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Countries across the Western world are witnessing a surge in far-right movements that until 
recently had been relegated to the political margins. The results of parliamentary, regional, and 
local elections in France, Germany, Italy, Austria, the Netherlands, Spain, Portugal, and Norway have 
revealed a shift in the public mood in these countries, and in some cases, the disintegration of the 
traditional, institutional parties that have constituted the mainstream of European politics since the 
end of World War II.

This phenomenon has been particularly stark since Donald Trump’ victory in the 2016 US presidential 
election, an earthquake that shook the foundations of the traditional political establishment. Since 
then, Trump has radically reshaped the content, language, and behaviour of American politics, 
leaving a profound impact on the Republican Party, in which the moderate conservative elite has 
been ousted from key positions of influence, allowing for the rise of Trumpism as the dominant 
force, fundamentally reshaping the party’s policies.

Trump’s election victory in 2024 saw him embark on a second term marked by policies and positions 
that have long been part of the demands of the far right (particularly regarding issues of immigration, 
gender, and transgenderism). Added to this, his break with traditional US allies who had worked 
with Washington to establish the institutions and values   of the liberal international order and the 
infiltration of the far right’s agenda into the heart of major Western countries’ political systems are 
creating a new reality – one that signals transformations far beyond the domestic politics of those 
countries, with significant global implications.

The Political Rise of the Margins: Economic and Cultural Contexts

In this context, what had been marginal movements are increasingly taking over the centre, as 
traditional political categories disintegrate as the forces that support them decline. Meanwhile, the 
far right has transitioned, in many countries, from a model of non-institutional populist politics to 
formulating itself as an organized alternative to centre-left and centre-right camps. The discourse 
of this alternative is mostly centred around a form of ethnonationalism,1 in clear opposition to the 
liberal embrace of economic and cultural globalization, to the growth of immigrant communities 
within these countries,2 and to value-based, cultural, and ethnic transformations resulting from the 
phenomena of globalization and migration.

The French economist Thomas Piketty, in his book Capital and Ideology, has described the disintegration 
of the traditional since the Cold War, and the shift of many of its followers and heirs to adopt identity 
politics as an alternative to class politics.3 Yet the emerging new right has, in response, adopted a 

1 Jeff Manza & Ned Crowley, “Ethnonationalism and the Rise of Donald Trump,” Contexts, vol. 17, no. 1 (2018), pp. 28–33.

2 Colantone Italo & Piero Stanig, “The Trade Origins of Economic Nationalism: Import Competition and Voting Behavior in Western Europe,” American 
Journal of Political Science, vol. 62, no. 4 (2018), pp. 936–53.

3 Thomas Piketty, Capital and Ideology, Arthur Goldhammer (trans.) (Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2020), pp. 807 - 964.
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different form of identity politics. It does not celebrate pluralism, but emphasizes particularity; it 
values not openness but roots; and it views the national community not as an open forum for a new 
type of citizenship, but rather as a privilege that should be limited to the smallest possible number 
of those who deserve it, whether biologically or culturally.

This new right is no longer in a marginal position in political life. Rather, it has become part of the 
centre, with which it engages in a relationship of negotiation and conflict, through which the far 
right and the centre mutually reconstitute each other.4

Numerous explanations have been posited for this rise. These approaches can be classified under 
three general brackets:

Economic Explanations

The first group of explanations focuses on the economic aspect. It argues that the rise of the 
post-industrial economy, the migration of traditional industries to countries in the Global South, 
economic globalization and the accompanying decline in protection for local manufacturers and 
farmers, along with the dominance of large multinational corporations at the expense of small 
ones and the consequent deepening of economic inequality, have all created groups in society that 
feel marginalized and ignored. This has coincided with the decline of the traditional left, which had 
previously defended such constituencies, leaving a void that the populist right has eagerly filled.5

Just as Trumpism succeeded in mobilizing the support of a broad segment of American voters 
who were previously either non-political or aware of a widening gap between themselves and 
the traditional elites (particularly the political, technocratic, and media elites in Washington DC), 
far-right parties in Europe have surged among equivalent excluded groups, successfully enticing 
them and offering them an alternative political identity. These parties’ economic projects often 
revolve around forms of national protectionism and a rejection of European Union policies set by an 
unelected technocratic elite.6

Some researchers (perhaps the majority) believe that the new far right also represents a rebellion 
against traditional conservatism, beginning in the US with a movement that has been labelled 
“paraconservatism.”7 This trend emerged in opposition to overseas interventions championed by the 
neoconservatives who dominated American decision-making institutions early in the millennium 
(such as the wars in Afghanistan in 2001 and Iraq in 2003). The new movement called instead for 

4 Kyler Ong, “Ideological Convergence in the Extreme Right,” Counter Terrorist Trends and Analyses, vol. 12, no. 5 (2020), pp. 1–7.

