMutur  phutuM ee dMd e u 
tm Feu u  t oFii-entih uh-hegtghmheu Me  uta,” ted n efiumhd uhtu: “Ae n mmtedhu Me nhMho,   wMii e u 
tii w uhh  eMuhd .utuhe u  bh dutgghd Meu  te uhhu wtu Me  utaU”(5)

  ii wMeg uhtu, h whvhu, uhh  . ehhmhd u  bhn mh m uh hegtghd wMuh uhh wtuU  e 10 .hpuhmbhu 
2014, Obtmt tee Fenhd uhh o umtuM e  o uhh Gi bti C tiMuM e u  Dhohtu  . ., dhnituMeg uhtu “uhMe Me 
e u  Fu fighu ti eh”, Me tddMuM e u  etrMeg, “ Fu  bjhnuMvh Me nihtu:  Wh wMii dhgutdh, ted FiuMmtuhir 
dheuu r,  . L uhu Fgh t n mpuhhheeMvh ted eFeutMehd n Feuhuuhuu uMem euutuhgrU”(6) Hh tffiumhd 
uhtu uhMe w Fid MeniFdh tMu euuMkhe ted  uhhu eFpp uu o u uhh gu Fed o unhe Me  uta ted .ruMt (7) with 
 phutuM ee itFenhhd br  uhhu n tiMuM e n FeuuMhe bhgMeeMeg Me  utaU Oe 19 .hpuhmbhu 2014,  uhenh 
tMunutft itFenhhd ou m uhhMu btehe Me uhh  eMuhd Autb EmMutuhe, ted ntuuMhd  Fu uhh fiueu tMu euuMkhe 
utughuMeg  . . Me   eFiU(8) Th fiueu  ffinMti mhhuMeg  o uhh n tiMuM e wte hhid Me BuFeehie,  e Dhnhmbhu 
3, 2014, Me uhh puhehenh  o 60 n FeuuMhe, tuuhedhd br  utaM  uMmh  MeMeuhu HtMdhu ti-AbtdM ted   uhMge 
 MeMeuhu  buthMm ti-JttotuMU  e uhMe mhhuMeg, w uk wte  ugteMzhd tnn udMeg u  fivh mtMe “iMehe  o 
hff uu”, wMuhMe whMnh tu ihteu uw  n FeuuMhe ihtd htnh  o uhheh iMehe:(9)

•  Mueu LMeh: .Fpp uuMeg mMiMutur  phutuM ee, ntptnMur bFMidMeg ted uutMeMeg ihd br uhh  eMuhd 
.utuhe ted  utaU

• .hn ed iMeh: eu ppMeg uhh fl w  o o uhMge uhuu uMeu fighuhue ihd br uhh Nhuhhuitede ted TFukhrU

• TMud iMeh: nFuuMeg  ff  . . tnnhee u  fietenMti uhe Funhe ted oFedMeg ihd br  utir, .tFdM AutbMt 
ted uhh  eMuhd .utuheU

•   Fuuh LMeh: AdduheeMeg tee nMtuhd hFmteMutuMte uhiMho ted nuMehe ihd br Ghumter ted uhh 
 eMuhd Autb EmMutuheU

•  Mfth LMeh: Exp eMeg uhh uuFh etuFuh  o  . . ihd br uhh  eMuhd Autb EmMutuhe, uhh  eMuhd KMegd m 
ted uhh  eMuhd .utuheU

mFeu tdhhuh u  t p iMuMnti tppu tnh uhtu uheu uhe .FeeM pFbiMn n efidhenh Me uhh  utaM eutuh, te t ehnheetur puhnFue u u  dhohtuMeg  . .U Th mtMe Mdht Me uhMe 
n euhxu wte uhh o umtuM e  o i nti o unhe, wMuh i nti ihtdhue (uhh "NtuM eti GFtud"), whMnh n Fid bh t puhiFdh u  utnkiMeg uhh nuMeMe  o uuFeu hxMeuMeg bhuwhhe 
uhh p pFituM ee  o uhh g vhue utuhe Fedhu  . . n euu i, uhh  utaM g vhuemheu, ted uhh mMiMutur ted ehnFuMur o unheU

