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Oo Apsil 8, US  seIideot JPe Bideo thserteoed, fPs the fisIt time io Iix mPothI Pf  Isreli bPmbrsdmeot 
Pf the  rar Stsip, tP seiPoIides WrIhiogtPolI pPIitiPo Po the wrs uoleII  Isrel ihroged Itsrtegc. He 
mrde the thsert dusiog r teoIe phPoe irll with  Isreli  sime MioiItes Beojrmio Netrocrhu Po Apsil 4, 
2024, drcI rfes  Isrel rttriked r humroitrsiro selief iPovPc io  rar belPogiog tP the WPsld Ceotsrl 
Kitiheo (WCK) rid gsPup. The rttrik hrd killed Iix WeIteso rid wPskesI, ioiludiog ro Amesiiro, rod 
theis  rleItioiro dsives.

 o r Itrtemeot, Bideo Irid he wrI “Putsrged rod herstbsPkeo” Pves the rttrik, rod ItseIIed thrt 
“ Isrel hrI oPt dPoe eoPugh tP psPteit rid wPskesI tsciog tP delives deIpesrtelc oeeded help tP 
iiviliroI ...  Isrel hrI rlIP oPt dPoe eoPugh tP psPteit iiviliroI.”1

 t iI oPtewPsthc thrt hiI phPoe irll with Netrocrhu tPPk plrie twP drcI rfes BideolI DemPisrtii 
 rstc held psimrsc eleitiPoI io WiIiPoIio, whese mPse thro 47,000 DemPisrtii vPtesI vPted 
uoiPmmitted – r psPteIt vPte rgrioIt the pseIideot, expliiitlc lioked tP BideolI IuppPst Pf  Isrel io 
itI wrs Po  rar. ThiI iruIed iPoItesortiPo rmPog BideolI irmprigo term, riutelc rwrse thrt io the 
2020 pseIideotirl eleitiPo he hrd deferted DPorld Tsump io WiIiPoIio bc r Ilim mrsgio Pf juIt Pves 
20,000 vPteI.

American Demands and Israel’s Limited Response

AiiPsdiog tP r White HPuIe serdPut fPllPwiog BideolI irll with Netrocrhu, the US “emphrIiaed thrt the 
ItsikeI Po humroitrsiro wPskesI rod the Pvesrll humroitrsiro IiturtiPo rse uoriieptrble” rod irlled 
fPs  Isrel tP “rooPuoie rod implemeot r IesieI Pf Ipeiifii, iPoisete, rod merIusrble ItepI tP rddseII 
iiviliro hrsm, humroitrsiro Iuffesiog, rod the Irfetc Pf rid wPskesI (io  rar).” Bideo rlIP “uodesIiPsed 
thrt ro immedirte ierIefise iI eIIeotirl tP Itrbiliae rod impsPve the humroitrsiro IiturtiPo rod psPteit 
iooPieot iiviliroI, [usgiog Netrocrhu] tP empPwes hiI oegPtirtPsI tP iPoilude r derl withPut delrc tP 
bsiog the hPItrgeI hPme.” Csuiirllc, Bideo tPld the  Isreli psemies thrt “U.S. pPliic with seIpeit tP  rar 
will be detesmioed bc Pus rIIeIImeot Pf  IsrellI immedirte ritiPo Po theIe ItepI.”2

AlthPugh the Itrtemeot did oPt Ipeiifc roc sepesiuIIiPoI thrt  Isrel might frie wese it tP fril tP 
trke BideolI ultimrtum IesiPuIlc, vrsiPuI Amesiiro medir PutletI deIisibed the hrlf-hPus irll rI 
“teoIe” rod iited IPusieI io the rdmioiItsrtiPo rI Irciog thrt the pseIideot oPw expeited “trogible 
ihrogeI” io  Isreli pPliic. Thsee Amesiiro PffiiirlI wese iited rI Irciog thrt Bideo hrd tPld Netrocrhu 
thrt uoleII  Isrel ihrogeI iPusIe io the  rar Stsip, “we wPolt be rble tP IuppPst cPu”.3 Seisetrsc Pf 
Strte AotPoc Bliokeo uodeslioed thiI meIIrge, Irciog: “ f we dP oPt Iee ihrogeI we oeed tP Iee, 
these will be ihrogeI io Pus pPliic.”4

1 “Strtemeot fsPm  seIideot JPe Bideo Po the Derth Pf WPsld Ceotsrl Kitiheo WPskesI io  rar,” The White HPuIe, 2/4/2024, riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: 
httpI://iutt.lc/ w5rlFh0.