5 Italo & Stanig; Hernán Winkler, "The Effect of Income Inequality on Political Polarization: Evidence from European Regions, 2002–2014," Economics & 
Amp; Politics (2), 31 (2019), pp. 137-162; Jens Rydgren, “The Sociology of the Radical Right,” Annual Review of Sociology, vol. 33 (2007), pp. 241–262.

6 Conti Nicolò, et al., "The Multi-faceted Nature of Party-based Euroscepticism," Acta Politica, vol. 47, no. 2 (2011), pp. 91 - 112.

7 Joed D. Aberbach, Understanding Contemporary American Conservatism (New York: Routledge, 2017).
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isolationism and a focus on domestic interests. However, some researchers have noted the fusion 
of the neoliberal right with the populist nationalist right, producing a broader new right that enjoys 
the support of certain major business figures as well as that of working-class constituencies who feel 
marginalized, not least by the impact of the neoliberal economic transformation.8

This view is backed up by studies that have found that voters who favour open market policies have, 
in some European countries, shown a tendency to vote for far-right movements.9

Cultural Explanations

A second camp focuses its explanations for the rise of the right on cultural factors. Seen through this 
lens, the new right emerged as a reaction to the immigration of growing numbers of people from 
the Global South and the competition (real or imagined) between them an “native” citizens in the 
labour market, as well as the formation, in some cases, of parallel societies with cultural expressions 
and values ​those citizens see as alien.10 Hence, “nativism” represents a fundamental characteristic 
of the New Right and its discourses, as it reimagines the national community on an ethno-cultural 
basis, positing this as a criterion for distinguishing between those who are entitled to membership 
(the in-group) and those who are not (the out-group). This creates a new hierarchy in which the 
undeserving, even if they enjoy legal citizenship, are treated as foreigners and strangers until they 
prove otherwise.11

This nativist tendency, then, represents an expression of the growing tension between the values   of 
civic citizenship and the ethno-cultural understanding of the same – a tension that had remained 
latent and implicit within Western societies until certain circumstances brought it into the open. 
Under these circumstances, the “undeserving” out-group is redefined according to each country’s 
circumstances and historical context. In Europe today, this is represented by Muslim and African 
immigrant communities (who have taken on the role played by Jews during the Nazi era); in the 
United States, the “outsiders” are Latino, Haitian, and, again, Muslim immigrants.

Arguably, the rise of the far right is an expression of resentment or rejection toward the cultural 
and value-based transformations witnessed in Western societies, represented in the disintegration 
of traditional cultures and their associated authority systems, the rise of individualistic tendencies, 

8 Hans-Georg Betz, “The Two Faces of Radical Right-Wing Populism in Western Europe,” The Review of Politics, vol. 55, no. 4 (1993), pp. 663–85; Adam 
Harmes, “The Rise of Neoliberal Nationalism,” Review of International Political Economy, vol. 19, no. 1 (2012), pp. 59–86.

9 Herbert Kitschelt, The Radical Right in Western Europe: A comparative Analysis (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan, 1995).

10 Ashley Jardina, White Identity Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019); Christopher Cochrane & Neil Nevitte, “Scapegoating: 
Unemployment, Far-right Parties and Anti-immigrant Sentiment,” Comparative European Politics, vol. 1, no. 12 (2012), pp. 1 - 32.

11 Rachel Kleinfeld & John Dickas, “What is Nativism? Creating Two Classes of Citizens,” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (2020), accessed 
on 28/5/2025, at: http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep24292.5; Luke Ritter, “The Power of Nativist Rhetoric,” in: Inventing America’s First Immigration 
Crisis: Political Nativism in the Antebellum West (New York: Fordham University Press, 2021), pp. 60–81; Cebolla‐Boado Héctor & María Jiménez‐Buedo, 
“Immigration and the Vote for the Left: Measuring the Effect of Ethnic Diversity on Electoral Outcomes at the District Level,” International Journal of 
Comparative Sociology, vol. 1-2, no. 52 (2010), pp. 132 - 153.

http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep24292.5
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and the disintegration of the traditional family structure.12 These transformations have produced 
reactions characterized by nostalgia for a “stable” past, in which social roles and positions were more 
clearly distributed and individuals performed these roles, within such contexts, with the support 
of a society for which they sacrificed some of their freedom while acknowledging its fundamental 
values.13 The new far right has begun to absorb this nostalgia, frame it, and politically exploit it, 
offering conservative communities a comforting alternative – a feature that helps explain the its 
appeal even to some non-white minority groups in the US.

