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Background Paper




Transformations from armed to unarmed activism is not a unique phenomenon. One statistical study showed that
of 268 identified armed groups that operated between 1968 and 2006, only 20 (7 percent) were defeated militarily.
In contrast, 114 (43 percent) joined the political mainstream, either as political parties or socio-political movements.
Policing, intelligence and public backlash were responsible for dismantling 107 (40 percent) organizations, the majority
of them small. For bigger groups (especially those above 1,000 members), by far the most common trajectory was a
conversion to unarmed politics.

How does such transformation happen? Why does it happen? What are the conditions for initiating the transitions?
And what are the conditions for sustaining it? What are the different trajectories of moving away from armed action?
Does the transformation happen after a military victory, a military defeat, or a draw in an armed conflict between an
insurgent group(s) and an incumbent authority(ies)? All these questions and more will be addressed in a workshop
entitled “From Bullets to Ballots: Transitions from Armed to Unarmed Political Activism.” The workshop is organised by
the Strategic Studies Unit of the Arab Centre for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS) and Doha Institute of Graduate
Studies. The Workshop will discuss over 20 cases of transformations, from armed organisations to political parties, by
both scholars and leaders of these transformations. The cases represent four continents: Asia (West), Africa (North and
Sub-Saharan), Europe (South and Western), Central and South America. An edited volume will be published by the Arab
Centre for Research and Policy Studies based on selected papers and presentations produced for the Workshop. This
concept note gives a brief, general framework.

Transformations from armed to unarmed activism can occur across three dimensions: ideological, behavioral and
organizational. Usually a combination of charismatic leadership within the organization, a hurting stalemate, interactions
with the non-like-minded “other” as well as between the layers of the organization, and selective inducements from the
state and other regional and international actors within a de-escalatory environment are common causes of initiating the
transformations. There is a pattern of interaction between these factors. A hurting military stalemate and interaction with
non-like-minded actors often affect the ideas and the behavior of the leadership of an armed organization and are likely to
lead them to initiate three endogenous processes. These are: strategic calculations based on cost-benefit analysis; political
learning based on interaction with the non-like-minded actors and modification of the group’s worldview as a result of severe
crises; and frustration and dramatic changes in the environment. Following these processes, the leadership of an armed
organization initiates a transformation process that is bolstered by selective inducements from the incumbent authorities as
well as by internal interactions. Also, transformed groups often interact with armed groups and sometimes influence them in
a controlled, pressured environment (such as prisons, areas of exile or rugged strongholds). A similar process occurs within the
armed institutions of the state and the incumbent authorities.

Regardless of the approach taken to explain these transformation processes, a consensus among scholars has developed
that the process is extremely context-sensitive. In other words, in a political context in which authoritarian repression,
military coups, civil wars and other forms of political violence and social instability are common features, sustained
armed activism will be the likely outcome. Attempted transformations towards unarmed politics are more likely to have
limited, short-term effects or collapse.

The “Arab Spring” has offered scholars and practitioners several important lessons about how changes within the political
environment can affect transformations towards unarmed activism. The success of mainly unarmed civil resistance
tactics in bringing down two authoritarian regimes in Tunisia (2010, 2011) and Egypt (2011) has briefly undermined the
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rationale arguing that armed action is the most effective (and, in some ideologies, the most legitimate) means for
social and political change. However, the transformation of the nature of the uprisings in Libya and Syria in 2011 and
onward, and the regional developments in Iraq (during and after April 2013) and in Egypt (during and after July 2013)
have led to different conclusions. They demonstrate that soft power and civil resistance tactics have their limits and
to pursue real change, hard power is necessary. In such an environment, radicalization, recruitment and ideological
frames supportive of armed militancy are more likely to grow, survive and expand.

However, in the context of partly democraticinstitutionalized transitions in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and Yemen between
2011and 2013, a few critical policy-relevant observations can be deduced.

First, almost all of the once-armed large groups upheld their transformation from armed to unarmed activism.
Organizations such as the Egyptian Islamic Group (IG) and the Libyan Islamic Fighting Group, and factions and
individuals from the Egyptian al-Jihad organization, have transformed into political parties. Furthermore, they have
participated in elections, constitutional crafting and mainstream political compromises.