4 Hhiheh C  phu,  tuk Ltedihu & AiMeet JU RFbMe, “Obtmt Aii we LMmMuhd AMueuuMkhe  e  . .,” The new York times, 7/8/2014, tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, tu:
huupe://eruMUme/2FNX6YdU

5  bMdU

6 Th WhMuh H Feh Offinh  o uhh  uhee .hnuhutur, “.utuhmheu br uhh  uheMdheu  e  . L,” 10/9/2014, tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, tu: huupe://bMuUir/2upaB2mU

7  tmhit QFteuFd, “Th Gi bti C tiMuM e u  Dhohtu  . .: A .Fnnhee .u ur,” the Foreign Service Journal, JteFtur/  hbuFtur 2018, pU 36, tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, 
tu: huupe://bMuUir/30k0hX U

8 “ utenh itFenhhe fiueu tMu euuMkhe  e  . Me  uta,” BBC NEW., 19/9/2014, tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, tu: huupe://bbnUMe/2Tu1CGCU

9 Ktuhihhe JU  n eeMe, “C tiMuM e C euuMbFuM ee u  C FeuhuMeg uhh  eitmMn .utuh,” Congressional Research Service (AFgFeu 24, 2016), pU 1, tnnheehd  e 
15/1/2020, tu: huupe://bMuUir/30ewmZ5U
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 u ehhme, uhhe, uhtu uhheh g tie tuh uhituhd u  uhh heuMuh MeuhuetuM eti n mmFeMur, ted e u  eir  uta, 
bFu uhtu  uta hte bhn mh t ptuur u  uhMe tiiMtenh wMuh Fu htvMeg uhh tbMiMur u  ehu,  u hvhe ehg uMtuh, 
Mue  we n edMuM ee, bhntFeh  o Mue dMffinFiu p eMuM e ted Fugheu ehhd o u MeuhuetuM eti teeMeutenh u  
n Feuhu  . .U

Jtmhe Jhffuhr, uhh o umhu  . tmbteetd u u   uta (2010-2012), ted uhh ephnMti hev r tpp Meuhd br 
 uheMdheu D etid TuFmp tfthu Buhuu  nGFuk’e uheMgetuM e, Me hMe tuuMnih “BhhMed uhh  U.U WMuhdutwti 
ou m  uta”(10) hxpitMehd Btutnk Obtmt’e dhnMeM e Me JteFtur 2011 uhgtudMeg uhh uhuheuM e  o  . o unhe 
Me  utaU Thr htd bhhe eFpp ehd u  wMuhdutw n mpihuhir tu uhh hed  o uhtu rhtu tnn udMeg u  uhh 
tguhhmheu eMgehd bhuwhhe uhh uw  ptuuMhe Me 2008U  e JFeh 2011, Obtmt tie  dhnMdhd uhtu 5,000 
e idMhue mFeu eutr Me  uta ted tee Fenhd uhtu hh htd  butMehd uhh tppu vti  o uhh o umhu  utaM  uMmh 
 MeMeuhu N FuM ti- tiMkM u  h id ehw utike Me uhMe uhgtudU BFu uhh uw  pu bihme  o ihgti MmmFeMur o u 
uhheh o unhe, ted uhh dMffinFiur  o pteeMeg uhh ehw tguhhmheu Me uhh  utaM ptuiMtmheu, n euuMbFuhd 
u  uhMe tuuhmpu bhMeg tb uuhdU  e hMe tuuMnih, Jhffuhr dhenuMbhe uhh ihgti eutuFe  o uhh uhdhpi rmheu 
 o whtu hh ntiie “uhh emtii eFmbhu  o e e-n mbtuteu  . o unhe” Me  uta Me 2014 (MUhU tfthu  . . u  k 
 vhu t uhMud  o  uta) uhtu uhMe n eeuMuFuhe te hxnhpuM e Me hmhughenMhe o u uhh FeFti eutuFe  o o unhe 
tguhhmheu p iMnrU

