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Introduction

One25eJwnuwiye2011,ethheMubwiwkeihgSmheeokheupetoeStieeoiitenSghtmwih:ethouiwndieofeEgyptSwnie
onethheitihhtiedhmonitiwtSnge Sneihiponihetoewe wchbooke SnvStwtSon.eTheitwtheewiecahwiayewtewe aoiie
ofehoeetoedhwaeeSthedhmonitiwtoiieehoehwdemovhdebhyondethhetiwdStSonwaefoimieofeoigwnSzwtSone
hwiSayecuibhdebyethheihgSmh.eThegovhinmhntetiShdetoepwitSwaayeihitiSctethheSnthinhtebhfoihecuttSngeSte
compahthay,ewaongeeSthewaaeeSihahiieihivSchi,ethihhedwyiewfthiethheitwiteofethhedhmonitiwtSoni.

Ine hpthmbhie2020,enhwiayewedhcwdheawthi,ecwaaiefoiedhmonitiwtSoniewgwSnitethhenheeihgSmheiwngeoute
oneiocSwaemhdSweonchewgwSn.eButethheihiponihethSietSmheewievhiyedSffhihnt.eAathougheStedSdehmpaoye
violent physical measures – such as the pre-emptive arrest of a number of activists, dispersal of 
dhmonitiwtSoniewndewiihiteofecStSzhnie–ethheitwth’iecybhi-phifoimwncheewiemuchemoiheiophSitScwthde
thwnenSnheyhwiiepihvSouiay.e twthewghncShieioughtetoewddihiiecStSzhniethioughethhSievwiSouiedSgStwae
pawtfoimi,eehSchemSaaSonieofecStSzhnieehihenoeefoaaoeSng.eTioughethheEgyptSwneMhdSweGioup,eoenhde
bye thheGhnhiwae InthaaSghnche  hivSchi,(1)e thhye wtthmpthde toemwnSpuawthepopuawie opSnSonebyemwkSnge
videos and sending them to opposition media platforms, and then revealing that they had been 
doctoihdewfthiethhyeehihebiowdcwit.

Bhtehhne2011ewnde2020,ethheEgyptSwneitwthemwdhehnoimouiehhwdewyeSnedhwaSngeeSthecybhiipwch.eTSie
pwphieihhkietoewnwayihethSiedhvhaopmhntebyedhconitiuctSngethhefouiemwSnegovhinmhnteitiwthgShi,e
ehSchetoghthhiefoimethhe“fiihewaa”eofethhe SiSeihgSmh.e iomethhih,ethhewitScahepondhiiethhefutuiheofe
online political activism in Egypt.

First Strategy: Censorship

TheSnthinhtewndeiocSwaenhteoikieehih,ewiguwbay,ethhemwSneSnthivhnSngevwiSwbahiediSvSngehvhntieduiSnge
thheJwnuwiyeRhvoautSon.eTheMubwiwkeihgSmhedSdenoteihwaSzhethwtethhecStSzhnieofeEgyptehwdecihwthde
wenheepubaSceiphhihefwieihmovhdefiomephyiScwaeipwchi.eAathoughethheitwtheoccupShdewamoitehvhiye
mhthieofephyiScwaeipwcheSnethhecountiyethiougheweihhmSngayeitwbahehShiwichScwaeitiuctuiheSneehSche
poehieewiedSitiSbuthdewcioiie thhe ihcuiStye ihivSchi,e thhe iuaSngepwity,ewndemSaaSonieofebhnhficSwiShie
wndecoaawboiwtoii,eStehwdenoeSdhweehwtecybhiipwcheewi,eahtewaonhethhehxthntetoeehScheStecouadecihwthe
poaStScwaemobSaSiwtSoneoieSnfluhnch.

TheihvoautSonethwtebhgwneeSthewneSnvStwtSoneone wchbookecutetoethhecoiheofethhedhhpeitwth,efoicSngeSte
toedSiwbahethheSnthinhtefoiethhehntSihecountiy,ewndecompahthayepwiwayzSngethhehconomyeone28eJwnuwiye
2011,eknoenewiethhe iSdwyeofeAnghieoieDwyeofeRwgh.eIteewiecahwietoethheobihivhiiethwtethheihgSmhewnde
StiewppwiwtuieehihehhapahiieSnethhefwcheofethheSnthinht.