Another observation is related to security sector reform (SSR). From previous research, it was clear that transitions
from armed to unarmed activities are less likely to be sustained unless there is a thorough process of reforming the
security sector. The reform process should entail changing the SOPs, training and education curricula, leadership and
promotion criteria, as well as oversight and accountability by elected and judicial institutions. The violations of the
security sector, and the lack of accountability to address such violations, have been a major contributor to sparking
and sustaining armed radicalization.

A third observation involves reconfiguring civil-military relations. The supremacy of the armed over the elected and
the judicial has created a political context in which bullets are more significant than ballots and laws as a method for
attaining and retaining political power.

A fourth observation is about demobilization, disarmament and reintegration (DDR). The politicization of such a
process and its failure in Libya and Yemen in the aftermath of the Libyan revolution and Yemeni uprising have led to
the rise of multiple armed non-state actors, a phenomenon that facilitated the necessary resources and logistics to
armed radicals. DDR is inherently connected to SSR. Most armed non-state actors in post-conflict environments will
refuse to disband and demobilize if there is no mutual trust or guarantees with the official armed institutions and
armed state actors. This is especially the case when the latter has traditionally been above the law, and not subject
to oversight or accountability.

Finally, popular support for national reconciliation, compromise, inclusion, and general de-escalation is crucial for
supporting transformations to non-violence. That kind of support is partly a result of political culture that can be
created and promoted via elementary, secondary and higher education, as well as a result of a responsible free media
that promotes such concepts, as opposed to a hysteric media that promotes social and sectarian extreme polarization.
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Day One: 3 November 2018

8.30-9.00 Registration
Azmi Beshara: Opening Remarks
9.00-10.30 Omar Ashour: From Fighters to Peacemakers: How and Why Do Armed Groups Transform to
Unarmed Politics?

Frank Pearl: Talking to Guerillas: Reflections on the FARC and the Colombian Peace Accords

10.30-10.45 Coffee Break
Chair: Ibrahim Fraihat
Khalil Anani: Transformations of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt: The Debate on the
10.45 - 12.15 . : . ' L
Relationship between Repression and Violence and Revisions
Haider Saeed: Jaysh Al Mahdi as a Post-Political Party Phenomenon
Hamzeh Almoustafa: From Arms to Negotiations: A Comparative Study of the Transformations of
the Syrian Islamist Movements Ahrar al-Sham, Jaysh al-Islam and Faylaq al-Sham
12.15-13.30 Lunch Break
Chair: Abdulaziz Al-Horr

13.30 - 15.00 Gordon Clubb: A Draw or a Defeat? How the IRA Transitioned from Arms to Peace

Nick Hutcheon: Transformations after Defeats? The Case of ETA in Spain.

Murat Yesiltas: When Politics is not Enough? Understanding the Failure of the PKK’s
Transition from Armed to Unarmed Political Activism

15.00 - 17.00

Chair: Dana Al-Kurd

Aldo Marchesi: Transformations after Defeat: the Cases of Tupamaros in Uruguay and the
Armed Left in Chile and Argentina.

Maria Jimena Duzan: Political Reintegration of Demobilized Combatants in Colombia
Santiago Pérez: From a Revolutionary Movement to a Revolutionary State: The Case of Cuba

Roberto Cajina: The Changing Ethos of the Nicaraguan Military: Three Stages and Three
Different Identities
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Day Two: 4 November 2018

Chair: Hamad Al-Mohannadi

Thula Simpson: Armed Propaganda and People’s War: The African National Congress’s

9.00-10.30 Path to Power, 1984-1994
Marie-Joélle Zahar: The ‘Profession of Arms’: Querying the Reasons behind the Failed
transitions to unarmed political activism in Mali and the Central African Republic
Mehari Taddele Maru: Transition in Ethiopia: from armed struggle to coalition Politics
Forward-looking, New Thinking and Strategic Foresight
10.30 - 10.45 Coffee Break

10.45 - 13.00

Chair: Abdelwahab El-Affendi

Osama Rushdi: The Islamic Group in Egypt: From Armed Confrontation to Peaceful
Political Action.

Anes al-Sharif: The Transformations of the Libyan Islamic Fighting Group.