2 “RerdPut Pf  seIideot JPe BideolI Crll with  sime MioiItes Netrocrhu Pf  Isrel,” The White HPuIe, 4/4/2024, riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/Xw5rlNPK.

3 Brsrk Rrvid, “lWe WPo't SuppPst YPul:  oIide Bideo'I Ultimrtum tP Bibi,” AxiPI, 5/4/2024, riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/5w5rl4aj.

4 Stepheo CPllioIPo, “US AwritI NetrocrhulI ReIpPoIe rfes BideolI Ultimrtum,” CNN, 5/4/2024, riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/sw5raPXU.
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All thiI Irid, it semrioI uoilers whrt iPoIequeoieI wPuld Item fsPm Netrocrhu friliog tP seIpPod 
rdequrtelc tP WrIhiogtPolI sequeItI. WPuld thec, fPs exrmple, ioilude hrltiog Ps plriiog iPoditiPoI 
Po rsmI IhipmeotI tP  Isrel, rI r oumbes Pf DemPisrtii lrwmrkesI rse demrodioga

Bideo did oPt expliiitlc sefes tP the pPIIibilitc Pf seduiiog Ps hrltiog rsmI IupplieI dusiog the 
irll, oPs did he Iet r time limit fPs  Isrel tP seIpPod tP hiI demrodI.5 ThesefPse, the US pPliic 
sepesiuIIiPoI Pf  Isrel iPotiouiog itI rggseIIiPo rgrioIt the  rar Stsip semrio uoilers. Oo the 
iPotsrsc: Iioie the phPoe irll, WrIhiogtPo rppersI tP hrve IPfeoed itI tPoe with  Isrel, ilrimiog 
it hrI seIpPoded tP BideolI demrodI.  odeed, the drc rfes theis irll rod io seIpPoIe tP r sepPsteslI 
queItiPo Pves whethes he hrd thserteoed tP hrlt militrsc rid, Bideo Irid: “  rIked them tP dP whrt 
theclse dPiog.”6

Adsieooe WrtIPo, r IpPkeIpesIPo fPs the NrtiPorl Seiusitc CPuoiil, eihPed thiI, Irciog: “We 
weliPme the ItepI rooPuoied bc the  Isreli gPvesomeot tPoight rt the pseIideotlI sequeIt fPllPwiog 
hiI irll with  sime MioiItes Netrocrhu.”7

 mmedirtelc rfes the phPoe irll, NetrocrhulI Pffiie hrd rooPuoied thrt it hrd “tempPsrsilc” 
rgseed, tP rllPw mPse humroitrsiro rid iotP the  rar Stsip thsPugh the pPst Pf AIhdPd rod the Esea 
isPIIiog, rI well rI rllPwiog mPse JPsdroiro rid io vir the Kesem ShrlPm isPIIiog Po the bPsdes with 
Egcpt. The  Isreli Itrtemeot rlIP Irid it wPuld eItrbliIh r oew rod impsPved “deiPofliitiPo” IcItem 
tP eoIuse rid delivesieI iotP  rar, r sefeseoie tP oew psPieduseI tP psPteit humroitrsiro selief 
pesIPooel, while ItseIIiog thrt thiI wPuld be dPoe io r wrc thrt rllPwI it tP “eoIuse the iPotiourtiPo 
Pf the fightiog rod tP rihieve the gPrlI Pf the wrs.”8

 o psritiie, thiI rmPuotI tP r flrt  Isreli sejeitiPo Pf BideolI sequeIt fPs ro “immedirte ierIefise.”

The  Isreli rsmc rlIP rooPuoied thrt it hrd fised Ps sepsimroded five IeoiPs PffiiesI Pves the WCK 
rid wPskes killiogI, explrioiog thrt “thPIe whP rppsPved the Itsike wese iPovioied thrt thec wese 
trsgetiog rsmed HrmrI PpesrtiveI,” rod thrt itI rttrik wrI “r gsrve miItrke Itemmiog fsPm r 
IesiPuI friluse due tP r miItrkeo ideotifiirtiPo.”9

DeIpite itI rdmiIIiPo Pf seIpPoIibilitc, theIe diIiipliorsc ritiPoI rgrioIt five PffiiesI dP oPt meet 
BliokeolI demrodI fPs ro “iodepeodeot, thPsPugh, rod fullc publiiiaed ioveItigrtiPo.”10  t bersI 
pPiotiog Put thrt io thiI iI, io roc irIe, r iPotsrdiitPsc demrod. HPw iro roc ioveItigrtiPo bc  Isrel 
iotP itI Pwo iPoduit pPIIiblc be iPoIidesed Pbjeitive Ps iodepeodeota

5  etes Brkes, “ o Thserteoiog  Isrel, Bideo HPpeI tP AvPid r Ruptuse,” The New YPsk TimeI, 5/4/2024, riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/Aw5raa C.