Thuh wte e   ffinMti nituMfintuM e  o uhh ihgti outmhw uk g vhueMeg n tiMuM e o unhe,  . o unhe Me 
ptuuMnFitu, Me  utaU Rtuhhu, hvhur eh e Fghu u  hvtdh eFnh nituMfintuM eU  e uhh mhdMt hxnhtegh 
bhuwhhe Ai- tiMkM ted Ai-AbtdM, Ai-AbtdM nitMmhd uhtu uhh  . o unhe u   uta htd utkhe pitnh Me Ai-
 tiMkM’e mtedtuh, ted uhtu uhheh o unhe whuh puheheu m uh uhte uw  m euhe bho uh hh u  k Fp hMe 
dFuMheU Ai- tiMkM uhep edhd br nitMmMeg uhtu uhMe wte pFuhir otieh tiihgtuM ee, ted itMd bitmh wMuh 
uhh AbtdM g vhuemheu o u whin mMeg uhheh o unhe ted gMvMeg uhhm phumteheu btehe  e  utaM e Mi 
ted uhh tFuh uMur u  Feh  utaM tMu eptnh ted uhuuMu ur wMuh MmpFeMurU TMe bitmh ehMftMeg br uhh uw  
o umhu puMmh mMeMeuhue uhflhnue uhhMu uhedhenr u  hvtdh dMuhnu uhep eeMbMiMur o u uhh tbehenh  o ter 
ihgti outmhw uk o u uhh w uk  o uhh n tiMuM e o unhe Me  utaU BhntFeh  o uhMe tbehenh, uhh etuFuh  o 
uhh uhituM eehMp ted uhh w ukMeg n euhxue bhuwhhe uhh uw  ptuuMhe whuh  eir MmpiMnMu, Feep khe 
FedhueutedMege, ted phuhtpe btehd  e t otMu tnn mpiM utuhhu uhte t ephnMfin, nihtu ted bMedMeg ihgti 
outmhw uk o u b uhU

AuuMnih 2 (1)  o .O A dhenuMbhe “tguhhd otnMiMuMhe ted tuhte” Me  . o unhe i ntuM ee te “uh eh  utaM 
otnMiMuMhe ted tuhte  wehd br uhh G vhuemheu  o  uta uhtu tuh Me Feh br uhh  eMuhd .utuhe   unhe 
dFuMeg uhh phuM d Me whMnh uhMe Aguhhmheu Me Me o unhU” H whvhu, uhMe dhenuMpuM e tppiMhe hxniFeMvhir 
to military bases in the 2009 - 2011 period, and there was no new legal description for establishing 
uhheh uFihe tu uhtu uMmhU D he uhh  . euMii uhir  e uhheh  utaM otnMiMuMhe, te TuFmp eutuhd Me hMe ephhnh 
tfthu uhh uhnheu tMu euuMkhe  e EMe ti-Aeetd ted ti-HtuMu btehe? Aed Mo uhtu wte uhh nteh, whr dMd 
TuFmp utik tb Fu n mpheetuM e o u uhh hxpheehe uhtu whuh ptMd u  bFMid uhheh “ utaM” btehe? Aed 
most importantly, how can the presence of US forces in these bases be described — are they combat 
o unhe, tdvMe ue  u uutMeMeg phue eehi? BFu uhh m eu nuMuMnti aFheuM e Me uhMe n euhxu uhituhe u  uhh 

10 Jtmhe  utekiMe Jhffuhr, “BhhMed uhh  U.U WMuhdutwti ou m  uta,” The Wall Street Journal (N vhmbhu 2, 2014), tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, tu: huupe:// eUwejU
n m/30mR CJU
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MeeFh  o ihgti gFtudMteehMp; .O A gtvh uhh eh uu-uhum jFuMedMnuM e u  uhh  eMuhd .utuhe, e u u   uta, 
ted Mu Me ke we uhtu uhh MeeFh  o ihgti gFtudMteehMp wte uhh dhnMeMvh otnu u Me tb uuMeg ehg uMtuM ee 
u  khhp  . o unhe Me  uta tfthu 2011U

