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Introduction: After the Shock
O e cti n ci-l Pc ai  o, fc  ieo   t ry the bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe ct ocwn  n 7 Oft re  2023, Ph fkeo 
the tP ceii  ff  cti n c my cno the Pettie P  f the P -fciieo oc c ennei  e, Pt nning the enti e w  io, 
infi oing the bciePtinicnP themPeineP. ThiP Ph fk wcP j Ptifieo ry the P  hiPtifcti n  f the   e cti n, 
the miiitc y t  iP cno tcftifP em i yeo, cno the P ffePPf i tcke ne   f tP ceii miiitc y PiteP. The Pight  f 
bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe fighte P f  PPing the fenfe retween the oc c et i  cno tP ceii PettiementP wcP 
 eminiPfent  f Egy ticn P ioie P f  PPing the Bc  Len Line, Pet    ci ng the ecPte n rcnkP  f the e e  
Ccnci f ii wing tP cei’P  ff  cti n  f einci in the 1967 wc . lim Pt excftiy fifty yec P Pe c cteP the 
tw  f  PPingP – 6 Oft re  1973 t  7 Oft re  2023 – r t the Ph fk wcP n t feit in the Pcme wcy. By the 
enening  f the fi Pt ocy  f ci-l Pc ai  o, it hco m tcteo, tcking  n nc i  P f  mP.

a   the tP ceii  ff  cti n Ptcte, it P c keo c  Pyfh i gifci t c mc thct initiciiy f i  ieo the Ptcte (f   
ocyP, the bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe f ntin eo t  h io tP ceii miiitc y   Piti nP, ic nfh cttcfkP, cno engcge 
in ficPheP oee  inPioe the oc c ennei  e). Thct t c mc then t cnPf  meo the  ff  cti n int  “c 
w  noeo, ocnge   P m nPte ,” in the w  oP  f l mi BiPhc c, iecoing it int  c  cm cge thct hcP ieneiieo 
 ePioentici neighr   h  oP cno thei  inf cPt  ft  e, cno wi eo enti e fcmiiieP f  m the  egiPt y.

ThiP wc  iP  n  efeoenteo in Pfcie, cn   fhePt cteo gen fioe fc  ieo   t t  ethnifciiy fiecnPe n  the n 
oc c  f itP inhcritcntP cno ex ei them t  the P  th, Pheiiing cno kiiiing them enen cP they P  ght 
 ef ge. The Pit cti n  ePemrieP meoienci wc fc e in mcny  eP eftP, with the f m iete f t-    f 
wcte  cno eieft ifity, n t  niy f   the     icti n, r t ciP  f   h P itciP. Enen the h P itciP hcne reen 
r mreo ci ng with thei   ctientP,  c cmeoifP, cno the oiP icfeo  e  ie wh  reiieneo themPeineP 
t  hcne f  no  ef ge in itP f   tyc o. The  ff  cti n iP rehcning iike c gcng  f ri  othi Pty rcnoitP, 
kiiiing f   kiiiing’P Pcke,  cioing the niiicge, mcPPcf ing itP inhcritcntP, cno r  ning it t  the g   no – 
in f ii niew  f the w  io, whiie cfting cP th  gh the Pcme w  io neithe  PeeP n   hec P. lno oeP ite 
the fcft thct miiii nP c   no the gi re o  in fcft rec  witnePP t  thePe ct  fitieP thcnkP t  t coiti nci 
cno new meoic, iike the Miooie lgeP, n   ne    teftP the niftim  f the cttcfk, cno n   ne h ioP the 
cgg ePP   cff  ntcrie.

ln  rPe ncti n m Pt re mcoe he e, th  gh it iP  n eicteo t  the P rjeft ct hcno. The e iP c 
wioeP  eco n ti n thct the fe  fity  f the  ff  ie ’P  ecfti n fcn re ex icineo – cno f   P me, iP 
j Ptifieo – ry the h miiicti n  f ci-l Pc ai  o. tt iP th P Peeking t   ePt  e itP Ptct  e, i fciiy cno 
inte ncti nciiy. ThiP ex icncti n iP incoe  cte. Whct ex icinP the  ff  cti n Ptcte’P rehcni    iP 
Pim iy thct it iP cn  ff  ying, f i nici Ptcte in r th itP ioentity cno f no ft. ThiP iP the nct  e  f 
the tP ceii Ptcte, cno thiP iP whct it o eP cP c Ptcte r iit  n  ff  cti n. Dio f i nici a cnfe f mmit 
ct  fitieP in lige ic – itP Pf  fheo ec th   iify, gen fioe, mcPPcf eP, inte nment fcm P, cno f  feo 
oiP icfement – in cn e   t t   ePt  e itP i Pt o mePtif    inte ncti nci Ptct  e? N t ct cii. Rcthe , 
it wcP Pim iy cfting iike c Pettie  f i nici Ptcte.
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Ret  ning t  the Ptcte  f Ph fk thct f ii weo ci-l Pc ai  o, the cPt niPhment  f the Uniteo etcteP 
cno the WePt in gene ci, with  c e exfe ti nP, refcme c kino  f inPcnity, c mentci oiP  oe  thct 
entciiP c f m iete i PP  f the f nfti nP  f  e fe ti n, oiPf imincti n, mem  y, cno  the  fcf itieP. 
ThiP inPcnity then     eiieo the WePt t wc oP c r tt miePP m  ci cryPP. ttP iexif n wcP P ooeniy 
em tieo  f ene y w  o  em teiy  eicteo t  the   infi ieP  f inte ncti nci h mcnitc icn icw, the 
Miooie EcPt  ecfe    fePP,    fcim cno  ePt cint. tt P  ke  niy  f “tP cei’P  ight t  oefeno itPeif” 
cno the neeo f   c “ewift, DefiPine, One wheiming,”  eP  nPe whiie oem niPing the bciePtinicn 
 ePiPtcnfe cno e  cting itP   enPine with c te     cttcfk  n  c  with 9 / 11. WePte n  fficiP i Pt 
the mentci fcf ity  f  e fe ti n cno oiPf imincti n, cno P  mcoe n  oiPtinfti n retween cfti n 
cno  ecfti n in  eP  nPe t  ci-l Pc ai  o. ai Pt they Pt i  eo the   e cti n f  m the f ntext  f the 
 ff  cti n –   , m  e cff  cteiy, Pettie  f i niciiPm – then iP icteo it f  m cn extenoeo Pe ieP  f 
cfti nP cno  ecfti nP, the fi Pt reing the Nckrc  f 1948, cno then t  e it f  m itP m Pt immeoicte 
f ntext cP c oi eft  ecfti n t  the ni icti nP  f the  ff  cti n, c my, cno Pettie P, o  ing the 
JewiPh h iiocy  f e kk t (29 ee temre -6 Oft re  2023).

