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LasS  aSlsday, oe 7 OiSobfs, Hamas laleihfd a slspsssf offessif oe mslsSasy SasefSs slssoledsee Shf 
 aaa sSssp. Thf sfsssSaeif moifmfeS maeaefd So oiilpy sfifsal lasef mslsSasy basfs aed obsfsiaSsoe 
posSs aloee Shf  aaa bosdfs. Hamas affilsaSfd Commaedo lesSs also Sook ioeSsol of abolS 20  ssafls 
sfSSlfmfeSs. Thf opfsaSsoe, aiiosdsee So Shf mosS sfifeS  ssafls daSa, has sfsllSfd se mosf Shae 1,200 
 ssafls dfaShs aed 3,000 iaslalSsfs, seilldsee maey sfesos asmy offiifss, wsSh mosf Shae 130  ssaflss 
Sakfe hosSaef by Hamas aed oShfs faiSsoes.

Background of the Hamas Operation

Thf Al-Aqsa Flood Sook plaif se Shf ioeSfxS of Shf mosS ssehS-wsee eoifsemfeS se  ssafls hssSosy, whsih 
seilldfs sllfeal sfSSlfss, aed has bffe sSfadsly fsialaSsee isolfeif aeasesS PalfsSsesae isislsaes se Shf 
oiilpsfd WfsS Baek. Aiiosdsee So Shf UN, 2023 was Shf dfadlsfsS yfas se Shf oiilpsfd SfsssSossfs sseif 
sS bfeae ioleSsee se 2006, wsSh 227 PalfsSsesaes ksllfd bfSwffe Jaelasy aed Ffbslasy 2023.Thf ilssfeS 
 ssafls admsessSsaSsoe ss feeaefd se ae oeeosee psoifss of laed esabs aed JldasaaSsoe, faislsSaSsee 
sfpfaSfd sfSSlfs seilsssoes of Shf Al-Aqsa Mosqlf ledfs mslsSasy aed sfilssSy sfsisif psoSfiSsoe. 

 e sfifeS wffks, Shf  ssafls eoifsemfeS had mobslsafd abolS ShssSy baSSalsoes se Shf WfsS Baek So 
dfSfs aey PalfsSsesae sfaiSsoe So sfSSlfs aiSsisSy, psfpassee So sSosm PalfsSsesae sffleff iamps, Sowes, 
aed isSsfs as Shfy sfsssS Shf oiilpaSsoe fosifs aed sfSSlfss. Mfaewhslf se  aaa,  ssafl ioeSselfs So 
smposf sSs 17-yfas bloikadf, dfeysee PalfsSsesae psssoefss of ssehSs aed slbjfiSsee Shfm So sehlmaef 
SsfaSmfeS, whslf sfflssee So ioedliS a psssoefs fxihaeef aesffmfeS.  ssafl Sakfs adiaeSaef of Shf 
wfakefss of Shf Asab possSsoe aed Shf wsllseeefss of maey Asab ioleSssfs So plsslf eosmalsaaSsoe, 
sfeasdlfss of PalfsSsesae ssehSs, fas sfmoifd fsom Shf laed-fos-pfaif psseisplf.

A Chain of Israeli Failures

Thf Al-Aqsa Flood opfsaSsoe ss of hlef sSsaSfesi smposSaeif esife sSs smpaiS oe Shf sfalsSy  ssafl has 
solehS So fsSablssh se Shf  aaa  Sssp sseif Shf OiilpaSsoe’s leslaSfsal wsShdsawal fsom se 2005. Thss 
slddfe offessif sfifalfd Shf bsfakdowe of  ssafls sSsaSfey se  aaa, se addsSsoe So sfifalsee Shf 
abjfiS fasllsf of Shf iassols iompoefeSs of Shf mslsSasy aed sfilssSy sysSfm.  ssafl slbsfqlfeSly 
seilssfd lepsfifdfeSfd hlmae lossfs, wsSh Swsif Shf elmbfs of  ssafls dfaShs ShaS oiilssfd se Shf 
1967 was, Shf majossSy of whom wfsf ksllfd oe Shf fissS day of Shf opfsaSsoe. Thf sfilssSy aed mslsSasy 
fasllsfs of 7 OiSobfs eo fas bfyoed Shosf  ssafls madf se Shf OiSobfs Was of 1973 (oftfe iallfd Shf 
Yom Ksppls was), whsih asf ioessdfsfd So haif bffe dlf So efelsefeif.