 u Me uuFh uhtu AuuMnih 12 (1)  o uhh tguhhmheu eutuhe uhtu “ uta ehtii htvh uhh puMmtur uMghu u  hxhunMeh 
jFuMedMnuM e  vhu mhmbhue  o uhh  eMuhd .utuhe   unhe ted  o uhh nMvMiMte n mp eheu o u uhh gutvh 
puhmhdMutuhd ohi eMhe heFmhutuhd pFueFteu u  ptutgutph 8, whhe eFnh nuMmhe tuh n mmMuuhd 
 FueMdh tguhhd otnMiMuMhe ted tuhte ted  FueMdh dFur eutuFeU” BFu uhMe tuuMnih hte e  vtiFh Me uhtiMurU 
Theh phue eehi, dFh u  ehuM Fe uhuhtue, ntee u bh  FueMdh uhheh otnMiMuMhe u  bhgMe wMuh, hxnhpu 
wMuhMe uhh outmhw uk  o ephnMfin dFuMheU Thuh tuh  uhhu tuuMnihe uhtu ntenhi  Fu uhMe pu vMeM e, 
bhntFeh uhh tuuMnih Muehio u be  utaM tFuh uMuMhe htvh uhh uMghu u  dhutMe tnnFehd ptuuMhe (ptutgutph 5), 
whMih  tutgutph 3  o uhMe tuuMnih gMvhe uhh  eMuhd .utuhe tbe iFuh jFuMedMnuM e wMuhMe tguhhd otnMiMuMhe 
and areas, and during the state of duty outside the agreed facilities and areas, and in conditions not 
n vhuhd br uhh uhxu  o  tutgutph 1U

 u ehhme nihtu uhtu uhhuh Me e  ihgti outmhw uk o u t  . puhehenh uhtu hte uhtnhhd u Fghir 5,200 
e idMhueU(11)  e tddMuM e u  uhMe puhehenh, uhh  . o unhe puheheu Me .ruMt tuh i gMeuMntiir iMekhd u  uh eh 
Me  uta, ted uhh “ utaM” btehe ehuvhd te eMuhe o u uhh n ee iMdtuM e ted uhdhpi rmheu  o uhheh o unhe Me 
.ruMt puhvM FeirU Th  . o unhe Me  uta tie  ntuur  Fu mter ephnMti mMeeM ee, n vhuu  u e u,  e .ruMte e MiU

Th  . .utuh Dhptuumheu dhenuMbhe Mue mMeeM e Me  uta te “dhdMntuhd u   Fu hedFuMeg euutuhgMn 
ptuuehuehMp wMuh uhh G vhuemheu  o  uta ted uhh  utaM ph pihU  e n  udMetuM e wMuh uhh Gi bti C tiMuM e 
u  Dhohtu  . ., uhh  eMuhd .utuhe teeMeuhd  uta’e hff uue u  tnhMhvh uhh Dhnhmbhu 2017 mMiheu eh  o 
iMbhutuMeg uhh n Feuur ou m  . . […] Th  eMuhd .utuhe mtMeutMee vMg u Fe ted bu td hegtghmheu wMuh 
 uta  e dMpi mtuMn, p iMuMnti, hn e mMn, ted ehnFuMur MeeFhe Me tnn udtenh wMuh uhh  U.U- uta .uutuhgMn 
 utmhw uk Aguhhmheu (. A)U”  u tie  eutuhe uhtu “Embteer Btghdtd mtMeutMee uhh Offinh  o .hnFuMur 
C  phutuM e –  uta u  oFuuhhu uhheh g tie ted u  otnMiMutuh  uta’e u ih te t uhep eeMbih ehnFuMur ptuuehu, 
n euuMbFuMeg u  uhh phtnh ted ehnFuMur  o uhh uhgM eU”(12)BFu Mu d he e u hxpitMe whr uhMe tguhhmheu 
wte e u “heo unhd” br uhh  eMuhd .utuhe tfthu  . . heuhuhd   eFi? Whr dMd WtehMegu e wtMu tb Fu 
uw  m euhe bho uh MeuhuvheMeg ted whr wte uhtu MeuhuvheuM e e u n mmMuuhd u  uhh tguhhmheu, 
bFu utuhhu eFbjhnuMvh otnu ue Mmp ehd  e uhh gu Fed? H w nte t ohw iMehe  o mMiMutur ted ehnFuMur 
n  phutuM e Me uhMe tguhhmheu n eeuMuFuh t ihgti outmhw uk o u  . o unhe Me  uta?

