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Day 1: Saturday, 24 January 2026

9:00-9:30 Registration

9:30-10:00
Al Majlis 

Hall
Opening Remarks

Ayat Hamdan and Majdi Malki

10:00-10:15 Break

10:15-11:45

Session 1

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

International 

Law and 

Palestine 

Moderator: 

 Aicha Elbasri

Nicola Perugini  

Between Resistance and Genocide: 
Palestinian National Liberation 
and Israel's Annihilation at the 

Limits of International Law

Abdelhamid Siyam  

The ICC and the Palestine Question

Hamid Belrhit and Asmae El Alaoui  

Annexation Policies in Light of 
the Evolutive Interpretation of 

International Law Rules: The 
Sanctity of the Principle and the 

Responsibility of Third States

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

Palestine in the 

International 

Context 

Moderator:  

Adham Saouli

Razan Shawamreh  

Disconnected Realities: 
China's Perception-Creation 

Strategy and Palestinian 
Narratives of Liberation

Houriya Ben Ali  

From Denouncing the Crime to 
Criminalizing Condemnation: 
How Official Moral Discourse 
Is Used to Enforce Silence on 

Genocide

Rovshan Mammadli  

Navigating (In)Solidarity: 
South Caucasus States' Positions 

on Palestine during the Gaza 
Genocide

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

The Genocide in 

gaza in Western 

Media 

Moderator: 

Lamis Andoni

Amena ElAshkar  

Breaking News, Breaking Frame: 
Chaotic Visuality and the Image 

War on Gaza

Diana Buttu and Nidal Rafa  

How (Not) to Cover a Genocide: 
Experiences from Journalists in 
Palestine Reporting on Israel's 

Genocide in Gaza

Djamil Kerrouche  

Framing the Human Cost: 
Emotional Narratives in Coverage 

of the Gaza Prisoner Exchange 
by The New York Times, The 

Guardian, and Fox News

11:45-12:00 Break

* Participating Online.
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12:00-14:00

Session 2

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Milestones in 

Palestinian 

History: From 

the 19th 

Century to the 

Nakba 

Moderator: 

Issam Nassar 

Munir Fakher Eldin  

Ottoman "Historical 
Capital" and Land Law in 
Palestine: The Struggle 

over the Legacy of Sultan 
Abdülhamid II, 1909–1914

Mohannad Abusarah*  

Ottoman Palestine 
through Traditionalist 

Regional Networks in the 
Hamidian Era

Yannis Arrab  

The Algerians of Palestine: 
Vectors of the Palestinian 
Nakba Narrative to French 
Consular Representations 

in Palestine

Mahmoud Muhareb  

The Contact between 
Israel and Akram 
Al-Hourani, Adib 

Al-Shishakli, and Field 
Marshal Abdel Hakim 

Amer: Case Study

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

International 

Organizations 

and the 

Genocide in 

Gaza 

Moderator: 

Ghada 

AlMadbouh

Adel Ruished  

Regulating and Phasing 
out UNRWA in Occupied 

Palestine through 
Exception

Heba Mohamed  

The United Nations 
between Collapse and 
Reform amid the War 

on Gaza and Escalating 
Global Conflicts: An 

Analytical Study

Rinda Saleh  

Humanitarian 
Organizations Discourse 

amid Genocide: Gaza 2023

Pietro Stefanini  

Annihilation through Aid: 
Airdrops, Maritime Piers, 
and Privatized Relief as 

Tools of Genocide in Gaza

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

Palestine 

and Global 

Solidarity 

Moderator:  

Majdi Malki

Muzna Shihabi  

Lines in the Sand: 
How Palestine Rewrites 

the French Political 
Landscape

Fanny Christou  

Reimagining Resistance 
and Contesting 
Silence Beyond 

Borders: Palestinian 
Diaspora Mobilization 

and Solidarity 
Movements in Sweden 

Post-7 October 2023

Muhannad Ayyash  

Palestinian-Indigenous 
Solidarities in Canada: 

Situating the Palestinian 
Cause as a Global 

Decolonial Struggle 
in Praxis

Marie Kortam  

The Transnational Student 
Movement for Justice 

in Gaza

14:00-15:45 Lunch Break

15:45-17:45

Symposium (Al Majlis Hall)

US Policy toward Palestine: Domestic and International Implications 

Khalil Jahshan

Khalil Jahshan: Trump, MAGA, and the Palestine Question: The Pursuit of US Hegemony in the Region

Tamara Kharroub: Palestine and the Democratic Party Crisis: Drivers and Impacts of Shifts in US Public Opinion and Discourse

Yousef Munayyer: Paradigm Shift: The Groundwork for a new American Politics around Palestine

Hanna Alshaikh: Palestine and the Reshaping of the US Institutional Order

17:45-18:00 Break

18:00-20:00

Public Lecture (Al Majlis Hall)

Azmi Bishara 

The Palestinian National Project in the Current International/Arab Context

* Participating Online.
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Workshop (1)
(Al Rayyan Hall)

Toward Palestinian Frameworks for Reconstruction in the Gaza Strip

Day 1: Saturday, 24 January 2026

10:15-10:30

Opening Session

Ghassan Elkahlout, Abdel-Fattah Mady, Nour Allah Munawar

10:30-11:45

Session 1

Reconstruction Policies in Gaza and the Centrality of Palestinian Survival

Chair: Marwa Farag

Talal Abu Rokbeh*: Reconstruction Policies in Gaza: Toward a Comprehensive Approach Linking Urban 
Planning with the Rebuilding of the State and the Local Community

Yosef Jabarin: Planning a Postwar Order: Israeli and US Think Tanks, Reconstruction, and  

the Politics of Sovereignty in Gaza

Mandy Turner: Colonial Administration, Counterinsurgency Pacification, and Disaster Capitalism in 
Trump's "Day After" Plans for Palestine

11:45-12:00 Break

12:00-14:00

Roundtable 1

Gaza after the Ceasefire: The Humanitarian Reality and the Limits of Recovery

Chair: Mohammed Alsousi

14:00-15:45 Lunch Break

* Participating Online.

- This workshop is jointly organized between Hikama journal and the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies..
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Day 2: Sunday, 25 January 2026

 9:00-11:00

Session 3

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Research 

Trends and 

Sources in 

Palestine 

Studies 

Moderator: 

Rami Rayess

Mahmoud Al-Qaysi  

Transformations in 
Palestinian Studies in 

Japan: From the October 
1973 Shock to the Gaza 

Nakba of 2023

Hadi Hamoud, 

Chadi Abou Chakra, Fadi 

Zaraket, Ayat Hamdan  

Shifts in Research 
Interests and 

Discourse on Palestine: 
A Cross-Document Study

Mai Tbaileh  

Documentation as an 
Urgent Imperative: 

The Efforts of the Institute 
for Palestine Studies 
in Documenting the 

Genocide in Gaza

Hanna Alshaikh 

Introducing "Palestine 
Explained": A Digital 
Platform by the Arab 

Center Washington DC

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

Palestinian 

Refugees and 

Diaspora 

Moderator: 

Tarek Hamoud

Dima Alsajdeya  

The Palestinian Political 
Map in Lebanon: 

Unpacking Palestinian 
Divisions through 

Politics in Ein el-Hilweh 
Refugee Camp

Sanaa Hammoudi  

Palestinians in Lebanon 
and the Isolation of the 
Camp: Between Retreat 

and Marginalization

Bilal Salayme  

Securitizing the 
Camp: How the Assad 

Regime Securitized and 
Governed the Palestinian 

Camps during the 
Syrian Revolution

Mothana Almasri and 

Omar Abdin  

Diaspora, Labour, and 
Transit: A Study of 

Palestinian Diaspora 
Livelihoods in Türkiye 

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

Sumud and 

Resistance

Moderator: 

Ahmed Hussein

Emile Badarin  

Sumud in the Face of 
Settler-Colonial Genocide 

in Gaza 

Lama Ghosheh*  

Reproduction of Liberation: 
Reading Gilboa 

Eman Alasah  

Pessoptimist Politics: 
The Logic and Limits of 

Palestinian Anticolonial 
Pragmatism

Husam Abusalem  

Profaning Dignity: 
Exploring the Political 

Disparity of the Concept 
through Palestine

11:00-11:15 Break

* Participating Online.
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11:15- 12:45

Session 4

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Post-7 October 

Transformations in 

Israel

(Mada al-Carmel 
– The Arab Center 
for Applied Social 

Research)

Moderator:  

Maram Masarwi

Mtanes Shihahdeh  

The Repercussions of the War on 
Gaza on the Israeli Economy: The 
Return of the Economy Security 

Link

Areen Hawari and Himmat Zoubi  

Israel and Palestinians inside 
the Green Line: The Dialectics 

of Resolution and Strategic 
Manoeuvring Post-7 October

Fadi Nahhas  

Reshaping the Regional Security 
Landscape: Israeli Pre-emptive 

Prevention as Post-Gaza Doctrine

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

From Madrid to 

Bogotá: Europe, 

Latin America, and 

the Future of the 

Palestine Question

(The Center for 
Contemporary Arab 

Studies-CEARC)

Moderator:  

Haizam Amirah 

Fernandez

Moisés Garduño  

Latin America and the Palestine 
Question: Convergences and 

Divergences in the Context of the 
Genocide in Gaza 

Isaías Barreñada  

Spain and the Palestine Question: 
What Has Changed? 

Sonia Boulos  

Gaza as a Revealer: EU Law, Legal 
Subalternity, and the Making of a 

Palestinian Exception

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

Western 

Universities 

and Knowledge 

Production on 

Palestine 

Moderator: 

Ibrahim Fraihat

Shaira Vadasaria and 

Nicola Perugini  

Balfour University: Race, Imperial 
Education, and the Declaration on 

Palestine 

Amanda Najib*  

Towards a Palestinian Critical 
Race Theory: Foundational Tenets 
and Student Movements amidst 

Settler Colonialism

Eman Abboud*  

Limitations to Ethical Research in 
an Unethical World: A Case Study 

on Palestine

12:45-13:00 Break

* Participating Online.
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13:00-15:00

Session 5

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

A Second Year 

of Scholasticide: 

On the Meaning 

of Education 

in the Time of 

Genocide

(Manhajiyyat)

 Moderator: 

Samia Bishara

Ahmad Ashour  

The Aftermath of the 
Genocide: Deconstructing 

Institutional Discourse 
and Re-Centring the 

Palestinian Actor

Malik Al Rimawi  

Assault and Hybridity in 
Palestinian Education: 

The Decline of the School 
or Its Reproduction?

Asmaa Mustafa, 

Mohammad Shubeir, 

Khitam Abu Alrub, 

Nada Al Ashqar*  

Teachers' Voices: Between 
Survival and Resistance 

Riyam Kafri Abulaban  

The Future of 
Palestinian Education: 

From Documentation to 
Reclaiming Meaning 

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

Reshaping 

Palestinian 

Economy: 

The Impact of 

Foreign Aid 

Moderator: 

Ayhab Saad

Amro Wawi  

Foreign Aid and Its Impact 
on Sustainability and 

Governance in the West 
Bank's Water Sector

Tareq Radi*  

The Financialization 
of Vulnerability: 

Solar Energy in Gaza and 
the Benefits Gap

Yanis Iqbal  

Economy as Fetish: 
Gaza and the Ideology of 

Global Capitalism

Rawan Natsheh  

Weaponized Aid: Feminist 
and Decolonial Reflections 
on the Use of Aid as a Tool 

of War in Gaza

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

Tools of 

Genocide: AI 

and Digital 

Erasure 

Moderator: 

Hani Awad

Adhila Abdul Hameed  

Precarious Memory: 
Palestinian Lives, Digital 
Erasure, and the Post-7 

October Struggle for 
Resistance 

Karim Barakat  

AI and War in the Global 
South: The Case of Gaza

Taghreed Al Soumairy  

Mechanisms of Distortion 
and the Manipulation 

of Palestinian Collective 
Memory in the Age of 
Artificial Intelligence

Ghadeer Awwad, 

Murad Idris, 

Kentaro Toyama  

Digital Annihilation in 
Gaza after 7 October: 
Internet Blackouts as 

Epistemic Violence

15:00-17:00 Lunch Break

18:00-20:00

Symposium (Al Majlis Hall)

Global Solidarity Movements with Palestine

Moderator: Leila Seurat

Osama Abu Irshaid: The Palestine Solidarity Movement in the United States: Concept, Backgrounds, Challenges, and Future

Saif Abukeshek: Europe and Palestine: From Popular Solidarity to Tangible Action – The Spanish Model and the Global Sumud Flotilla

Stephanie Elías Musalem: Latin America and Palestine: Contradictions, Challenges and Opportunities

Pablo Abufom: The Fabric of Solidarity: Class, Identity, and Palestinian Solidarity in Modern Chile

* Participating Online.
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Workshop (2)
(Al Rayyan Hall)

Toward Palestinian Frameworks for Reconstruction in the Gaza Strip

Day 2: Sunday, 25 January 2026

9:00-11:00

Session 2

Reconstruction Policies in Gaza between Exclusion and Domination: The Role of 

NGOs and Local Actors

Chair: Moosa Elayah

Mohammed Alsousi and Kareem Okasha: Actors, Not Beneficiaries: The Role of Palestinian Women in 
Leading Community Institutions and Post-War Reconstruction in Gaza

Ali Abdel-Wahab*: Reconstruction as an Economy of Domination: A Parallel Policy for Recovery from 
Disaster Capitalism in Gaza

Rawan Natsheh: Reconstructing Gaza Without Palestinians: Civic Space, INGOs, and 
 the Politics of Exclusion

11:00-11:15 Break

11:15-12:45

Roundtable 2

Governance: Who Runs Gaza?

Chair: Tamer Qarmout

12:45-13:00 Break

13:00-15:00

Session 3

Policies for Rebuilding the Human Being and the Role of Education in Gaza

Chair: Abdou Moussa El-Bermawy

Tahani Aldahdouh, Nazmi Al-Masri, Maria Grazia Imperiale and Giovanna Fassetta: Palestinian 
Academic Institutional Resilience: A Case Study of the Islamic University of Gaza

Yousuf Daas and Sameh Hallaq: Education and Economic Isolation: The Gaza Blockade's Role in Shaping 
Returns to Education in Palestine

Abdalhadi Alijla: Rebuilding the Human: Social Cohesion as a Priority in Gaza

15:00-17:00 Lunch Break

* Participating Online.