Hoehvhi,eiSncheAbdhae wttwhewa- SiS’ieioihetoepoehi,ethhenheeihgSmhehwietuinhdewepwgheSneeoikSngeeSthe
thheSnthinht,ehwvSngeihwaSzhdethheSmpoitwncheofemodhinSzSngeStiewiihnwaeSneoidhietoebhewbahetoedhwaeeSthe

1 HoiiwmeBwhgwt,e “LookSnge Sntoe thhe Lwthite AcquSiStSone ofe EgyptSwneMhdSwe CompwnShie byeGhnhiwae InthaaSghnch,”eMada Masr,e 20/12/2017,e wcchiihde one
22/10/2020,ewt:ehttpi://bSt.ay/35VoO4n
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onaSnhethihwti.eTheEgyptSwnepihiSdhntehwiefihquhntayehxpihiihdehSiewnnoywnchewtefihhecybhiipwch.e
DuiSngewemhhtSngeeSthewenumbhieofe“Snthaahctuwai,”ehhethihwthnhdetoe“ghteteoebwttwaSonietoehnthiethhe
nhtewndetuineSteSntoewecaoihdecSicah.eThemhdSwephopahecwneghtethhSienheie[...]ehxcauiSvhayefiomeui.”(2)

AathougheSteSiedSfficuatetoedhcSphhieehwtethhepihiSdhntewctuwaayemhwnt,ehSiewttwckeoneiocSwaenhteoikSnge
iSthieewieaSkhayeduhetoethhevwiShtyeofenheiewndeiouichiewvwSawbah,ethihwthnSngethwtethhehxcauiSvheiouiche
ofenheieSneEgypt:ethheiuaSngeihgSmh.eItewpphwiiethwtehSieflwtedSwgnoiSieofethhepiobahmeihiuathdeSnefwSauihe
ovhiethheyhwii.eByethhehndeofe2015,e SiSehwdewddhdeehbiSthebaockSngethchnoaogyetoehSiewiihnwaethioughe
we UAEe iponioihde contiwcte eSthe thhe  ihnche compwnye Amhiyi,e dhipSthe  ihnche PihiSdhnte  iwncoSie
HoaawndhehwvSngepahdghdethwteSteeouadenoteihaaedSgStwaeehwponietoewuthoiStwiSwnegovhinmhnti.(3)

WhSahe Stie contioae ovhie aocwae mhdSwe hwie bhhne ihcuihde thioughe piSvwthe compwnShie oenhde bye thhe
SnthaaSghnche ihivSchi,e thhe ihgSmhe hwie waioe baockhdeehbe wcchiie toe vwiSouie nheie outahti,e SncaudSnge
thheLondon-bwihdedSgStwaenheipwphieAlaraby Aljadeed. TSiepoaScyeofechnioiihSpehwienotebhhnehwiye
toe Smpahmhnt,e hoehvhi.e  Siitay,e thhe wvhiwghe Snthinhte uihieeSthe bwiSce thchnScwae ikSaaie cwne hmpaoye
numhiouiemhthodietoebypwiiethhebaockieonenheieiSthi,eahwvSngeSteSnhffhctSvhewgwSniteweawighepiopoitSone
ofecStSzhni.e hconday,eEgypteawckiethhenhchiiwiyeSnfiwitiuctuihetoepiovSdhehffhctSvhedSgStwaewathinwtSvhie
toegaobwaeihivSchiebaockhdebyethheitwth.