Ouhhu ptuuMhe Me uhh n tiMuM e tpphtu u  bh m uh  bjhnuMvh Me dhenuMbMeg uhhMu mMeeM e Me  uta, te Me uhh 
nteh wMuh uhh NhuhhuitedeU Th DFunh  MeMeuur  o Dhoheeh, whMnh hte mMiMutur uutMehue eutuM ehd Me 
 uta, etre uhh Nhuhhuitede, “Me n enhuu wMuh t eFmbhu  o  uhhu n FeuuMhe ihd br uhh  eMuhd .utuhe, Me 
hhipMeg u  buhtk uhh fighuMeg p whu  o uhh  . . uhuu uMeu  ugteMetuM eU”(13)

11 “TuFmp v we u  h id  ute ‘oFiir uhep eeMbih’ o u teetFiu  e hmbteer Me  uta,”  tukhuWtunh, 31/12/2019, tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, tu: huupe:// eUmkuwU
ehu/2NuGWd1U

12 “ U.U RhituM ee wMuh  uta,”  U.U Dhptuumheu  o .utuh, 13/11/2019, tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, tu: huupe://bMuUir/2QVgD1J

13 “CFuuheu mMeeM ee,” DhoheeMhUei, tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, tu: huupe://bMuUir/2RjB7Qp
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The Official Iraqi Position on the US Presence in Iraq

Thuh hte e u bhhe ter tuuhmpu eMenh 2014 br uhh  utaM ptuiMtmheu,  u ter tFuh uMur wMuhMe uhh 
 utaM eutuh, u  aFheuM e uhh ihgti outmhw uk g vhueMeg uhh n tiMuM e o unhe Me  uta, dhepMuh uhMe MeeFh 
bhMeg n euu vhueMti whhe  uheMdheu TuFmp vMeMuhd  . o unhe tu EMe ti-Aeetd bteh dFuMeg ChuMeumte 
nhihbutuM ee Me 2018U N eh  o uhh n mpitMeteue puheheuhd uhh mtuuhu ehuM Feir Me uhh H Feh  o 
RhpuheheutuMvhe,  u Me ou eu  o ter  uhhu eutuh tFuh uMurU

Oeir tfthu uhh  eMuhd .utuhe kMiihd uhh ihtdhu  o uhh Rhv iFuM etur GFtud C upe’ QFde   unh, Qtehm 
. ihMmteM, ted DhpFur ChtMumte  o uhh   pFitu   bMiMztuM e   unhe, AbF  thdM Ai- FhtedMe, 
ehtu Btghdtd tMup uu  e 2 JteFtur 2020, dMd uhh  . puhehenh uFue Meu  t oFedtmheuti MeeFh Me uhh 
p iMuMnti dhbtuhU TMe pu mpuhd uhh C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe  e 5 JteFtur 2020 u  utkh t dhnMeM e 
uhtu uhaFMuhe uhh  utaM g vhuemheu u  uhumMetuh uhh uhaFheu o u teeMeutenh ou m uhh Gi bti C tiMuM e 
u  Dhohtu  . ., ted teke Mu u  w uk u  hed uhh puhehenh  o ter o uhMge o unhe  e  utaM uhuuMu ur, ted 
u  puhvheu uhhm ou m FeMeg  utaM ited, wtuhu ted tMueptnh o u ter uhte eU(14)Of course, this decision 
nte  eir bh Fedhueu  d te t phuo umtuMvh dMepitr ted d he e u uhflhnu t ehuM Fe wMii u  wMuhdutw  . 
o unhe Me ptuuMnFitu ou m  utaU Th uhpuheheutuMvhe tuh oFiir twtuh uhtu uhh C FenMi d he e u htvh uhh 
p whu u  MeeFh “dhnMeM ee” bMedMeg u  uhh hxhnFuMvh Me ter wtrU Th  utaM n eeuMuFuM e dhfiehe uhh 
oFenuM ee  o uhh C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe te hetnuMeg ohdhuti itwe, m eMu uMeg uhh phuo umtenh 
 o uhh hxhnFuMvh tFuh uMur, hihnuMeg uhh puheMdheu ted e   eU Th n eeuMuFuM e d he e u MedMntuh uhtu 
uhh C FenMi nte MeeFh dhnMeM ee uhtu htvh uhh o unh  o itw ted tuh bMedMeg o u uhh hxhnFuMvh butenh 
(AuuMnih 61  o uhh C eeuMuFuM e)U C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe’ pu nhdFuti uFihe, euMpFituhd Me AuuMnihe 60 
ted 61, d  e u gMvh uhh C FenMi tFuh uMur u  utkh dhnMeM ee uhtu htvh uhh o unh  o itwU

