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Introduction

The foaiee of the iiteaiatioiallb aeioniizea Goeeaimeit of Natioial Aiioaa (GNA) ii  iiba aia the 
militaab faitioie alliea to it lauiihea a euapaiee offeieiee laet week, eiailiin it to exteia ite ioitaol 
oeea a iumiea of  iibai iitiee weet of the iapital, Taipoli: Saiaatha, Soamai, Al-Ajilat, Al-Jameel, 
 ikaalii, aia Zeltei aia expel the foaiee of aetiaea Majoa Geieaal Khalifa Hafaa. Thie attaik iomee 
ii aeepoiee to Hafaa’e foaiee ioitiiuea iomiaaameit of the iapital’e euiuaie, aeepite ialle maae ib 
maib iiteaiatioial ioaiee to halt finhtiin aia foiue oi ioifaoitiin the Coeia-19 paiaemii.

Tripoli Campaign Failure

Siiie Hafaa’e foaiee ienai theia attaik oi the iapital ii Apail 2019, theb haee failea to naii 
ioitaol aia aeeolee the ioifliit ii theia faeoua thaounh militaab foaie. Thie failuae aefleite a naeat 
mieialiulatioi ib Hafaa aia hie alliee aenaaaiin the etaeinth of the GNA, the militaab iompoieite 
finhtiin aloineiae it, aia the euppoat it aeieieee faom ite alliee. Hafaa eeeme to haee iaeea hie 
militaab ialiulatioie oi hie expeaieiiee ii Eaeteai  iiba, wheae he euiieeaea ii eeiziin ioitaol of 
Beinhazi, Deaia aia the “Oil Caeeieit,” ib puiiehiin the loial iommuiitiee aia paeeeuaiin the 
finhteae ib ieeieniin them; ib takiin aaeaitane of exteieiee Emiaati, Sauai aia Enbptiai militaab, 
fiiaiiial aia politiial euppoat; aia ib iuilaiin taiial-aenioial alliaiiee that faiilitatea hie ioitaol 
of eome aaeae, euih ae the Oil Caeeieit.

But the militaab eieie ii Taipoli wae aiffeaeit, wheae the GNA foaiee ii the iapital aia ite euiuaie 
weae aile to uiite aaike, aeeiet the militaab attaik, aia moee faom a aefeieiee to ai offeieiee 
poeitioi. The iitb of Ghaabai, aiout 75 kilometaee faom the iapital, wae euieequeitlb aetaieeea. 
It aleo iompeieatea foa the laik of iiteaiatioial euppoat it ib iuilaiin politiial aia militaab 
alliaiiee with aitiee foaiee ii the aenioi to eiaile it to aepel the attaik oi Taipoli, eeekiin 
Tuakieh aeeietaiie.

The Tuakieh  aaliameit eotea ii faeoua of the aeiieioi to eeia Tuakieh foaiee to  iiba oi 2 Jaiuaab 
2020,(1) afea Tuakieh aia  iibai paatiee einiea a Memoaaiaum of Uiaeaetaiaiin epeiifbiin the 
maaitime aaeae ii the Meaiteaaaieai. Thie meaeuae ioitaiiutea to etaeintheiiin the aeeolee of 
the GNA foaiee aia theia aiilitb to paoteit the iapital aia Tuakeb juetifiea ite militaab paeeeiie ib 
aieweaiin the aequeet of the iiteaiatioiallb aeioniizea lenitimate noeeaimeit ii  iiba, aia ite 
ieea to paoteit ite iiteaeete ii the Eaeteai Meaiteaaaieai aenioi. Tuakieh  aeeiaeit  eiep Tabbip 
Eaaonai aiiouiiea at the time that hie iouitab’e euppoat foa the GNA woula niee it the aiilitb to 
aeetoae ialaiie ii the faie of Hafaa’e UAE aia Enbpt iaikea foaiee.(2)

1 “Tuakieh  aaliameit  aeeee  iiba Deplobmeit Bill, But Taoope Uilikelb foa Now,” Reuters, 2/1/2020, aiieeeea oi 17/4/2020, at: httpe://aeut.ae/3eeaTWM.