The Media Factor

This camp bases its explanation for the rise of the right wing on the impact of new media: an invasion 
of social media and other platforms, made possible by the internet, mobile phones, and other means 
of communication). This phenomenon has specifically contributed to the emergence, organization, 
and normalization of the far right. Such platforms have replaced traditional media institutions and 
provided a space for the emergence and amplification of new, sometimes outlandish ideas and 
theories, most of which reflect a sense of discontent with the traditional media and the prevailing 
discourse (portrayed as “political correctness”), as well as a desire to evade censorship of racist 
rhetoric and incitement.14 New media platforms have also provided an ideal haven for people with 
similar orientations to gather and consider organizing themselves, taking advantage of the flood 
of information that has expanded the options of those seeking political alternatives outside the 
frameworks offered by traditional parties and elites.15

This last point helps explain why some far-right movements have chosen to describe themselves as 
“alternative”—as in the case of the “alt-right” movement in the US and the growing Alternative für 
Deutschland (AfD) party in Germany. This has paved the way for the emergence of a so-called “post-
truth society,” in which the mainstream visions decline, conventional wisdom loses its axiomatic 
value, everything is placed in question, and profound ideas are placed on an equal footing with 
conspiracy theories and superficial discourse—which may even be disseminated more widely due to 
the influence of algorithms and psychological constructs produced by the digital communications 
ecosystem.16

12 Kathleen M. Blee & Kimberly A. Creasap, “Conservative and Right-Wing Movements,” Annual Review of Sociology, no. 36 (2010), pp. 273-274; Maria 
Indelicato, “Understanding Populist Far-right Anti-immigration and Anti-gender Stances beyond the Paradigm of Gender as ‘a Symbolic Glue’: Giorgia 
Meloni’s Modern Motherhood, Neo-Catholicism, and Reproductive Racism,” European Journal of Women's Studies, vol. 31, no. 1 (2024), pp. 6 - 20.

13 Marta Cabezas, “Patriarchal Authoritarianism Reloaded: Gender Violence, Policy Conflict, and the Resurgence of the Far Right in Spain,” PoLAR: Political 
and Legal Anthropology Review, vol. 45, no. 1 (2022), pp. 56 - 76.

14 Ralph Schroeder, “Digital Media and the Rise of Right-Wing Populism,” in: Social Theory after the Internet: Media, Technology, and Globalization 
(California: UCL Press, 2018), pp. 60–81; Akin H. Unver, “Digital Challenges to Democracy: Politics of Automation, Attention, and Engagement,” Journal of 
International Affairs, vol. 71, no. 1 (2017), pp. 127–146.

15 Ofra Klein & Jasper Muis, “Online Discontent: Comparing Western European Far-right Groups on Facebook,” European Societies, vol. 4, no. 21 (2018), pp. 
540-562; Betz.

16 Jayson Harsin, “Regimes of post-truth, Post politics, and Attention Economies,” Communication, Culture & Critique, vol. 2, no. 8 (2015), pp. 327 - 333.
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The Rise of the Far Right and the Future of Liberal Democracy

These transformations lead directly to the questions: What does the rise of the far right mean for 
the future of liberal democracy, and to what extent can the latter contain it? While a pessimistic 
approach likens the phenomenon to the rise of fascism in the first half of the 20th century,17 others 
have compared it to the rise of jihadist political Islam in its various incarnations.18 A third group 
argues that the far right and populist movements are, in fact, not anti-democratic 19 – rather, they 
operate within the framework of democracy, and may even contribute to revitalizing it, by attracting 
constituencies that were previously sceptical of politics and elections, thus expanding the scope of 
democratic representation. Enquiry into this issue demands that researchers abandon generalizations 
and instead pay close attention to national and local contexts, taking into account the new right’s 
diverse forms and models, and that they develop more precise and sensitive approaches that reflect 
the complexity of the cases under examination.