 e putnuMnh, uhMe mhtee uhtu uhh C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe d he e u htvh ter tFuh uMur u  MeeFh 
dhnMeM ee, whMnh wte n efiumhd br uhh  hdhuti C Fuu Muehio uhtu htd puhvM Feir MeeFhd uw  dhnMeM ee 
Me uhMe uhgtudU(15) Th fiueu dhnMeM e  e 23 Dhnhmbhu 2018 uFihd  e uhh n eeuMuFuM etiMur  o AuuMnih 
17 (4)  o uhh “C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe ted Mue   umtuM ee” itw euMpFituMeg C FenMi’e ntptnMur u  
MeeFh ihgMeituMvh dhnMeM eeU Th  hdhuti C Fuu uhn geMzhd uhtu uhh  utaM n eeuMuFuM e Me AuuMnih 61 
euMpFituhd uhh oFenuM ee  o uhh C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe u  ihgMeituh ohdhuti itwe ted dMd e u 
hmp whu Mu u  MeeFh ihgMeituMvh dhnMeM ee  uhhu uhte uh eh uhh n eeuMuFuM e euMpFituheU Thuho uh 
uhh uhxu  o AuuMnih 17 (4)  o uhh Ltw hte e  bteMe Me uhh C eeuMuFuM eU(16) Th ehn ed dhnMeM e wte 
MeeFhd  e 28 Onu bhu 2019, MUhU Fedhu uhh mtedtuh  o uhh nFuuheu ptuiMtmheu, ted tie  uFihd uhtu 
uhh MeeFtenh  o ihgMeituMvh dhnMeM ee br uhh ptuiMtmheu hte e  n eeuMuFuM eti bteMe, hxnhpu uhgtudMeg 
tuhte euMpFituhd hxniFeMvhir br uhh n eeuMuFuM e, whMnh d he e u MeniFdh MeeFMeg ihgMeituMvh dhnMeM ee 
te te tiuhuetuMvh u  itweU(17)

14 Ae uhh uheMgehd  uMmh  MeMeuhu tee Fenhd tu uhh v uMeg eheeM e,  uta eheu uw  ihuuhue u  uhh .hnFuMur C FenMi: uhh fiueu  e 25 JFeh 2014, ted uhh ehn ed 
 e 20 .hpuhmbhu 2014U BFu nihtuir uhh MeuhuetuM eti n tiMuM e dMd e u o um  e 10 .hpuhmbhu Me uhep eeh u  uhh ihuuhuU  Mueu, Mu o umhd Me uhep eeh u  vtuM Fe 
 bjhnuMvh otnu ue mheuM ehd Me uhh mtMe b dr  o uhMe tuuMnih ted uhh ehn ed mheetgh ntee u bh n Feuhd te t “uhaFheu” Me uhMe n euhxu, bhntFeh Mu ntmh tfthu 
uhh n tiMuM e o unhe' putnuMnti MeuhuvheuM e Me uhh wtuU Hhenh, Mu Me dMffinFiu u  n Feu uhheh ihuuhue te t ihgti outmhw uk o u uhh puhehenh  o  . o unhe Me  utaU

15 Th  utaM jFdMnMtur d he e u uhir  e nteh itwU

16  hdhuti C Fuu DhnMeM e N U 140, 2018, tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, tu: huupe://bMuUir/2RMkv XU