The WePt’P mem  y f nfti n wcP Pimiic iy oiPcrieo, wi ing   t itP he f iecn e   tP t  f  nte  the 
R PPicn cgg ePPi n cgcinPt Uk cine. The P     t it hco   eni  Piy m riiiPeo f    ff  ieo Uk cine 
cgcinPt the R PPicn  ff  cti n inPteco fl weo m  e r  coiy cno ri ntiy, t  r iPte ing the tP ceii 
 ff  cti n cgcinPt  ff  ieo bciePtine.

The Ph fk  f l cr  fficio m oen ineo int  c Pene e Ptcte  f oiP  ientcti n, i Ping cny PenPe  f itP 
 wn ioentity cno cii itP tem   ci cno P ctici rec ingP. li-l Pc ai  o th ew the  ffici   Piti nP 
 f inoinio ci l cr PtcteP int  oiPc  cy, in wcyP thct nc ieo f  m  ne Ptcte t  the next. The e iP n  
neeo t  oePf ire thePe oi e enfeP ry fctci g ing  eP  nPeP t  the   e cti n, c mecningiePP    fePP 
ginen thct, cP ex efteo, n   eP  nPe wcP c tif icteo in P     t  f the   e cti n. The  P ci Pfhemc 
f   fcteg  iPing   Piti nP – thct iP, P me PtcteP P     t the   e cti n,  the P     Pe it, cno P me 
hcne  ePe ncti nP –iP th P  PeiePP in thiP fcPe. l cr PtcteP hcne iPP eo P ffePPine  ffici PtctementP 
thct c e cnciicrie  n the werPiteP  f f  eign miniPt ieP,  ffici newP cgenfieP,    newP werPiteP; 
whifh neeo n t re  enieweo he e.

tnPteco, thiP  c e  iP f nfe neo with cn excmincti n  f the oiP  ientcti n enioent in  ffici l cr 
 eP  nPeP ( i  ci) t  O e cti n ci-l Pc ai  o cno h w cno in whifh  eP eftP thePe m   heo int  cn 
 ffici l cr   Piti n (Ping ic ) f ii wing the tP ceii cPPc it  n oc c. ThiP   Piti n iP c tif icteo in 
ReP i ti n 8987 iPP eo ry the C  nfii  f the Lecg e  f l cr etcteP ct the ienei  f f  eign miniPte P.

T  oicgn Pe the Ptcte  f oiP  ientcti n enioent in the  ffici l cr   Piti n – mecning the i PP  f 
th Pe in   we  in l cr f  nt ieP  f cny cwc enePP  f thei  ioentity, Ptct P in the gi rci PyPtem, 
cno the m ment they we e witnePPing – thei   het  ifciiy ex  ePPeo   Piti nP m Pt re f m c eo 
t  ct iecPt th ee  the    Piti nP: the l cr     ic    Piti n, ex  ePPeo P  ntcne  Piy  n P fici 
meoic cno P rPe  entiy in oem nPt cti nP cno     ic  PtcnfeP; the tP ceii   Piti n, ex  ePPeo 



On the Offici l cr b Piti n  n O e cti n l Pc ai  o cno the e rPe  ent tP ceii O enPine  n oc c 

3

 het  ifciiy cno miiitc iiy; cno the  ffici WePte n   Piti n, ex  ePPeo  het  ifciiy,   iitifciiy, cno 
in the meoic (cno miiitc iiy in the Ue fcPe). tt tckeP n  g ect e   t t  f nfi oe thct the  ffici 
oiPf   Pe  eflefteo in the PtctementP  f th Pe in   we  in l cr f  nt ieP, cith  gh they we e n t 
ex efteo t  P     t ci-l Pc ai  o f    ecP nP thct c e immcte ici he e, ke t itP oiPtcnfe f  m 
the     ic  l cr   Piti n – whifh Pcw the   e cti n cP c nift  y f   bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe cno 
PtecofcPtnePP cno c mePPcge  f h  e f   the bciePtinicn fc Pe – cno o ew nec e  cno nec e  t  the 
 ffici WePte n   Piti n, whifh Pcw it cP c “te    iPt”   e cti n ic nfheo ry “miiitcntP” cgcinPt 
“finiiicnP” in “tP cei.” Whiie it wcP n t icreiieo cP te    iPm in the  ffici l cr oiPf   Pe, it wcP n t 
oen  nfeo in the PtctementP  f P me l cr f  nt ieP. Rcthe , the   e cti n wcP    t cyeo cP c 
t igge  f   “ePfcicti n” thct  e  i eP “fcim” cno “ ePt cint” f  m “r th PioeP.” tn f nPe  enfe, the 
“f noemncti n  f the kiiiing  f finiiicnP  n r th PioeP” iP c f noemncti n  f ci-l Pc ai  o itPeif.