WhaSfifs Shf olSiomf of Shf was oe  aaa, Shss wsll haif majos sfpfsilsssoes wsShse Shf sSaSf appasaSls 
aed wsShse  ssafls soisfSy. NoS oely wsll Shf fifeSs flfl ioeSsoifssy oifs who bfass sfspoessbslsSy fos 
Shss lepsfifdfeSfd fasllsf, blS sS wsll shakf Shf  ssafls plblsi’s ioefidfeif se Shf abslsSy of Shf mslsSasy 
aed sfilssSy sysSfm So psoSfiS Shfm. Thf MslsSasy  eSfllsefeif DssfiSosaSf (Amae) aed Shf  ssafls 
 filssSy Aefeiy ( hse BfS) faslfd So aeSsispaSf os fife obSase aey seSfllsefeif abolS Shf opfsaSsoe. 
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FlsShfsmosf, se a ioleSsy ShaS has blslS sSs elobal sfplSaSsoe basfd oe boasSsee of sSs sfilssSy msehS 
aed sSs fspsoeaef iapaisSy se Sfsms of boSh Sfiheoloey aed maepowfs, ShaS Shf aSSaik iamf fsom 
 aaa, whsih ss ledfs 24-hols physsial aed issSlal slsifsllaeif, oely addfd So sSs hlmslsaSsoe.

Thf sfioed majos fasllsf ss sfpsfsfeSfd se Shf wall ShaS  ssafl blslS asoled  aaa.  seif sSs wsShdsawal 
fsom Shf  aaa  Sssp,  ssafl blslS a sfsefosifd ioeisfSf wall of abolS 65 kslomfSsfs asoled  aaa, 7 
mfSsfs dffp, aed 7 mfSsfs hseh. Thf wall ss fqlsppfd wsSh sSaSf-of-Shf-asS sfesoss aed moesSosfd 
by waSihSowfss aloee Shf pfssmfSfs. Thf  ssaflss had iomfosSably asslmfd sS wolld bf feoleh So 
psfifeS PalfsSsesae fiehSfss fsom pfefSsaSsee Shf oiilpsfd laed, blS Shfy wfsf ablf So isoss Shsoleh 
sS se lasef elmbfss aed sfaih mosf Shae 20 loiaSsoes.

Thf Shssd fasllsf was Shf  ssafls asmy’s seabslsSy So sfilsf sSs mslsSasy basf loiaSfd efas Shf eosShfse 
bosdfs of Shf  aaa  Sssp, aed Shf elmfsols mslsSasy poseSs aed waSihSowfss fxSfedsee aloee Shf 
bosdfs, se addsSsoe So sSs fasllsf So psoSfiS mosf Shae 20 sfSSlfmfeSs loiaSfd asoled  aaa’s pfssmfSfs. 
Hamas mslsSasy lesSs wfsf ablf So sfsaf Shf basf aed oifspowfs Shf  ssafls fosifs sSaSsoefd Shfsf.

 S sffms ShaS Shss slddfe offessif, Shf bold pfsfosmaeif, oseaesaaSsoeal iapabslsSsfs, aed mslsSasy 
fxpfssfeif of Shf PalfsSsesae fiehSfss pasalyafd Shf  ssafls mslsSasy aed polsSsial lfadfsshsp. Thf  ssafls 
asmy has loee bsaeefd of sSs sfadsefss So faif aey ihallfeef hfad oe aed So mobslsaf So ioefsoeS aey 
aSSaik wsShse holss, blS sS faslfd eoS oely So psoSfiS sSs mslsSasy basfs, blS also So seSfsifef qlsikly So 
sfsSosf ioeSsol of sSs mslsSasy ssSfs aed sfSSlfmfeSs. PalfsSsesae fiehSfss maseSasefd a psfsfeif fos eo 
lfss Shae Swo days, whslf sfSSlfss who wfsf hsdsee se pasSs of sS wfsf isysee olS fos hflp.