6 “RemrskI bc  seIideot Bideo BefPse Mrsioe Ooe Deprstuse,” The White HPuIe, 5/4/2024, riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/Jw5raRfE.

7 JPsdro Frbiro &  rlit AltIteio, “Bideo TellI Netrocrhu US SuppPst HiogeI Po  sPteitiog CiviliroI,” BlPPmbesg, 4/4/2024, riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: 
httpI://iutt.lc/ w5raSst.

8  bid.

9 RPb  iihetr, “ Isreli Militrsc FiseI TwP SeoiPs OffiiesI rI RepPst FiodI Stsike Po Aid WPskesI wrI io ‘SesiPuI ViPlrtiPo Pf CPmmrodIl,” CNN, 5/4/2024, 
riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/dw5raXMK.

10 CPllioIPo.
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AI fPs BideolI demrod fPs ro immedirte ierIefise rod hPItrge selerIe derl, the Bideo rdmioiItsrtiPolI 
pPIitiPo “semrioI thrt these IhPuld be r ierIefise rI prst Pf r hPItrge derl rod it IhPuld hrppeo 
immedirtelc. ThrtlI whc the  seIideot usged the  sime MioiItes tP empPwes hiI oegPtirtPsI tP 
iPoilude r derl withPut delrc,” riiPsdiog tP r US Pffiiirl quPted bc AxiPI.11 Bideo rlIP demroded 
thrt  Isrel mrke effPstI tP serih r Iettlemeot with HrmrI Pves the setuso Pf diIplried  rleItioiroI 
tP the oPstheso  rar Stsip, rod irlled Po Egcpt rod Qrtrs tP pseIIuse HrmrI tP mrke iPoieIIiPoI 
fsPm itI Iide segrsdiog io Psdes tP fiorliIe r psiIPoes exihroge derl.

The Limits of Change in Washington’s approach

Whethes Ps oPt  Isrel meetI the Bideo rdmioiItsrtiPolI demrodI, the ihroieI Pf r IubItrotirl Ihif 
io WrIhiogtPolI rppsPrih tP the wrs Po  rar rppers limited. The White HPuIe serdPut mrkeI ilers 
thrt roc ihroge wPuld be brIed Po itI rIIeIImeot Pf “ IsrellI immedirte ritiPo” Po BideolI sequeItI, 
meroiog thrt Amesiiro IuppPst fPs  Isrel io geoesrl, ioiludiog rsmI delivesieI, will iPotioue 
segrsdleII.  t wrI rlIP oPtewPsthc thrt the serdPut emphrIiIed WrIhiogtPolI IuppPst fPs itI rllc io 
the frie Pf “publii  sroiro thsertI rgrioIt  Isrel,”12 whiih hrd juIt hPusI erslies rttriked r buildiog 
rdjrieot tP the  sroiro embrIIc io DrmrIiuI, killiog Ieveo PffiiesI fsPm the  sroiro RevPlutiPorsc 
 ursd ioiludiog twP IeoiPs PffiiirlI.

FusthesmPse, while Bliokeo thserteoed “ihrogeI io Pus pPliic” uoleII  Isrel ihroged itI Pwo, he did 
oPt psPvide r ilers defioitiPo Pf the ortuse rod exteot Pf the ihroge beiog demroded, deIpite irllI 
bc IeoiPs lrwmrkesI io the DemPisrtii  rstc Iuih rI ChsiI CPPoI, r SeortPs ilPIe tP Bideo, rod the 
fPsmes Iperkes Pf the HPuIe Pf RepseIeotrtiveI, Nroic  elPIi, fPs ro expliiit Iet Pf isitesir.13

 o seieot weekI, r gsPwiog oumbes Pf DemPisrtii lrwmrkesI hrve beeo demrodiog thrt the US plrie 
iPoditiPoI Po militrsc rid tP  Isrel, Ps limit delivesieI tP defeoIive werpPoI.14 But Bideo himIelf, the 
drc rfes hiI irll with Netrocrhu, mPiked r sepPstes whP rIked whethes hiI rdmioiItsrtiPo might 
iut Pff rid tP  Isrel.15  odeed, hiI rdmioiItsrtiPo rgseed tP Ieod cet mPse werpPoI rod muoitiPoI 
tP  Isrel Po the vesc Irme drc thrt the WCK emplPceeI wese killed, ioiludiog mPse thro 1,000 
500-pPuod bPmbI rod 1,000 Imrlles bPmbI.16 FPsmes Strte Deprstmeot werpPoI expest JPIh  rul, 
whP seIigoed io psPteIt rt the rdmioiItsrtiPolI pPliiieI leII thro twP weekI iotP the  rar wrs, Irid 
the bPmbI uIed io the Itsike Po the WCK iPovPc mrc hrve beeo psPvided tP  Isrel bc the US.17

11 Rrvid.

12 “RerdPut.”