TheSndhphndhntenheieiStheMwdweMwiiepiovSdhiewegoodehxwmpaheofethheSnhffhctSvhnhiieofebaockSng.e
JouinwaSitiehwvheuihdevwiSouiemhwnietoecontSnuhepiovSdSngethhSiecovhiwghetoeihwdhii.eThyepubaSihe
hntSihewitScahieone wchbook,ethheiwmheiSthethwtemSaaSonieofeEgyptSwnieihayeonetoecommunScwthewndeone
ehSchethouiwndieofeihaahii,emwikhthiiewndeothhiieihayeonetoemwkheweaSvSng.eGSvhnethheitwth’ieawckeofe
we aocwa,econtioaawbahewathinwtSvh,ebaockSnge wchbookeSienoteonayedSfficuatebutecouadenhgwtSvhayewffhcte
thhecountiy’iehconomy.eMwdweMwiiewaioepiovSdhiewnothhievhiiSonewcchiiSbahetoecStSzhnieSniSdheEgypt,e
dSfficuatetoebaockebhcwuiheSteSieaSnkhdetoeonheofeGoogah’ieihwichehngSnheihivSchi.(4)

Ofe couiih,e thSie Sie note toe dhnye thwte chnioiihSpe hwie gihwtaye wffhcthde thhe voaumhe wnde conthnte ofe
SndhphndhntejouinwaSimeonethheInthinht,ebuteiwthhietoeiwyethwtebaockie(waonhewteahwit)ecwnnotewchShvhe
thheitwth’iegowaeofepihvhntSngethheSnthinhtefiomepawySngeweioaheSnepubaSceopSnSonefoimwtSon.eThchnScwae
piobahmiewiSdh,ethhephSaoiophyebhhSndechnioiihSpeihmwSniedhficShnt.eItefwSaietoeundhiitwndethwtethhe
piobahme aShie Sne thhe wbihnche ofe thhe nwtSon-itwth’ie wuthoiStyeeSthSne cybhiipwche Stihaf.eThe Inthinhte
piovSdhiecStSzhnieeStheweipwcheSneehSchethhyecwnehxpihiiethhmihavhiefihhayewndewnonymouiay,ewewye
fiomethheitwth’iewbSaStyetoedSicSpaSnhewndepunSih.eTheitwtheSdhoaogyeSieunwbahetoecontioaethhethoughtie
ofecStSzhnieduiSngethhSiedwSayecybhiipwchejouinhy,eduiSngeehSchethhyewihehxpoihdetoewehughewmounteofe
information and transnational ideas.

2 MwhmoudeAa-WwqS,e“ wchbookeundhieAttwckebye SiSewndeMhmbhiieofePwiaSwmhnt,”eAl-Masry Al-Youm,e17/4/2016,ewcchiihdeone22/10/2020,ewt:ehttpi://bSt.
ay/37v3ieZ.

3 OaSvShieThiquht,e“Amhiyi:eEgyptSwnetiSwaiewndetiSbuawtSonieofewe ihnchedSgStwaewimiedhwahi,”eTélérama,e5/7/2017,ewcchiihdeone22/10/2020,ewt:ehttpi://bSt.
ay/3mbCoH7

4 MohwmhdeTStw,e“BhwtSngethheBaock:eMwdweMwiieLwunchhieToieMSiioi,”eMada Masr,e25/12/2019,ewcchiihdeone22/10/2020,ewt:ehttpi://bSt.ay/35CT3Np.
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Second Strategy: Misinformation and Fake News

TheihgSmheihhmietoeundhiitwndethwtebaockSngethchnSquhiemwyehwimecybhiipwchewndenhutiwaSzhe
iomhepawyhii,ebutemwnyeonaSnhewctoiie ihmwSnehffhctSvhewie aongewie thhe Inthinhte Sie connhcthde toe
global spaces, and therefore the regime has tried instead to manipulate public opinion on the 
Inthinht.eNumhiouiemhdSwe ihpoitie ihfhie toe io-cwaahde “hahctionSce commStthhi,”egioupiewffiaSwthde
eSthethhe SiSeihgSmhethwtepiomothehSievSheieonethheSnthinht,ehiphcSwaayeiocSwaemhdSw.eButeIeeouade
aSkhe toe focuiehhiheone thheEgyptSwnecompwnyethhewctSvStyeofeehScheewieiuiphndhdebye wchbooke
Sne hwiaye Auguite 2019e cwaahde “NheeWwvhi.”e AccoidSnge toe thhe officSwae  wchbooke itwthmhnt,e thSie
compwny,e Sne coophiwtSoneeStheonhe cwaahde “Nhewvh”e Sne thheUAE,eehihepiomotSnge fwkhenheie toe
ihwphepubaSceopSnSonetoeiuSteiphcSficepoaStScwaewghndwieSnewenumbhieofeAiwbecountiShi,efwvouiwbahe
toethhe SiSeihgSmheSneEgyptewndehoitSahetoeQwtwiewndeTuikhy.(5)eTheEgyptSwnecompwnyeSiehhwdhdebye
wefoimhiewimyeoffichieehoeiwnewenumbhieofedSffhihntepwghieone wchbookewndeTeStthiethwteihwchhde
mSaaSonieofeEgyptSwni,euiuwaayepiovSdSngefwbiScwthdenheiewndeihwpSngepoaStScwaeopSnSoniethioughewe
battery of memes and funny videos.(6)