- This workshop is jointly organized between Hikama journal and the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies..
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Day 3: Monday, 26 January 2026

9:00-11:00

Session 6

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Collective Memory 

between the Nakba 

and the Genocide 

Moderator: 

Ayham Al-Sahli

Tamara Taher*  

Temporalities of Liberation: 
Existing and Resisting against the 
Grain of the Zionist Temporality of 

Catastrophe

Zainab Sabra  

Testimonial Credibility: 
Reclaiming the Narrative

Adam Anabosi  

Reconstructing the Palestinian 
Family after the Nakba: 

Between Radio Broadcasting 
and the Prohibition of Family 

Reunification

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

Genocide, Settler 

Colonialism and 

Apartheid 

Moderator: 

 Tariq Dana

Mohamed Dhia Hammami  

The Network Structure of Israeli 
Elites: Institutional Centrality and 

Strategic Vulnerability

Kholoud Al-Ajarma  

Surviving Surveillance Systems 
in Palestine: Academic Freedom 

under Settler-Colonialism

Waleed Habbas  

Genocide and Holocaust Studies 
in Israel: How and Why the 

Genocide in Gaza Is Excluded 
Epistemologically

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

Israeli Security 

Doctrine and 

Regional Expansion 

Moderator: 

Harith Hassan

Abdulrahman Al-Kuwari  

The Evolution of Israeli Military 
Doctrine after Al-Aqsa Flood: 

Between Continuity and 
Adaptation

Nizar Ayoub  

Israel's Strategy and Expansionist 
Policy in Post-Assad Syria 

Bader Alibrahim  

Al-Aqsa Flood and the Limits 
of Revolution against Borders: 

An Analysis of the Support Fronts' 
Trajectories

11:00-11:15 Break

11:15-12:45

Session 7

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Palestine and Arab 

Solidarity

Moderator: 

Mouin Al Taher

Raghad Habash  

Effectiveness of Protest Networks 
for the Palestinian Cause in Jordan 

since 7 October:  al-Tajammu' 
al-Shababi al-Urduni li-Da'm 

al-Muqawama 

Youssef Day  

The Palestinian Cause in the New 
Protest Discourse in Morocco: 
A Study of Ultras Movements

Belaid Jelih  

Normalization and 
Anti-Normalization in Morocco

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

Resistance through 

Poetry, Literature 

and Cinema 

Moderator: 

Haider Saeed

Maha Zeyadeh  

The Representation of the 
Colonial Experience in Prison 

Literature: A Spatial Reading of 
A Mask the Color of the Sky by 

Basem Khandakji

Akram Alashqar  

Resonance beyond Voice: 
The Significance of Silence 

in Palestinian Revolutionary 
Cinematic Expression as a 

Tool of Resistance

Tayseer Abu Odeh  

The Politics of Death and 
Mourning in Modern Palestinian 
Poetry: The Paradox of Poetry in 

the Age of Genocide

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

Mental Health 

under Genocide and 

Settler Colonialism 

Moderator:  

Charles Harb

Dana Al-Azzeh and Ferdoos Alissa  

Bridges to Recovery: Gazans' 
Perceptions of Mental Health and 

Mental Health Services

Belal Odeh  

Mental Health in Jerusalem: 
Structural Challenges and 

Opportunities for Developing 
Digital Mental Health Services

Einas Odeh Haj  

The Experience of Palestinian 
Psychotherapists inside the Green 

Line from the Perspective of 
Liberation Psychology 

12:45-13:00 Break

* Participating Online.
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13:00-15:00

Session 8

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Jerusalem: 

Between History 

and the Colonial 

Present

Moderator: 

Mahmoud 

Muhareb

Omar Abed Rabo  

Scholars and Landmarks: 
How to Read the History of 
Jerusalem in the 10th-11th 

Centuries AD

Mansour Nasasra  

Jerusalem and Its 
Connectedness with Arab 

Capitals: 1948-1967  

Khalil Toufakji  

Escalation of Settlement 
Activity in Jerusalem amid 

the Genocidal War

Hanan Amr  

Al-Quds and 
al-Khalil: A Forensic 

Architectural Analysis 
of the Fragmentation of 

Sacred Spaces

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

The Dynamics 

of the 

Palestinian 

Economy and 

Society after 

7 October

Palestine 
Economic Policy 

Research Institute 
(MAS)

Moderator: 

Tamer Qarmout

Raheeq Hurani  

Coping Mechanisms for 
Households in Gaza after 
7 October 2023: The Case 

for Building an Alternative 
Telecommunications 

Network

Islam Rabee  

Assessing West 
Bank Labour Market 

Performance during the 
War on the Gaza Strip: 

Through the Second 
Quarter 2025

Sabri Ya'aqbeh  

Systematic Demographic 
Destruction and Labour 

Market Dynamics in 
the Gaza Strip since 

October 2023 

Anmar Rafeedie and 

Ismat Quzmar  

Solidarity Economy in 
Palestine: Towards a 
Resilient Model That 
Promotes Economic 

Independence

15:00-17:00 Lunch Break

18:00-20:00

Symposium (Al Majlis Hall)

The Future of the Palestinian National Project

Moderator: Ayat Hamdan

Tarek Hamoud: Hamas after the "Day After"

Ahmad Azam: The Future of the Palestinian National Project: Reshaping the Political and Social Structures

Hani AlMasri: Breaking the Palestinian Impasse: Decisive Choices at a Critical Moment

Leila Farsakh: The Future of the Palestinian National Movement Beyond the Palestinian State Project

20:00-20:15 Closing Session

* Participating Online.
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Workshop (3)
(Al Rayyan Hall)

Toward Palestinian Frameworks for Reconstruction in the Gaza Strip

Day 3: Monday, 26 January 2026

9:00-11:00

Session 4

Food Sovereignty and Livelihoods in Gaza: Local Alternatives for Reconstruction

Chair: Ihab Maharmeh

Omar Abdelghaffar and Zeina Jallad: The Day After: Fantasizing Modern Transitions and the Neoliberal 
War Economy in Post-Conflict Gaza

Siham Matallah: Gaza's Reconstruction Conundrum: Entrenched in a Perpetual Vicious Cycle

Ahmed Abu Hanie and Halima Abu Haneya: Policies to Enhance Food Security in Gaza after the War: 
Integrating Hydroponic Agriculture and Biogas

11:00-11:15 Break

11:15-12:45

Roundtable 3

Whose security? Towards Palestinian protection

Chair: Mai Abu Moghli

12:45-13:00 Break

13:00-15:00

Roundtable 4

Reconstruction: From Extraction to Recovery

Chair: Lara Khattab

15:00-17:00 Lunch Break

- This workshop is jointly organized between Hikama journal and the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies..
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Abdelhamid Siyam 

Lecturer of Political Science and Middle Eastern Studies at Rutgers University, New Jersey. He has been working 
for the United Nations (UN) for over 25 years as Political Affairs Officer and an Information Officer. He has served 
in several UN missions, including Western Sahara, Pakistan and Afghanistan, Iraq. He obtained his PhD from 
City University New York and his MA from New York University. He writes a weekly article in Alquds Alarabi and 
regularly appears as a commentator on news channels. In October 2010, he published That Unforgettable Day 
in memory of colleagues killed in the 2003 bombing of the UN Headquarters in Baghdad. In 2024, he published 
three books on UN Mediation in Libya, Syria and Yemen with the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies.

The ICC and the Palestine Question

This paper examines the International Criminal Court's (ICC) relationship with the Palestine question since the 
initial presentation of Israeli violations to the Court following Operation Cast Lead between 17 December 2008 
and 18 January 2009. It traces Palestine's accession to the Rome Statute and the series of Palestinian complaints 
submitted to the Court, beginning with the first Prosecutor, Luis Moreno Ocampo, and continuing through Fatou 
Bensouda to the current Prosecutor, Karim Khan. The paper then concentrates on the Court's handling of the 
genocidal war launched by Israel in the wake of Operation al-Aqsa Flood. The paper examines the Prosecutor's 
position and his request to the Pre-Trial Chamber for arrest warrants against two Israeli leaders and three 
resistance leaders. This request is analysed in relation to its compliance with the Rome Statute and whether it 
is biased, neutral, or incomplete. The paper then considers the feasibility of implementing this decision in light 
of the pressures and threats faced by the Court, its judges, and staff from the US administration since President 
Donald Trump's second term began on 20 January 2025. The paper concludes that the possibility of issuing 
further arrest warrants against those who committed war crimes against Palestinians in the occupied Gaza Strip 
and West Bank, and the execution of these arrests, is highly unlikely, as political pressure will play a decisive role 
in this matter.
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Abdulrahman Al-Kuwari 

PhD candidate in Security Studies at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies and Assistant Editor of the annual 
series published by the Academic Alliance for Building the Science of Reconciliation and Peace in the Middle 
East, in collaboration with Springer Nature. His research focuses on conflict dynamics and the intersections of 
security and peace. His notable scholarly contributions include "The Referential Dilemma in Security Studies: The 
Limits of Unidimensionality and the Possibilities of Pluralism" and "From Security to Defense: Mechanisms for 
Mobilizing the Gendarmerie to Support the National Defense Effort". He is currently conducting research on the 
optimal military practice and operational effectiveness of the al-Qassam Brigades.

The Evolution of Israeli Military Doctrine after Al-Aqsa Flood:  

Between Continuity and Adaptation

This paper examines the evolution of the Israeli military doctrine by analysing the elements of continuity and 
change in its guiding principles since 7 October 2023. It proceeds from the assumption that Israeli doctrine – despite 
the persistence of several traditional pillars, such as shifting the battle to the enemy's territory, intelligence 
superiority, and reliance on air power – has undergone structural transformations imposed by a shifting threat 
environment. This environment is characterized by the growing effectiveness of non-state armed actors, the 
erosion of traditional deterrence, and the expanding scope of asymmetric warfare. The study demonstrates that 
recent wars, particularly the Gaza confrontations, have compelled the Israeli military to reassess core doctrinal 
concepts, leading to the incorporation of new approaches.
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Adam Anabosi 

PhD candidate in the Department of Near Eastern Studies at Princeton University. His research centres on (re)
constructing familial and social bonds following the 1948 Nakba, focusing particularly on Palestinians in the 
48 territories and their refugee relatives. His MA thesis addressed the health services provided under the Israeli 
military government from 1948 to 1966. He is also collector and researcher of folklore songs from Palestine and 
Bilad al-Sham.

Reconstructing the Palestinian Family after the Nakba: Between Radio 

Broadcasting and the Prohibition of Family Reunification

This study explores a radio program designed to share greetings between Palestinians who remained in their 
homeland, later known as Palestinians of the 48 territories, with their forcibly displaced family members. It also 
investigates how Israel approached the concept of the "Palestinian family" and social ties between Palestinians on 
both sides of the green line from 1948–1966, a period known as the era of military government rule. While Israeli 
restrictions on family reunification aimed to serve security interests and weaken Palestinian society internally, I 
argue that the limited facilitation approach had two main goals: gaining broader international recognition and 
reducing the internal threat posed by Palestinians inside Israel, whom the Israeli authorities have and continue 
to regard as a "fifth column." The study includes governmental reports, some of which were classified at the 
time, revealing attempts by the Israeli authorities to influence the demographic and social bonds of Palestinian 
families. It also analyses selected greetings broadcast by Palestinians via Israeli radio that reflect the Palestinian 
agency in surviving the Nakba ramifications through family reunification.
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Adel Ruished 

Independent researcher. He holds a PhD in Politics and International Relations from Lancaster University, UK, 
with a special focus on Middle Eastern politics. He is currently working on a book manuscript with Manchester 
University Press titled Contesting Al-Quds: Regulating Life and Space in post Oslo East Jerusalem. He presented 
his latest research papers at Palestine Annual Forum 2025 in Doha, and BRISMES Conference 2024 in Lancaster. 
He co-edited States of Exceptions or Exceptional States; Law, Politics and Giorgio Agamben in the Middle East 
(Bloomsbury, 2022) and has also contributed to several academic interventions with the SEPAD project at 
Lancaster University.

Regulating and Phasing out UNRWA in Occupied Palestine through 

Exception

In late 2025, the Knesset passed legislation to cut infrastructure services to UNRWA and confiscate its properties 
in occupied East Jerusalem, having designated it as a terrorist organization. The legislation sparked controversy, 
challenging the sources of Israel's sovereignty in occupied Palestine, a situation exacerbated by its disregard of 
the tenets of international law and rulings. This paper argues that Israel's designation of UNRWA disguised its 
ambitions to Judaize Jerusalem and expand control in Palestine. It also aimed to eliminate Palestinian refugee 
issue and right of return. Building on Agamben's work, the paper suggests that Israel excluded and suspended 
legal and functional identifications of UNRWA as a UN relief agency for Palestinian refugees, designating it a 
terrorist organization. This designation spatially phased out UNRWA in Palestine, disciplined staff and disrupted 
its relief to refugees. This case highlights how exceptionalism and designation frameworks are employed to 
eliminate international organizations and their functions.
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Adhila Abdul Hameed 

Humanities Research Fellow at New York University, Abu Dhabi and PhD scholar in English at Government Victoria 
College, Palakkad, affiliated with University of Calicut, India. Her doctoral research explores representations 
of collective memory and resilience in Palestinian cinema. Her research interests include digital activism, 
memory studies, postcolonial theory and film studies. She has presented her work at national and international 
conferences, including the Biannual Conference of Insaniyyat: Society of Palestinian Anthropologists. Her 
publications include "Frames of Resilience: Mobility, Everyday Defiance, and Sumud in Contemporary Palestinian 
Short Films "and" Childhood Through Visual Narratives: Exploring Palestinian Children's Representation in Born 
in Gaza and Children of Shatila".

Precarious Memory: Palestinian Lives, Digital Erasure, and the 

Post-7 October Struggle for Resistance

This paper examines how digital censorship and platform governance have intensified the erasure of Palestinian 
narratives following 7 October. As Palestinians document the destruction of Gaza in real time, their testimonies 
are subjected to shadow banning, algorithmic suppression, deplatforming, and the removal of Palestinian 
cultural content from platforms such as Netflix. Drawing on Judith Butler's theory of precarity, Marianne Hirsch's 
concept of postmemory, Jacques Rancière's critique of spectatorship, and Edward Said's analysis of cultural 
imperialism, the study argues that digital suppression functions as an extension of occupation, regulating 
which lives and histories are rendered visible and grievable. Using digital ethnography, discourse analysis, and 
close readings of memoirs, social media testimonies, and documentaries, the paper demonstrates how digital 
spaces have become contested sites of memory, resistance, and survival. It further examines alternative digital 
strategies, encrypted networks, and transnational solidarities through which Palestinians resist both physical 
and digital annihilation.
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Researcher and lecturer at Université de Tours in France. His academic work focuses on cultural policies, 
emancipatory education, and the roles of literature and reading in fostering presence and freedom of expression 
within contexts shaped by occupation and war. He previously served as Head of the Gaza Office at the Tamer 
Institute for Community Education for thirteen years, and later as Head of Office for the French humanitarian 
organization ACTED during the war. In this role, he led programs in reading, culture, and child protection, and 
contributed to the coordination of the humanitarian response during the conflict.

The Aftermath of the Genocide: Deconstructing Institutional 

Discourse and Re-Centring the Palestinian Actor

The past two years have seen a genocide livestreamed, producing a rupture that necessitates revisiting 
educational, cultural, and civil institutional structures. This paper offers a framework for examining this rupture 
through critical philosophical tools. During the war on Gaza, children, teachers, and grassroots initiators lived 
an experience that could not be described by any institutional discourse: a child repeatedly displaced, searching 
for water and food in the desert of war, sleeping in tents amid fear and cold; a teacher who lost everything, 
carrying their family between sites of displacement while improvising a classroom from a strip of fabric; and an 
initiator who reinvented their role among the rubble. This reality has generated a new form of knowledge – one 
that institutions cannot absorb without an epistemological rupture, in Bachelard's sense, from their inherited 
tools. The paper calls for new forms of knowledge led by lived experience rather than institutional texts, and 
for a radical rethinking of how real actors are represented within institutional structures, their discourse, and 
the implementation of any cultural or educational project in Gaza. Will this moment transform the Palestinian 
understanding of the institution itself? And can the roles and epistemic frameworks upon which these 
institutions were founded, during the era of state formation and the emergence of a unified Palestinian identity 
through the uprisings, be redefined? What form might this role take, and what might this identity look like, after 
the genocide in Gaza?
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Palestinian filmmaker and educator from Tulkarm, Palestine, with over ten years of experience teaching film 
and media at various Palestinian universities. His films include First Picture (2006), Red, Dead, and Med. (2006), 
Closed Box (2010), and Five Boys and a Wheel (2016). As a project manager with the Royal Film Commission of 
Jordan, he contributed to the establishment of three cinema centres, including two innovative cinema buses. His 
dedication to film and community engagement led him to create specialized filmmaking curricula and conduct 
workshops for children and youth, nurturing their passion for storytelling. He is currently pursuing a PhD at the 
University of Glasgow, UK.

Resonance beyond Voice: The Significance of Silence in Palestinian 

Revolutionary Cinematic Expression as a Tool of Resistance

This paper examines the strategic role of silence in Palestinian revolutionary film soundtracks (1968-1982) as 
a complex, multilayered instrument of resistance. It explores silence as a powerful mechanism for combating 
erasure, escalating resistance, challenging dominant power narratives, and reclaiming the Palestinian narrative 
of struggle. Through meticulous analysis of films like A Zionist Aggression (1972) and They Do Not Exist (1974), 
the study reveals how prolonged silence transforms itself into a profound act of protest. This silence operates 
on multiple levels: first, as a direct indictment of injustice, and second, as a scathing critique of the Arab and 
international political silence that perpetuates colonial oppression. The research highlights silence's remarkable 
ability to shatter viewer passivity and provoke critical engagement. By breaking through the barriers of complicit 
silence, these cinematic moments compel the audience to confront systemic manipulation. The ultimate goal 
is to inspire resistance – both symbolic and physical – by empowering viewers to raise their voices against 
oppression and challenge the narratives of erasure.
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PhD candidate in the Department of Teaching and Learning at New York University. She is currently working on 
Palestinian Critical Race Theory, which centres decolonial praxis and moves beyond CRT's US-centric framework. 
Her scholarship engages Palestinian liberation, Palestinian feminism, and Critical Race Theory to analyse how 
institutional power, racialized governance, and surveillance shape the lived conditions of Palestinians and 
their allies across educational and public institutions. In 2024, she received the Palestine Book Award for her 
children's book Lana Makes Purple Pizza. Her publications include "Educational Malpractice and the Palestinian 
Struggle: The Academic and Moral Obligation to Confront the Erasure of a People" (Arab Studies Journal) and the 
co-authored chapter, "An Inherently Decolonial Existence: Defining Palestinian Feminist Praxis" in Handbook of 
Decolonial Theory.