I. Early Official Arab Responses: A Reading of the Terms of Discourse

t oiPting iPh inoinio ci,  ffici l cr  eP  nPeP f  m the  ffici l cr   Piti n, ry whifh t mecn 
the mcinPt ecm   Piti n. lP n teo cr ne, t wiii n t  eniew  ffici l cr PtcnfeP  n ci-l Pc ai  o 
 ne ry  ne, r t wiii inPteco fcif icte the f e  enfy  f fe tcin  h cPeP in  ffici PtctementP thct 
c tif icte thei    Piti nP. ThiP cii wP the ioentififcti n  f  het  ifci    oiPf  Pine  ctte nP thct 
c e  e ecteoiy,  c eiy,    nene  f  no in  ffici PtctementP with  t  c Ping t  fcteg  iPe ecfh 
Ptcte’P   Piti n. tn t  n, thiP hei P t  fhc t the  cth t wc oP l cr Lecg e ReP i ti n 8987, whifh 
wcP iPP eo f    ocyP cfte  O e cti n ci-l Pc ai  o cno the P rPe  ent  n  efeoenteo tP ceii wc  
 n oc c. B t m  e im   tcntiy, m nit  ing the f e  enfy  f  h cPeP ciP  cii wP  eflefti n  n the 
f m  nentP  f the  ffici l crif oiPf   Pe cno itP   enciiing icng cge cno iexif n.

The octc f    P  Peo t  cnciyPe the f e  enfy  f  h cPeP infi oeP  ffici PtctementP iPP eo  n 
7 cno 8 Oft re  ry Egy t, T niPic, lige ic, Lercn n, ey ic, J  ocn, M   ff , Qctc , K wcit, the 
Uniteo l cr Emi cteP, ec oi l cric, Omcn, cno t c . lfte   ecoing the textP, t ioentifieo c Pet  f 
 h cPeP inoifctine  f the   Piti n  n ci-l Pc ai  o cno then mcn ciiy fcif icteo thei  f e  enfy. 
ThePe  h cPeP cno thei  f e  enfy c e cP f ii wP: ex  ePPing f nfe n (Penen timeP); fciiing f   
 ePt cint (Penen timeP); c  eciing t  the inte ncti nci f mm nity (Pix timeP); fciiing f   oe-
ePfcicti n (Pix timeP); fciiing f   the    tefti n  f finiiicnP (fine timeP); h ioing tP cei  eP  nPirie 
(f    timeP);  efe  ing t  the tP ceii  ff  cti n (f    timeP); fciiing f   cn eno t  ni ienfe (th ee 
timeP);  efe  ing t  cttcfkP  n h iy PiteP (twife);  efe  ing t  tP ceii    n fcti nP ( nfe);  efe  ing 
t   cfici oiPf imincti n ( nfe);  efe  ing t  the ri fkcoe ( nfe). t hcne iii Pt cteo the f e  enfy  f 
 h cPeP in c w  o fi  o.
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Figure 1: Word cloud of the main phrases used in official Arab statements following Operation al-Aqsa Flood

e   fe: l th  ’P   e c cti n  Ping w  iofi  oP.f m, rcPeo  n c Pet  f  ffici PtctementP f  m 
Pene ci l cr PtcteP

1. Recurrent phrases

c. Ex  ePPing f nfe n

Offici l cr PtctementP we e o mincteo ry ex  ePPi nP  f “f nfe n” cr  t “oenei  mentP” in the oc c 
et i . tt iP c  h cPe  ften, if n t ciwcyP,  Peo ry UN Pef etc ieP-gene ci. The UN Pef etc y-gene ci ex  ePPeP 
f nfe n cr  t inte ncti nci f iPeP refc Pe hiP   ie iP t  “r ing t  the cttenti n  f the eef  ity C  nfii cny 
mctte  whifh in hiP   ini n mcy th ecten the mcintencnfe  f inte ncti nci  ecfe cno Pef  ity” (l tifie 
99, UN Chc te ). eim iy ry  tte ing thiP  h cPe, “We ex  ePP     f nfe n cr  t P fh-cno-P fh”, they r ing 
it t  the cttenti n  f the eef  ity C  nfii cno the inte ncti nci f mm nity cP c wh ie, whiie icfking the 
c th  ity t  tcke c   Piti n  n cn iPP e cno ex  ePP it  n rehcif  f the Uniteo Ncti nP. lr ne cii, the 
Uniteo Ncti nP itPeif iP cn inte g ne nmentci   gcniPcti n with n  c th  ity inoe enoent  f memre  
PtcteP, neithe  in oefiPi n-mcking n   in the exef ti n  f oefiPi nP. The Pt  ft  eP cno oyncmifP  f UN 
 eP i ti nP c e weii kn wn,  c tif ic iy the  ight  f  e mcnent memre P  f the eef  ity C  nfii t  net  
 eP i ti nP. tt iP,  cthe , P ne eign PtcteP thct   PPePP the c th  ity t  oefioe cno ex  ePP cno im iement 
c oefiPi n     eP i ti n. The ex  ePPi n  f “f nfe n” cP f  no in  ffici l cr PtctementP iP th P c 
icng cge ciien t  Ptcte oiPf   Pe. We neeo  niy f m c e the icng cge  f the  ffici PtctementP iPP eo 
ry WePte n f  nt ieP, ic ge cno Pmcii, with thct  f thei  l cr  ee P t  Pee thct the f  me  ex  ePPeo fiec , 
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 nf m   miPing,  ne  in fci P     t  f the  ff  cti n Ptcte cno f noemncti n  f ci-l Pc ai  o, whiie 
the ictte  c tif icteo n  f nf ete   Piti n, with the exfe ti n  f the  h cPe “Ptcno with the bciePtinicn 
 e  ie,” whifh wcP f  no twife in the PtctementP.