Thf folsSh fasllsf was So sfilsf Shf dfffeif of a mlssi ffsSsial hosSsee sfifsal Sholsaed  ssafls aed 
fosfsee pasSyeofss. Thf fifeS was hfld se ae opfe fifld mfsf kslomfSsfs fsom Shf  aaa bosdfs, efas a 
mslsSasy basf, aed had sfqlssfd Shf oseaesafss So aiqlssf sfilssSy pfsmsSs. Mosfoifs, Shf opfsaSsoe 
sSleefd Shf  ssafls mslsSasy fsSablsshmfeS, lfaisee sS leablf So makf dfisssoes aed sfspoed So Shf 
sfilssSy aed mslsSasy ssSlaSsoe. Thf ioeflssoe fxSfedfd So oShfs sSaSf sesSsSlSsoes ShaS wfsf fsoafe 
by Shf shoik of Shf aSSaik aed Shls slow So sfspoed. Emfsefeiy sfsisifs wfsf laSf So aSSfed So Shf 
dfad aed woledfd, aed Shf famslsfs of Shf dfad, woledfd aed mssssee wfsf lfft wsSholS aeswfss 
as laSf as sfifsal days aftfs Shf sSasS of Shf opfsaSsoe.

The Israeli Retaliation and Calculations

Oeif sefosmfd of Shf sialf of Shf mslsSasy opfsaSsoe iasssfd olS by Hamas, Pssmf MsessSfs NfSaeyahl 
aeeoleifd, aftfs ioesllSaSsoes wsSh mslsSasy iommaedfss aed mfmbfss of Shf sfilssSy iabsefS, 
ShaS  ssafl was eow se a sSaSf of was, aed iallfd fos ae fed So  ssafls soisfSal dsisssoe. Thf MsessSfs of 
 filssSy slmmoefd mosf Shae 300,000 sfsfsif fosifs se psfpasaSsoe fos waesee was oe  aaa aed Shf 
mobslsaaSsoe of fosifs oe Shf eosShfse fsoeS se aeSsispaSsoe bosdfs ilashfs wsSh Lfbaeoe aed So dfSfs 
Hfabollah fsom feeaesee se Shf was. Oe Shf samf day, Shf  ssafls eoifsemfeS ioeifefd Shf polsSsial 
aed sfilssSy iabsefS, ioesssSsee of 11 msessSfss, dflfeaSsee So Shfm Shf dfisssoe So laleih a majos 
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mslsSasy opfsaSsoe. Thf polsSsial-sfilssSy iabsefS ss fxpfiSfd So dfSfsmsef sSs mslsSasy objfiSsifs aed 
sefosm Shf KefssfS Shfsfse se Shf iomsee days.

 sife Shf blow So  ssafls ioefidfeif sS sSs eoifsemfeS aed asmy, dfmaeds haif fmfsefd fos Shf 
fosmaSsoe of a eaSsoeal lesSy eoifsemfeS, whsih oely esfw loldfs as Shf sialf of Shf  ssafls lossfs 
bfiamf ilfas. Dfsssf ss esowsee So hfal ssfts aed oifsiomf dsffsfeifs ShaS haif afflsiSfd  ssafls soisfSy 
se Shf pasS yfas, wsSh sfioeesSsoe of Shf effd So seilldf fxpfssfeifd lfadfss se Shf dfisssoe-maksee 
issilf, fspfisally mslsSasy pfssoeefl, slih as Bfeey  aeSa aed  ads EssfekoS, who haif psfisolsly 
sfsifd as Chsff of  Saf of Shf Asmy.  edffd, oe 11 OiSobfs, NfSaeyahl aeeoleifd Shf aesffmfeS So 
fosm a “eaSsoeal fmfsefeiy eoifsemfeS” wsSh oppossSsoe lfadfs  aeSa, whosf pasSy has 14 mfmbfss 
se Shf KefssfS. A was iabsefS was also fosmfd ShaS seilldfd NfSaeyahl,  aeSa, aed Dfffeif MsessSfs 
Yoai  allaeS, slpfsissfd by fosmfs Chsff of  Saf EsafekoS aed  SsaSfesi Afasss MsessSfs Roe Dfsmfs. 
 sdfoe  a’as also josefd Shf eoifsemfeS, as oef of Shsff oppossSsoe msessSfss wsSh possSsoes.