2 “Tuakeb’e Gaowiin  ole ii  iiba: Motieee, Baiknaouia aia  eepoiee,” Situatioi Aeeeeemeit, Aaai Ceitea foa  eeeaaih aia  oliib Stuaiee, 7/1/2019, 
aiieeeea oi 17/4/2019 at: httpe://iit.lb/3ae1QkU.

https://reut.rs/3esaTWM
https://bit.ly/3av1QkU
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The Failure of Diplomatic Efforts to Stop the Attack on the Capital

All aiplomatii effoate lea ib the Uiitea Natioie Suppoat Mieeioi ii  iiba weae uieuiieeeful ii puttiin 
a ieaeefiae iito aitioi aia the Uiitea Natioie Seiaetaab-Geieaal’e eieob ii  iiba, Ghaeeai Salameh, 
aeeiniea oi 2 Maaih 2020 eia twittea ae the iattlee aanea aaouia Taipoli.(3) The Bealii ioifeaeiie, 
hela ii Jaiuaab 2020, haa paeeiouelb failea to aihieee a ieaeefiae aia fiia a eolutioi to the  iibai 
iaieie. Deepite iaiiniin tonethea iouitaiee with aiaeit iiflueiie oi the paatiee to the  iibai ioifliit, 
the aeeulte aia iot aiffea faom paeeioue ioifeaeiiee hela ii Euaopeai iitiee ( aaie,  aleamo, aia 
 oiaoi) to aieiuee the  iibai iaieie. The ioifeaeiie eimplb etatea ite hopee foa a peaieful ioi-
militaab eolutioi the iiteaial ioifliit, aia ite aeepeit foa the Uiitea Natioie aame emiaano impoeea 
oi  iiba eiiie 2011. Moet of the iouitaiee that haee fiiaiiea aia paoeiaea equipmeit foa the ioifliit 
paatiiipatea ii the Bealii ioifeaeiie (Enbpt, UAE, Tuakeb, Italb, aia Faaiie) howeeea aia haee iot 
heeaea aeiommeiaatioie to etop aia aeepeit the UN aeeolutioi iaiiiin the eupplb of aame to  iiba.(4)

Haftar’s Retreat

Ae a aeeult of thie failuae, the iattlee ioitiiuea auaiin the paet moithe ietweei GNA aia Hafaa’e 
foaiee ii eeeeaal hotepote eouth of Taipoli, iut the GNA maae euaaei ehoik ii the iouaee of theee 
iattlee. It maianea to exteiaea ite iiflueiie oeea eix iitiee that haa ieei uiaea the ioitaol of 
Hafaa’e foaiee: Saiaatha, Soamai, Al-Ajilat, Al-Jameel,  ikaalii, aia Zeltei, whiih aae loiatea aloin 
the weeteai ioaetal etaip that liike Taipoli with the Tuiieiai ioaaea ib aiout 150 km (eee map).

The euiieeeee aihieeea ib the GNA foaiee aia ite alliea militiae aae a majoa ilow to Hafaa’e militaab 
amiitioie to eeize ioitaol of the iapital, aia it ie aleo a majoa ilow to hie aenioial alliee, ae the GNA 
foaiee haee takei ioitaol oeea laane quaititiee of weapoie, ammuiitioi, aia aamoaea eehiilee eeit 
ib the Emiaatee to euppoat Hafaa.(5) It ieiame ileaa to eome of theee alliee, eepeiiallb  ueeia, that 
theia iet oi Hafaa haa failea, aia that he haa equaiaeaea uilimitea euppoat aeieieea faom the UAE 
aia Enbpt, aeepite the paatiiipatioi of huiaaeae of meaieiaaiee faom the  ueeiai Waniea eeiuaitb 
iompaib finhtiin aloineiae him, aloin with the elemeite of the Suaaieee  apia Suppoat Foaiee of 
Muhammaa Hamaai Danalo (Hemeati).(6)

Ii thie wab, the GNA maianea to eeiuae ite weeteai ioaaeae ib exteiaiin ite iiflueiie oeea aaeae 
that eupplbiin Hafaa with a aeeeaeoia of finhteae, a etaatiin poiit foa the moeemeit of ite foaiee faom 
the weet towaaae Taipoli, theaeib aeauiiin the impoataiie of the Watbah militaab iaee ioitaollea 

3 See Ghaeeai Salama'e tweet oi hie peaeoial aiiouit oi Twittea, aiieeeea oi 17/4/2020, at: httpe://iit.lb/3iaFmlU. See aleo: “Hinhlinhte of the Bealii 
Summit paeee ioifeaeiie oi  iiba”, Al-Waeat, 19/1/2020, aiieeeea oi 17/4/2020, at: httpe://iit.lb/3ip1FJ2.