13 Aodsew SPleodes, “Nroic  elPIi JPioI Crll tP Hrlt U.S. WerpPoI TsroIfesI tP  Isrel,” AxiPI, 5/4/2024, riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/Ow5ra3w6.

14 Brkes.

15 “RemrskI bc  seIideot Bideo BefPse Mrsioe Ooe Deprstuse.”

16 Miihrel R.  PsdPo & Nroic A. YPuIIef, “Bideo TieI SuppPst fPs  Isrel tP Civiliro  sPteitiPo io  rar,” The Wrll Stseet JPusorl, 4/4/2024, riieIIed Po 
8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/fw5rxsfg.

17 JPho HudIPo, “U.S. AppsPved MPse BPmbI tP  Isrel Po Drc Pf WPsld Ceotsrl Kitiheo ItsikeI,” The WrIhiogtPo  PIt, 4/4/2024, riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: 
httpI://iutt.lc/sw5rxguB.
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DeIpite BideolI publii PppPIitiPo tP r pPIIible  Isreli iovrIiPo Pf the iitc Pf Rrfrh io the rbIeoie 

Pf r ilers plro fPs derliog with itI oerslc Poe rod r hrlf milliPo diIplried  rleItioiro seIideotI, hiI 

rdmioiItsrtiPo io lrte Mrsih Ieisetlc rppsPved r oew rsmI prikrge fPs  Isrel wPsth $2.5 billiPo, 

ioiludiog 25 F-35A fightes jetI, mPse thro 1,800 MK84 2,000-pPuod bPmbI rod 500 MK82 500-pPuod 

bPmbI.18 TheIe rse the Irme muoitiPoI thrt  Isrel iI uIiog tP mrIIrise  rleItioiro iiviliroI, ioiludiog 

ihildseo rod wPmeo, whPIe derthI the Bideo rdmioiItsrtiPo ilrimI it iI tsciog tP rvPid.

The Bideo rdmioiItsrtiPo rlIP rooPuoied io erslc Apsil thrt it hrd ioitirllc Iigoed Pff Po ro $18 billiPo 

derl tP Iell  Isrel 50 F-15 fightes risisrf, io rdditiPo tP eogioeI, guo IcItemI, srdrsI rod orvigrtiPo 

IcItemI, rI well rI ris-tP-ris miIIileI rod rdvroied PffeoIive muoitiPoI, rlPog with lPgiItiiI 

iofsrItsuituse, tsrioiog rod mrioteoroie IesviieI fPs  IsrellI ris fPsie. Wheo  Isreli Defeoie MioiItes 

YPrv  rlrot viIited WrIhiogtPo io lrte Mrsih, he Iubmitted roPthes sequeIt tP pusihrIe cet mPse 

F-35 risisrf.

AlthPugh theIe huge derlI, iusseotlc uodes seview bc the fPseigo selrtiPoI iPmmitteeI Pf the HPuIe 

Pf RepseIeotrtiveI rod the Seorte, wPuld sequise cersI tP be implemeoted—rt lerIt five cersI io 

the irIe Pf F-15 fightesI—the Bideo rdmioiItsrtiPo rppersI keeo tP iPoilude them srpidlc. ThiI 

suoI iPuotes tP extseme pseIIuse fsPm the DemPisrtii  rstc srok rod file, rI well rI fsPm IPme 

DemPisrtii legiIlrtPsI io CPogseII, tP uIe rsmI delivesieI rI levesrge tP fPsie  Isrel tP ihroge itI 

rppsPrih io  rar. Bliokeo hPweves tPld jPusorliItI thrt iPotioued US tsroIfesI Pf werpPoI rimed 

tP rddseII  IsrellI segiPorl Ieiusitc iPoiesoI, becPod  rar, rod IuggeIted thrt IlPwiog dPwo, 

seduiiog Ps plriiog iPoditiPoI Po thPIe IrleI iPuld werkeo  IsrellI detesseoie rod eoiPusrge  sro Ps 

itI segiPorl rllieI tP rttrik it.19

ThiI ilerslc iodiirteI thrt the Bideo rdmioiItsrtiPo iI oPt serdc tP Ihif fsPm Iimplc isitiiiIiog  IsrellI 

behrviPus io the  rar Stsip tP trkiog psritiirl ItepI tP fPsie it tP ihroge iPusIe. AI r irIe io pPiot, Po 