Thf efw iabsefS wsll faif ihallfeefs, fosfmosS of whsih ss dffiesee Shf psfissf eoal of Shf was. Thf 
efas ioesfesls ss ShaS lelskf psfisols wass laleihfd oe  aaa, Shss Ssmf, Shf  ssafls asmy sholld asm 
So fed Hamas’ sllf. Howfifs, Shss sfqlssfs Shf oiilpaSsoe of  aaa, aS lfasS se pasS. Bfialsf  ssafl wsll 
eoS bf ablf So sfsolif Shf was fsom Shf ass, eo maSSfs how maey faislsSsfs aed blsldsees sS dfsSsoys, 
aed eo maSSfs how maey massaisfs sS iommsSs.  f  ssafl eofs ahfad wsSh a esoled seiassoe, sS wsll 
feSasl hfaiy iaslalSsfs se ae lsbae was wsSh Hamas, whsih ss adfpS aS Shss ksed of wasfasf.  e addsSsoe, 
Shf  ssafls sefaeSsy asf eoS psfpasfd feoleh So fiehS a esoled was. Thfsf ss a bse dsffsfeif bfSwffe 
whaS Shfy do se Shf WfsS Baek, whfsf Shfy play a polsisee solf faisee esolps ShaS asf eoS mslsSassly 
Ssasefd aed sfly oe old wfapoes, aed whaS Shfy may faif se  aaa. Thf mslsSasy lesSs affilsaSfd wsSh 
Hamas aed oShfs faiSsoes asf fxpfssfeifd se lsbae iombaS aed haif aiifss So mosf sophssSsiaSfd 
wfapoes Shae Shosf aiaslablf So PalfsSsesaes se Shf WfsS Baek.  S sffms ShaS  ssafl has sfplaifd 
Shf dfiflopmfeS of sSs esoled fosifs se sfifeS yfass wsSh seifsSmfeS se Shf ass fosif, iybfs, aed 
seSfllsefeif Sfiheoloesfs. Thfsffosf, sS ss lskfly So dflay a lasef-sialf esoled seiassoe of Shf  aaa 
 Sssp, fife as sS amassfs Ssoops oe sSs bosdfss se hlef elmbfss.

Aiiosdseely, Shfsf haif bffe sfpfaSfd ialls se sfifeS days fsom psomsefeS fosmfs mslsSasy 
iommaedfss, slih as Amos Yadlse, fosmfs hfad of mslsSasy seSfllsefeif, aed  ssafl Zsi, fosmfs 
iommaedfs of Shf  aaa Dsisssoe, So lsf Shf  ssafls Ass Fosif fos as loee as posssblf So sSsskf Hamas 
sefsasSsliSlsf. Thss iamp wolld dfsSsoy Shf efsehbolshoods ShaS allfefdly hosS Hamas, SasefSsee 
sSs lfadfss aed mfmbfss wsSholS fxifpSsoe, se psfpasaSsoe fos a esoled aSSaik wsSholS efifssassly 
asmsee So oiilpy Shf feSssf  Sssp.

 ssafl waeSs So sff lasef PalfsSsesae lossfs se  aaa aed ss aiSsifly sffksee So iommsS flsShfs 
massaisfs. Thss may ihaeef Shf Soef of Shf ioeflsiS fos Shf majos elobal powfss ShaS asf ilssfeSly 
dssplaysee sSsoee slpposS fos  ssafl. Thsoleh Shf seSfesf afssal bombasdmfeS iampasee, sS appfass 
So bf Ssysee So dssplaif Shf popllaSsoe aed So Slse Shfm aeasesS a lfadfsshsp ShaS ss, aiiosdsee So 
 ssafl, sfspoessblf fos Shf bloikadf, seiassoes, aed dssasSfss Shf  aaaes haif slffsfd, so ShaS Shf 
pfoplf wfliomf ae alSfseaSsif lfadfsshsp.
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 f Shf was feds wsSholS fedsee Hamas’s sllf of  aaa, eo maSSfs how hfaiy Shf lossfs, Shf  ssafls 
lfadfsshsp wsll add aeoShfs iaSasSsophsi fasllsf So sSs ilssfeS iaSaloelf. Thf slsisial of Hamas se 
eoifsemfeS wsll bf a sSfp baikwasds se ShaS sfeasd. Thfsf ss a ffas se  ssafl ShaS Shf was oe  aaa, 
whsih ss lskfly So bf dsffiillS aed loee, wsll lfad So fxpaedfd ioefsoeSaSsoes wsSh Lfbaeoe, whfsf 
Sfessoe wsSh Hfabollah ss seisfassee. Thss iolld fosif  ssafl So feeaef se a ioefsoeSaSsoe oe Swo os 
mosf fsoeSs, wsSh majos lossfs aed dfsSsliSsoe So  ssafls sefsasSsliSlsf as a sfsllS.