r. Cciiing f    ePt cint

l “fcii f    ePt cint” wcP menti neo cP f e  entiy cP the ex  ePPi n  f f nfe n (Penen timeP). lt 
fi Pt gicnfe, it mcy re  nfiec  whethe  thiP fcii iP coo ePPeo t  the  ff  cti n Ptcte    t  r th the 
 ff  cti n Ptcte cno the iecoe P  f the bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe. H wene , i  king ct the f   eicti n 
retween the fcii f    ePt cint cno the  h cPe “r th PioeP” (  , in  ne Ptctement “cii  c tieP” cno, 
in cn the , “ry cny  c ty”), it ref meP fiec  thct the fcii f    ePt cint iP coo ePPeo t  r th the 
 ff  cti n Ptcte cno the bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe. The f e  enfy with whifh thiP  h cPe iP  e ecteo 
mcy re  noe Ptcnocrie ginen fec P cr  t the fcte  f the ic ge n mre   f fc tineP (in the  ePiPtcnfe 
oiPf   Pe)    h PtcgeP (in  the   ffici cno  n ffici oiPf   PeP) tcken ry the  ePiPtcnfe o  ing 
ci-l Pc ai  o, infi oing finiiicnP cno n n-tP ceii f  eigne P, r t the e  incienfe retween the tw  
 c tieP thct it cPP meP, in fciiing  n r th t  exe fiPe  ePt cint cP if they we e e  ciiy mctfheo, iP n t. 
The wcy thct  ffici WePte n oiPf   Pe oef ntext ciiPeP the te m “ ePt cint” iP ciP   noe Ptcnocrie 
– cfte  cii, it Pt i P O e cti n ci-l Pc ai  o cno the  ePiPtcnfe cP c wh ie f  m itP f ntext cno thiP 
iP ty ifci  f WePte n   iitifci cno meoic oiPf   Pe, cno enen e iPtem i gifci oiPf   Pe. Whct iP n t 
 noe Ptcnocrie iP f    ffici l cr oiPf   Pe t  riinoiy fcii in iine rehino itP WePte n f  nte  c t.

“RePt cint” iP n t me eiy c iing iPtif ex  ePPi n, r t ciP  c   iitifci te m thct eme geo in c P efifif 
f ntext, cno it Ph  io re Pit cteo within thiP f ntext. The te m eme geo in C nfe t  f E    e e c 
in the fi Pt hcif  f the nineteenth fent  y; it mecnt, cm ng  the  thingP, thct the mcj     we P 
Ph  io  ef cin f  m tcking concntcge  f      t nitieP t  ex cno te  it  iciiy (whct wcP then fciieo 
te  it  ici      t niPm). tnP i eo ry the f nfe t,  ePec fhe P c g eo thct the Uniteo etcteP, cP the 
exiPting P  e   we  Ph  io exe fiPe  ePt cint if it P  ght c Ptcrie w  io   oe  ry, f   excm ie, gining 
cPfenoent   we P f nPioe cti n f mmenP  cte with thei  g  wing   we ,  ef cining f  m t ecting 
Ue inte ePtP cP c  e mcnent   i  ity, cno crcno ning Ph  t-te m   iitifci nift  ieP ct the ex enPe 
 f  the P. ThiP iP  ePt cint in f ntext: the  riigcti n  f the Pt  nge   c ty t   ePt cin itP rehcni    
t wc oP the wecke   c ty cP f mmenP  cte with the wecke   c ty’P oemcnoP f    ef gniti n cno 
the  ight t  exiPt. tt oio n t oen te, cP it hcP f me t  re  noe Pt  o, the f mmitment  f r th  c tieP 
t  “fcim,” “g  o j ogment,” “   oenfe,” cno  the  P fh te mP thct c e wh iiy  n eicteo t  the 
f ntext  f cn exiPtentici Pt  ggie retween c r  tci, f i nici  ff  cti n cno c PtecofcPt  ePiPtcnfe 
m nement  e  ePenting c  e  ie wh  Pt  ggie ociiy f   P  ninci cno the  ePt  cti n  f thei  icno 
cno  ightP. tt PeemP fiec  thct the  ffici l cr oiPf   Pe iP fciiing  n the bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe t  
exe fiPe “ ePt cint” cno “   oenfe” with  t cn  noe Ptcnoing  f the mecning  f  ePt cint.
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f. Cciiing f   oe-ePfcicti n cno cn eno t  ni ienfe

l fcii f   oe-ePfcicti n wcP  e ecteo Pix timeP,  niy Piightiy iePP f e  entiy thcn fciiP f    ePt cint 
(the  h cPe iP Pimiic  t  fciiP f   cn eno t  ni ienfe, whifh wcP menti neo th ee timeP), cno cP in fcPe 
cr ne, it wcP fi Peiy cPP ficteo with the  h cPe “r th PioeP.” tn fcft, the te m “oe-ePfcicti n” itPeif 
iegitimiPeP the  Pe  f the te m “wc ” t  oePf ire miiitc y h PtiiitieP retween the  ff  cti n Ptcte 
cno  ePiPtcnfe fcfti nP. The Pcme iP t  e  f “cPymmet if wc fc e,” c te m thct o mincteP miiitc y 
cnciyPeP, l cr cno n n-l cr ciike. t wiii n t  c Pe t  f  the  f nPioe  the f nfe t, n t  niy refc Pe 
 f P cfe f nPioe cti nP, r t refc Pe it  rni  Piy  e  i eP f f Ping  n i nge   e i oP  f the tP ceii-
bciePtinicn “f nflift”  cthe  thcn r ief  e i oP in whifh the bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe  eP  noP t  c 
n n-Pt  , ociiy Pe ieP  f tP ceii cttcfkP in whifh n  oiPtinfti n iP mcoe retween finiiicn cno miiitc y, 
whethe  in oefining the cgg ePP      the niftim  f cgg ePPi n. bc enthetifciiy, t n te the inf he enfe 
 f the c g ment thct the f nflift in the Miooie EcPt regcn cP cn tP ceii-l cr f nflift cno then, cfte  
the fi Pt wcne  f n  mciiPcti n, refcme cn tP ceii-bciePtinicn f nflift, cP if the oyncmifP  f the 
f nflift  emcineo the Pcme cno whct fhcngeo wcP the  c tieP t  it. The extenPine  Pe  f the te m 
“oe-ePfcicti n” in the f ntext  f  ePiPtcnfe t  f i nici  ff  cti n Pe neP  het  ifciiy t   efcPt tP ceii 
cgg ePPi n cP cPymmet if wc fc e – n t c wc  with c meo  ePiPtcnfe g    P, r t  cthe  cgcinPt 
cn  nc meo  e  ie hc r   ing “te    iPt g    P”    “miiiticP.” ThiP iP the oefiniti n  f cPymmet if 
wc fc e,    ct iecPt the f  m  f cPymmet if wc fc e thct iP inn keo in tP ceii cno WePte n oiPf   Pe 
t  oePf ire whct the tP ceii  ff  cti n Ptcte iP o ing.