Abdullah Anas: Algeria: The Transformation of the Islamic Salvation Army and Allied
Groups in Algeria

Thamer al-Tamimi: Iraq: The case of the Sahwa councils

13.00 - 14.30

Lunch Break

14.30-16.30

Chair: Shafeeq Ghabra

Ronnie Kasrils: The armed wing of the African National Congress and the Transition
towards Peaceful Constitutional Political Activism
Main Al-Taher: The Palestinian Condition: between the Confusion of Rifles and the
Faltering of Peace
Abdelhakim Belhaj: From the “Fighting Group” to the “Homeland Party”:
Observations on the Transformations in Libya
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Doctoral student at the School of Languages, Cultures
and Societies, University of Leeds. His PhD is a
qualitative study of first and second generation intra-
state immigrants in Basque nationalist movements.
The research included twelve-month fieldwork period
in the Basque Country, conducting in-depth interviews
with activists and supporters of Basque nationalist
movements in the provinces of Araba, Bizkaia, Gipuzkoa
and Nafarroa. He holds an MA in Spanish and Italian and
with an MSc in Nationalism Studies from the University
of Edinburgh.

Transformations after Defeats? The Case of ETA
in Spain

This paper examines the transformation of a violent
secessionist movement into a peaceful one. The Basque
terrorist group ETA was founded in 1959 and formally
disbanded in 2018. During those six decades, this
clandestine group evolved to become the central node
in a complex network of organizations that shared the
strategic goal of political independence from Spain.
One of the key organizations of the Basque secessionist
movement was the political party Batasuna, which
was instrumental in the disbandment of ETA. The paper
argues that the effectiveness of counter-terrorist policy
and an internal process of debate triggered a factional
transformation of the secessionist movement. This
paper will account for the transition from armed to
unarmed activism with a multi-level approach that
combines individual, organizational and contextual
data. Ultimately, the transformation of militants into
politicians is a story of tactical adjustment, which can be
traced on the micro-, meso- and macro-levels.
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Lead Member of the African Union High Advisory Group,
Chief Strategist for Intergovernmental Authority on
Development (IGAD), Dr Mehari Taddele Maru was
former Official of AU, Programme Head of Institute for
Security Studies, and Director at Addis Ababa University.

Transition in Ethiopia: from Armed Struggle
to Coalition Politics

Ethiopian national politics is also in transition and full
of dichotomy. Regressive nationalism that created
undemocratic populist constituency, and progressive
Ethiopianism are now in direct confrontation. The
national discourse within and outside Ethiopia is
characterized by politics of hate and polarization.
Politics of accommodation is under attack by politics of
exclusion. The rise of majoritarianism may endanger the
consociationalist political system. Therise of majoritarian
democracy could threaten constitutional democracy.
More fundamental, the rise of national or sub-national
populism, could undercut developmentalism and the
delivery that will leave Ethiopia in permanent poverty
and deprivation.
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Palestinian academic and a former member of the Fatah
Revolutionary Council, and the Higher Command of
the Palestinian Revolution. He was a founding member
of the Student Battalion, involved in combat in South
Lebanon during the Lebanese Civil War. At present, he
oversees a research project to chronicle the Palestinian
national movement within the Arab Center for Research
and Policy Studies.

The Palestinian Condition: between the
Confusion of Rifles and the Faltering of Peace

This paper examines the experiences of the Palestinian
armed struggle since the mid-1960s, when the gradual
shift from armed action to exploring the prospects for
engaging in a political settlement began. This led to the
signing of the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-
Government Arrangements (OSLO 1), followed up with
the second Oslo accords after Mahmoud Abbas became
president of the Palestinian Authority in 2005.
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Associate Professor in the Middle East Institute at
Sakarya University. He also holds the position of director
of security studies at SETA Foundation, Ankara, Turkey.
He completed his BA and MA at the Department of
International Relations of Sakarya University,in 2003 and
2009, respectively. He earned his PhD at the Department
of Political Science and International Relations at
Marmara University in 2012. His current research projects
concern international security, terrorism, and military
studies.