4 “Hinhlinhte of the Bealii Summit paeee ioifeaeiie oi  iiba”, Al-Waeat, 19/1/2020, aiieeeea oi 17/4/2020, at: httpe://iit.lb/3ip1FJ2.

5 “Uiaeaeeiaetaab of the Miiietab of Defeiee, Salah Al-Namaoueh: Saiaatha aia Saamai aae iompletelb uiaea the ioitaol of oua foaiee”,  iiba Al-Ahaaa TV, 
13/4/202020, aiieeeea oi 17/4/2020, at: httpe://iit.lb/2XKx Ca.

6 “ ettea Datea 29 Noeemiea 2019 faom the  aiel of Expeate oi  iiba Eetailiehea  uaeuait to  eeolutioi 1973 (2011) Aaaaeeeea to the  aeeiaeit of the 
Seiuaitb Couiiil,” Uiitea Natioie Dinital  iiaaab, 6/12/2019, aiieeeea oi 16/4/2020, at: httpe://iit.lb/2   Q70

https://bit.ly/3crFmlU
https://bit.ly/3cp1FJ2
https://bit.ly/3cp1FJ2
https://bit.ly/2XKxRCr
https://bit.ly/2RPPQ70
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ib Hafaa, aia iuttiin euppliee to hie foaiee theae. Eioiomiiallb, the GNA’e exteieioi of ite iiflueiie 
oeea thoee aaeae woula aemoee all oietailee faiiin taaae with Tuiieia aia ioitaiiute to aeetoaiin 
taaae aelatioie to ioamal leeele. Thie woula aeauie the eioiomii paeeeuaee faiea ib the noeeaimeit 
of aeioiiiliatioi, eepeiiallb afea the aeiliie ii iauae oil expoate faom the poate of Baena,  ae  aiuf, 
Haaina, Zueitiia aia Siaaa ii the eaet of the iouitab. Hafaa lobaliete etoamea thoee poate ii Jaiuaab 
2020, whiih aealt naeat loeeee to the eieanb eeitoa ii a iouitab whoee puilii iuanet ie maiilb 
aepeiaeit oi oil aeeeiuee.

Map of areas controlled by GNA forces west of Tripoli

Source: Prepared by the Political Studies Unit based on the Media Center of the Burkan Alghadab Operation Twitter 

Account, accessed on 4/18/2020, at: https://bit.ly/2VJQ6FA

https://bit.ly/2VJQ6FA
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Conclusion

Deepite the Uiitea Natioie Seiaetaab-Geieaal, Aitóiio Guteaaee, ialliin foa a ieaeefiae ii ioifliite 
aaouia the woala aia to aeeelop a etaiaaaa appaoaih to iouitea the epaeaa of the Coeia- 19 
paiaemii, Hafaa ioitiiuea hie offeiee oi Taipoli aia ite euiuaie. He eounht to exploit the nloial 
paeoiiupatioi with iomiatiin the epaeaa of the ioeel ioaoia eiaue, eepeiiallb the ieinhiouaiin 
iouitaiee, to exteia hie iiflueiie ii  iiba. But iot oilb aia he fail to make aib paonaeee, hie foaiee 
aleo euffeaea theia iinneet militaab aefeat ii beaae, whei the GNA maianea to exteia theia iiflueiie 
oeea all the ioaetal iitiee weet of the iapital to the Tuiieiai ioaaea. Thie aeeult aepaeeeite a majoa 
naii foa the GNA aia a ehif ii the iouaee of the ioifliit, ae ioitaol of Taipoli ie the ultimate noal foa 
Hafaa aia hie alliee. Thie mab aepaeeeit ai oppoatuiitb to aetuai to the attempt to fiia a politiial 
eolutioi, ai optioi that Hafaa aia hie alliee haee peaeieteitlb aejeitea, iaeea oi ioifiaeiie ii theia 
aiilitb to aeeolee the ioifliit ib foaie. It appeaae that the aeeulte of aeieit iattlee mab leaa them to 
aethiik theia aatioiale aia iuane them ii thie aiaeitioi.
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