Regc oiePP  f the c   eficti n ex  ePPeo f   the bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe cno itP criiity t  inflift hc m 
 n the  ff  ying enemy – f   P me, thiP c   eficti n wcP ex  ePPeo cP   ioe in the  ePiPtcnfe whiie 
f    the P it wcP ex  ePPeo in cwe in itP criiity t  oenei   itP fc criiitieP oeP ite enemy rePiegement 
cno crcno nment ry ciiieP – thiP iP n  wcy e  incient t  cn “ePfcicti n” cno, P rPe  entiy, cn 
cPP meo  c ity retween thiP ePfcicti n cno thct  f the  ff  cti n Ptcte, r th the c my cno Pettie P. 
He e we neeo  niy r iefly    te the oi eft    f the tnte ncti nci C mmittee  f the Reo C  PP, in 
the mioPt  f the ew  o  f Je  Pciem rcttie  f 2021: “The intenPity  f the f nflift iP P mething we 
hcne n t Peen ref  e, with n n-Pt   ci Pt ikeP in oenPeiy     icteo oc c cno   fketP  ecfhing rig 
fitieP in tP cei. lP c  eP it, fhiio en c e oying  n r th PioeP. a    e  ie in oc c, cffePP t  h P itciP 
cno  the  nitci inf cPt  ft  e hcP ref me ne y f m iifcteo refc Pe  f the infePPcnt ci Pt ikeP cno 
mcj   ocmcge t    coP cno r iioingP. lft  P  n the g   no m Pt Pt   thiP fyfie  f ni ienfe. The 
  ieP c e f yPtci fiec : CiniiicnP m Pt re    tefteo ct cii timeP. ecoiy, thct iP n t the fcPe t ocy” 
(em hcPiP cooeo).1 ThiP iP j Pt  ne  het  ifci inPtcnfe in cn  PtenPiriy ne t ci Ptctement thct Pt ineP 
mightiiy t  ePtcriiPh thct the e iP cn “ePfcicti n” retween “tw   c tieP.” Yet, the ex  ePPi n ret cyP 
it, n t refc Pe  f P me fc it in the iing iPtif Pignifie , r t in whct it PignifieP. Of f   Pe, whct wcP 

1 While the English text urges for the end of this "cycle of violence" it does use the term "escalation". The Arabic translation however 
states “We call on all parties involved to proactively protect civilians, de-escalate and allow us to help people.” See: International 
Committee of the Red Cross, "Israel and the Occupied Territories: The Escalation between Gaza and Israel Must Stop and Urgent 
Humanitarian Action Must Begin Immediately", 16/5/2021, accessed 26/10/2023 at: https://tinyurl.com/3jmuwbbw

https://tinyurl.com/3jmuwbbw
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ex efteo f  m the  ff  cti n Ptcte in the cfte mcth  f ci-l Pc ai  o, cno whct in fcft hc  eneo, 
wcP fc  w  Pe thcn cnything the oc c et i  witnePPeo in 2021 cno ref  e thct, r t the  ffici l cr 
oiPf   Pe f ntin eo t  fcii the r  tci cft  f  ff  cti n cno the iimiteo  eP  nPe ry the  ePiPtcnfe cn 
“ePfcicti n” ry “r th PioeP,” fciiing f   cn eno t  it, in iine with the WePte n   Piti n.

o. Cciiing f   the    tefti n  f finiiicnP cno cn c  eciing t  the inte ncti nci f mm nity

l fcii f   the    tefti n  f finiiicnP wcP ciP  f e  entiy menti neo. He e, the  efe enfe wcP ct timeP 
t  bciePtinicn finiiicnP cno ct  the  timeP t  “finiiicnP f  m r th PioeP”    “f  m cny Pioe.” With the 
exfe ti n  f  ne Ptctement, it wcP n t fiec  whethe  the fcii f   the    tefti n  f the bciePtinicnP 
   bciePtinicn  e  ie wcP oi efteo ct the  ff  cti n Ptcte    the inte ncti nci f mm nity, r t 
we wiii  c Pe ct the f  me  – thct iP, the oemcno thct the  ff  cti n Ptcte cno itP c my    teft 
finiiicnP. ThiP  het  if iP rcPeo  n tP cei reing the oe fcft  cno oe j  e  ff  ying   we . l tifie 
27  f the a   th oenenc C nnenti n (1949), f   excm ie, PtcteP thct finiiicnP “Phcii ct cii timeP 
re h mcneiy t ecteo, cno Phcii re    tefteo eP eficiiy cgcinPt cii cftP  f ni ienfe    th ect 
the e f.” The e iP n  neeo t  ex cno f  the   n thiP   int, whethe  t  ex i  e the im iifcti nP  f 
finiiicnP iining  noe  cn  ff  ying   we     t   ef  nt the hiPt  y  f the tP ceii  ff  cti n Ptcte’P 
ni icti nP  f thePe te mP. tnoeeo, in the wcke  f ci-l Pc ai  o, ocy ry ocy, the  ff  cti n Ptcte iP 
 eg ePPing f  the  int  meoienci   cftifeP,  nr  no ry f Pt mP, icwP,     eg icti nP. Thct  ffici 
l cr oiPf   Pe f ntin eP t  fcii the  ff  cti n Ptcte cn “ ff  ying   we ,” in cn inn fcti n  f 
inte ncti nci h mcnitc icn icw, iP mecningiePP,   tting it int  ciignment with the oiPf   Pe  f 
P  ine inte ncti nci   gcniPcti nP. Enen WePte n   we P, whifh themPeineP minteo thiP icw, hcne 
t  o it  noe f  t cP they gine f ee  ein t  the  ff  cti n c my in the oc c et i .