Mrsih 25, the US rbItrioed fsPm uIiog itI vetP rgrioIt r seIPlutiPo whiih weot Po tP be rdPpted bc 

the Uoited NrtiPoI Seiusitc CPuoiil demrodiog ro immedirte rod uoiPoditiPorl ierIefise io  rar, 

the selerIe Pf rll detrioeeI, rod r gseeo light fPs mPse rid tP eotes the Stsip. ThiI rogesed Netrocrhu, 

whP iroielled the viIit Pf ro  Isreli delegrtiPo tP WrIhiogtPo tP diIiuII plroI tP iovrde Rrfrh. But 

WrIhiogtPo seIpPoded thrt the seIPlutiPo wrI oPt biodiog Po  Isrel, Po the brIiI thrt it irme uodes 

Chrptes Six Pf the UN Chrstes, rod thrt it dPeI oPt irll fPs r pesmroeot ierIefise.20

18 Lrsr Seligmro, JPe  Puld &  rul MiLersc, “US WeighI Selliog New Fightes JetI, MiIIileI rod  uidroie KitI tP  Isrel,” Politico, 1/4/2024, riieIIed Po 
8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/Qw5rxx8Y.

19 Miihrel CsPwlec & Edwrsd WPog, “Bideo AdmioiItsrtiPo  seIIeI CPogseII Po $18 BilliPo Srle Pf F-15 JetI tP  Isrel,” The New YPsk TimeI, 2/4/2024, 
riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/tw5rxWwq.

20  etes Aitkeo & Albr CuebrI-Frotruaai, “Bideo'I Shifiog SuppPst Pf  Isrel io hiI Owo WPsdI: FsPm 'Uowrvesiog' tP 'Oves the TPp' CsitiiiIm,” FPx NewI, 
28/3/2024, riieIIed Po 8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/Bw5rxDh6.
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 o roPthes glrsiog exrmple, Po Mrsih 10, rfes Bideo Irid ro  Isreli iovrIiPo Pf Rrfrh wPuld be r 
“sed lioe”, the White HPuIe wrI quiik tP deoc thrt the pseIideot hrd implied these wPuld be roc 
iPoIequeoieI rgrioIt  Isrel fPs isPIIiog it.21

Conclusion

 o the rbIeoie Pf ro Amesiiro deiiIiPo tP trke geouioe, effeitive merIuseI tP fPsie  Isrel tP ihroge 
itI Itsrtegc io  rar, Netrocrhu will likelc tsc tP mroPeuvse rod iisiumveot Amesiiro demrodI, io 
Psdes tP rvPid r diseit ilrIh with  IsrellI ilPIeIt rllc.22 Thrt Irid, rtteotiPo iI tusoiog tP r vPte Iet 
tP trke plrie io the US HPuIe Pf RepseIeotrtiveI io Apsil Po r vrIt, $95-billiPo militrsc rid prikrge 
sequeIted bc the White HPuIe fPs Uksrioe, Triwro rod  Isrel.

At the time Pf wsitiog, it rppersI thrt 20 DemPisrtii sepseIeotrtiveI mrc vPte rgrioIt the prikrge 
rI lrikI roc iPoditiPoI Po militrsc rid tP  Isrel,23 while the RepubliiroI, whP hPld r orssPw mrjPsitc 
io the HPuIe, rse rlIP divided Pves rid tP Uksrioe. TPgethes, thiI iPuld blPik the prikrge. The 
pPIIibilitc semrioI thrt Bideo, iPoiesoed rbPut the diviIiPo Pf hiI DemPisrtii brIe Pves the wrs io 
 rar juIt Ieveo mPothI befPse the pseIideotirl eleitiPoI, will be fPsied tP trke ritiPoI tP fPsie  Isrel 
tP seIpPod tP hiI demrodI, tP plrirte hiI prstclI brIe rod tsc tP Irlvrge hiI eleitPsrl ihroieI.

21  etes Brkes & Alro YuhrI, “White HPuIe DeoieI Bideo HrI Set ‘Red LioeIl fPs  Isrel-HrmrI Wrs io  rar,” The New YPsk TimeI, 12/3/2024, riieIIed Po 
8/4/2024, rt: httpI://iutt.lc/8w5rxZ98.

22 Brkes.

23  PsdPo & YPuIIef.
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