17  hdhuti C Fuu DhnMeM e N U 89, 2019, tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, tu: huupe://bMuUir/35Tw gU
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Th Dhptuumheu  o Lhgti .uFdMhe ted LhgMeituMvh DutftMeg Me uhh C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe hte 
puhvM Feir pFbiMehhd Mue ihgti  pMeM e  e uhh eFbjhnu  o uhh uhpuheheutuMvhe’ dhnMeM e ted h w 
mtedtu ur Mu uhtiir Me  e uhh C FenMi’e  we whbeMuhU TMe eutuhe uhtu “uhh tFuh uMur u  MeeFh t 
ptuiMtmheutur dhnMeM e br uhh C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe Me  uta uhaFMuhe t n eeuMuFuM eti uhxu uhtu 
MeniFdhe t uhohuhenh u  uhMe, gMvhe uhtu uhh n mphuhenMhe  o uhh ptuiMtmheu dhfiehd br AuuMnih 61  o 
uhh C eeuMuFuM e tuh dhv Md  o uhh tFuh uMur u  MeeFh t dhnMeM e [UUU]  e tddMuM e, Mu mFeu bh euMpFituhd 
uhtu uhMe dhnMeM e ehtii bh heo unhtbih br uhh hxhnFuMvh butenh [UUU] OuhhuwMeh, uhheh dhnMeM ee MeeFhd 
br uhh H Feh  o RhpuheheutuMvhe mtr bh nhtiiheghd ted e u vtiMdU “(18)

Oe uhh  uhhu hted, bheMdhe uhh itnk  o n eeuMuFuM etiMur  o uhMe dhnMeM e Me uhh fiueu pitnh, h w nte 
uhh C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe mtkh dhmtede ou m t uheMgehd g vhuemheu wMuh e  p whue, eMenh Mu 
Me t ntuhutkhu g vhuemheu, te dhenuMbhd Me uhh  utaM n eeuMuFuM e, ted uhhuho uh wMuh e  tFuh uMur u  
utkh ihgti dhnMeM ee uhtu tuh bMedMeg o u uhh ehxu g vhuemheu? Th uheMgehd  uMmh  MeMeuhu hMmehio 
tiuhtdr eutuhd uhtu hMe g vhuemheu wMii e u eFbmMu uhh  hdhuti BFdghu BMii o u 2020, bhntFeh Mu Me 
t ntuhutkhu g vhuemheu ted uhtu Mu “uuMhd u  fied t ihgti wtr  Fu  o ehedMeg uhh bFdghu bMii u  uhh 
C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe bFu wh n Fid e uU”(19) So why did he declare that there is no legal way out 
of sending the budget, yet at thh etmh uMmh dMd e u  bjhnu u  dhtiMeg wMuh te Miihgti dhnMeM e?

Different Iraqi Positions on the US Forces Remaining

 u ehhme nihtu uhtu uhhuh Me e  etuM eti n eeheeFe  e uhh wMuhdutwti  o  . o unhe ou m  utaU Th 
 .- uteMte n eou eutuM e  e uhh gu Fed Me  uta hte uh- p ituMzhd uhh n Feuur ti eg etuM etiMeu ted 
ehnutuMte iMehe wMuhMe uhh e vhuhMge MeeuMuFuM ee  o uhh eutuh, dhepMuh hMeu uMn tuuhmpue u  d wepitr 
uhMe p ituMztuM eU Th v uh  e uhh dhnMeM e u  uhm vh uhh  . o unhe ou m  uta uhvhtihd t nihtu bMte 
 e uhMe MeeFh tnn udMeg u  eFb-etuM eti MdheuMur; uhh KFudMeh ted .FeeM bi ne uhjhnuhd uhh m uM e, 
whMih .hM’M bi ne tppu vhd tim eu FeteMm FeirU TMe n eou eutuM e tie  eh whd uhh eutuk vtuMtuM ee 
bhuwhhe uhh mtMe .hM’M p iMuMnti o unhe tb Fu uhh urph  o eutuh uhhr wteuU WhMih e mh ihte u wtude 
uhh  uteMte pu jhnu,  uhhue ehh uhh ehnheeMur  o pFuuMeg t dMeutenh bhuwhhe uhh “etuM eti” Meuhuheue 
 o uhh  utaM eutuh ted uhh Meuhuheue  o uhh  uteMte eutuh, uhgtudihee  o uhh .hM’M MdheuMur bMedMeg uhhm, 
wMuh uhh ituuhu euuFggiMeg u  tee Fenh t n hhuheu pu jhnu uhtu nte euted Fp u  uhh o umhuU

Conclusion

 u m uhh tb vh, Mu ehhme uhtu uhhuh Me e  ehuM Feehee Me uhh uhaFheu u  wMuhdutw  . o unhe ted uhtu 
uhh C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe’ v uh hhuh Me e u bMedMeg  e uhh g vhuemheuU BheMdhe  uta,  . o unhe 
euMii htvh t puhehenh uhu Fgh Fu uhh uhgM e, hephnMtiir uhh  . AMu   unh, whMnh pitrhd t pu mMeheu u ih 