t wiii n t f mment  n the fcii t     teft finiiicnP “ n r th PioeP,” f   itP  rt PenePP iP icio rc e 
ry l tifie 59  f the a   th oenenc C nnenti n, whifh PtcteP thct “tf the wh ie     c t  f the 
    icti n  f cn  ff  ieo te  it  y iP incoe  cteiy P   iieo, the Off  ying b we  Phcii cg ee 
t   eiief PfhemeP  n rehcif  f the Pcio     icti n, cno Phcii fcfiiitcte them ry cii the mecnP ct 
itP oiP  Pci.” Whifh “bciePtinicn Pioe” iP cPkeo t  o  thiP? Unoe  whct fi f mPtcnfeP? lP f   the 
“finiiicn   iP ne P” in the hcnoP  f the  ePiPtcnfe, they hcne ref me  c t  f the finiiicn     icti n 
in the oc c et i , wh  hcne reen tc geteo ry gen fioci ci Pt ikeP thct hit ene y ne. lP f   the 
 h cPe “c  eciing t  the inte ncti nci f mm nity,” whifh wcP menti neo cP  ften cP the fcii f   
oe-ePfcicti n (Pix timeP), it ciP  neeoP n  f mmentc y,  niePP the inte ncti nci f mm nity t  
whifh th Pe wh  h io the  einP  f   we  in l cr PtcteP  efe  iP oi e ent f  m the inte ncti nci 
f mm nity we kn w –    inoeeo oi e ent f  m the f mm nity cP it oefineP itPeif.

tn cny fcPe, “inte ncti nci f mm nity” iP c f ntenti  P f nfe t when it f meP t   e  ePentcti n 
(wh   e  ePentP it?) cno the f nfti nciity  f itP Ptcnoc oP (wh  im iementP them? lno f   wh m?). 
C mmenting  n the im  nity  f the Uniteo etcteP cno tP cei, N cm Ch mPky hcP   inteo   t thct 
the P -fciieo inte ncti nci f mm nity iP  Peo t  oen te the Uniteo etcteP cno itP ciiieP cno fiientP; 



Essays   |    26 October 2023  

8

 c tieP  the  thcn thePe o  n t  e  ePent the inte ncti nci f mm nity. D  th Pe wh  h io   we  
in l cr f  nt ieP cno c  eci t  the inte ncti nci f mm nity mecn C i mric, whifh ex eiieo the 
cmrcPPco    f the  ff  cti n Ptcte in    tePt cgcinPt itP cgg ePPi n  n the oc c et i ?

2. Infrequent or rare phrases

Oniy f    PtctementP heio the  ff  cti n Ptcte  eP  nPirie f   the h mcn fcP citieP, infi oing 
oecthP, inj  ieP, cno   iP ne P, inflifteo ry the  ff  cti n c my cno itP Pettie P o  ing ci-l Pc 
ai  o. J Pt cP f e  ent (f    timeP) wcP the  efe enfe t  the tP ceii “ ff  cti n”  f the bciePtinicn 
te  it  ieP. lith  gh  efent tP ceii cPPc itP  n the h iy PiteP in ci-l Pc M P  e we e  efe enfeo 
 niy twife, it  eminoP  P thct ci-l Pc ai  o wcP c  ecfti n t  cn   iginci cft – ncmeiy, the f i nici 
 ff  cti n cno itP    n fctine   cftifeP, r th  efent cno f m ictine. One  efe enfe wcP mcoe 
t  ecfh  f the f ii wing: “tP ceii    n fcti nP,” “the  ff  cti n’P f ntin eo   iify  f hc cPPment 
cno  e Pef ti n  f the f   cge  P bciePtinicn  e  ie,” “ cfici oiPf imincti n,” cno “ri fkcoe.” 
Befc Pe  f the inf e  enfy  f thePe  h cPeP, they o  n t c  ec  fiec iy in the w  o fi  o (aig. 
1). ThePe  h cPeP we e exfe ti nP, ic ocrie th  gh inf e  ent, in the  ffici l cr oiPf   Pe thct 
t  k Phc e c   no ci-l Pc ai  o. They we e  efe enfeP nefePPc y t  mcintcin the ePPenfe  f the 
bciePtinicn fc Pe cno     e iy f ntext ciiPe it cP cn exiPtentici f nflift retween cn ex cnPi niPt, 
r  tci f i nici  ff  cti n cno c  ePiPting  ff  ieo  e  ie P rjefteo t  ex  iPi n, oenici, cno 
exte mincti n in f noiti nP  f kiiiing, Piege, cno oiP icfement f   Penen oefcoeP, with n   egi nci 
   inte ncti nci   Piti n  n the h  i  n thct PeekP t  eno thiP.

3. Phrases not mentioned at all

The miiitc y   ti n    th ect the e f iP n  i nge  cn l cr   ti n. With  t oeining int  the oercte 
cr  t the P   feP  f P     t  efeineo ry the bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe fcfti nP in the oc c et i  – whifh 
in cny fcPe, iP n t rcPeo  n P ffient octc – it PeemP thct P     ting the  ePiPtcnfe fcfti nP with 
wec  nP,    enen th ectening t  o  P , in   oe  t  infl enfe the rcicnfe  f   we  retween them cno 
tP ceii  ff  cti n f  feP iP n  i nge  cn l cr   ti n cP weii. N ne  f thiP wcP ex efteo t  c  ec  in 
cny  ffici l cr Ptctement, cno we neeo n t  ef  nt whct hcP ref me  f the l cr  egi nci   oe  
 ne  the icPt oefcoe cfte  P me l cr e  ing f  nt ieP hcne Piio int  finii wc , f  nte  en i ti nP, 
cno the cffeie cti n  f the Pef no wcne  f l cr n  mciiPcti n with the tP ceii  ff  cti n Ptcte.