Towards a Palestinian Critical Race Theory: Foundational Tenets and 

Student Movements amidst Settler Colonialism

This paper introduces Palestinian Critical Race Theory (PalestinianCrit) as an extension of Critical Race Theory 
(CRT) that addresses the unique racialization and erasure of Palestinians in US higher education. It advances three 
hypotheses: first, that anti-Palestinian racism is endemic to US society and embedded in educational structures; 
second, that universities function as agents of suppression by deploying the rhetoric of neutrality, civility, and 
safety to justify erasing Palestinian identity and silencing activism; and third, that Palestinian student activism, 
though systematically repressed, is also a generative form of knowledge production that situates universities 
as both sites of repression and incubators of solidarity. Methodologically, the study engages qualitative analysis 
and oral history to examine structural racism, institutional censorship, and faculty repression. PalestinianCrit 
thus fills a critical gap in CRT literature and insists that student activism is central to theorizing race, power, and 
justice in education.
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Amena ElAshkar 

PhD candidate in International Relations and Political Science at the Geneva Graduate Institute. Her research 
investigates the Muslim conceptualization of security, focusing on how Islamic religious discourse, everyday 
practice, and lived experience shape understandings of threat, justice, the enemy, and the self among communities 
that are themselves subject to securitization. Drawing on ethnographic methods, her work explores how security 
is produced, negotiated, and inhabited beyond state-centred frameworks. As a journalist she regularly publishes 
analyses of war, power, and political violence in the contemporary Middle East.

Breaking News, Breaking Frame: Chaotic Visuality and the Image War 

on Gaza

This paper examines the consequences of Israeli occupation policies on Palestinian journalism in Gaza during 
the war and offers an alternative reading to the prevailing narrative that the assassination of journalists and the 
destruction of media infrastructure are intended to silence Palestinian voices. The paper argues that these policies 
have, first, shifted the centre of news production and circulation to social media platforms, thereby contributing 
to the formation of a new visual regime outside traditional journalistic frameworks. Second, it demonstrates 
that this visual regime has transformed Palestinians into the subject of violence, its medium, and its instrument 
simultaneously, through reliance on the model of the "citizen journalist," producing a condition of chaotic 
visuality. The paper further demonstrates that this transformation has led to the inflation of violence algorithms 
and the saturation of the public sphere with shocking affect, functioning as tools of biopolitical control through 
which Arab publics are disciplined not by censorship or prohibition, but by excessive and continuous exposure to 
images of weakness and powerlessness. Grounded in an approach that understands violence as both message 
and instrument, the paper calls for a rethinking of journalism as a fundamentally non-neutral political act and a 
disciplinary apparatus operating across multiple levels, and for the re-framing of journalistic ethics in ways that 
correspond to colonial contexts and contemporary image wars.
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Senior consultant in governance and digital twinning, who has led several digital transformation projects for 
smart cities in Europe. He currently works as an independent senior consultant for a number of EU institutions 
and as a part-time researcher at the University of Twente in the Netherlands, specializing in data governance 
and digital transformation within the Section of Governance and Technology for Sustainability. He has published 
several research papers on data management, data governance, and digital transformation. His Recent 
Publications include the co-authored "Governance fragmentation and water data management in Palestine" 
(Journal of Hydroinformatics), and "Governance challenges in water data management: Insights from the 
application of the practitioner governance assessment tool in Palestine".

Foreign Aid and Its Impact on Sustainability and Governance in the 

West Bank's Water Sector

This paper analyses the consequences of the Palestinian water sector's excessive dependence on international 
donors. Using Contextual Interaction Theory as an analytical framework and drawing on in-depth interviews 
with ten water service providers in the West Bank, the findings reveal four interconnected consequences: (1) 
weakening the strategic planning capacity, narrowing it to day-to-day operations; (2) distortion of the local 
labour market, leading to brain drain and loss of skilled staff; (3) institutional fragmentation driven by the 
dominance of central actors over funding channels; and (4) concentration of funding in "Area C," deepening 
political and financial dependence on Israel. The study also highlights a successful counter-model: a small-
number of institutions redefined their donor relationships once they became financially independent, shifting 
from passive recipients to strategic partners. The paper concludes that real sustainability and sovereignty in the 
water sector depend not on the volume of aid, but on institutions' capacity to achieve financial independence 
and break the dependency cycle in line with the national agenda.
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Anmar Rafeedie 

Assistant Researcher at the Palestinian Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS). Her research interests include 
development and social policies in a colonial context, the political economy of Palestine, poverty and social 
protection, social movements, identity and class. She has published research on various topics, including on the 
dynamics of community protection in the Oxford Journal of the Middle East. Most recently, she co-authored a 
study titled "The Linguistic Dictionary of Genocide: A Socio-Political Analysis of Western Discourse" with Wisam 
Rafeedie in Al-Janoub: The Palestinian Journal of Liberatory Studies.

Solidarity Economy in Palestine: Towards a Resilient Model That 

Promotes Economic Independence

This paper examines the solidarity economy as an alternative development framework, using the Palestinian 
case as a practical example of its application within a complex colonial context. By promoting local production, 
supporting cooperatives, and empowering communities, the research argues that the solidarity economy offers 
a comprehensive development vision that responds to local needs and enhances community resilience in times 
of crisis. The paper seeks to identify the general principles and defining characteristics of the cooperative work 
environment in Palestine in order to develop a methodology that addresses key issues facing cooperatives. These 
include their types and organizational forms, relationships with local communities, internal member dynamics, 
sustainability, management mechanisms, production models, employment creation, and other underexplored 
dimensions. As an introductory paper, it draws on a theoretical review of developmental and decolonial 
economic literature, including scholarship on economic independence, resistance economies, and cooperatives. 
It also incorporates in-depth interviews with relevant stakeholders, including experts in liberation development, 
officials in cooperative institutions, and those with cooperative experience in the West Bank.



30

Areen Hawari 

Academic and political activist, and the General Director of Mada al-Carmel – the Arab Center for Applied Social 
Research in Haifa. She holds a PhD in Gender Studies. Her research focuses on Palestinians within the Green line 
with interest in the intersections of political activism, religion, gender, and colonial structures. She is also an adjunct 
lecturer on the Israeli Studies master's program at Birzeit University. She has recently co-edited, with Himmat Zoubi, 
the book 1948 Palestinians and the Genocidal War on Gaza: Questioning Silence and Political Agency.

Israel and Palestinians inside the Green Line: The Dialectics of 

Resolution and Strategic Manoeuvring Post-7 October

This paper frames the current moment as a pivotal crossroads in Israel's relationship with Palestinians inside the 
Green Line, in which the state is pushing to reconfigure this relationship toward a colonial dependency model. 
This dependency is exercised not only through direct exclusion, but also through the production of a Palestinian 
subject redefined as a de-nationalized individual, integrated into Israel's economic and administrative structures 
under conditions of subjugation, surveillance, and political conditionality. It examines structural transformations 
in Israeli state policies toward Palestinians since 7 October 2023, exploring how 1948 Palestinians have responded 
to these shifts. It perceives these policies not as a temporary security escalation or contingent restriction, but a 
revelatory moment within a broader trajectory in which Israel seeks to resolve the enduring tension since the 
Nakba between 1948 Palestinians' ties to their homeland and fellow Palestinians, and a curtailed, conditional 
form of Israeli citizenship, decisively favouring the latter.
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Asmaa Mustafa 

Palestinian educator, community activist, and writer from Gaza. She was awarded the Global Teacher Prize 
in 2020 and named Palestine's Teacher of the Year in 2022 and has received several international awards in 
recognition of her outstanding contributions to education in contexts of war and emergency. She has dedicated 
her work to providing psychological and educational support to children and teachers under the most difficult 
conditions and has contributed to the development of community-based educational initiatives. In addition, 
she is a contributing writer for the Manhajiyyat magazine and its website, where she publishes human-centred 
narratives documenting educational life in Gaza and amplifying the voice of the Palestinian teacher to the world.

Teachers' Voices: Between Survival and Resistance

Field testimonies highlight how the role of the teacher has expanded beyond the transmission of academic 
knowledge to become a profoundly social and psychological one. Teachers have assumed responsibilities 
of emotional support, care, and hope-building, while leading educational initiatives under extremely harsh 
conditions—whether amid continuous bombardment in Gaza or under policies of restriction and persecution 
in the West Bank. These testimonies reveal clear differences between the first and second years in terms of 
maturity, adaptability, and the development of more realistic and sustainable educational tools. Educational and 
community initiatives oscillate between creativity and targeting. The paper reviews learning experiences in Gaza 
and the West Bank that have faced bombardment, closure, or funding restrictions, yet nevertheless succeeded 
in creating alternative spaces for learning. These experiences reveal new possibilities that have emerged in the 
absence or disruption of the formal education system, contributing to a redefinition of education as an act of 
resilience and a collective practice that preserves the right to learn while opening non-traditional horizons for 
learners and communities.
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PhD researcher specializing in International Law at Mohammed V University in Rabat. Her doctoral research is 
titled "Crimes Against Humanity and the Crime of Genocide in Light of International Jurisprudence". Her primary 
research interests lie in International Humanitarian Law and International Criminal Law.

Annexation Policies in Light of the Evolutive Interpretation of 

International Law Rules: The Sanctity of the Principle and the 

Responsibility of Third States

This paper investigates whether normative developments in international law, bolstered by ICJ jurisprudence 
and UN expertise, offer new frameworks for Palestinian legal advocacy. The study focuses on the prohibition 
of annexation as a peremptory norm (jus cogens), employing an "evolutive interpretation" of international law. 
It further analyses the legal consequences of this prohibition for both the Occupying Power and Third States. 
The research concludes that systematic annexation shifts the legal characterization of the occupation from a 
temporary regulated state to an inherently illegal situation that must be terminated. Furthermore, establishing 
annexation as a jus cogens violation elevates third-state responsibility from mere abstinence to an affirmative 
duty to act against internationally wrongful conduct. Ultimately, the research redefines "prolonged occupation" 
not as a traditional form of occupation, but as a systematic policy of annexation.
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Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and Editing Director of the Ostour historical studies 
journal. Hamdan received her PhD from the Institute of Arab & Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter, UK, 
where she served as an assistant lecturer in the Political Science department. She was also awarded a fellowship 
at the Refugee Studies Centre at the University of Oxford. She edited Jerusalem: Ethnic Cleansing and Forms of 
Resistance (ACRPS, 2023).

Shifts in Research Interests and Discourse on Palestine:  

A Cross-Document Study

This paper examines shifts in research interests and discursive trends in academic scholarship on Palestine 
through an analysis of thematic and methodological changes in scholarly production between 2010 and 2025. 
The study draws on a database of peer-reviewed journal articles and research papers in the field of Palestinian 
studies, in addition to research proposals submitted to the three editions of the Annual Palestine Forum. In 
total, the research team analysed approximately 20,000 academic articles. Methodologically, the paper employs 
cross-document content analysis alongside discourse analysis to trace the evolution of research themes, 
methodological approaches, and dominant framing narratives within Palestinian studies. The study also seeks 
to map the broader research landscape and identify patterns of shifting scholarly attention to specific topics over 
time. The paper concludes by highlighting the dynamics of change in research trends within Palestinian studies, 
contributing to a deeper understanding of the field's contemporary trajectories.
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Arab writer, researcher, and family physician. He has presented several research papers at conferences and has 
published works on issues of identity, Arabism, sectarianism, political violence, democracy, and freedom in the 
Arab world. Over the years, he has contributed numerous articles to several Arab newspapers. He is also the 
author of: The Discourse of Resistance and Freedom and The Shi'i Movement in Saudi Arabia: Sectarianization of 
Politics and Politicization of the Sect.

Al-Aqsa Flood and the Limits of Revolution against Borders:  

An Analysis of the Support Fronts' Trajectories

This paper examines the interaction between the United States and the "Axis of Resistance" following Operation 
Al-Aqsa Flood through two frameworks: Balance of Threat and Moderation Theory. It argues that the "Unity of the 
Arenas" slogan, which briefly signalled a collapse of Sykes-Picot borders, failed to transcend the nation-state due 
to shifts in the political behaviour of anti-hegemonic Islamic movements. The study demonstrates that US strategy 
continues to prioritize maintaining the regional order and existing political boundaries. By analysing movements 
in Lebanon, Yemen, Iraq, and Syria, the paper reveals how military actions in the wake of Al-Aqsa Flood show an 
adaptation to nation-state constraints rather than a rebellion against them. Ultimately, the paper concludes that 
US strategy has successfully reproduced and stabilized these borders, capitalizing on the receding revolutionary 
fervour of Axis actors as they prioritize local political calculations over transnational revolutionary goals.
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Secondary school Arabic language teacher. He holds a Postgraduate Diploma in Islamic Studies from the Higher 
Institute for Islamic Studies in Cairo, Egypt. Currently, he is pursuing a master's degree in Spiritual Diplomacy 
and Political Transformations in Africa at Ibn Zohr University in Morocco. His research interests focus on political 
discourse analysis, diplomacy, and political and cultural transformations in the Arab region. He has participated 
in numerous national and international forums and conferences related to his fields of interest

Normalization and Anti-Normalization in Morocco

This research investigates the trajectory of the official Moroccan normalization of relations with Israel since 20 
December 2020, examining its political, economic, and cultural dimensions alongside its repercussions on the 
Palestinian cause. It specifically highlights the counter-popular movement that emerged in reaction to these 
developments, exemplified by the establishment of the Moroccan Front for Supporting Palestine and Against 
Normalization, which has successfully mobilized the public through diverse protest and symbolic mechanisms. 
The central research problem interrogates the state's strategic stakes regarding normalization vis-à-vis its impacts 
on the Moroccan domestic sphere and the Palestine question. In this context, the study tests three fundamental 
hypotheses: first, that normalization primarily serves Israeli interests due to an inherent asymmetry of power; 
second, that the rejection of normalization is a deep-seated societal stance stemming from the status of Palestine 
in the Moroccan collective conscience; and third, that this rejection has provided a popular base of support that 
bolstered the Front's resilience and protest capacity. To address this, the research employs a mixed methodology 
combining the descriptive-analytical approach with a case study to deconstruct the objectives and operational 
mechanisms of this pioneering Moroccan experience in anti-normalization resistance within the Arab context.
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Clinical social worker and psychotherapist specialized in Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT). He holds a master's 
degree from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and has been working in the field of mental health in the city 
of Jerusalem for several years. He is particularly interested in the development and use of digital mental health 
interventions and remote psychotherapy as a means to enhance access to mental health services and overcome 
spatial and structural barriers, while adhering to professional ethics and clinical standards.

Mental Health in Jerusalem: Structural Challenges and Opportunities 

for Developing Digital Mental Health Services

This study examines mental health in Jerusalem as a product of a colonial structure that generates continuous 
psychological suffering among Palestinians. It argues that psychotherapy is not a clinically neutral practice, but a 
politically situated field shaped by structural oppression and resilience. Drawing on semi-structured interviews 
with Palestinian therapists and service users and informed by Foucault's concepts of biopower and surveillance 
alongside community and digital mental health literature, the study shows that digital psychotherapy serves 
both as a therapeutic tool and as a space for reconstructing selfhood under colonial surveillance. It concludes 
that mental health in Jerusalem is inherently political, and that protecting privacy is essential for developing 
locally grounded digital therapeutic models.
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Bilal Salayme 

Postdoctoral Researcher at the Geneva Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, where he 
contributes to and coordinates the project "State-Building and the Global Practices of Security Sector Reform" 
at the Center on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding. He is also a lecturer in international security and 
Middle East studies at the International Institute in Geneva. He holds a PhD in International Relations and 
Political Science from the Geneva Graduate Institute with distinction. His peer-reviewed articles are published in 
International Studies Quarterly, International Affairs, Contemporary Security Policy, International Peacekeeping, 
International Journal of Conflict Management, among others.

Securitizing the Camp: How the Assad Regime Securitized and 

Governed the Palestinian Camps during the Syrian Revolution

How did the Assad regime's security apparatuses securitize the social and political life in Palestinian refugee 
camps during the Syrian revolution? This paper addresses this question by critically analysing thousands of 
documents that belong to the local office of the Military Intelligence (Branch 261) in the al-A'idin Palestinian 
refugee camp in Homs. Building on securitization theory and its sociological turn, the paper argues that the 
regime's approach to Palestinian refugees produces multilayer securitization. It shows that securitization was 
enacted not only through routine surveillance and security, but also bureaucratic and administrative practices 
that penetrated everyday life, humanitarian aid, and political activity in the camps. These practices extended 
from monitoring individual movements and humanitarian activities to the regulation of Palestinian factions 
and proxy militias. The study contributes to two bodies of scholarship: first, to Palestinian studies by shedding 
light on the relationship between Palestinian refugees and host-state regimes (in this case during the Syrian 
conflict); and second to security studies by illustrating how securitization layers are produced through security 
and bureaucratic practices.
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Programmer and Data Scientist at the ACRPS Digital Research Unit. He holds a bachelor's degree in Computer and 
Communications Engineering from the American University of Beirut (AUB). Previously, he worked as a Full Stack 
Developer at CMA CGM. His research interests include Language Models, Arabic Natural Language Processing 
(NLP), Computer Architecture, and Software Design.