When politics is not enough: Understanding the
Failure of the PKK’s Transition from Armed to
Unarmed Political Activism

While the Kurdish question is undoubtedly a long-
standing multi-state and multi-causal ethno-political
phenomenon, this study is primarily concerned with
the identity—security-politics nexus to understand the
reasons behind the failure of the transition process,
which was initiated to solve the Kurdish issue and to
transform the Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK) in Turkey.
It addresses the question of how identity politics
and security dynamics produce a persistent security
dilemma between Turkey and the PKK. To address the
failure of the transition from armed to unarmed political
activism; this study underlines four driving factors. The
first is the nature of the organization (in this case the
PKK), and its political strategy. The second factor is the
security environment in which the armed organization
actively operates. The third one is the perceived space
of opportunity to transform the organization itself to
become successful in its historical objectives. The last
one is the external support that can help to maintain
the survival of the organization in a competitive
environment.
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Associate professor of political science at the Université
de Montréal since June 2001. Her research areas include
conflict resolution, civil wars, peacekeeping and post-
conflict reconstruction. A graduate of McGill University
where she obtained a Ph.D. in political science, Dr. Zahar
has since held a post-doctoral fellowship from the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada
at the Munk Centre for International Studies at the
University of Toronto.

The ‘Profession of Arms’: Querying the reasons
behind the failed transitions to unarmed political
activism in Mali and the Central African Republic

In the last two decades, Mali and the Central African
Republic have experienced recurring episodes of armed
conflict. In both countries, foreign interventions have
sought to usher political transitions and transform armed
mobilization into unarmed political activism. Successive
Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR)
programs have sought to (re)integrate combatants in
the ranks of the respective armed and security forces;
political-institutional solutions have been designed to
address the armed groups’ grievances regarding lack of
political participation; and finally, development programs
have sought to improve the quality of life for citizens in an
attempt to steer them away from armed violence. Yet many
Malian and Central African ex-fighters have returned into
the fold of the rebellion. By focusing on a set of negative
cases, this paper seeks to identify conditions for a durable
transition to unarmed political activism.
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Maria Jimena Duzan is an award-winning Colombian
journalist and researcher. She is the author of Death
Beat, in which she holds a dramatic account of the "war
on drugs.” Her most recent book is Santos, Paradoxes
of Peace and Power, which is a deep account of how
the peace accord was signed with FARC (Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia) and why the implementation
process is facing so many challenges today. Currently,
she is working on a documentary entitled "The Battle
for Peace" with the Guardian TV, documenting the
transformation of the FARC from an armed organisation
to a political party.

Political Reintegration of Demobilized
Combatants in Colombia

Colombia is a nation that has been defined by violence
for most of its two centuries of independent history.
The latest bout of violence initially surfaced in the
early 1960s with the birth of the Stalinist-motivated
insurgency which came to be known as the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC. Over the following
decades a whole array of different communist guerrilla
organizations and rightwing paramilitary groups
started to emerge across Colombia’s vast territory. The
emergence of the cocaine trade in the 1980s and its rapid
growth through the 1990’s served as an extreme catalyst
which rapidly increased the level and breadth of violence
and ended up criminalizing Colombia’s once politically
motivated insurgencies.
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In 2006, Mr. Pearl began working in the Colombian
government. He set up the reintegration process for
former combatants from paramilitary and guerrilla
groups. In 2009, Mr. Pearl initiated the secret contacts
that led to the peace processes with FARC and ELN. He
acted as a member of the Colombian government’s
team that achieved the peace agreement with FARC and
was Lead Negotiator with the ELN guerrilla in the secret
phase.

Talking to Guerillas: Reflections on the FARC and
the Colombian Peace Accords

Frank Pearl speaks about his personal experience in
engaging in dialogue and negotiating with armed
revolutionary organizations in Colombia, and how they
transformed from armed to peaceful movements. He
also presents the challenges of launching and sustaining
the transition to peaceful political activity. He will
focus on the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia—
People’s Army (FARC) and the National Liberation Army
(ELN), drawing upon some comparisons with other
cases. Senator Pearl was a member of the Colombian
governmental team that signed the peace agreement
with FARC, and he was the principal negotiator in talks
with the ELN during the secret talks.