Thf  ssafls lfadfsshsp asslmfs ShaS Hfabollah wsll eoS seSfsifef as sS ss psfoiilpsfd wsSh dfffedsee sSs 
owe psojfiS se Lfbaeoe, masely Shf  saesae elilfas ifeSlsf, aed waeSs So dfSfs  ssafl fsom aSSaiksee 
sS. BlS sS also bflsfifs ShaS Hfabollah wsll eoS psfifeS PalfsSsesae faiSsoes psfsfeS se Lfbaeoe fsom 
iassysee olS lsmsSfd mslsSasy opfsaSsoes aisoss Shf bosdfs.  ssafl also wosssfs ShaS aey mssialillaSsoe 
se sSs fsSsmaSsoes os fife se Shf sfaiSsoes bfSwffe Shf Swo pasSsfs iolld lfad So a iompsfhfessif 
ioefsoeSaSsoe ShaS Shfy do eoS waeS. Thfsffosf,  ssafl wsll kffp sSs fosifs oe Shf eosShfse fsoeS oe 
alfsS So dfSfs Hfabollah, aed So sfspoed So Shf opfsaSsoes iasssfd olS by somf PalfsSsesae esolps se 
solShfse Lfbaeoe.

Fseally, Shf faSf of  ssafls isislsae aed mslsSasy iapSsifs hfld hosSaef by Hamas sfpsfsfeSs ae smposSaeS 
keoS se Shf ialillaSsoes of Shf mslsSasy opfsaSsoe ShaS  ssafl seSfeds So iassy olS se  aaa.  S ss fsSsmaSfd 
ShaS Hamas ss kffpsee aS lfasS 130 psssoefss, Shf lasefsS elmbfs fifs So fall seSo Shf haeds of Shf 
PalfsSsesae sfsssSaeif se sSs hssSosy.  ssafls plblsi opsesoe aSSaihfs lSmosS smposSaeif So Shfss faSf, 
whsih wfakfes Shf  ssafls eoifsemfeS’s maedaSf So Sakf aiSsoe aeasesS  aaa. efifsShflfss, Shf 
 ssafls eoifsemfeS moifd Sowasds sfsSossee sSs psfsSsef aed sSs sSaSls, fife sf ShaS mfaeS saissfiisee 
Shf hosSaefs, oeif sS sfalsafd sS wolld eoS bf ablf So bssee Shfm baik wsSholS ioeilldsee a dfal wsSh 
Hamas, whsih wolld sfqlssf Shf sflfasf of all PalfsSsesae psssoefss se  ssafls psssoes – a dfal sS ss 
lewsllsee So makf, fos eow aS lfasS.

Conclusion

Thf Al-Aqsa Flood offessif dfsSsoyfd Shf mySh of  ssafl’s sfilssSy, mslsSasy aed seSfllsefeif 
slpsfmaiy, aed fxposfd Shf fsaeslsSy of Shf fosSsfiiaSsoes sS had blslS So psoSfiS sSsflf aed ssolaSf 
sS fsom Shf bfssfefd PalfsSsesae OShfs. Thfsf ss a bassi  ssafls asslmpSsoe ShaS sS ss posssblf So 
ioeSself oiilpysee PalfsSsesae laed wsSholS paysee Shf pssif aed ShaS sS iae fosif Shf PalfsSsesae 
pfoplf So aiifpS Shss sfalsSy.  ssafl has Ssmf aed Ssmf aease faslfd So sfioeesaf ShaS sSs basbassi 
aiSsoes aed sysSfmaSsi fShesi ilfaessee wsll eoS slbjleaSf Shf PalfsSsesaes of  aaa, Shf WfsS Baek, 
os aeywhfsf flsf, eos bsfak Shfss wsll. Thf PalfsSsesaes wsll ioeSself So sSsleelf So oifsShsow Shf 
oiilpaSsoe, whfShfs os eoS  ssafl sliiffds se fedsee Hamas’ sllf se  aaa, whsih eow sffms mosf 
lelskfly Shae fifs.
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