Shifts in Research Interests and Discourse on Palestine:  

A Cross-Document Study

This paper examines shifts in research interests and discursive trends in academic scholarship on Palestine 
through an analysis of thematic and methodological changes in scholarly production between 2010 and 2025. 
The study draws on a database of peer-reviewed journal articles and research papers in the field of Palestinian 
studies, in addition to research proposals submitted to the three editions of the Annual Palestine Forum. In 
total, the research team analysed approximately 20,000 academic articles. Methodologically, the paper employs 
cross-document content analysis alongside discourse analysis to trace the evolution of research themes, 
methodological approaches, and dominant framing narratives within Palestinian studies. The study also seeks 
to map the broader research landscape and identify patterns of shifting scholarly attention to specific topics over 
time. The paper concludes by highlighting the dynamics of change in research trends within Palestinian studies, 
contributing to a deeper understanding of the field's contemporary trajectories.



39

Dana Al-Azzeh 

Visiting Fellow at the Lebanese American University Institute of Migration Studies. She holds a master's degree 
in Social Work from Columbia University. She was as a Research Associate at the Doha Institute for Graduate 
Studies and has taught at institutions in the United States and Jordan and worked with UNHCR. Her research 
focuses on identity development among marginalized and disenfranchised communities, perceptions of mental 
health among survivors of political violence, trauma-informed methodologies, and psychosocial healing within 
communities impacted by systemic injustice and forced displacement. She co-authored "Psychological impacts 
of maternal migration on left-behind children: a cross-cultural review" and "Inclusive Inquiry: A Compassionate 
Journey in Trauma-Informed Qualitative Research with GBV Survivors from Displaced Communities" in Frontiers 
in Psychology.

Bridges to Recovery: Gazans' Perceptions of Mental Health and Mental 

Health Services

This study explores the perceptions of individuals from the Gaza Strip on mental health and mental health 
services. It examines their help-seeking behaviours, the factors that facilitate or hinder access to mental health 
care, and the coping strategies they employ in response to their current living conditions, in addition to the long-
term impacts of the genocide that has continued for nearly two years. Through this analysis, the study seeks 
to contribute to the development of culturally and contextually appropriate psychological interventions that 
are responsive to the realities of Gazan society. The study also aims to provide mental health practitioners with 
community-grounded insights that can inform the design of services aligned with public understandings of 
mental health, while addressing barriers to care and identifying factors that may encourage greater utilization 
of services. Moreover, it generates knowledge rooted in the Gazan community itself by highlighting participants' 
critical awareness of structural and cultural obstacles to care, as well as the practical and innovative solutions 
they propose. In doing so, the study offers both scholarly and applied contributions to mental health practice in 
contexts shaped by prolonged structural violence.
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Practitioner in Residence at Georgetown University in Qatar. She is a lawyer and analyst who has worked as the 
Palestine based Communications Director with the Institute for Middle East Understanding.

How (Not) to Cover a Genocide: Experiences from Journalists in 

Palestine Reporting on Israel's Genocide in Gaza

This paper begins with an examination of the laws of war and examines the actions that are clearly war crimes. 
We explore the very stringent legal requirements to turn hospitals into "targets" – none of which were met in 
the numerous occasions that Israel bombed Gaza's hospitals. From there, we turn to the targeting of Palestinian 
journalists and conclude that, based on our own personal experience, that there are three primary reasons that 
US and European journalists have failed to cover these obvious war crimes in a pertinent manner, often accepting 
Israeli claims when, if at all, they are presented: (1) journalists' failure to recognize or understand the context 
of Israel's military occupation of the Gaza Strip; (2) journalists mimicking Israel's persistent dehumanization of 
Palestinians due to lack of access to Gaza and (3) the presence of organizations such as Honest Report (which 
would be more aptly named dishonest) that attacks Palestinian journalists, demonizes Palestinian analysts and 
interviewees and presses for terminology changes in order to silence foreign journalists. Meanwhile there is no 
Palestinian equivalent organization to counter these attacks.
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Associate Researcher at the French Institute for the Near East and for the Chair of Contemporary History of the 
Arab World at the Collège de France and the Centre Thucydide (Université Paris-Panthéon-Assas). She holds a 
PhD in political science and is a postdoctoral researcher at the European University Institute (EUI) in Florence. 
She previously held a postdoctoral fellowship with the Arab Council for the Social Sciences. She is also a member 
of the editorial board of the French journal Confluences Méditerranée. Her research focuses on two main areas: 
Egypt's foreign policy towards Palestine since the 1980s; and the recomposition of Palestinian power, both in 
Palestine and in Lebanon.

The Palestinian Political Map in Lebanon: Unpacking Palestinian 

Divisions through Politics in Ein el-Hilweh Refugee Camp

This paper argues that increasing competition within Palestinian factions and tensions among them, as well 
as organized efforts to confront the ongoing occupation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories have become 
more evident from afar. Both the Israeli colonial system and Palestinian authoritarianism work to suppress these 
dynamics. The paper contends that Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon have long served as echo chambers 
for hidden political intrigues and power struggles in Ramallah and Gaza. By shifting the analytical focus to 
Lebanon, this study aims to deepen our understanding of the processes behind the formation, consolidation, 
and exercise of Palestinian power. In addition to contributing to Palestinian studies by analysing factionalism, it 
sheds light on a less recognized yet important aspect of Lebanese politics and its impact on Palestinian actors. 
The study focuses on the issues of representation and mediation, adopting a relational approach to power and a 
methodology based on event analysis and in-depth interviews. These dynamics were illustrated through clashes 
between Fatah and Islamist groups in the Ein el-Hilweh refugee camp during the summer of 2023.
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PhD student in Media Studies at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. His research focuses on media 
representation, Arab media systems, and political communication in the MENA region. He is currently working 
on comparative research projects examining journalistic practices and political narratives, with a particular 
focus on North African media contexts.

Framing the Human Cost: Emotional Narratives in Coverage of the 

Gaza Prisoner Exchange by The New York Times, The Guardian, and 

Fox News

This content analysis examines how three Western outlets – The Guardian, The New York Times (NYT), and 
Fox News – covered the 2025 Gaza ceasefire hostage-prisoner exchange. The research was undergirded by 
framing theory and an emotions-as-frames approach. Findings reveal a convergence of emotional frames across 
outlets, yet the majority of emotions centred released Israelis; episodic pieces predominated and also steered 
focus toward Israelis, while thematic stories diffused attention. The analysis also considers patterns of sourcing 
in the coverage and how the selection of voices contributes to the construction of emotional narratives. The 
qualitative analysis identified three mechanisms that explain Israeli-centred empathy: selective humanization 
of hostages, symbolic politics of the exchange, and strategic ambiguity. The study advances emotions-as-frames 
in comparative coverage of negotiated hostage exchange.
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Founder and Director of the Liberation Psychology Program at Mada al-Carmel – the Arab Center for Applied social 
research in Haifa, where she formerly served as Associate Director. Certified psychotherapist operating a private 
practice. She holds a post graduate diploma in psychotherapy, a master's degree in Educational Counselling, and a 
bachelor's degree in Psychology from the Department of Psychology at Haifa University, as well as accreditations 
in psychotherapy from local and European organizations. She has authored and edited research papers and 
writes for various local media outlets. She is interested in the study of structures of oppression and their impact 
on the mental health and the psychosocial well-being of Palestinian individuals and community.

The Experience of Palestinian Psychotherapists inside the Green Line 

from the Perspective of Liberation Psychology

Since the onset of the genocidal war on Gaza, violent and sustained attempts by the State of Israel to 
intimidate, persecute, and silence Palestinian citizens of Israel have intensified markedly, affecting workplaces, 
academia, and the healthcare system, including mental health services. Within this hostile climate, Palestinian 
mental health professionals have found themselves in an exceptionally complex professional, personal, and 
psychological position. Palestinian therapists have been constrained within Western-oriented frameworks that 
seek to impose the Israeli narrative of trauma and suffering as defined exclusively by Israeli society. This study 
traces the experiences of Palestinian therapists. It examines therapists' human, intellectual, and professional 
lived experiences of the war, as well as the policies of silencing and restriction they face; the psychological 
impact of these conditions on their political and professional identities; and the psychological and behavioural 
mechanisms they have employed to cope with these policies. The study adopts a qualitative approach grounded 
in the principles of critical liberation psychology as an overarching conceptual framework. It engages with the 
lived experiences of oppressed communities from a psychosocial and political perspective, and seeks to explore 
potential points of convergence between therapeutic selves and the collective Palestinian self.
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Political scientist and Research Fellow at Trinity College Dublin, where she lectures in the Department of Political 
Science. Her research focuses on migration, ethnopolitical exclusion, identity politics, and state development in 
the Middle East and Sub-Saharan Africa. She earned her PhD from Trinity in 2023 with a dissertation titled "The 
Exit Option", funded by the Irish Research Council. Her work has been published in journals including the Journal 
of Eastern African Studies, where she analysed social media and ethnic rhetoric in Kenya's 2022 election, and she 
has forthcoming research on state violence and disablement in Palestine.

Limitations to Ethical Research in an Unethical World: A Case Study on 

Palestine

How can scholars study politics and society in the MENA region within unethical academic structures? Modern 
social sciences, formalized during an era of scientific racism and colonial exclusion, remain embedded in 
imperialist frameworks. Ethical review processes, though designed to mitigate harm, often reinforce state 
interests and marginalize critical perspectives, particularly on Palestine and other indigenous struggles where 
Western institutions legitimize occupation while dismissing indigenous resistance. This article traces biases 
across the research lifecycle: ethical boards and journals privilege state-centric narratives, silencing decolonial 
scholarship and misrepresenting anti-colonial struggles. Employing Palestine as a case study, it analyses how 
institutional gatekeeping reproduces colonial violence epistemologically. While focused on MENA, this critique 
underscores the need for decolonial reforms to address academia's complicity in structural harm and advance 
equitable knowledge production.
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Palestinian scholar specialized in postcolonial and cultural studies and Assistant Professor at the Birzeit 
University Department of Philosophy and Cultural Studies. She holds a PhD in Postcolonial Studies from 
Northumbria Newcastle University (UK), an MA in Cultural and Literary Studies from Durham University (UK), 
and a BA in English and French Literature from Bethlehem University (Palestine). Her masters focused on the 
cultural memory of genocide, while her doctoral dissertation analysed autobiographical narratives and political 
writings in post-Oslo Palestine, focusing on the complex coloniality introduced by the Oslo Accords.

Pessoptimist Politics: The Logic and Limits of Palestinian Anticolonial 

Pragmatism

Situated between settler-colonial studies and political theory, this article develops the concept of "pessoptimist 
politics" as a critical vantage point for understanding Palestinian pragmatism under enduring settler-colonialism. 
Drawing on Emile Habiby's literary figure of the "pessoptimist" alongside the autobiographical writings of 
political figures from the pragmatic camp, the article examines the shift from revolutionary maximalism, to 
realpolitik; a pragmatic, reluctant politics of survival. Rather than regarding pragmatism as mere defeat or 
capitulation, the article interprets it as an existential, paradoxical, indigenous practice within an anti-indigenous 
world order; an attempt to preserve continuity in the face of erasure, revealing both its inherent contradictions 
and painful compromises.
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Researcher and lecturer in Middle East and International Politics, Struggles of Recognition, Palestine/Israel and 
Colonial Studies. He holds a PhD in Middle East Politics from the University of Exeter, UK. He has authored several 
books and book chapters, and numerous peer-reviewed articles in leading international journals. His recent 
book, Politics of Recognition in Settler Colonial States: Normalizing Dispossession and Elimination in Palestine, 
was published with I.B Tauris.

Sumud in the Face of Settler-Colonial Genocide in Gaza

Since October 2023, Zionist settler-colonial violence has crossed the threshold of genocide. Drawing on genocide 
studies and settler-colonial theory, this paper conceptualizes Palestinian sumud (roughly steadfastness) as an 
Indigenous thought structure and resistance practices that have historically functioned as both praxis and a way 
of life. Following the 1948 Nakba, sumud enabled Palestinians who survived ethnic cleansing, an eliminatory 
but non-genocidal phase of settler-colonial violence, to remain on their land and sustain Indigenous collective 
presence. In 2023, however, genocide shifted from a speculative condition into an actual process, waged most 
intensely against Palestinians in Gaza. While sumud initially emerged in response to Zionist eliminatory violence 
short of genocide, it has persisted and adapted as a primary mode of resistance and being under genocidal 
conditions. Consequently, sumud's persistence, as transpired in Gaza, constituted its renewed and expanded 
meanings and practices. This paper examines the thought structures underpinning sumud's practices, arguing 
that these foundations recharge sumud as a medium of resistance to Zionist settler-colonial genocide.
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Lecturer in Birzeit University and an expert in Israeli security doctrine, civil-military relations, and regional Middle 
Eastern politics. He holds a PhD in Political Science from Haifa University. He has published extensively, with 
numerous peer-reviewed articles and book chapters on Israeli military strategy, the Jordan Valley annexation, 
and Palestinian-Israeli relations. His 2023 article on Israel's Jordan Valley annexation motives was among the 
most-viewed in Middle East Policy. He is a research associate at the Institute for Palestine Studies and Madar 
Research Institute, and peer reviewer for leading academic journals including Siyasat Arabiya and Journal of 
Middle Eastern Studies. He is frequently consulted by media outlets and policy institutions throughout the Arab 
world on Israeli security and regional affairs.

Reshaping the Regional Security Landscape: Israeli Pre-emptive 

Prevention as Post-Gaza Doctrine

This paper argues that the war on Gaza following 7 October 2023 marked a structural turning point in Israeli 
security doctrine, shifting from conflict management and relative deterrence toward a doctrine of comprehensive 
preventive denial. It conceptualizes this shift as a transition from an operational practice to a governing principle 
that redefines threat in open-ended terms and legitimizes prolonged warfare across time and space. The study 
examines four arenas of application: Gaza and the West Bank, through strategies of maximum force and spatial 
reengineering; the northern front, through the erosion of the "unity of fronts" and post–UN Resolution 1701 
arrangements; the Syrian arena, through buffer-zone expansion and the neutralization of military capabilities; 
and the confrontation with Iran, which revealed Israel's growing reliance on the United States as an operational 
partner. The paper concludes that this doctrinal transformation deepens rather than resolves the crisis of 
deterrence. Methodologically, it employs policy-oriented discourse analysis of Israeli strategic assessments, 
linking doctrinal change to layered border-control strategies, demographic calculations, and the risks of long-
term instability and regional blowback in an increasingly polarized international system.
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Director of the Arab Digital and Social Studies Unit at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and Associate 
Professor in the Department of Computer and Electrical Engineering at the American University of Beirut. He 
holds a PhD in Computing from the University of Texas, Austin and a master's and bachelor's in Engineering from 
the American University of Beirut. He has worked at several companies such as IBM, Sun Microsystems, and SCO. 
His research interests focus on enhancing automated reasoning for program correctness and natural language 
processing, especially with relation to the Arabic language and medical texts.

Shifts in Research Interests and Discourse on Palestine:  

A Cross-Document Study

This paper examines shifts in research interests and discursive trends in academic scholarship on Palestine 
through an analysis of thematic and methodological changes in scholarly production between 2010 and 2025. 
The study draws on a database of peer-reviewed journal articles and research papers in the field of Palestinian 
studies, in addition to research proposals submitted to the three editions of the Annual Palestine Forum. In 
total, the research team analysed approximately 20,000 academic articles. Methodologically, the paper employs 
cross-document content analysis alongside discourse analysis to trace the evolution of research themes, 
methodological approaches, and dominant framing narratives within Palestinian studies. The study also seeks 
to map the broader research landscape and identify patterns of shifting scholarly attention to specific topics over 
time. The paper concludes by highlighting the dynamics of change in research trends within Palestinian studies, 
contributing to a deeper understanding of the field's contemporary trajectories.



49

Fanny Christou 

Political scientist and Acting Head of the MENA programme at the Swedish Institute of International Affairs 
(Stockholm), and Associate Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Political Studies, Paris and Fellow 
at the Institut Convergences Migrations (France). She completed her PhD in Human Geography in 2017 at the 
University of Poitiers, American University of Beirut, and Sciences Po Paris, focusing on the political mobilization 
of the Palestinian diaspora in Sweden. Her expertise lies in diaspora politics, with a specific focus on Middle 
Eastern diasporas in Europe, their political engagement and migration experiences in a context shaped by 
transnational repression and democratic erosion.