Jiu diljya
Frank Pearl
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Lecturer in International Security at the University of
Leeds in the UK. His research focuses on de-radicalization,
conceptualizing it as a social process, and on the role of
former combatants in preventing and countering violent
extremism. His most recent book called Social Movement
De-Radicalization and the Decline of Terrorism: The
Morphogenesis of the Irish Republican Movement (2017).
He is a Research Fellow at the German Institute on
Radicalization and De-Radicalization Studies.

A Draw or a Defeat? How the IRA transitioned
from arms to peace

Twenty years ago, the end of the Provisional IRAs
campaign was formalized in the Good Friday Agreement.
This transition from arms to peace has been explained as
a result of successful counter-terrorism strategy which
led to the IRAs defeat or a stalemate (or readiness to
negotiate) between the IRA and the UK government. Yet
neither of these characterizations sufficiently account
for how the transformation of social and agential forces,
and the interplay within and between these forces, led
the IRA to disengage. Rather than necessarily defeating
or drawing with the IRA, the UK government’s counter-
terrorism strategy facilitated intra-movement dynamics
which enabled (and constrained) agency to transition to
peaceful activism. To account for the transition to peace,
the paper analyses the interplay between structure
and agency over two periods, the first leading up to
the Good Friday Agreement and the second following
the agreement. Thus, the approach here is to account
for transitions from arms to peace by examining how
structure and agency interact, are changed or are
reproduced over time.
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Associate Professor of Security Studies, and the Head
and Founder of the Critical Security Studies Graduate
Program in the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies.
He is the author of The De-Radicalization of Jihadists:
Transforming Armed Islamist Movements (Routledge,
2009) and How ISIS Fights: Military Tactics in Iraq, Syria,
Libya and Egypt (Edinburgh University Press/Oxford
University Press, forthcoming in 2019).He previously
taught at the University of Exeter (UK) for nine years
(2008-2017) and McGill University (Canada) for two
years (2006-2008). He served as a senior consultant for
the United Nations.

From Fighters to Peacemakers: How and Why
Armed Groups Transform to Unarmed Politics?

Dr. Omar Ashour addresses some of the most important
conclusionsoftheresearchagendaonthetransformations
from armed to unarmed activism. This includes the
causes and consequences of these transformations,
the conditions of initiation and sustainability, and the
different paths taken by transformation processes. Dr.
Ashour also addresses some of the critical lacunas in the
current research agenda and the potential for future
research, explaining how it can positively affect the
design of official policies supporting the renunciation
of political violence and violent extremism, and the
transition towards unarmed/non-violent politics.
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Omar Ashour
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Former Arab-Afghan commander (under Northern
Alliance military leader, Ahmad Shah Massoud). He is the
son-in-law and a close assistant of Abdullah Azzam, the
"godfather" of the Arab-Afghans. After the establishment
of the Islamic Salvation Front (Le Front Islamique du Salut,
FIS) in 1989, Anas joined the Algerian FIS as a political
activist. He closely witnessed and negotiated the 1992
crisis, as well as the developments of the Algerian
"national tragedy" (civil war). He became the head of the
Political Bureau of the FIS. After 9/11, he advised the UN
envoy to Afghanistan, his compatriot Lakhdar Brahimi,
on reconciliation in Afghanistan and mediated between
the Taliban and the Afghan government on various
occasions.

The Transformation of the Islamic Salvation Army
and allied groups in Algeria (AlS)

This testimony explores the old phenomenon of taking
up arms as a method to attain religious, social and
political goals. It rflects on the reasons for both taking
up and abandoning arms, for various reasons, by young
Arab political activists in Algeria during the 1990s and
2000s, during what was called the "Algerian Tragedy".
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Abdullah Anas
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Abdelhakim Belhaj is a Libyan politician and a former
paramilitaryleader.He was the emirof the defunct Libyan
Islamic Fighting Group (LIFG). He is the now leader of the
conservative al-Watan Party and former commander of
Tripoli Military Council, the political-military entity that
controlled parts of the city.