Aathoughe thhe compwnye tiShde toe ihvSvhe Stie wctSvStShi,e  wchbooke ihute Ste doenewgwSne SneMwiche 2020.e
BwihdeonemyewnwayiSieofedwtwethwte wchbookemwdhehxcauiSvhayewvwSawbahetoeihihwichhiiewndepoaStScwae
dhcSiSon-mwkhii,e Ie hwvhe bhhne wbahe toe SdhntSfye thihhe oute ofe fivhe phopahe eoikSnge Sne thhe compwny,e
SncaudSngethhewimyeoffichiewndethhefoimhiedSihctoieofethhecompwny.eThyehwvhequSckayemovhdetoeeoike
wieiocSwaemhdSwemwnwghiiefoieothhieitwthewghncShi,eiuchewiethheNwtSonwaeCouncSaefoieWomhn.eButethhe
 SiSeihgSmhehwiehnjoyhdeaSttaheiucchiieSneStiepawnetoeihwphepubaSceopSnSonethioughefwkhenhei,eehSche
hwiebhhnedhwateiucchiiSvhebaoeiebye wchbookewndeTeStthi.

Third Strategy: Blockade

 ucchiiSvheewvhieofeoutiwghehwvhebhguneoneiocSwaemhdSwebhfoihemwkSngethhe tiwniStSonetoe ihwaSty,e
and attempts to stop this transition have failed repeatedly. Perhaps the most important of these 
fwSauihiewihethhehvhntiethwtefoaaoehdethheSiiuheofethhechiiSoneofethheTSiwnewnde wnwfiieIiawndietoe wudSe
Arabia, in addition to the September 2019 protests triggered by contractor and dissident politician 
MuhwmmwdeAaSeehoethitSfihdewboutehSie ihawtSonihSpeeSthethheEgyptSwneihgSmhethioughevSdhoiehhe
pubaSihhdeone wchbook.eThe SiSeihgSmheuihdeonheofethheSnthaaSghnch-oenhdechwnnhaietoedhahthethhe
vSdhoefiomethheInthinht,ecawSmSngethwtethheSnthaahctuwaepiophityeiSghtiebhaonghdetoethSiechwnnha.eTSie
ihwctSoneSnetuineipwikhdecStSzhni’eSnthihiteSnethhevSdhoewndeahdethhmetoefoaaoeeAaS,eehoethhnefiamhdewe
second and third video, and simply carried on.

5 NwthwnShaeGahSchhi,e “RhmovSngeCooidSnwthde InwuthhntSceBhhwvSoie SneUAE,eEgyptewnde wudSeAiwbSw,”eFacebook,e 1/8/2019,ewcchiihdeone22/10/2020,ewt:e
httpi://bSt.ay/3jkh1oQ