Reimagining Resistance and Contesting Silence Beyond Borders: 

Palestinian Diaspora Mobilization and Solidarity Movements in 

Sweden Post-7 October 2023

Through a decolonial lens, this paper explores the dynamics of translocal Palestinian resistance in Sweden 
following 7 October 2023. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork during the 2024 Eurovision Song Contest in 
Malmö, the study documents how diasporic Palestinian translocal resistance responds not only to the genocide 
in Gaza but also to increasing securitization and Sweden's evolving foreign policy. This article responds to the 
call for more analyses that centre Palestine through decolonial lenses, offering a nuanced understanding of how 
diasporas become agents of resistance and transformation. Ultimately, the paper argues that the Palestinian case 
in Malmö exemplifies how diasporas can act as forces for decolonizing societies in the Global North, articulating 
translocal solidarities that defy borders and unsettle hegemonic geopolitical alignments.
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Assistant Professor and Head of the Social Work Program at Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. Her latest 
publications include the co-authored studies "The living conditions of displaced women in Darfur from the 
perspective of anti-oppressive practices in social work" (Omran) and "Home invasions as incursion into body and 
homeland: Feminism and the politics of life and death in Palestine" (International Feminist Journal of Politics).

Bridges to Recovery: Gazans' Perceptions of Mental Health and Mental 

Health Services

This study explores the perceptions of individuals from the Gaza Strip on mental health and mental health 
services. It examines their help-seeking behaviours, the factors that facilitate or hinder access to mental health 
care, and the coping strategies they employ in response to their current living conditions, in addition to the long-
term impacts of the genocide that has continued for nearly two years. Through this analysis, the study seeks 
to contribute to the development of culturally and contextually appropriate psychological interventions that 
are responsive to the realities of Gazan society. The study also aims to provide mental health practitioners with 
community-grounded insights that can inform the design of services aligned with public understandings of 
mental health, while addressing barriers to care and identifying factors that may encourage greater utilization 
of services. Moreover, it generates knowledge rooted in the Gazan community itself by highlighting participants' 
critical awareness of structural and cultural obstacles to care, as well as the practical and innovative solutions 
they propose. In doing so, the study offers both scholarly and applied contributions to mental health practice in 
contexts shaped by prolonged structural violence.
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PhD candidate at the University of Michigan School of Information. She was awarded the Fulbright Scholarship 
for a master's degree in Public Policy from Trinity College (Connecticut) and holds a master's degree in Democracy 
and Human Rights and a bachelor's degree in English Language and Literature from Birzeit University. Her 
research examines the intersections of technology infrastructure and systems of oppression in Palestine. Her 
research is grounded in Human-Computer Interaction (HCI), Science and Technology Studies (STS), decolonial 
theory, militarism, and social justice.

Digital Annihilation in Gaza after 7 October: Internet Blackouts as 

Epistemic Violence

The internet blackouts in Gaza following the 7 October attacks were not incidental disruptions, but strategically 
deployed instruments of war that facilitated mass violence under enforced digital silence. Standard 
interpretations grounded in discourses of collateral damage or the digital divide obscure the structural violence at 
play. In response, this paper develops "digital annihilation" as a dramatic form of physical and epistemic violence 
conducted through control and disconnection of telecommunications infrastructure. Digital annihilation is a 
more directly material form of Edward Said's Orientalism that destroys Palestinians' ability to resist violence, 
while also stripping them of narrative agency and visibility. Through a theoretical synthesis buttressed by semi-
structured interviews with 18 Palestinians in Gaza, we analyse how telecom management and communication 
blackouts function as instruments of this process. Our analysis shows that while epistemic violence in Palestine 
echoes historical systems of oppression – such as Jim Crow segregation, South African apartheid, and French 
colonial rule in Algeria – digital annihilation represents a uniquely modern and intensified form of subjugation 
that compounds Palestinian precarity across both virtual and material dimensions. 

This paper is co-authored with Murad Idris and Kentaro Toyama.
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Programmer and data scientist at the ACRPS Digital Research Unit. He holds a bachelor's degree in Computer 
Science and Communications from the American University of Beirut (AUB). His research interests include 
distributed systems, computational linguistics and Arabic natural language processing.

Shifts in Research Interests and Discourse on Palestine:  

A Cross-Document Study

This paper examines shifts in research interests and discursive trends in academic scholarship on Palestine 
through an analysis of thematic and methodological changes in scholarly production between 2010 and 2025. 
The study draws on a database of peer-reviewed journal articles and research papers in the field of Palestinian 
studies, in addition to research proposals submitted to the three editions of the Annual Palestine Forum. In 
total, the research team analysed approximately 20,000 academic articles. Methodologically, the paper employs 
cross-document content analysis alongside discourse analysis to trace the evolution of research themes, 
methodological approaches, and dominant framing narratives within Palestinian studies. The study also seeks 
to map the broader research landscape and identify patterns of shifting scholarly attention to specific topics over 
time. The paper concludes by highlighting the dynamics of change in research trends within Palestinian studies, 
contributing to a deeper understanding of the field's contemporary trajectories.
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Professor of International Law at Mohammed V University in Rabat. He previously served as a Research Officer at 
the Moroccan Ministry of Human Rights. Over the last five years, his research focus has been on the Operating 
System of International Law, International Relations Theories, and New Regionalism. His recent publications 
include "The Applicability of International Law Rules: The Tragedy of System-Building in a Chaotic Context" and 
"The State in the Maghreb Region... and the Quest for Shaping a New Regional Identity".

Annexation Policies in Light of the Evolutive Interpretation of 

International Law Rules: The Sanctity of the Principle and the 

Responsibility of Third States

This paper investigates whether normative developments in international law, bolstered by ICJ jurisprudence 
and UN expertise, offer new frameworks for Palestinian legal advocacy. The study focuses on the prohibition 
of annexation as a peremptory norm (jus cogens), employing an "evolutive interpretation" of international law. 
It further analyses the legal consequences of this prohibition for both the Occupying Power and Third States. 
The research concludes that systematic annexation shifts the legal characterization of the occupation from a 
temporary regulated state to an inherently illegal situation that must be terminated. Furthermore, establishing 
annexation as a jus cogens violation elevates third-state responsibility from mere abstinence to an affirmative 
duty to act against internationally wrongful conduct. Ultimately, the research redefines "prolonged occupation" 
not as a traditional form of occupation, but as a systematic policy of annexation.
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Architect with nearly twenty years of professional experience in architecture and interior design across Jordan, 
UAE, and Qatar. She is PhD candidate and researcher in Architecture at Qatar University, where she focuses on the 
condition of sacred buildings in contexts of wars and conflicts. She holds a master's degree in Islamic Art, Architecture 
and Urbanism from Hamad Bin Khalifa University, in addition to a bachelor's and master's degree in architecture 
from the University of Jordan. Her academic and research interests include architectural heritage, architecture, art, 
and Islamic thought, as well as Arab and Islamic cultural heritage, with a particular focus on Palestine.

Al-Quds and al-Khalil: A Forensic Architectural Analysis of the 

Fragmentation of Sacred Spaces

This study presents a temporal and spatial comparative analysis of the occupation and division of sacred 
buildings and historic old towns in al-Quds and al-Khalil from 1994 to the present. It is based on fieldwork, 
archival research, documentary and journalistic sources, and an analysis of relevant literature. The study forms 
part of a broader research project adopting a forensic architecture methodology, through which images and 
architectural drawings of sacred buildings and their surrounding areas are analysed and documented as forensic 
evidence of crimes committed against memory, identity, and place. The research identifies clear intersections 
between the policies used in the division of the Ibrahimi Mosque and those gradually implemented at Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. While the international status of Al-Aqsa has delayed direct occupation and explicit spatial division, the 
similarities in patterns of restriction and control reveal systematic strategies, including architectural segregation, 
manipulation of language and symbols, and punitive surveillance of public and private life.
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Palestine Project Coordinator at Arab Center, Washington DC. She is also a PhD candidate in History and Middle 
Eastern Studies at Harvard University, and holds a master's degree from the University of Chicago's Center 
for Middle Eastern Studies. Previously, she was an adjunct professor at DePaul University's Religious Studies 
Department, where she taught courses on religion and politics in the Middle East. Her writing has appeared in 
outlets including The Hill, Vox, Middle East Eye, Metras, and The Nation.

Introducing "Palestine Explained": A Digital Platform by the Arab 

Center Washington DC

  Palestine Explained, a project launched by the Arab Center, Washington DC, is a repository that curates resources 
and information to empower researchers of all backgrounds to easily find answers and explore new dimensions 
of the Palestine question. Since the start of Israel's genocide in Gaza, there has been a sharp increase in interest 
and demand for information on Palestine in the United States. Meanwhile, a wave of intensified disinformation, 
censorship, and digital repression has made finding credible sources difficult. Set up in response to these 
dynamics, Palestine Explained gathers and presents credible, reliable, and vetted sources for understanding 
Palestine, past and present, for a wide range of users, from veteran researchers to the general public.
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Researcher specializing in International Relations History and Islamic History. She holds a BA, MA, and PhD in 
History from Helwan University, Egypt. She writes and lectures on historical diplomacy and East–West interactions 
during the medieval period. Her publications include The Andalusian Frontiers of the Islamic Fath until the Fall 
of the Umayyad Caliphate in al-Andalus and Embassies in the Fatimid Caliphate since Its Establishment in Egypt, 
published by the General Egyptian Book Organization, in addition to several peer-reviewed academic studies.

The United Nations between Collapse and Reform amid the War on 

Gaza and Escalating Global Conflicts: An Analytical Study

This study analyses the role and future of the United Nations in the context of the war on Gaza and escalating 
global conflicts. It argues that the organization – particularly the Security Council – is facing a deep legitimacy 
crisis driven by structural imbalances, the continued use of the veto, and the dominance of great power interests. 
The research examines whether the UN still possesses the capacity to act as a credible guarantor of international 
peace or whether its repeated failures indicate growing marginalization. Using a qualitative analytical approach, 
the study relies on UN official documents, Security Council and General Assembly resolutions, and case studies 
of Gaza (2023–2025) and Ukraine, supported by relevant academic literature. The findings reveal that despite 
retaining symbolic authority and humanitarian relevance through its agencies, the UN's inability to respond 
decisively to major crises highlights a widening legitimacy gap. The study concludes that meaningful institutional 
reform is essential to preserve the UN's role in global governance.
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Urban sociologist and feminist activist. She is a Research Associate at Mada al-Carmel – the Arab Center for 
Applied Social Research in Haifa, a Postdoctoral Fellow in the "Europe in the Middle East - the Middle East in 
Europe" (EUME) programme in Berlin, and a Senior Fellow at the Institute for Palestine Studies. She holds a PhD in 
Sociology and two MA degrees in Criminology and Gender Studies. Her scholarship examines settler colonialism 
and its entanglements with urban formations. Her work critically engages with processes of (de/re)urbanization 
in Palestine and explores the interrelations among space, knowledge, and politics. More recently, her research 
has focused on cities and neoliberalism, as well as on culture and art as both instruments of colonial governance 
and generative spaces for resistance and political imagination.

Israel and Palestinians inside the Green Line: The Dialectics of 

Resolution and Strategic Manoeuvring Post-7 October

This paper frames the current moment as a pivotal crossroads in Israel's relationship with Palestinians inside the 
Green Line, in which the state is pushing to reconfigure this relationship toward a colonial dependency model. 
This dependency is exercised not only through direct exclusion, but also through the production of a Palestinian 
subject redefined as a de-nationalized individual, integrated into Israel's economic and administrative structures 
under conditions of subjugation, surveillance, and political conditionality. It examines structural transformations 
in Israeli state policies toward Palestinians since 7 October 2023, exploring how 1948 Palestinians have responded 
to these shifts. It perceives these policies not as a temporary security escalation or contingent restriction, but a 
revelatory moment within a broader trajectory in which Israel seeks to resolve the enduring tension since the 
Nakba between 1948 Palestinians' ties to their homeland and fellow Palestinians, and a curtailed, conditional 
form of Israeli citizenship, decisively favouring the latter.
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Professor of History and Language at the Free University of Berlin. She holds a PhD in Social Sciences/Cultural 
Studies and master's in social sciences from Humboldt University of Berlin. She also holds a master's degree in 
German Civilization and Political Science from the University of Salzburg. She previously worked in the German 
Parliament as an assistant to members of the Social Democratic Party and the Green Party. She is involved in 
a German Swiss translation project for a philosophical anthology on freedom, to be published by De Gruyter, 
translating selected texts by Rachid Ghannouchi (Freedom in Islam) and Azmi Bishara (An Essay on Freedom) 
from Arabic into German.

From Denouncing the Crime to Criminalizing Condemnation: How 

Official Moral Discourse Is Used to Enforce Silence on Genocide

This paper examines scandalization (policies of moral blackmail) in German discourse on the war on Gaza, 
drawing on Hans Mathias Kepplinger's media logic, John B. Thompson's concept of symbolic domination, 
and Chantal Mouffe's analysis of moral exclusion. It argues that scandalization is not used to expose ethical 
violations, but to turn critical positions toward the dominant German narrative on Gaza into objects of moral 
condemnation. Through critical hermeneutic discourse analysis of media and academic texts since October 2023, 
the paper shows how this mechanism contributes to silencing critique of Gaza and reinforcing moral consensus 
rooted in Holocaust memory.
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Architect and researcher working across architecture, art, and cultural studies. He is a PhD candidate at the 
University of South-Eastern Norway, where he explores the question: "What does dignity mean to the oppressed?". 
He is a member of the "Entity of Decolonization," in collaboration with DAAR (Decolonizing Architecture Art 
Research); a partner in the Architecture of Repair in Palestine collective and podcast; author of the Anti-Atlas 
of Colonial-Fascist Architecture in 1940 Sicily (Royal Institute of Art, 2024); and co-editor of a forthcoming book 
titled The Contingency of Human Dignity (Lit Verlag, 2026). His research interests lie in architecture, dignity, 
archives, politics, and cultural studies.

Profaning Dignity: Exploring the Political Disparity of the Concept 

through Palestine

This paper argues that the political dimensions of dignity have been sacrificed in dominant human rights 
conventions and contemporary academic writings, where dignity is celebrated as a moral concept signifying an 
inherited respect for all beings and is reduced to a mere placeholder. By centring on the embodied expressions 
of dignity witnessed during the funeral of veteran journalist Shireen Abu Akleh in Jerusalem on 13 May 2022, this 
article advances the urgent need to profane dignity under Giorgio Agamben's terms. It forwards a theorization of 
dignity grounded in lived experiences, indignation, and reverence as resistance. It further argues that dignity for 
the oppressed has shifted from the sacredness of life to the sacredness of martyrdom. In so doing, it argues that 
there should be a distinction between the commonly accepted moral definition of dignity, the dignity demanded 
by those who carried out the funeral, and the dignity weaponized by systems of oppression.
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Professor of International Relations at the Complutense University of Madrid Faculty of Political Science and 
Sociology, and a researcher affiliated with the Complutense Institute of International Studies. He also teaches 
in various postgraduate programs and at the Diplomatic School of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He 
is co-director of the Complutense Research Group on the Maghreb and the Middle East and a member of the 
International University Observatory on Western Sahara and the Ibero-American Network on Business and 
Human Rights. His most recent publications include The Palestinian Question. Colonialism, Nakba, Occupation, 
and Genocide; Palestine: From the Oslo Accords to Apartheid; and Between Spain and Palestine: A Critical Review 
of Relations.

Spain and the Palestine Question: What Has Changed?

The Spanish government's stance during the Gaza genocide has stood out among European Union member states 
and earned widespread praise in Arab and Global South public opinion. This position is not accidental; it reflects 
decades of policy choices that have shaped Spain's distinctive approach to Palestine. Key milestones include 
hosting the Madrid Conference in 1991, providing substantial financial support to the Palestinian Authority, 
maintaining a consistent pro-Palestinian voting record at the United Nations, and, more recently, recognizing 
the State of Palestine in May 2024 alongside the adoption of sanctions. However, Spain's position is not without 
problems. It has often instrumentalized the Palestine question as a source of prestige to strengthen ties with 
Arab countries – partners with which it maintains significant economic relations – and to safeguard its enclaves 
in North Africa. These dynamics limit Spain's capacity and political will to exert meaningful influence within the 
EU and help explain why it remains far from fulfilling its obligations in light of recent events.



61

Islam Rabee 

Assistant Researcher and General Coordinator of the Quarterly Economic Monitor at the Palestine Economic 
Policy Research Institute (MAS). He previously worked as General Coordinator of the Jerusalem Development 
Cluster Project and General Coordinator of a study into the prospects for cooperation and integration between 
the Palestinian economy on both sides of the Green Line. He has published extensive research on macroeconomics 
and the Palestinian labour market and worked at the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics from 2015-2018 
as a statistical assistant in the National Accounts Department. He holds a master's degree in Economics and a 
bachelor's degree in Applied Mathematics from Birzeit University.