Mcny t  ifP thct we e ex efteo t  re f  no in the inoinio ci  ffici l cr PtctementP oio n t 
c  ec  ct cii. a   excm ie, n  Ptctement f ntcineo cny oefiPi n    th ect t  Pene  oi i mctif 
 eicti nP with the  ff  cti n Ptcte    t  P P eno Pte P t wc oP n  mciiPcti n in the fcPe  f th Pe 
PtcteP engcgeo in n  mciiPcti n tcikP. Why em hcPiPing n  mciiPcti n? Befc Pe it fcfiiitcteo cno 
enf   cgeo the  efent ni icti nP f mmitteo ry the  ff  cti n Ptcte cno itP c my cno Pettie P in 
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ci-l Pc M P  e, infi oing tcking Pte P t wc oP enf  fing c tem   ci cno P ctici oiniPi n  f the 
m P  e, t  whifh O e cti n ci-l Pc ai  o wcP c oi eft  eP  nPe.

The e wcP Pimiic iy n  f mment mcoe cr  t the crP i te,  nf noiti nci WePte n P     t f   the 
 ff  cti n Ptcte, infi oing miiitc y,   iitifci, cno meoic P     t. Enen when cn c  eci wcP mcoe 
t  the inte ncti nci f mm nity, PtcteP, cno inte ncti nci   gcniPcti nP t  inte nene t     teft 
the bciePtinicn  e  ie, the e wcP n  fcii f   l cr f   oincti n, eP eficiiy retween the  egi n’P 
m Pt   we f i f  nt ieP, t    ePP  e the mcj     we P    the eef  ity C  nfii,    enen the g ci  f 
iifting the r  tci Piege  n the oc c et i . The crPenfe  f cny P fh  h cPeP in the ec iy  ffici l cr 
PtctementP  n ci-l Pc ai  o wcP  eflefteo  n tw  ieneiP: l cr oiPf   Pe, cP exem iifieo in the l cr 
Lecg e  eP i ti n f    ocyP icte , cno P rPe  ent l cr cfti n.

II. Council of the League of Arab States Resolution 8987: Equivalency between 
Criminal and Victim, Occupation and Resistance

tt iP n w fiec  thct the text  f the  eP i ti n  f the C  nfii  f the Lecg e  f l cr etcteP, whifh f nneneo 
 n the miniPte ici ienei  n 11 Oft re  2023, efh eP the Pcme icng cge cno te min i gy f  no in  ffici 
PtctementP iPP eo ry inoinio ci l cr f  nt ieP, Ptc ting with the oiPtinfti n mcoe in the   ecmrie 
retween “the ocnge   P ePfcicti n” “in the et i  cno itP enni  nP” cno “cgg ePPi n cgcinPt the oc c 
et i .” The fi Pt f nfe nP the  ff  cti n Ptcte cno the  ePiPtcnfe ciike, whiie the Pef no  efe P P ieiy t  
the  ff  cti n Ptcte. ThiP iP mcoe fiec  in the fi Pt  c cg c h, whifh fciiP “ n cii  c tieP t  exe fiPe Peif-
 ePt cint” cno “wc nP  f the fctcPt   hif h mcnitc icn cno Pef  ity f nPe  enfeP  f the ePfcicti n.” 
Th P, the  eP i ti n h ioP the  ePiPtcnfe  c tiy  eP  nPirie f   the  e e f PPi nP  f the ePfcicti n. The 
Pef no  c cg c h iP m  e ex iifit, cP it “f noemnP the kiiiing cno tc geting  f finiiicnP  n r th PioeP 
cno cii cftP f nt c y t  inte ncti nci icw cno inte ncti nci h mcnitc icn icw” cno “Pt ePPeP the neeo 
t     teft finiiicnP, in cff  ocnfe with Phc eo h mcnitc icn nci eP cno    P cnt t  inte ncti nci icw, 
cP weii cP the neeo t   eiecPe finiiicnP cno cii   iP ne P cno oetcineeP.”

ThiP iP, in fcft, cn ex iifit f noemncti n  f O e cti n ci-l Pc ai  o cno cn im iifit f noemncti n 
 f the bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe. M  e ne , it o cwP cn e  incienfe retween  ff  cti n cno  ePiPtcnfe 
cno th P retween the f iminciity  f the tP ceii  ff  cti n, cP c f i nici  ff  cti n engcgeo in 
 e Pef ti n, icno f nfiPfcti n, oiP icfement, Piege, gen fioe, cno ethnif fiecnPing, cno the niftim, 
the bciePtinicn  e  ie, whifh  e  ePentP the inf rct    f c meo  ePiPtcnfe cno f  m whifh the 
 ePiPtcnfe oe ineP itP iegitimcfy. a    PtcteP  egiPte eo  ePe ncti nP  n the P rPtcnfe  f thiP  c tif ic  
 c cg c h, r t the  eP i ti n wcP  cPPeo with  t cny n te  f n     crPtenti n. The  ePe ncti nP 
we e  ef  oeo in the mc gin  f the  eP i ti n.

tn cooiti n, the eighth  c cg c h  f the  eP i ti n “ noe iineP the nefePPity  f  enining the  ecfe 
   fePP cno  f initicting Pe i  P neg ticti nP retween the bciePtine Lire cti n O gcniPcti n, the P ie 
iegitimcte  e  ePentctine  f the bciePtinicn  e  ie, cno tP cei t  cfhiene c j Pt  ecfe” cno “wc nP 
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thct the f ntin eo icfk  f  eci   iitifci    P eftP f   cfhiening thiP j Pt cno f m  ehenPine  ecfe 
wiii  niy  e  et cte oeP ci , f ei f nflift, Pt engthen ext emiPm, inf ecPe tenPi n cno ni ienfe, cno 
 noe mine t  Pt in the  ecfe    fePP cP c mecnP  f  eP ining the f nflift cno cfhiening Pef  ity cno 
Ptcriiity f   cii etcteP cno  e  ieP  f the  egi n.”

ThiP iP c fiec  fcii t  eiimincte c meo bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe. tt iP cP if the hcno  f the  ff  cti n 
Ptcte iP extenoeo in  ecfe t  the bLO – the “P ie iegitimcte  e  ePentctine  f the bciePtinicn  e  ie” 
whifh nene theiePP P    ePPeP bciePtinicn oem nPt ct  P in the WePt Bcnk wh  Pym cthiPe with 
thei  r eth en in the oc c et i  – cno the  ePt  f the c meo  ePiPtcnfe fcfti nP c e oiP   ting the 
   fePP; cP if the bciePtinicn Ncti nci l th  ity, whifh wcP r  n   t  f the OPi  neg ticti nP, 
iP j Pt n w in niew  f c j Pt  ecfe with the  ff  cti n Ptcte, r t neeo  niy  enine the   iitifci 
   fePP cno initicte Pe i  P neg ticti nP.