6 MoitwfweEaiwyhdeHuiiSn,e“The toiyeofethheEgyptSwneCompwnyeehoihePwghieWhihe huteDoenebye wchbook,”eSasa Post,e5/8/2019,ewcchiihdeone22/10/2020,e
wt:ehttpi://bSt.ay/3koReAG.
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One21eNovhmbhi,ethheEgyptSwneAttoinhyeGhnhiwa’ieDhcihhe2376eofe2019efoimhdewebuihwuetoecihwthe
wccountieone iocSwaemhdSwe wndewcte wie we “contioae toehie foie cybhiipwch.”eMSchhae  oucwuat’ieeiStSngie
iphwkewboutethhepoehieofethhenwtSon-itwthetoeuihedSicSpaSnhewndepunSihmhntetoecontioaethhethoughtie
ofe cStSzhni.e  oie  oucwuat,e piSionie wihe note onaye wne Sioawthde pawche SnhwbSthde bye ciSmSnwai,e bute thhye
ihiSdhewiewneSdhweSnethhemSndieofecStSzhni,eehSchegSvhiethheitwtheiufficShntepoehietoenoimwaSzhechitwSne
bhhwvSouiieSneiocShty.eTSieSiehxwctayeehwtethhegovhinmhnteihhkiefiomeStieawthiteitiwthgyetoenhutiwaSzhe
cybhiipwcheSnethhepubaScedomwSn.eDuiSngethhepwiteyhwi,ethSiebuihwu,ewaongeeSthethheNwtSonwaeCouncSae
foieWomhnewndeothhie(thhoihtScwaay)eSndhphndhnt,eitwtheSnitStutSoniehwvheSnthniSfihdethhSieSnthiwctSone
thiougheiocSwaemhdSw,eduiSngeehSchethhihebodShiehngwghdeeSthewnd,eSneiomhecwihi,edSihctayeihwphde
public opinion.

ThebuihwuebhcwmheSnfwmouiefoaaoeSngethhecwiheofethheTSkTokegSiai,ewiethhyeehiheknoeneSnethhemhdSw.e
TheAttoinhy-Ghnhiwa’ieOfficheoidhihdethhewiihiteofeihvhiwaeyoungeeomhneonechwighieofe“vSoawtSnge
thhe vwauhie wnde piSncSpahie ofe thhe EgyptSwne fwmSaye wnde iocShty.”e IneApiSae 2020e thhe offich’ieehbpwghe
pubaSihhde we itwthmhnte diweSnge upone thhe fhwtuihie ofe thhe nhee itiwthgye ofe thhe EgyptSwne itwthe toe
impose its authority over control and punishment through cyberspace.

AccoidSngetoethheitwthmhnt,ethSiecwihehwiecihwthdewefouithe(cybhi)eboidhiefoiethheEgyptSwnenwtSon-
itwthe waongiSdhe thhe tiwdStSonwae wSi,e ihwe wnde awnde fiontShii.eThe Attoinhy-Ghnhiwae bhaShvhie thwte
thhiheboidhiie“SnhvStwbayeahwdeuietoeiwdScwaechwnghieSnethhepoaScyeofeahgSiawtSonewndewdmSnSitiwtSvhe
wnde judScSwae contioai,e wieehewihe fwcSngenheecybhieboidhiieehoihe icophe Sie onaSnh.eTSie ihquSihie
dhthiihnchewndepihcwutSonietoeguwideSt,eaSkheothhieboidhii.”(7)eThenheebuihwueewietoeihivhewiethSie
border guard.

ThebuihwueiubihquhntayeSnitSgwthdeihvhiwaecwihiethwtetwighthdeconthntecihwtoiieoneiocSwaemhdSw.eThe
hxwctenwtuiheofe thhecwihiebioughtewgwSnite thhihe SnfluhnchiiedSffhihde–eehhthhiebwihdeone thhSiewntS-
ihgSmhepoaStScwaevShei,eoiebhcwuihethhyevSoawthdeehwtethhepioihcutSoneconiSdhiiethhepiSncSpahiewndevwauhie
ofethheEgyptSwnefwmSay.eItewaioehngwghdeeSthewenumbhieofeSiiuhiethwteoccupShdepubaSceopSnSoneonethhihe
iSthi,eiuchewieiwphewndeihxuwaehwiwiimhntecwihi,ewbouteehSchethitSmonShieehihepubaSihhdewnonymouiaye
onethheInthinht.eTheNwtSonwaeCouncSaefoieWomhnewccountiewaioehngwghdeeSthethhiheSiiuhi.(8)

Rhgwidahiie ofe hoee ehe wiihiie thhe poiStSvhe ioautSonie toe thhihe Siiuhie piovSdhde foie bye thhe
wuthoiStShi,e ehwte ehe wihe Snthihithde Sne hhihe Sie thhe itiwthgye thwte thhihe pwitShie hwvhe puiiuhde
thioughethhiheSiiuhietoecihwthecoaahctSvhewewihnhiieofehxthndSngethheitwthewuthoiStyeovhiecontioae
wndepunSihmhntebhyondetwngSbaheboundwiShietoeSncaudhecybhiipwchewieehaa.eTheitwtheSietiySng,e
thioughethSieitiwthgy,etoenoimwaSzhewebhhwvSouiwaemodhaethwtemwkhiecStSzhniethSnketeSchebhfoihe
sharing publicly online.