Assessing West Bank Labour Market Performance during the War on 

the Gaza Strip: Through the Second Quarter 2025

This study primarily assesses the extent to which labour market outcomes in the West Bank have been affected by 
the shocks of the war, ranging from employment and unemployment rates to fluctuations in working hours and 
wages. Additionally, it tracks workers displaced from their jobs to gain a deeper understanding of the local labour 
market's capacity to absorb those who lost their livelihoods during the study period (Q4 2023 to Q2 2025). The 
added value of this research lies in its examination of the protracted economic effects on the Palestinian labour 
market and its resilience over the 21 months since the conflict began. By analysing both immediate impacts and 
long-term dynamics, this study provides a comprehensive overview of structural changes, ultimately supporting 
informed decision-making and the development of effective economic policies.
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Palestinian economic researcher based in Ramallah and currently working at the Palestinian Center for Israeli 
Studies (Madar). He previously served as an Assistant Researcher and External Relations Officer at the Palestine 
Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS) in Ramallah, where he led resource mobilization efforts, built 
partnerships, and designed and implemented policy-oriented research. His expertise and research interests 
focus on the political economy of Palestine, social protection, and crisis response programs in Palestine. He has 
coordinated multi-stakeholder research initiatives and policy dialogues, including MAS's ongoing "Roundtable" 
program and the National Dialogue on the Social Security Law (2023), and has also contributed to developing 
proposals and assessments for UN agencies and international donors.

Solidarity Economy in Palestine: Towards a Resilient Model That 

Promotes Economic Independence

This paper examines the solidarity economy as an alternative development framework, using the Palestinian 
case as a practical example of its application within a complex colonial context. By promoting local production, 
supporting cooperatives, and empowering communities, the research argues that the solidarity economy offers 
a comprehensive development vision that responds to local needs and enhances community resilience in times 
of crisis. The paper seeks to identify the general principles and defining characteristics of the cooperative work 
environment in Palestine in order to develop a methodology that addresses key issues facing cooperatives. These 
include their types and organizational forms, relationships with local communities, internal member dynamics, 
sustainability, management mechanisms, production models, employment creation, and other underexplored 
dimensions. As an introductory paper, it draws on a theoretical review of developmental and decolonial 
economic literature, including scholarship on economic independence, resistance economies, and cooperatives. 
It also incorporates in-depth interviews with relevant stakeholders, including experts in liberation development, 
officials in cooperative institutions, and those with cooperative experience in the West Bank.
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Lecturer of Philosophy at the American University of Beirut. His research explores how historical accounts 
can offer a basis for social and political critique. This includes looking into historicist critiques of modernity 
developed within the context of contemporary Arabic Political Philosophy. More recently, his work has examined 
the political consequences of society's increasing reliance on AI, including its impact on social divisions and the 
implications of AI-driven warfare for the Global South. His work also investigates the effects of the use of AI in 
the food industry on supply-chain inequality and broader questions of food sovereignty.

AI and War in the Global South: The Case of Gaza

This paper highlights three features of AI usage in the Gaza genocide. First, it argues that the use of these 
tools has developed into a form of orchestrated AI, exacerbating ethical and epistemic problems concerning 
its use. It then demonstrates how making use of AI weapons has allowed for maximally exploiting loopholes 
in International Humanitarian Law with respect to accidental damage and blurring distinctions between 
legitimate and illegitimate targets. Finally, the paper stipulates that the war on Gaza shows how the use of such 
technologies against citizens of the Global South instils a condition in which life itself becomes expendable. Such 
strategies are bound to be repeated in the Global South with the development of data-driven AI weapons that 
require continuous learning and training on new data in war zones.
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Arab Division of Geographical Names (2005–2022). He holds a master's degree from the University of Tucson and 
a bachelor's degree from Damascus University.

Escalation of Settlement Activity in Jerusalem amid the Genocidal War

Within Zionist narratives and historical discourse, successive Israeli governments have worked to re-engineer 
history and create the "Land of Israel". This includes the creation of the Jewish people and the creation of facts 
on the ground through Jewish dominance, sovereignty, and settlement, seeking to resurrect a long-gone history. 
This narrative frames the "liberation" of this land from Palestinian inhabitants as a central objective, evidenced 
by Prime Minister Netanyahu's claims that "We did not occupy Jerusalem; we liberated it". This narrative relies on 
inauthentic biblical interpretations that instrumentalize religious narrative for political purposes. Accordingly, 
the struggle over the city of Jerusalem can be described as a struggle over land and sovereignty and, at same 
time, a struggle over symbols, form, and appearance. Furthermore, this narrative has been extensively exploited 
to Judaize the city, using legislation, financial resources, and limitless political, moral, and financial support from 
the United States.
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Director of the Globalised Muslim World MSc programme at the University of Edinburgh Department of Islamic 
and Middle Eastern Studies. She holds a PhD in Anthropology and Comparative Study of Religion from the 
University of Groningen (Netherlands), an MA in Peace and Conflict Studies (Coventry University, UK) and MPhil in 
Anthropology and Development Studies (University of Bergen, Norway). Her academic interests and publications 
revolve around the topics of Global Islam and Muslim societies, refugee studies, migration, gender, water, 
environmental justice, and visual culture in Palestine and several countries in the Mediterranean, Europe, and 
Latin America. Her publications include the monograph Mecca in Morocco: Articulations of Muslim Pilgrimage in 
Moroccan Everyday Life, (Edinburgh University Press, 2024).

Surviving Surveillance Systems in Palestine: Academic Freedom under 

Settler-Colonialism

This paper examines academic freedom in Palestinian universities under settler-colonial conditions, focusing on 
how intersecting systems of surveillance shape the possibilities of teaching, learning, and knowledge production. 
Departing from the premise that education is never politically neutral, the study conceptualizes higher education 
as a site simultaneously structured by power and capable of fostering critique, imagination, and survival. While 
existing scholarship often frames Israeli surveillance as the primary mechanism of academic repression, this 
research asks a broader question: how do multiple, entangled regimes of military, bureaucratic, digital, and 
donor-driven surveillance collectively reconfigure academic freedom in the West Bank? Drawing on critical 
theories of structural and slow violence, the reproduction of domination through education, and emancipatory 
pedagogy, the paper explores how these regimes delimit what can be researched, taught, articulated, or even 
imagined within the university. Methodologically, the study is grounded in qualitative fieldwork with academics 
and students in the West Bank, foregrounding academic freedom as an ethical and political condition.
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Educational counsellor and community activist from Jenin, Palestine. She holds a BA in Social Work from Al-Quds 
Open University. She works in public schools and is actively involved in educational and psychosocial initiatives, 
specializing in psychological support, counselling, and work with children and adolescents in contexts of stress, 
trauma, and protracted violence.

Teachers' Voices: Between Survival and Resistance

Field testimonies highlight how the role of the teacher has expanded beyond the transmission of academic 
knowledge to become a profoundly social and psychological one. Teachers have assumed responsibilities 
of emotional support, care, and hope-building, while leading educational initiatives under extremely harsh 
conditions—whether amid continuous bombardment in Gaza or under policies of restriction and persecution 
in the West Bank. These testimonies reveal clear differences between the first and second years in terms of 
maturity, adaptability, and the development of more realistic and sustainable educational tools. Educational and 
community initiatives oscillate between creativity and targeting. The paper reviews learning experiences in Gaza 
and the West Bank that have faced bombardment, closure, or funding restrictions, yet nevertheless succeeded 
in creating alternative spaces for learning. These experiences reveal new possibilities that have emerged in the 
absence or disruption of the formal education system, contributing to a redefinition of education as an act of 
resilience and a collective practice that preserves the right to learn while opening non-traditional horizons for 
learners and communities.
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Freelance Palestinian journalist and researcher. She holds a master's degree in Israeli Studies and a bachelor's 
degree in Journalism and Media from Birzeit University. She is interested in Indigenous, liberatory knowledge 
about marginalized individuals in Palestine, especially prisoners.

Reproduction of Liberation: Reading Gilboa

This paper approaches the act of liberatory escape from Gilboa Prison (2021) as a structural–epistemic event 
situated within a broader project of dismantling the colonial settler system in Palestine. Escape is not read as 
an isolated material or tactical act, but as a rhizomatic production of knowledge emerging from conditions of 
domination, one that reconfigures the relationship between body, land, time, and knowledge. Within a colonial 
architecture that tightly regulates Palestinian space and time, the tunnel emerges as an underground mode 
of passage that subverts the logic of vertical domination and restores the Indigenous body to the centre of 
historical agency. The paper traces the formation of liberatory imagination within the carceral consciousness 
as an epistemological force that exceeds modern instrumental rationality and generates what may be termed 
"counter-subterranean knowledge," produced from the darkness of the cells and capable of re-mapping 
geography from below. Escape thus raises a broader methodological question regarding its transposability from 
the "geography of the small prison" to the "geography of the large prison" – the militarized Palestinian space 
in all its configurations – positioning escape as an epistemic act of refusal that transforms the narrative from 
subjugation to a knowing, resisting subject beyond colonial constraint.
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Researcher in Palestinian literature, with a particular focus on postcolonial studies, memory and identity studies, 
and discourse analysis. She holds an MA in Comparative Literature from the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. 
Her research interests include Palestinian resistance literature – particularly prison and diaspora literature – as 
well as the intersections of cultural journalism, translation, and cultural criticism. She has published several 
articles in the fields of literary, and cultural criticism across various Arab platforms.

The Representation of the Colonial Experience in Prison Literature:  

A Spatial Reading of A Mask the Color of the Sky by Basem Khandakji

This study examines the colonial experience and its role in shaping Palestinian resistance literature, taking prison 
literature as a case study and approaching it as an ongoing literary practice produced within Israeli prisons. It 
analyses how this experience is reflected in the spatial structure of the text in the context of colonial criticism 
and deconstructing its mechanisms, while foregrounding its connection to the colonial experience beyond the 
prison space. This perspective establishes the relationship between the writer and the text, as well as between 
the text and the external world. The study highlights the significance of Palestinian prison literature in advancing 
spatial studies in literature by conceptualizing space as a central epistemic structure for understanding the crisis 
of knowledge under colonial power and the dominant narrative. It further examines how the cultural status of 
prisoners shapes the epistemic value of literary texts, through polyphony and ideological critique, for constructing 
a counter-narrative that resists the Zionist narrative. The novel A Mask the Color of the Sky by the recently freed 
writer Basem Khandakji constitutes the corpus of this study, given its literary specificity in reflecting Palestinian 
reality under colonial domination and in articulating an open text that transcends the prison space through 
spatial representation.
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Professor of Japanese Studies and Language at the University of Baghdad. He holds a PhD in Medieval European 
History, an MA in Modern History, and a BA in History from the University of Baghdad College of Arts, where 
he served as Dean 2019-2020. He has published many books and translations between Japanese and Arabic, 
including Iraq and Japan Eighty Years of Friendship (2021) and Iraq and Japan History, Society and Heritage (2025). 
He received the Order of the Japanese Foreign Minister (2014), and the Order of the Emperor of Japan (2019).

Transformations in Palestinian Studies in Japan: From the October 

1973 Shock to the Gaza Nakba of 2023

Arabic and Middle Eastern studies in Japan have undergone important transformations since the late 19th century. 
These include three major shifts: The first served the Japanese colonial empire until the defeat of Japan during 
the second world war and its transition to pacifism, whereby Arabic and Middle Eastern studies were utilized to 
reinforce colonial concepts. The second represented the structural transformation of Japanese studies on Arabs 
between 1945 and 1973, which ushered in a relative and tentative Japanese rapprochement towards the Arabs. The 
third transformation triggered a significant leap forward and the widespread development of Arabic and Islamic 
studies in Japan following the post-1973 Arab Israeli war "Oil Shock". The Palestine Question was central to this 
transformation. Since the 1970s, Japan and the Arab countries have grown dramatically closer, as expressed by 
the progressive Japanese attitudes in support for Arab issues and the contribution to development, in parallel 
with governmental and corporate Japanese support for Arabic, Islamic, and Middle Eastern studies programmes.
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Palestinian Associate Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. He has published tens of 
research articles and books on Zionism, Israel, the Palestine question, the Arab Israeli conflict and Arab Israeli 
relations. His publications include The Jewish Agency and Syria During the Arab Revolt in Palestine: Secret 
Meetings and Negotiations (I.B.Tauris, 2023); Archives in Israel, The Israeli Historical Narrative and the Nakba: 
Unveiling the Report that refutes the Israeli Historical Narrative (Mada al Carmel, 2022; and Israel's Nuclear Policy 
and its National Decision Making Process (ACRPS, 2013).

The Contact between Israel and Akram Al-Hourani, Adib Al-Shishakli, 

and Field Marshal Abdel Hakim Amer: Case Study

This paper examines three specific instances of contact between Israel and three Arab leaders who played significant 
roles in their respective countries at the time and explores the circumstances and objectives behind each instance. 
The first case concerns Akram Al-Hourani in the early the 1950s. He was one of the most prominent Syrian leaders 
in the 1950s and 1960s, and held several important positions, including Minister of Defence in the early months of 
1950. The second concerns former Syrian President Adib Al-Shishakli, who led the country from December 1949 to 
February 1954, in the mid-1950s. The third case concerns Field Marshal Abdel Hakim Amer in 1965-1966, who was 
at that time serving as Vice President of the United Arab Republic and Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the Egyptian 
Armed Forces. This research relies on several sources, including the State Archives of Israel.
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Electronic Systems and Software Developer at the institute for Palestine Studies. She holds an MBA and a 
bachelor's degree in computer engineering. Specialized in the development and management of websites and 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), with experience in digital mapping, spatial data analysis, and a strong 
focus on enhancing digital publishing and improving user experience in digital projects.

Documentation as an Urgent Imperative: The Efforts of the Institute 

for Palestine Studies in Documenting the Genocide in Gaza

This paper examines the efforts of the Institute for Palestine Studies, from the very first day of the war on 
Gaza, in monitoring and documenting the war and its destruction of essential sectors of daily life. The work 
aims to preserve collective memory, understand events within their historical, political, and social contexts, and 
anticipate their future implications. The Institute has developed digital and archival platforms and specialized 
documentation databases that accurately and daily record the targeting of the health, education, agriculture, 
culture, prisoners, sports, and media sectors, in addition to monitoring developments in the West Bank and 
Jerusalem, through interactive maps, visual materials, and user-friendly databases. The paper also highlights the 
Institute's contribution to the production of analytical knowledge through policy papers prepared by specialized 
researchers, which address the military, political, social, and economic dimensions of the war, alongside book 
publications that fall within broader research and documentation efforts aimed at providing an in-depth and 
comprehensive reading of events within their historical and epistemological contexts.
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Researcher in culture and education, specializing in teacher professional development and instructional design. 
He works as an educational consultant at the Center for Continuing Education at Birzeit University, where he also 
supervises the "Madrasat al-Balad" programs and the design of educational materials. He holds an MA in Arabic 
Literature and Contemporary Arab Studies from Birzeit University. He has worked in school education, educational 
research, and teachers' professional development at the Abdel Mohsin Al-Qattan Foundation, where he employed 
approaches drawn from social and creative pedagogy, including Drama for Learning Contexts, Mantle of the 
Expert, and project-based learning. He supervised the development of pedagogical approaches that connect 
schools with their surrounding communities through the Art, Culture, and Community Participation Project.

Assault and Hybridity in Palestinian Education: The Decline of the 

School or Its Reproduction?

The Palestinian school takes shape at the intersection of history and culture: between the national liberation 
movement and the movement of education and culture. Both trajectories recover their vitality insofar as they 
are situated within a triad: a position of creativity and innovation grounded in lived experience; a position 
of development rooted in concepts of existential and identity-based production; and a position of resistance 
to the condition of occupation. This paper engages with a central question: Is the Palestinian school today 
experiencing a moment of decline, or is it reproducing itself through new hybrid forms of community-based 
and cultural education? It argues that the crisis of the Palestinian school cannot be reduced to administrative or 
curricular dysfunctions alone. Rather, it is rooted in the historical transformations that followed the post-Oslo 
fragmentation of the national project, when the school lost part of its emancipatory horizon. The paper further 
draws on a set of contemporary examples that operate alongside and expand beyond the formal school system. 
These include the Teachers' Voices Forums in Gaza and the West Bank; the Living Life and Building Hope pathway 
at the Tamer Institute; community learning centres (Madrasat al-Balad) at the Center for Continuing Education 
at Birzeit University; and the Palestine Tells Its Story Network. Together, these models demonstrate how an 
"alternative school" is taking shape, recovering what has been relegated to silence and inventing concepts and 
tools capable of linking the path of liberation with the path of social reconstruction.
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Research Fellow at Ulster University in Northern Ireland. In 2025, he was a Visiting Researcher at the Arab Center 
for Research and Policy Studies and at King's College London. He also worked as a lecturer in International 
Relations at the University of Exeter, where he completed his PhD. His recent publications include The Naqab 
Bedouins: A Century of Politics and Resistance (Columbia University Press, 2018) and From the Sea to the River 
(ACRPS, 2024). His study on Jerusalem International Airport was published in Space and Polity (2025). He also 
edited Routledge Handbook on Middle East Cities (2020) and his forthcoming book on Jerusalem during the 
Jordanian period will be published by Edinburgh University Press in 2026.