From the “Fighting Group” to the “Homeland Party”:
Observations on the Transformations in Libya

Belhaj provides a testimony and reflections on his own
experience transforming from a leader of an armed

organisation to aleader of political party vyingin elections.
He reflects on the challenges of sustaining that transition.

abl @usall vce
Abdelhakim Belhaj
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Researcher and Deputy Director of the Research Center
for International and Strategic Policy of Havana. He has
been a researcher at the Center for American Studies
in Havana and a professor at the Higher Institute of
International Relations of Cuba. He studied postgraduate
studies at the Autonomous University of Mexico. He has
published on Russian and Soviet politics and the foreign
policy of Cuba. He served as Deputy Director in charge of
the CIS countries in the Cuban Chancellery.

"From a revolutionary movement to a
revolutionary state: The case of Cuba"

The paper will analyze the context in which the
revolutionary movement of the 26th of July was
formed, its features, and the political traditions of
Cuban revolutionary activities that shaped its behavior.
Secondly, the paper will deal with the context of the
triumph of the revolutionary movement. An important
aspect will be the level of the political and moral
victory attained by the rebels, apart from the total
military defeat of the previous army. Another aspect
addressed is the quick involvement of the US interests
as internal factor in the Cuban affairs, which permitted
the galvanization of the nationalism in support of the
revolutionary government and its charismatic leadership.
Thirdly, the paper will deal with the transformations
implemented by the revolutionary state in the realm
of political culture, mobilization, ideology, social, and
organizational domains, including the military and
security sectors. An important part of that context will
be the influence of foreign experiences and support,
including the role of the USSR and other actors in shaping
the process. An important part of the analysis will be the
way the revolutionary state confirmed its foreign policy
projection to the world, including Latin America.

Santiago Pérez Benitez
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The Sharpeville massacre prompted Kasrils to join the
African National Congress (ANC) in 1960, serving as the
secretary of the ANC-aligned Congress of Democrats
(CoD) in Natal until it was banned in 1962. He was a co-
founder of Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), the ANC’s military
wing, since its inception in 1961, and the head of its
intelligenceatalaterstage.In1994 untilJune 1999, Kasrils
was appointed Deputy Minister of Defense. During this
period he assisted Joe Modise in the amalgamation of
the previous adversarial military forces into a new South
African National Defence Force. He was the Minster of
Intelligence Services between 2004 and 2008, and he led
a few reforms in both the military and the intelligence
establishments.

The armed wing of the African National
Congress and the transition towards peaceful
constitutional political activity

Former Minister for Intelligence Services Ronnie Kasrils,
tells his personal experience of the challenges faced
by the African National Congress (ANC) during the
transition to peaceful political activity. He also explains
the ruptures he faced personally as one of the founders
of the military wing, and as deputy minister of defence
in South Africa following the end of apartheid and the
transition to democracy.
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A Professor at the Central American University (UCA),
and is also an Independent Civil Consultant in Security,
Defense and Democratic Governance. He graduated
in Social Sciences from the National Autonomous
University of Nicaragua. He supervises numerous works
of monographic research at the American University
(UAM), and since 2010 Mr. Cajina is a columnist of the
Digital Atenea Magazine in Spain.

The Changing Ethos of the Nicaraguan Military:
Three stages, three different identities

The institutional development of the Nicaragua military
undergoes three different stages, each one with its own
characteristics but with no continuity solution between
them. The only continuous factor is the formality of
the institution itself, which has experienced successive
metamorphosis to become a different entity from both
its predecessor and successor. Such mutations are not
the result of its own institutional development but of
the influence of surrounding changing political and
economic environment mimicking it.

Lix3ls ging)
Roberto Cajina
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Associate Professor at the Doha Institute for Graduate
Studies. He previously taught at Johns Hopkins University,
Georgetown University.

Transformations of the Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt: the Debate on the Relationship between
Repression and Violence and Revisions

The Muslim Brotherhood has been undergoing
fundamental transformations since being stripped of
authority in the 3 July 2013 Coup. These involuntary
changes have been imposed by the conditions that
followed the coup and the unprecedented state of
repression they have faced. It is true that repression
is not new to the Brotherhood, which has been the
main competitor of the Egyptian state since the late
1940s. However, the repercussions of this repression
on the group’s ideology, discourse, strategy, behavior,
organization and hierarchical structure vary according to
context. The group’s historical experience in dealing with
repression has provided a variety of coping strategies
-from assimilation, patience, and shock absorption, to
confrontation and sometimes resorting to violence. Yet
the current crisis in the group reveals new implications
that differ from previous waves of repression, which this
study attempts to capture and explain.