Another open question that merits further exploration is the extent to which the apparent lurch 
to the right and the rise of nationalist movements in the US and Europe will impact the stability of 
the international system and international relations in general. Far-right movements have begun to 
create and gather at international forums, develop their discourse on a global level, and exchange 
experiences and knowledge – all in ways that could transform them into an influential international 
force and potentially a driver of radical change in the international system. This is especially true in 
light of Trump’s second term and his foreign policy agenda, which marks a radical departure from 
the discourse and traditional positions of the liberal establishment.

While the rhetoric of the far right suggests that it wishes to abandon any agenda of spreading 
democracy and liberalism (something that had already been in decline for some years), accepts 
the paradigm of particularism, and is willing to work closely with authoritarian regimes in the non-
Western world, it is clear that it also harbours aggressive, racist, and colonialist tendencies. This 
is particularly evident in the support that most Western right-wing movements show for Israel, 
particularly for Benjamin Netanyahu’s government, in its aggression against the Gaza Strip. This 
raises further questions about the impact of the rise of the far right on Arab countries and societies, 
as well as on Arab communities in the West. In such a context, it is useful to understand the rise of 
the far right in other non-Western countries, such as India and Argentina, as well as in Brazil under 
Jair Bolsonaro, as well as whether this dynamic reflects a global trend that goes beyond Western 
contexts.

17 Jason Stanley, How Fascism Works: The Politics of Us and Them (New York: Random House, 2018).

18 Mikhail Myagkov, et al., “A Comparative Analysis of Right-wing Radical and Islamist Communities’ Strategies for Survival in Social Networks: Evidence 
from the Russian Social Network Vkontakte,” Media War & Conflict, vol. 4, no. 13 (2019), pp. 425 - 447.

19 David Art, “Rise of the Radical Right: Implications for European Politics,” The Brown Journal of World Affairs, vol. 19, no. 2 (2013), pp. 127 - 137.



6

Siyasat Arabiya  - From the Margins to the Mainstream: The Rise of the Far Right and its Implications for Domestic and International Policy

Suggested Topics

•	 What defines the “extreme right” and “populism”? What are their limits? What is the relationship 
between them?

•	 What factors explain the rise of right-wing movements in the West, and what are its dynamics?

•	 What are the differences between the extreme right and the traditional right? What is the 
relationship between them?

•	 The context of the rise of the extreme right in terms of culture and values.

•	 The ideology and political discourse of the extreme right.

•	 The social base of the extreme right.

•	 The extreme right and political parties: Is the movement growing within traditional parties, or is 
it forming new political organizations?

•	 The relationship of the extreme right with the traditional political class.

•	 The extreme right’s economic visions and the economic implications of its rise.

•	 The extreme right, civil society, and social movements.

•	 The extreme right and public policy.

•	 The extreme right’s position on immigrants, the impact of its rise on immigrant communities – 
and the latter’s position on the extreme right.

•	 The impact of the rise of the extreme right on the structure of political systems and the future of 
liberal democracy.

•	 The transnational relations of the extreme right.

•	 Is there a connection between the far right in North America and its counterpart in Europe? Are 
they a single expression?

•	 The geopolitical implications of the rise of the far right.

•	 What is the far right’s vision of the global order? Does its rise affect that order?

•	 The impact of the rise of the far right on international institutions (the United Nations, the 
European Union, NATO, etc.).

•	 The far right in the Global South and its connection to the rise of its counterparts in North America 
and Europe.

•	 Arab echoes of the rise of the far right, and the latter’s position on Arab issues.
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Guidelines for Contributors

Siyasat Arabiya welcomes research proposals on the aforementioned themes, including those that 
address theoretical or applied dimensions or case studies. It will accept proposals of approximately 
250 words until Saturday, 30 August 2025. The editorial board commits to notifying authors of 
whether their proposals have been accepted or rejected, by Thursday, 9 October 2025.

Authors of accepted proposals will have until Saturday, 25 April 2026 to submit final versions of their 
papers, adhering to the formal and substantive research guidelines of the Arab Center for Research 
and Policy Studies. All submitted papers are subject to peer review, and approval of a research 
proposal does not automatically guarantee its acceptance for publication. Only full papers that pass 
the peer review process will be published.

Research proposals should be submitted via the researchers’ system. For any additional questions, 
please contact the editorial board by email, at: siyasat.arabia@dohainstitute.edu.qa.
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