Jerusalem and Its Connectedness with Arab Capitals: 1948-1967

This paper examines the economic, political, and cultural networks linking Jerusalem during the Jordanian 
period to Arab capitals, focusing in particular on Jerusalem International Airport and the emergence of networks 
of education and everyday social relations. It demonstrates that, during the period of Jordanian administration, 
Jerusalem played a political and economic role no less significant than that of the Jordanian capital, Amman, 
serving as a central hub of connection with the Arab world. Jerusalemites played a central role through 
ministerial positions in Amman and in the Jerusalem municipality, making it an important Arab urban centre 
and a diplomatic hub. The airport connected the city to several Arab capitals, making tourism a significant 
dimension of this period. The paper also explores the network of relations that developed between Jerusalem, 
Kuwait City, and Cairo up to the year of the Naksa, particularly with regard to educational curricula in Jerusalem 
and economic relations with Kuwait, as well as Jerusalem's links with other Arab urban centres via Jerusalem 
International Airport. Despite the city's separation from its occupied west, these interconnected networks 
transformed Jerusalem during the Jordanian period into a "metropolis" encompassing economic, political, and 
educational centres, thereby restoring a significant part of the symbolic status that had been lost after the Nakba 
and the occupation of 1948. Kuwait played a pioneering role in supporting Jerusalemite institutions, leading to 
the formation of the "Kuwaiti Quarter" in Jerusalem, and helping consolidate economic and political ties with 
the wider Arab Gulf.
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Associate Researcher at the French Institute of the Near East (IFPO–Beirut) and currently Senior Research and 
Policy Advisor at War Child. Over the course of her career, Kortam has worked extensively as a researcher, 
practitioner, and advisor. She holds a PhD in Sociology. She has (co-) authored numerous publications in the field 
of refugee and migration studies, security studies, violent extremism, and human rights, such as: Les luttes dans 
la marge, Violences (in)visibles et quête de justice à Tripoli après la guerre civile libanaise (Ifpo, 2024); Vulnerability 
and Resilience to violent extremism, An Actor centric Approach (Routledge, 2023), and "Various faces of Violent 
Radicalization in the Syrian crises", in the Routledge Handbook of Middle East Politics.

The Transnational Student Movement for Justice in Gaza

This paper explores the student mobilizations within the global Palestine solidarity movement during the war 
on Gaza. More specifically, it analyses how this impacted a global awakening and social political transformation 
within the framework of the renewal of the decolonial anti-imperialist movement, crystallized in the 
Palestinian cause. The central element of this study elaborates the relationship between collective action, social 
movements and political change. The paper then discusses how the war on Gaza facilitates new engagement 
for justice, a political consciousness and a new anti-imperialist and decolonial transnational movement. It 
employs a qualitative methodology, involving a systematic analysis of existing literature, reports, and other 
secondary sources to provide contextual and historical understanding. In addition, social media monitoring 
focuses on understanding public sentiment, protest dynamics, and the dissemination of information through 
digital platforms. Finally, informal discussions offer firsthand insights into the motivations, experiences, and 
aspirations of protesters, ensuring the study is grounded in lived realities. This paper considers that students all 
around the world are the agents of change within society. They represent the future, because they are the ones 
who will make the decisions. They are also the present, because they have the power to act now. Interest in their 
involvement is therefore important for the future of our society.
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PhD Candidate in Political Science at the Maxwell School of Citizenship & Public Affairs at Syracuse University. 
He specializes in comparative politics and security studies, applying network analysis, (quasi-)experimental, and 
qualitative approaches to study the politics of North Africa and the Middle East. His dissertation looks at the 
political economy of inequality and elite resilience to regime change in Tunisia. He is also a non-resident fellow 
of Democracy in the Arab World Now (DAWN), member of the 2025 cohort of the Emerging Methodologists 
Workshop. He teaches at the Southern Mediterranean University in Tunis and trains NGOs in research methods.

The Network Structure of Israeli Elites: Institutional Centrality and 

Strategic Vulnerability

This paper analyses the network structure of Israeli elites across military, economic, political, and ideational 
spheres to identify which sectors occupy the most central positions and to assess the network's robustness. 
Drawing on original network data comprising 6,686 organizations and individuals connected through 8,244 
ties, I test theories regarding institutional centrality and conduct simulation-based removal scenarios to 
evaluate network robustness. Findings indicate that military organizations exhibit the highest betweenness and 
eigenvector centrality scores, with the IDF occupying the most central position. Simulations reveal that sequential 
removal of high-centrality nodes produces substantially greater fragmentation than random removal, with the 
network losing approximately 82 percent of its largest connected component when 10 percent of central nodes 
are removed. The removal of bridging actors is associated with stronger fragmenting effects than the removal 
of peripheral actors. Military-to-military and military-to-political edges appear most vulnerable to disruption.
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PhD Candidate in the Department for the Study of Religion at the University of Toronto, where he earned his 
bachelor's and master's degrees in the Study of Religion. He studies the intellectual history of medieval and 
modern Islamic societies with a focus on the transition of modern Islamic discourse. His project investigates 
intellectual and social history in 19 and early 20 century Palestine. He focuses on intellectual and social 
development in relation to the modernization of the Ottoman Empire and the increased interaction with Western 
institutions and thought.

Ottoman Palestine through Traditionalist Regional Networks in the 

Hamidian Era

This paper examines the Hamidian era (1878–1908) through the Nabulsi milieu, situating Palestine within Sultan 
Abdulhamid II's pan-Islamic project. It argues that Hamidian governance was not simply imposed by Istanbul 
but partnered with provincial actors, particularly traditionalist ulama and local elites. The paper first outlines 
the internal and external challenges confronting the Hamidian court: constitutional reformism, Wahhabism, 
and European intervention, and analyses Abdulhamid's reliance on centralization and Islamic legitimacy. It then 
turns to Palestine's growing strategic and religious significance, focusing on Nablus as a conservative centre of 
Islamic scholarship and Hamidian loyalty. By introducing the concept of the "Nabulsi milieu," the chapter traces 
the city's intellectual influence beyond its immediate geography. Finally, it presents three traditionalist scholars: 
Yusuf al-Nabahani, Bakr al-Tamimi, and Abdullah Sufan al-Qaddumi, whose diverse engagements with Hamidian 
politics reveal the non-monolithic nature of Islamic traditionalism in late Ottoman Palestine.
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Teacher at the Palestinian Ministry of Education and Educational Supervisor at Al-Aqsa University. He holds a PhD 
in Educational Administration and a BA in General Psychology. He is a researcher in educational and community 
issues, a facilitator of educational initiatives in emergency contexts, and a consultant trainer in the psychosocial 
field. He is actively involved in the Arab Campaign for Education for All, the Palestinian Educational Coalition, 
and is a member of the Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE). He also serves on the editorial 
board of Ahd magazine. He is the recipient of the Distinguished Teacher Award and the Distinguished School 
Principal Award.

Teachers' Voices: Between Survival and Resistance

Field testimonies highlight how the role of the teacher has expanded beyond the transmission of academic 
knowledge to become a profoundly social and psychological one. Teachers have assumed responsibilities 
of emotional support, care, and hope-building, while leading educational initiatives under extremely harsh 
conditions—whether amid continuous bombardment in Gaza or under policies of restriction and persecution 
in the West Bank. These testimonies reveal clear differences between the first and second years in terms of 
maturity, adaptability, and the development of more realistic and sustainable educational tools. Educational and 
community initiatives oscillate between creativity and targeting. The paper reviews learning experiences in Gaza 
and the West Bank that have faced bombardment, closure, or funding restrictions, yet nevertheless succeeded 
in creating alternative spaces for learning. These experiences reveal new possibilities that have emerged in the 
absence or disruption of the formal education system, contributing to a redefinition of education as an act of 
resilience and a collective practice that preserves the right to learn while opening non-traditional horizons for 
learners and communities.
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Professor at the National Autonomous University of Mexico Faculty of Political and Social Sciences, where he 
founded the Workshop on Middle Eastern Studies (2014). His publications include The People's Mojahedin of Iran: 
History, Rise, and Fall of an Islamo-Marxist Opposition, which was recognized as one of the five best Spanish on 
Asia at the 2021 ICAS Book Prize; Contemporary Issues of the Middle East: Essays in Honor of Luis Mesa; and Social 
Justice in the Middle East and North Africa after the Arab Uprisings. He also edited Thinking Palestine from the 
Global South. He is the recipient of various awards, including Young Scientists Research Award granted by the 
Mexican Academy of Sciences (2022).

Latin America and the Question of Palestine: Convergences and 

Divergences in the Context of the Genocide in Gaza

This paper demonstrates that Latin American support for the Palestinian cause is not homogeneous given the 
political tensions within each country. The study highlights the cases of Chile, Brazil, Mexico and Colombia, 
where support for Palestine is analysed beyond anti-colonial solidarity and, in the context of the genocide in 
Gaza, is positioned as a global symbol of justice, which is used to combat reactionary forces within these nations, 
usually associated with Israeli and US interests. The central argument establishes that Palestine, like other 
social causes worldwide, can no longer be understood through the left-right political-ideological lens, but rather 
through a new "ethical-historical" paradigm where human dignity is prioritized to counter classist interests and 
racist discourse that still predominate in Latin American politics.
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Researcher interested in the study of history, identity, and tribal structures in Jordan, as well as issues of migration 
and displacement in the Arab world, and the social and cultural challenges related to migrant experiences and 
integration. He holds a master's degree in Sociology and Anthropology from Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. 
He has published several studies on social history in both Jordan and Qatar, with his most recent work focusing 
on the production of urban space and its relationship to cultural heritage in Qatar. He is currently working 
on several research projects, including a study on the sociology of Bedouin and tribal communities and their 
transformations in Jordan, with a particular focus on Petra.

Diaspora, Labour, and Transit: A Study of Palestinian Diaspora 

Livelihoods in Türkiye

This study examines the Palestinian diaspora in Türkiye as a complex social experience shaped by mobility, 
instability, and the ongoing reconfiguration of identity within a changing regional context. It addresses a clear 
gap in the literature on the Palestinian presence in Türkiye, despite its emergence over the past decade as a key 
destination for Palestinians, particularly those arriving from the Gaza Strip or transiting toward Europe. The study 
adopts a qualitative methodology of in-depth interviews, focus groups, and participation in Palestinian events, 
to explore migration motivations, patterns of integration, and forms of Palestinian presence in Türkiye. It finds 
geographical and social diversity of the Palestinian community in Turkey, as well as the plurality of residence 
patterns, including student, labour, investment-based, and transient forms. The study highlights the centrality 
of political factors, wars, and legal transformations as primary push factors, alongside pull factors related to 
education and employment opportunities. Integration is analysed as a multidimensional process shaped by 
legal status, cultural capital, and social networks, with particular attention to the role of memory in reproducing 
connections to the homeland. The study concludes that the Palestinian experience in Turkey constitutes part of 
the contemporary Palestinian diaspora, shaped by war, forced mobility, and ongoing negotiations over stability 
and belonging.
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Director of the Israel Studies Program at Mada al-Carmel – the Arab Center for Applied Social Research in Haifa, 
where has worked as a researcher specializing in the study of political participation among Palestinians in Israel, 
the political economy of Israeli governments, and discrimination against Palestinians in Israel since 2003. He 
holds a PhD in Political Science from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He has conducted numerous studies 
and published several books and articles in Arabic, Hebrew, and English on economic policy, voting patterns 
among the Palestinian community in Israel, and Israeli policies toward the Palestinian community in Israel.

The Repercussions of the War on Gaza on the Israeli Economy: The 

Return of the Economy Security Link

This study examines the repercussions of the events of 7 October 2023, and the subsequent genocidal war on 
the Gaza Strip, alongside the opening of the Lebanese and Iranian fronts for the Israeli economy. It argues that 
these developments carry genuine potential to bring about a transformation in the relationship between the 
Israeli economy and the security military situation, re-establishing a linkage between the two spheres after a 
prolonged period of relative decoupling. This is due, first, to the exceptional nature of the 7 October events and 
the war on Gaza, which differ from previous wars since 2006 in terms of their duration, the scale of losses, and the 
accompanying political and international dimensions. Second, it reflects Israel's declining international standing 
and its growing isolation on the global stage. Third, it stems from the economic burdens of the war, which have 
depleted the Israeli economy's capacity to withstand crises and absorb their consequences.To substantiate 
this argument, the paper examines the key transformations that have taken place in the Israeli economy since 
October 2023, and the onset of the war on Gaza, through the first half of 2025. In some cases, data from earlier 
years provides a historical context that helps explain current trends.
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Born and raised in Silwan, Al-Quds, before immigrating to Canada where he is a professor of sociology at Mount 
Royal University. He is also a policy analyst at Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network. He is the author of 
Lordship and Liberation in Palestine-Israel (Columbia University Press, 2025) and A Hermeneutics of Violence 
(University of Toronto Press, 2019). He has co-edited two books, and authored dozens of journal articles, book 
chapters, and opinion pieces.

Palestinian-Indigenous Solidarities in Canada: Situating the 

Palestinian Cause as a Global Decolonial Struggle in Praxis

This article explores current dynamics of Palestine global solidarities by focusing on Palestinian-Indigenous 
solidarities in Canada. Specifically, the article asks: under what conditions do Palestinian migrants come to 
see their desire for liberation from Israeli settler colonialism as a shared decolonial project with Indigenous 
communities in Canada, and vice versa? What knowledges and practices emerge from that solidarity to promote 
shared decolonial freedom and justice? And how does settler colonial power constrain the interactions between 
Palestinians and Indigenous peoples? From December 2023 until November 2024, I conducted semi-structured 
interviews with twenty Palestinian and eight Indigenous activists in Toronto and Ottawa. The interviews 
asked about the participants' background, beliefs, and experiences. The article concludes that the future of 
Palestine global solidarity movements will likely be entrenched foundationally within a politics and framework 
of decolonization from settler colonialism and empire, not an international law and human rights framework, 
though the two are not mutually exclusive.
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Associate Professor in the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Studies, and holder of the Arab Center Chair 
in Social Sciences and Humanities at Birzeit University. His research focuses on the land ownership system 
in Palestine since the late Ottoman period, and his interests include questions of identity, social history, and 
colonialism in the Levant. His publications include a co-edited volume on the occupied Golan Heights, titled 
The Untold Story of the Golan Heights: Occupation, Colonization, and Jawlani Resistance (I.B. Tauris, 2022). 
He is currently working on a book project exploring the transition from the Ottoman tapu system to the land 
settlement system in Palestine under British occupation.

Ottoman 'Historical Capital' and Land Law in Palestine: The Struggle 

over the Legacy of Sultan Abdülhamid II, 1909–1914

This paper examines the conflict over the müdawwara (transferred) lands that were owned and administered by 
Sultan Abdülhamid II through the Privy Treasury, before being "transferred" to the Ministry of Finance following 
the proclamation of the constitution and the sultan's deposition. These lands extended over vast areas across 
most Ottoman provinces, with the majority concentrated in Iraq and Syria, and a significant portion located 
in Palestine. The Unionist governments attempted to privatize these lands in favour of a foreign company in 
1910 and 1913, but popular and parliamentary opposition prevented the implementation of the later suspended 
project. The paper highlights the importance of this conflict for understanding the nature of the Ottoman political 
arena during this period, the capacity of Palestinians to exert influence within it, and the extent of the rupture 
and transformation later triggered by the British occupation. Contrary to the prevailing narrative that assumes 
a linear and continuous erosion of Palestinians' historical power, the paper proposes an alternative reading that 
points to a rise in their political influence over the Ottoman government during this period, before the British 
occupation radically overturned the balance of power.
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Head of Communications Development at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies in Paris. Previously, 
she was a political communications advisor to the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in Ramallah. She 
works at the intersection of media, political advocacy, and critical thought. Her trajectory, grounded in struggles 
for justice and dignity, engages with political narratives shaped by occupation, exile, and resistance. Her work 
critically examines issues of memory, representation, and decolonization through the lens of the Palestinian 
cause. She is a regular contributor to platforms such as Mediapart, Orient XXI, and Blast, where she interrogates 
the fault lines of dominant discourse and the silences it produces.

Lines in the Sand: How Palestine Rewrites the French Political Landscape

This study investigates how the Palestine question has come to function as a symbolic fault line in contemporary 
France, revealing underlying fractures in national identity and republican ideology. Far from being a distant 
geopolitical concern, Palestine operates as a domestic signifier, mobilized, contested, and policed across 
institutional, media, and activist discourses. Grounded in securitization theory (Wæver), the sociology of security 
(Bigo), and postcolonial critique (Crettiez, Aït Ben Lmadani), the research explores how expressions of solidarity 
with Palestine are treated not as political speech, but as threats to public order. Through discourse analysis of 
political rhetoric, legal instruments, media coverage, and activist communication (October 2023–June 2025), the 
study argues that Palestine now marks the boundary between permissible dissent and perceived threat. It offers 
an original contribution to studies of transnational conflict reception, showing how a foreign struggle becomes 
embedded in national debates about belonging, secularism, and the afterlives of empire.
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Nada Al Ashqar 

Information Technology teacher from Salfit, Palestine, a mother of two, and an electrical engineer and graduate 
of Birzeit University. She is a trainer in e-learning and social-emotional learning, a STEAM education specialist, 
and an advocate of drama in education. She is active in local and international educational conferences and 
training programs. Recently, she completed the TBT – Training and Business Traction Diploma with an Egyptian 
academy and was appointed as the program's Ambassador in Palestine.