7 “ wchbookeContiwdSctoiyeActiewndeHumwneTiwffickSnge...eweNheeVhidSctewgwSniteEgyptSwneHwnhhneHoiiwm,”eAl-Hurra,e9/5/2020,ewcchiihdeone22/10/2020,e
wt:ehttpi://wibnh.ei/31eiifc.

8  hh,efoiehxwmpah:e“The wSimonteCiSmhe...ethheNwtSonwaeCouncSaefoieWomhneCwaaieone uivSvoiietoeCommunScwtheeStheIt,”eEgypt time,eAawiwbyeTV,ewcchiihde
one22/10/2020,ewt:ehttpi://bSt.ay/2HiCbRf.
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UiSngethhewnwaogyeofethhefwmouiePwnoptSconepiSionemodha,eStecwnebheiwSdethwtethheAttoinhyeGhnhiwa’ie
officheophiwthiewiewechntiwaeewtchtoehi.(9)e Inethhoiy,eiocSwaemhdSweehbiSthiecwnnotebhebaockhdenoie
cwnehvhiythSngepoithdeonethhmebhemonStoihd,ebutewieeSthethhePwnoptScon,eehhiheSnmwthiedoenote
knoeeehhnethhyewiheiphcSficwaayemonStoihd,ethheiwndomnhiieofetwightSngeSnethhihecwihieSiewaioewne
SmpoitwntefwctoieSnecihwtSngethSiefhhaSngewmongecStSzhni.

Fourth Strategy: Digitization

The EgyptSwne itwthe Sie waioe tiySnge toe Smpoihe dSgStSzwtSone thioughe Stie vwiSouie wghncShi,e wie ehaae wie
dhvhaopSngeSnthinhtewndecommunScwtSonieSnfiwitiuctuih;emwnyeonaSnheihivSchiewihenoeewvwSawbahetoe
cStSzhni.e IneMwyeofe thSieyhwi,e thhegovhinmhnte awunchhdewepiogiwmeofegovhinmhntepwymhntieeSthe
bwnknothi,ecoSncSdSngeeSthethheawuncheofepihpwSdecwidiefoiegovhinmhnteihivSchie(MSzw).eTSieiwpSde
dSgStSzwtSoneeSaae gSvhe thhe EgyptSwne itwthe wne wdvwntwgh,e bhtthie hquSppSnge Ste toemonStoie cStSzhnie Sne
cybhiipwchewndetoepiovSdhewathinwtSvheihivSchiewiechnioiihSpebhcomhiemoihehffhctSvh.eTheEgyptSwne
itwthehwiewaihwdyeitwithdebuSadSngeStieoenepawtfoimiewndewppaScwtSonieoutiSdhethheihwameofegovhinmhnte
services, such as the Watch.it app for movies and programs.

TSieSienotetoeciStScSzhedSgStSzwtSonebuteiwthhietoewnwayihethhepoaStScwaepoehiethwtethheEgyptSwneitwthe
poiihiihi.e Poehie SienotenhchiiwiSaye hvSae wndewnwayiSnge Ste dohienotenhchiiwiSayemhwnedhitioySnge Ste
hSthhi,ewie oucwuatethaaieui.(10)eHoehvhi,ewnwayiSiedohiewaaoeeuietoevSheethhedSgStSzwtSonepiochiiefiome
wnothhiewngah,e ihmSnSichnteofethhecoaonSwae ihfoimieundhitwkhnebyethheBiStSiheoccupwtSone SneEgypte
duiSngethhenSnhthhnthechntuiy,eiuchewiethhehitwbaSihmhnteofethheiwSaewyi,ethheconitiuctSoneofeiowdie
and so forth.