Khalil Anani
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Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy
Studies, and the Deputy Editor in Chief of Siyasat Arabia.
Saeed earned his PhD in Linguistics from Baghdad’s
Al Mustansiriya University. Saeed’s writing focuses on
intellectual history, critical theory and politics. Saeed
has contributed to the "National Report on Human
Development in Iraq” for the 2009 and 2014 editions. He
is also the author of The Politics of the Symbol and the
End of National Culture in Iraq and Literature and the
Representation of the World.

Jaysh Al Mahdi as a Post-Political Party Phenomenon

Political organizations maintaining an armed wing is
not a novelty. In the history of modern Iraq, traditional
ideological parties (such as the Communist Party, the
Baath Party, and the Kurdish parties) have all had such
structures. The most important feature of these armed
wings, however, was that they were the party’s "weapon"
for gaining power under the coup d’état model that was
dominant at the time. Therefore, the most important
thing in the thinking of these parties was to foster
networks within the army in order to take control of it as
the ideal tool for access to power.
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Haider Saeed
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Assistant researcher at the Arab Center for Research and
Policy Studies and secretary of the journal Siyasat Arabia.
He holds a master in political science and international
relations from the Doha Institute of Graduate Studies.

From Arms to Negotiations: A Comparative Study
of the Transformations of the Syrian Islamist
Movements Ahrar al-Sham, Jaysh al-Islam and
Faylaq al-Sham

After being excluded and subdued for decades, the
Syrian revolution enabled opponents of the regime —in
particular Islamists — to break into the political sphere,
creating a public space outside the reins of power where
political and social actors could present their ideas. In
this context, armed Islamic movements formed, each
ascribing to the same general objectives but divergingin
their proposed meansto achievethem. These movements
sought to take advantage of the opportunities presented
by the revolution to expand their social base and to
assume a central political position. They consequently
implemented changes in discourse, behavior and
structure, especially with the increasing influence of
international and regional actors following the Russian
intervention in 2015 and the balance of power tipping
back in favor of the Syrian regime.
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Senior Lecturer at University of Pretoria; Department of
Historical and Heritage Studies. He holds a BA from King’s

College, University of London and a PhD from Birkbeck,

University of London. His most recent publication is
The ANC and the Liberation Struggle in South Africa:
Essential Writings (2017). Dr. Simpson’s research interests
are: The liberation struggle in Southern Africa; South
African historiography and historians; the rise and fall of

segregation and apartheid; and African revolutionaries.

Armed Propaganda and People’s War: The African
National Congress’s Path to Power, 1984-1994

This paper considers the decisive phase of the liberation
struggle in South Africa, beginning in September 1984
with the commencement of the great township uprising
against the apartheid regime. Though the strategy
and tactics of the African National Congress (ANC) up
until that point had been based on trying to catalyse a
‘People’s War’ by means of ‘Armed Propaganda’, when
the rebellion emerged, it did so independently of the
movement’s existing, underground structures. The paper
details the ANC’s efforts to bring this popular ferment
under its suzerainty. While noting the difficulties
encountered in this regard, the paper shows that the

rebellion did rebound to the ANC’s ultimate advantage,
as those resisting the regime came, for the greater part,

to regard the organisation as the incarnation of their
political aspirations. The rebellion also served as the
kind of force multiplier that ANC strategists had long
sought. These internal developments, combined with
international pressures, induced the South African
government to negotiate. The paper will explore in detail
the question of why the transition towards negotiations
happened, despite the capacity to use arms.
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Known as Abu Azzam al-Tamimi. Supervisor of the
Sahwa councils, and a consultant on arming tribes in
Irag. Worked as head of the political office of Jabhat al-
Karama.