18 “Th C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe DhnMeM e ted uhh Exuheu  o  ue AFuh uMur  vhu uhh ExhnFuMvh,” C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe, RhpFbiMn  o  uta, 14/1/2018, 
ehhe  e 15/1/2020, tu: huupe://bMuUir/30e0K77U

19 “AbdFi- thdM: Wh uuMhd u  fied t ihgti wtr  Fu  o ehedMeg uhh dutft bFdghu u  uhh C FenMi  o RhpuheheutuMvhe, bFu wh n Fide’uU”, RFdtw, 4/12/2019, 
tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, tu: huupe://bMuUir/2Q.ZjdaU
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Me dhohtuMeg  . .U Th “htuir” hxMu  o uhheh o unhe n Fid uh-nuhtuh uhh 2014 enhetuM , MUhU uhh uhuFue  o 
 . ., uhFe p eMeg t uhti uhuhtuU Aie , ter dhnMeMvh p iMuMnti dhnMeM e uhgtudMeg uhh hxMu  o  . o unhe mtr 
 phe uhh wtr o u t KFudMeh uhjhnuM e  o eFnh t dhnMeM e ted uhh eFbehaFheu dhnMeM e  o uhh  . o unhe 
u  uhmtMe Me uhh KFudMeute uhgM e, hephnMtiir Mo uhh  . dhnMdhe u  uhn eeMdhu Mue dhnMeM e uhgtudMeg uhh 
“Medhphedhenh”  o uhMe uhgM e (20) or if it directly encourages Sunni forces to declare their commitment 
u   . o unhe uhmtMeMeg Me  uta, ehuM Feir uhuhtuheMeg uhh n Feuur’e FeMurU  e tddMuM e,  ute bhiMhvhe 
uhtu ter  . wMuhdutwti ou m  uta mtr ihtd u  uhti  . etenuM ee  e  uta, hephnMtiir wMuh Mue MetbMiMur 
u  tdhhuh u  uhh  . etenuM ee  e  ute ( uta hte t uhmp utur AmhuMnte hxnhpuM e, uhehwhd hvhur 90 
dtre, Me uhituM e u  Mue Mmp uue  o  uteMte gte ted hihnuuMnMur)U TMe n Fid i eh  ute Mue mtMe hn e mMn 
artery supplying it with hard currency;(21) at a time when the country aspires to raise its sales to the 
haFMvtiheu  o 20 bMiiM e d iitue teeFtiirU TMe mhtee i eu htud nFuuhenr ou m  uta mtr n mphuh wMuh 
htud nFuuhenr ou m  Mi etihe Me uhh wtkh  o uhh bi nktdh (22) ted, Me tddMuM e, uhh tbehenh  o uhh  utaM 
p iMuMnti wMii u  tnhMhvh uhMeU

20 Th  eMuhd .utuhe hte  pheir  pp ehd uhh FeMituhuti uhohuhedFm n edFnuhd br uhh KFudMeute uhgM e  e 25 .hpuhmbhu 2017U

21 Th  utaM  MeMeuhu o u Tutdh eutuhd uhtu uutdh hxnhtegh bhuwhhe  uta ted  ute Me 2018 tm Feuhd u  10 bMiiM e d iitue, wMuh Fu tnn FeuMeg o u Fedhnituhd 
mMiMutur Mmp uueU

22 Ann udMeg u  uhh heuMmtuhe  o uhh Rteteth  euhuetuM eti  eeuMuFuh o u  uteMte .uFdMhe,  ute'e bFdghu o u 2020 Me hxphnuhd u  hxp uu  eh mMiiM e btuuhie 
phu dtr tu $60 t btuuhi  o  MiU TMe mhtee te Men mh  o ehtuir $22 bMiiM e, tu bheuU .hh: Htehhm Btu FuM, "A i  k tu  ute'e bFdghu o u uhh ehw rhtu", 3/1/2019, 
tnnheehd  e 15/1/2020, tu: huupe://bMuUir/3890e hU


