=l

P!

Glwlowll dwlyag Glasill gy <ll j$ all
Arab Center for Research & Policy Studies

The Eighth ACRPS International
Winter School

Migrant Communities in an Age of
Resurgent Nativism: Rethinking the
Questions of Citizenship and elonging

9-14 January 2027

Concept Note



The Eighth ACRPS International Winter School - Concept Note

In recent years, the resurgence of nativist politics across different regions of the world has brought
questionsof migration, citizenship,and belongingtotheforefrontofpublicand political life. Migration
has become a central axis of political contestation, shaping public debates, media discourse,' and
policy agendas,? as well as broader struggles over who belongs and on what terms.

In the United States, shifting immigration policies and enforcement regimes — particularly under
the Trump administration — have contributed to heightened uncertainty around legal status and
membership, and are embedded within broader systems of racialized and stratified migration
control.* In Quebec, the adoption of Bill 21 — preventing certain categories of civil servants from
wearing religious symbols when performing their civic duties — has reignited debates about
whether formal citizenship guarantees equal belonging for visible minorities in general, and Muslim
communities in particular® Across Europe, naturalization and broader membership policies have
undergone increasingly restrictive changes,® while the uneven reception of refugees has exposed
hierarchies of deservingness in access to protection and belonging.’

While these debates are relatively pronounced in the media and academic spheres of the Global
North, tensions related to migrantand refugee communitiesinthe Global South have beenless visible
and often more localized.? In the Middle East, the presence of Syrian refugees in Lebanon, Turkey,
and Egypt has generated increasingly politicized debates over belonging and social membership.®
Similarly, questions concerning the boundaries of citizenship in several Gulf states have intensified
in recent years and are likely to deepen in the context of a possible economic downturn.™

These examples, among many others, point to a broader transformation in the relationship
between citizenship and belonging in an era marked by intensifying pressures of exclusion and a
comeback to ethnic nationalism.™ They also reflect a broader transformation in how migration and
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diversity are understood.” While earlier frameworks of multiculturalism and cultural pluralism
emphasized recognition and inclusion,® contemporary debates increasingly focus on questions of
security, integration and the right to belong. Across different contexts, the legal status accorded
by a state to an individual does not necessarily translate into social recognition or equal inclusion.
Moreover, exclusionary political narratives increasingly shape access to rights and membership —
producing "hierarchies of citizenship" and reconfiguring the boundaries of belonging across those
different contexts.”

This edition of the ACRPS International Winter School (IWS) is thus anchored around a central
question: Is citizenship becoming more exclusionary, or are new forms of membership and belonging

emerging beyond it?

This question does not lend itself to a straightforward answer. On the one hand, there is growing
evidence of more restrictive and conditional forms of citizenship, including tightening naturalization
requirements, stratified access to rights, and the expansion of securitized approaches to migration
across various national contexts. Research has also demonstrated the ways in which states use
time and temporality as tools of control, through which access to rights and citizenship is delayed,
suspended, or made conditional.® At the same time, these exclusionary dynamics coexist with more
selective forms of inclusion, as states increasingly prioritize economically desirable migrants through
investor and business visa schemes, reflecting the growing influence of neoliberal logics alongside

resurgent nativism.™

On the other hand, scholars have explored the ways in which voluntary migrants and forcibly
displaced communities actively navigate, negotiate, and sometimes resist formal legal frameworks™
by articulating forms of belonging that are not reducible to legal citizenship, including those grounded
in everyday social relations, identities, and transnational ties®. In this case, citizenship and belonging
areseennotonlyasamatteroflegal status, butalsoas social, cultural, and affective processes through
which individuals negotiate multiple —and sometimes competing— forms of belonging.
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Therefore, bringing these perspectives into the conversation is crucial. Analyses that focus exclusively
on institutional and policy frameworks risk overlooking the lived realities through which belonging
is experienced and negotiated. At the same time, approaches that focus on everyday practices must
also account for the macro-level structural and political conditions that shape these experiences
and practices. Moreover, these dynamics vary from one context to another. Different regional
and national contexts exhibit distinct migration policies, political trajectories, and histories of
incorporation. Comparative perspectives can highlight both shared patterns and context-specific
variations, while transnational approaches reveal how migrant experiences and practices extend
beyond the boundaries of the nation-state.

Themes and Questions

The IWS invites contributions from advanced PhD students and early career scholars across the social
sciences worldwide. Contributions may engage with, but are not limited to, the following themes:

« Transformations in citizenship regimes and migration policies

« Everyday experiences, practices, and affective dimensions of belonging

 Intersections of race, class, gender, and religion in shaping experiences of integration and
belonging

« Stratified citizenship and hierarchical forms of membership

« Comparative and transnational perspectives on migration and belonging

« Recurrent and new ways of producing "the migrant" and "the native" as political categories
« Intergenerational transmission of belonging and exclusion

« Rising anti-immigrant sentiments across national contexts

« Resistance, agency, and political participation among migrant and refugee communities

« Bordering practices, migration control, and the production of inclusion and exclusion

« Temporal dimensions of migration control and migrant experiences

« New ways of understanding migrant identity

« Methodological approaches to studying migration, citizenship, and belonging

ThelWSwelcomes participantsfromarange of disciplines,including sociology,anthropology, political
science, public policy, and related fields. By bringing together scholars working across different
perspectives, it aims to create a space for critical reflection on the evolving meanings of citizenship
and belonging in an era marked by both exclusionary pressures and emerging possibilities. It invites
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participantstoexplorethis tension empirically, theoretically,and methodologically—and toreflecton
what these transformations reveal about migrant incorporation across different national contexts.

Participation

« PhD candidates in social sciences and humanities

« Recent PhD graduates and early career academics

Eligible candidates interested in applying should submit the following no later than 1July 2026:

« Online application form. This should be accompanied by an up-to-date CV, an abstract of the
proposed paper (maximum 500 words). The abstract should outline the research questions,
context, theoretical framework, as well as the proposed methodology.

« At least one academic reference. The referee should fill out the recommendation form available
on this link and send it directly to the IWS email (winter.school@dohainstitute.org).

« Optional: a writing sample (a previous research paper or published article).

« TheIWS will notify all applicants about the status of their applications by email.

« Accepted participants should submit a research project in the form of a paper (maximum
6000 words — excluding footnotes and references) by 30 September 2026. Papers published
elsewhere will not be accepted.

« Theinitial approval of the abstract does not automatically guarantee participation in the IWS.

« The paper will be reviewed. The IWS will notify you whether your research project is accepted
or not.

« Accommodation is provided for all accepted applicants for the duration of the program.

« Funding for travel expenses is available on a competitive basis.

« Forinquires related to the conference, please contact: winter.school@dohainstitute.org
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