Iraq: The case of the Sahwa councils

This witness account tells the story of its author’s journey
from the Iraqi resistance battalions - local groups (Islamist
and non-Islamist) that fought US forces after the 2003
invasion of Iraq side by side with al-Qaeda and the
Zargawi network, who had a prominent place on the
field — to the Sahwa project, launched in 2007, whose
leaders entered into dialogue with the US and received
support from them to fight al-Qaeda.

wataill jali
Thamer al-Tamimi

oo (b e Gyt all g ag .(agaill @ljc g1l Wy 2ug
Jac . @hall ¢na jilidiell aglwi jLiiwag dganll
aqdlell dalsll danl quoliwll wiSalll i)

dlganll gullaa Gl

dagléall Jilna ga Lanly dalyy éalall ada spu i
Gild (&0 wl g drall ) & 1ha Jilnd (nag délell
] Luin 2003 @lc tna §ly-ell Lagjé » 21 & Spalll cilg all
adal glsg «npglda)jll 41 g dxcldll @ 1hii g a wia
il danll il glaall 13a (a jjiil jgnall dj 5ul
aalgy plag 2007 @alc Glhil (all bdganll ggpina
Jlidl @ el @al ¢y ag ill ésSpoll GLaall 2o [jig-a
Maaclallt

32


IMG_image

Anes Al-Sharif was a former member of Libyan Islamic
Fighting Group (LIFG) who spent 20 years in exile
opposing the Gaddhafi regime. He was a member of the
editorial board of Al-Fajr magazine in London (the official
propaganda magazine issued by the LIFG between 1995 and
2003). During and after the revolution, Al-Sharif became
the spokesperson of Tripoli Military Council (August and
November 2011), the political-military body that ruled parts
of Tripoli after the defeat of Gaddhafi’s forces.

The Transformations of the Libyan Islamic
Fighting Group

The onset of the Arab Spring in early 2011 ignited a
glimmer of hope for real change and the overthrow
of dictatorships that had reigned for decades. This
coincided with jihadi groups running out of options in
their attempts to bring about change through armed
action, which had repeatedly been thwarted by state
security and military forces. The popular uprising
against dictatorships - not an option prior to December
2010 - thus represented a golden opportunity for armed
movements to re-strategize and change their worldview.
Indeed, members of the Libyan Islamic Fighting Group
both in Libya and abroad played a key early role in
all the peaceful activities that led to the “February 17
Revolution”.
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History Teacher at the Universidad de la Republica
(Montevideo, Uruguay). He holds a PhD from New
York University, (2012). Marchesi is the Director of the
Uruguayan Interdisciplinary Studies Center (CEIU), a
specialized center on Uruguayan Recent History. His most
recent book is: Latin America’s Radical Left: Rebellion and
Cold War in the Global 1960s (New York, NY: Cambridge
University Press, 2018).

Transformations after defeat: the cases of
Tupamaros in Uruguay and the Armed Left in
Chile and Argentina.

My work reviews the transition from armed
organizations to political parties in the context of the
redemocratization of the eighties in the southern cone
of Latin America. The paper focuses on three aspects that
are integral to understanding the ways in which political
organizations were successful in their adaptation to
new democratic regimes. Firstly, | assess the impact that
brutal state repression had on the political and cultural
definitions of these activists. Secondly, | evaluate the
ways that ideological changes of these groups affect the
chances of participating in the new democracies. Thirdly,
| study the ways in which amnesty legislations of the
new regimes promoted or limited the possibilities of
adaptation to political participation under democratic
rules. Finally, I will compare the political trajectory of
two key political figures from Argentina and Uruguay,
Enrique Gorriaran Merlo and José Mujjica, to understand
how the three aspects mentioned above interplay in
each political scenario.
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Egyptian politician and human rights activist. Member of
the Egyptian National Council forHumanRights, member
of the British and International Federation of Journalists,
and director of the Najda Human Rights Foundation (UK).
Former spokesperson of the Islamic Group and Political
Advisor to the Construction and Development Party.

The Islamic Group in Egypt: From Armed
Confrontation to Peaceful Political Action

This paper explores the history of the Islamic Group
in Egypt’s formation in the mid-seventies in Egyptian
universities, resulting from many societal interactions
after the earth-shattering defeat of June 1967. This date
marked the real end of the Nasserist experiment and the
beginning of the decline of the Marxist and nationalist
ideas that had dominated the Egyptian student
movement since the July 1952 army movement.
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