The l cr becfe tnitictine (2002) ex iifitiy      PeP “the ePtcriiPhment  f n  mci  eicti nP in the 
f ntext  f c f m  ehenPine  ecfe with tP cei” in exfhcnge f   “f ii tP ceii witho cwci f  m cii the l cr 
te  it  ieP  ff  ieo Pinfe J ne 1967, in im iementcti n  f eef  ity C  nfii ReP i ti nP 242 cno 338, 
 ecf meo ry the Mco io C nfe enfe  f 1991 cno the icno f    ecfe   infi ie, cno tP cei’P cffe tcnfe 
 f cn inoe enoent bciePtinicn Ptcte, with EcPt Je  Pciem cP itP fc itci.” l cr PtcteP Pcy they c e 
Ptiii “f mmitteo” t  the l cr initictine, r t the  efent wcne  f n  mciiPcti n cg eementP cno the 
oiPf   Pe  n  ePiPtcnfe f ntcineo in ReP i ti n 8978  cintP c rieck  ift  e  f l cr f mmitment t  
the bciePtinicn fc Pe. The f  nt ieP thct hcne n  mciiPeo  eicti nP with the  ff  cti n Ptcte,    c e 
 n the ne ge  f o ing P , Peem t  re teiiing bciePtinicnP: Y   m Pt  eP ine y    fc Pe in neg ticti nP 
with tP cei, r t we wiii n t wcit – ene y mcn f   himPeif! The l cr f mmitment t  c  eP i ti n  f 
t he bciePtinicn iPP e hcP th P t cnPf  meo int  e   tP t wc oP oiPP i ti n. tnPteco  f heciing the 
bciePtinicn  ecfe    fePP they c e t ying t  e thcniPe it.

Lcte , when it refcme fiec  thct tP ceii  ff  cti n f  feP we e engcgeo in c gen fioci wc   n the oc c 
et i , t  Pcy n thing  f c oeP ifcrie Piege oePigneo t  Ptc ne the     icti n, the e wcP c r  Pt  f l cr 
  Piti nP c tif icting c  ejefti n  f ex  iPi n – n t with the fhief cim  f  ePf ing the     icti n  f oc c 
f  m Piege, cgg ePPi n, cno  ff  cti n, r t  cthe  t   noe Pf  e the  ejefti n  f the oiP icfement  f 
bciePtinicnP t  neighr   ing f  nt ieP. The ex iifit Ptctement: “tf the e iP cn ioec f   t cnPfe , the e iP 
the Negen DePe t in tP cei. The bciePtinicnP fcn re t cnPfe  eo the e  ntii tP cei f m ieteP itP oefic eo 
miPPi n  f eiimincting the  ePiPtcnfe in the et i  cno then  et  n them if it wiPheP.”

bciePtinicnP  no  rteoiy Phc e neighr   ing f  nt ieP’  ejefti n  f ex  iPi n cno oiP icfement, 
whifh f   them mecnP c Nckrc  n t    f c Nckrc, r t thiP  ffici l cr oiPf   Pe  ciPeP f nfe nP 
cr  t the   i  itieP  f th Pe wh  h io   we  in neighr   ing cno  the  l cr f  nt ieP. They 
Ph  io n t gine the im  ePPi n thct the Ptcriiity  f the  egi n oe enoP  n the bciePtinicnP n t 
reing oiP icfeo t  neighr   ing f  nt ieP, whiie the bciePtinicnP themPeineP c e ieft t  thei  fcte 
in the hcnoP  f the “ ff  ying   we ”. Oniy he e fcn it re  noe Pt  o h w th Pe   we  in l cr 
f  nt ieP  noe Ptcno the te m “ ff  ying   we .”
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Conclusion
tn thiP c tifie, t hcne   e eo c  ecoing  f inoinio ci  ffici l cr   Piti nP  n O e cti n ci-l Pc 
ai  o cno the  ffici l cr   Piti n  n the P rPe  ent  n  efeoenteo tP ceii cgg ePPi n  n the 
oc c et i , cP c tif icteo in ReP i ti n 8987  f the C  nfii  f the Lecg e  f l cr etcteP. ThiP 
 eP i ti n e  cteP the  ff  cti n with the  ePiPtcnfe cno P  f m   tP with the  ffici WePte n 
  Piti n, whifh fcn   P gining the tP ceii  ff  cti n c f ee hcno in the oc c et i  cno eiimincting 
the bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe. ThiP  ecoing mcy re f i   eo ry em ti n, r t it iP j Ptifieo ry the 
 ne wheiming PenPe thct the bciePtinicn  e  ie in oc c hcne n t  niy reen ieft t  Ptcno ci ne, 
r t hcne ciP  reen crcno neo t  c g im fcte in the hcnoP  f r  tci  ff  cti n f  feP.

The  eP i ti n  f the bciePtinicn fc Pe fcn re  noe Pt  o in Pene ci wcyP. O e cti n ci-l Pc 
ai  o cno the enP ing tP ceii cgg ePPi n hcP injefteo new iife int  the bciePtinicn fc Pe in the 
bciePtinicn, l cr, cno inte ncti nci c encP. B t in f m iete f nt cPt, the  ffici l cr oiPf   Pe, 
with n tcrie exfe ti nP cno in iight  f the  nwcne ing  ffici WePte n P     t f   the tP ceii 
 ff  cti n, f nt ir teP t  the oe-iegitimiPcti n  f the bciePtinicn  ePiPtcnfe cno enen t  the Pwift 
 eiecPe  f the  ff  ying   we ’P  nr ioieo f  fe    n the  ff  ieo te  it  ieP cno itP inhcritcntP. 
ThiP P  t  f  eP i ti n iP c r ne-fhiiiing    P eft.
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