Fifth Strategy: Legal Arsenal

 Snwaay,ethheEgyptSwneitwthehwieihcouiihetoewnewiihnwaeofeaweiepwiihdebyethhe2015epwiaSwmhntethwtewSmetoe
censor cyberspace. Perhaps because the Sisi regime typically treats parliament as a cosmetic rubber 
itwmpefoieehwthvhieaweieSteewntietoepwii,ethSiefwchteofeStieitiwthgyeSieofthneovhiaookhd.eAathoughethhe
itwtheitwithdebaockSngeehbiSthieeSthoutewnyeitwtutoiyeiwnctSon,eStehwieiSnchebhhnegSvhneweiwngheofe
nheeSnthinhtepoehiieSneahgSiawtSon.(11)

ThemoiteSmpoitwnteofethhenheeitwtuthieSiethheMhdSwewndePihiieRhguawtSoneLwe,eehSchehwiecihwthde
ciStScwaeobitwcahietoehitwbaSihSngeweehbiSth,ewieehaaewiedhiSgnwtSngethheophiwtoieofewnyewccountethwte

9 ImwgSnwiyepiSion,epiopoihdebyethheEngaSihephSaoiophhiewndeiocSwaethhoiSiteJhihmyeBhnthwm,eehScheSiewecSicuawiepiSioneeSthewetoehieSnethhechnthi.eThe
guwidieSnethhetoehiecwneewtchewaaethhepiSionhiiebutethhyecwnnoteewtchethhmewaaewtethheiwmhetSmh,ebutethhepiSionhiiebhhwvheehaaewaaethhetSmhebhcwuihethhyedoe
noteknoeeehhthhiethheguwidiewiheewtchSngethhmeoienotewtewegSvhnemomhnt.

10 NSckoawieJwmhi,e“LweewndePoehi:eThneLhiioniefiome oucwuat,”eBond Law Review,evoa.e30,eno.e1e(2018),ep.e31.

11 HwiiwneEawzhwiye&eMohwmhdeEaeTwhhi,e“OccwiSonwaayebyeDhcihh…eUpdwtheonethheBaockeofeWhbiSthieSneEgypt,”eFreedom of Thought and Expression Law Firm, 
18/5/2018,ewcchiihdeone22/10/2020,ewt:ehttpi://bSt.ay/3jaIS6X.
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hwiemoihethwnefivhethouiwndefoaaoehiiewiewepwiteofethhemhdSw.eAaioeSmpoitwnteSiethheCybhiciSmheLwe,e
ehScheewie iwtSfihde Sne2018ewnde ahgwaSzhiebaockSngeehbiSthie foienwtSonwae ihcuiStyeconiSdhiwtSoni,ewe
aooiheconchpteahftetoethheSnthipihtwtSoneofeSnvhitSgwtSonewuthoiStShi.

Conclusion: The Egyptian Firewall as an Expression of Power / 

Resistance Relations

ChSnwe hwie buSate upe Stie “Gihwte  Sihewaa”;e wne wiihnwae ofe ahgSiawtSone wnde thchnoaogye thwte waaoee thhe
ruling Communist Party to monitor and control the internet in China. We can thus refer to these 
fivheitiwthgShieofethheEgyptSwneitwthewiethheEgyptSwne Sihewaa,eehSchemwyeehaaehxpwndefuithhieSnethhe
near future.

HSitoiScwaayewnwayiSngethSiefiihewaaeehSaheSteSieitSaaeSnethhepiochiieofeconitiuctSonepiovSdhiewneoppoitunStye
toeundhiitwndethwte Ste SienotewnehxpihiiSoneofewetotwaStwiSwneihgSmh’iemonopoayeovhiedSicSpaSnhewnde
punSihmhnte Sne cybhiipwch,e bute iwthhie wne hxpihiiSone ofe thhe contSnuouie ihawtSonihSpie ofe poehi/
ihiSitwnchebhtehhneSnthinhteuihiiewndethSieihgSmh.eThefwSauiheofethheihgSmhetoewchShvheStiegowaeofe
ehbecontioaethiougheonheitiwthgyehwiecihwthdewepoehieitiuctuihedSitiSbuthdewcioiiethhehShiwichScwae
system of various state agencies, including the media, the judiciary, and the intelligence services. It 
also elicits a reconsideration of the importance of free and anonymous cyberspaces.