Teachers' Voices: Between Survival and Resistance

Field testimonies highlight how the role of the teacher has expanded beyond the transmission of academic 
knowledge to become a profoundly social and psychological one. Teachers have assumed responsibilities 
of emotional support, care, and hope-building, while leading educational initiatives under extremely harsh 
conditions—whether amid continuous bombardment in Gaza or under policies of restriction and persecution 
in the West Bank. These testimonies reveal clear differences between the first and second years in terms of 
maturity, adaptability, and the development of more realistic and sustainable educational tools. Educational and 
community initiatives oscillate between creativity and targeting. The paper reviews learning experiences in Gaza 
and the West Bank that have faced bombardment, closure, or funding restrictions, yet nevertheless succeeded 
in creating alternative spaces for learning. These experiences reveal new possibilities that have emerged in the 
absence or disruption of the formal education system, contributing to a redefinition of education as an act of 
resilience and a collective practice that preserves the right to learn while opening non-traditional horizons for 
learners and communities.
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Associate Professor in International Politics at the University of Edinburgh. He is the co-author of The Human 
Right to Dominate (Oxford University Press, 2015), Morbid Symptoms (Sharjah Biennial, 2017), and Human Shields. 
A History of People in the Line of Fire (University of California Press, 2020), and the co-editor of Palestine and the 
Western Academe. Fighting the Exception, Defending Epistemic Justice (Routledge, 2025). He is currently working 
on a research project titled "Decolonising the Civilian", which examines national liberation wars, international 
law, and the status of civilians in armed conflicts.

Between Resistance and Genocide: Palestinian National Liberation 

and Israel's Annihilation at the Limits of International Law

This article interrogates the tension between anticolonial and colonial indistinction in the context of Israel's 
genocidal war in Gaza, which began in 2023. By indistinction, I refer to the transgression of the civilian-combatant 
divide as posited in international law – the collapse of a boundary that structures dominant understandings of 
legitimate violence and protection. Engaging this question is fraught with risk, especially amid genocide, since 
Israel justifies its mass violence by claiming that Palestinian indistinction between combatants and civilians 
necessitates indiscriminate targeting. Yet refusing to engage this problem reaffirms the fiction that stateless, 
colonized peoples can achieve liberation only by adhering to state centric and legalist prescriptions of civilian 
passivity. The article develops a decolonial critique of the dialectical relation between two forms of indistinction: 
first, the anticolonial indistinction enacted when liberation struggles dissolve the civilian-combatant divide; 
and second, the colonial indistinction through which empire rationalizes genocidal violence. Situating this 
inquiry within Israel's genocidal campaign in Gaza, I analyse the emergent form of anticolonial indistinction 
that has developed there – what I call a subterranean people's war – and its entanglement with Israel's war 
of annihilation. I conclude that colonial genocide is not a reactive counterpart to anticolonial indistinction but 
a structural potential of colonial domination, while anticolonial indistinction represents a liberatory ethos 
challenging the colonial order of violence.
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Associate Professor in International Politics at the University of Edinburgh. He is the co-author of The Human 
Right to Dominate (Oxford University Press, 2015), Morbid Symptoms (Sharjah Biennial, 2017), and Human Shields. 
A History of People in the Line of Fire (University of California Press, 2020), and the co-editor of Palestine and the 
Western Academe. Fighting the Exception, Defending Epistemic Justice (Routledge, 2025). He is currently working 
on a research project titled "Decolonising the Civilian", which examines national liberation wars, international 
law, and the status of civilians in armed conflicts.

Balfour University: Race, Imperial Education, and the Declaration on 

Palestine

This paper discusses the University of Edinburgh's racial entanglement with British empire and the settler-
colonial project in Palestine through the figure of its former Chancellor Arthur James Balfour (1891–1930). It 
examines Balfour's role in facilitating Zionist dispossession through the 1917 Declaration through his wider racial 
career, at the intersection of his racial policies, race-thinking, and promotion of British imperial education, while 
occupying the most prominent institutional position at the University of Edinburgh. Building on Stuart Hall's 
conceptualization of 'conjuncture,' we analyse Balfour's legacy as not merely a matter of historical harm but as a 
continuity of the University's ongoing investment in Palestinian dispossession.
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Palestinian journalist who has worked with a number of major international news media outlets. She is 
co-director of the film Abbas 36 and is currently a Communications Associate with the Institute for Middle East 
Understanding.

How (Not) to Cover a Genocide: Experiences from Journalists in 

Palestine Reporting on Israel's Genocide in Gaza

This paper begins with an examination of the laws of war and examines the actions that are clearly war crimes. 
We explore the very stringent legal requirements to turn hospitals into "targets" – none of which were met in 
the numerous occasions that Israel bombed Gaza's hospitals. From there, we turn to the targeting of Palestinian 
journalists and conclude that, based on our own personal experience, that there are three primary reasons that 
US and European journalists have failed to cover these obvious war crimes in a pertinent manner, often accepting 
Israeli claims when, if at all, they are presented: (1) journalists' failure to recognize or understand the context 
of Israel's military occupation of the Gaza Strip; (2) journalists mimicking Israel's persistent dehumanization of 
Palestinians due to lack of access to Gaza and (3) the presence of organizations such as Honest Report (which 
would be more aptly named dishonest) that attacks Palestinian journalists, demonizes Palestinian analysts and 
interviewees and presses for terminology changes in order to silence foreign journalists. Meanwhile there is no 
Palestinian equivalent organization to counter these attacks. 
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Nizar Ayoub 

Researcher and lawyer at Al-Marsad – The Arab Human Rights Center in Golan Heights. He has extensive 
expertise in the legal status of occupied Palestine and the Syrian Golan, particularly Jerusalem. He holds a PhD in 
International Law and a master's degree in Conflict Management and Mediation. He has worked with Palestinian 
NGOs in Jerusalem and Ramallah and participated in numerous regional and international conferences on ethnic 
cleansing, apartheid in Jerusalem, and prosecuting serious crimes in the occupied Palestinian territory. His 
extensive research on the conflict in Syria addresses urgent legal challenges and offers insights into potential 
pathways for justice and peace in Syria.

Israel's Strategy and Expansionist Policy in Post-Assad Syria

This paper explores how Israel has exploited the Syrian crisis since 2011 to advance its geostrategic interests, 
notably, consolidating its settler-colonial and apartheid system in historic Palestine. These actions are indicative 
of Israeli regional strategy, which continues the colonial expansion strategy pursued by successive Israeli 
governments since 1948. The research analyses Israel's strategy concerning Syria since the fall of the Assad 
regime, based on statements by political and security leaders and related studies. It digs deeper into Israel's 
focus on and occupation of the buffer zone, and its demand to make southern Syria a demilitarized zone under 
the pretext of protecting the northern front and illegal settlements in the occupied Syrian Golan. In contrast, 
this paper argues that real goal is to weaken Syria and split the country into ethnic and sectarian divisions, 
challenging the official US stance of maintaining Syria's unity. Recognizing these motives facilitates a critical 
assessment of regional power plays.
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Associate Professor, chair of the Humanities Department and the Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Program 
at Bethlehem University. He received his PhD and completed postdoctoral studies in Fatimid archaeology and 
history of Jerusalem from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He has supervised and managed work at several 
archaeological sites in Palestine since 1995 and is a member of a Palestinian Research Center project to write the 
history and archaeology of Medieval Palestine. He has published peer-reviewed research in specialized Arab and 
international journals and edited volumes, including: "Islamic cultural religious life in Jerusalem on the eve of the 
First Crusade", in Exploring Outremer Volume I: Studies in Medieval History in Honor of Adrian J. Boas (Taylor & 
Francis, 2023).

Scholars and Landmarks: How to Read the History of Jerusalem in the 

10-11 Centuries AD

This paper documents the cultural-religious Islamic life in Jerusalem on the eve of the Frankish occupation of the 
city. Cultural-religious Islamic life refers to the activities of Muslim ʿ Ulamāʾ and their contribution to the cultural-
religious sphere in Jerusalem, as well as educational centers and their location in the city. These ʿUlamāʾ include 
Jerusalemite religious scholars [al-ʿUlamāʾ al- Maqādisa] or those who visited the city and stayed there until 
the eve of the Frankish occupation of Jerusalem. The study argues that understanding the cultural-religious life 
and educational infrastructure of Jerusalem before the Frankish occupation provides valuable insights into the 
broader historical context of Islamic resistance and scholarly contributions during times of political upheaval. 
The paper will identify and analyze the locations of education and learning centers in Jerusalem, the names and 
nature of these centers, and the sciences taught within them. Furthermore, the paper will investigate the fate 
of the ʿUlamāʾ from Jerusalem and those who visited the city, examining where they went and their roles and 
contributions in the cities to which they migrated.
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Omar Abdin 

Researcher in sociology and anthropology, holding master's degree in Sociology and Anthropology from Doha 
Institute for Graduate Studies and a bachelor's degree in political science, international relations, and sociology 
from Marmara University. He has worked at several research centres, including the Center for Population and 
Social Policy Applications at Marmara University and the Ibn Khaldun Center at Qatar University. His research 
interests focus on migration, citizenship, the sociology of crime, and the social history of the Gulf States. He 
recently co-authored a book titled The Pearl Diving Society in Qatar: History, Culture, and Suffering. He is currently 
working on several research projects, including "The Social Integration of Young Egyptians in Istanbul".

Diaspora, Labour, and Transit: A Study of Palestinian Diaspora 

Livelihoods in Türkiye

This study examines the Palestinian diaspora in Türkiye as a complex social experience shaped by mobility, 
instability, and the ongoing reconfiguration of identity within a changing regional context. It addresses a clear 
gap in the literature on the Palestinian presence in Türkiye, despite its emergence over the past decade as a key 
destination for Palestinians, particularly those arriving from the Gaza Strip or transiting toward Europe. The study 
adopts a qualitative methodology of in-depth interviews, focus groups, and participation in Palestinian events, 
to explore migration motivations, patterns of integration, and forms of Palestinian presence in Türkiye. It finds 
geographical and social diversity of the Palestinian community in Turkey, as well as the plurality of residence 
patterns, including student, labour, investment-based, and transient forms. The study highlights the centrality 
of political factors, wars, and legal transformations as primary push factors, alongside pull factors related to 
education and employment opportunities. Integration is analysed as a multidimensional process shaped by 
legal status, cultural capital, and social networks, with particular attention to the role of memory in reproducing 
connections to the homeland. The study concludes that the Palestinian experience in Turkey constitutes part of 
the contemporary Palestinian diaspora, shaped by war, forced mobility, and ongoing negotiations over stability 
and belonging.



91

Pietro Stefanini 

Postdoctoral Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities, University of Edinburgh. His research 
focuses on the global history and politics of humanitarianism; anti-colonial resistance; and international political 
economy. His work has been published or is forthcoming in Millennium, Participation and Conflict, and with the 
American University in Cairo Press and Cornell University Press. He's currently completing a book manuscript 
titled Making Colonization Humanitarian: A Genealogy of Settler Humanitarianism in Palestine/Israel, and 
editing the volume, Palestine in a Time of Genocide: The Global Responsibility for Gaza, under contract with 
Routledge. Prior moving to the UK to begin his university education, he grew up between Bologna, Damascus 
and occupied Jerusalem.

Annihilation through Aid: Airdrops, Maritime Piers, and Privatized 

Relief as Tools of Genocide in Gaza

What is the relationship between humanitarianism and the genocide of colonized peoples? While 
humanitarianism is often understood as fundamentally opposed to the violence and domination historically 
associated with colonialism, the incorporation of humanitarian discourse into Israeli military strategy suggests 
that colonial humanitarianism is not a relic of the past. Whereas recent research critiques Israel's abusive 
interpretation of international humanitarian law to justify military violence, this article adds an appraisal of 
how the discourse of humanitarianism has served to frame the commission of settler colonial acts of genocide. 
Drawing on conceptual theorizations of genocide as an international phenomenon, alongside ethnographically 
informed analysis, the article examines how genocidal violence is facilitated through the outsourcing of aid 
delivery to privatized and militarized proxies. Focusing on mechanisms such as airdrops, maritime piers, and 
the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, it contends that humanitarian infrastructures have been reconfigured to 
legitimize the contours of eliminatory violence and to enable transnational regimes of capital accumulation.
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Raghad Habash 

Researcher specializing in socio-spatial studies, currently managing the Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability, 
and Learning department at Ruwwad, where she explores social impact and promotes justice and equal 
opportunities in eastern Amman. She holds a master's degree in Sociology and Anthropology from the Doha 
Institute for Graduate Studies and a bachelor's degree in Architecture from the University of Jordan. She has 
participated in several academic workshops, published several articles, and founded and worked in several 
cultural initiatives in Jordan. She is interested in the relationship between urban transformations and social 
phenomena, with particular attention to Amman, emerging urban identities, social network theories, and urban 
violence, drawing on spatial methodologies and qualitative ethnographic approaches.

Effectiveness of Protest Networks for the Palestinian Cause in 

Jordan since 7 October: al-Tajammu' al-Shababi al-Urduni li-Da'm al-

Muqawama

This study analyses the key actors shaping the Jordanian mobilization in solidarity with Gaza since 7 October 2023, 
through a case study of al-Tajammu' al-Shababi al-Urduni li-Da'm al-Muqawama, (Jordanian Youth Gathering 
to Support the Palestinian Resistance). Founded in December 2023, al-Tajammu' is an extension of a trajectory 
of popular mobilization spanning the past fifteen years and as an embodiment of structural transformations 
in the landscape of Jordanian social movements since the Arab Spring. This moment reveals the emergence of 
new networks of social actors that combine traditional hierarchical organization with horizontal networked 
models, thereby reshaping patterns of mobilization within a constrained political context. The study adopts 
a qualitative approach based on in-depth interviews and the analysis of field and digital data. It argues that 
al-Tajammu' represents an advanced form of networked, relational collective action that has enabled greater 
manoeuvrability and continuity of protest compared to pre–7 October organizational frameworks. The paper also 
discusses the constraints and vulnerabilities that have limited the movement's ability to achieve its immediate 
demands. Nonetheless, al-Tajammu' has laid the foundations for a promising networked axis that may gain 
future effectiveness through connections with broader networks and the production of unifying youth-oriented 
discourse and leadership.
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Raheeq Hurani 

Palestinian economist and development researcher specializing in the structural challenges of the Palestinian 
economy under prolonged occupation. She holds a master's degree in economics from Birzeit University and is 
an Assistant Researcher at the Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS) in Ramallah. She serves as a 
Project Coordinator and Lead Researcher for a project under the Support for Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises 
Growth and Competitiveness Program (SMCGP) in Palestine. Her work focuses on informal economies, digital 
infrastructure, service sectors, and access to basic services, applying equity and resilience frameworks to support 
inclusive development and post-crisis recovery.

Coping Mechanisms for Households in Gaza after 7 October 2023: The 

Case for Building an Alternative Telecommunications Network

The paper examines the unprecedented collapse of Gaza's telecommunications sector following the ongoing 
Israeli assault since 7 October 2023, and its severe humanitarian and economic consequences. The near-total 
destruction of the communications infrastructure has deepened the living crisis, isolated more than 2.1 million 
people from the outside world, and disrupted access to essential services such as healthcare, education, 
and humanitarian assistance. The paper provides a comprehensive assessment of the telecommunications 
infrastructure before and during the assault, highlighting its structural fragility resulting from long-standing 
political and economic constraints. It also sheds light on the emergence of small, informal internet service 
providers as temporary alternative solutions, particularly in marginalized areas and refugee camps, offering 
limited connectivity at low cost. Despite their vital role in bridging the access gap, these initiatives face 
challenges related to weak regulation, limited resources, and service quality. The paper concludes by proposing 
policy interventions to integrate these providers into flexible regulatory frameworks, support them technically 
and financially, invest in renewable energy, and rebuild infrastructure to reduce the digital divide and strengthen 
community resilience.
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Policy researcher and practitioner with over fifteen years of experience in humanitarian action, international 
development, and gender justice across Southwest Asia and North Africa. She holds academic degrees in 
sociology, human rights, and development studies, and her work focuses on humanitarian governance, the 
regulation of international NGOs, and the political economy of aid in contexts of conflict, occupation, and 
authoritarian control. She has held senior advisory and coordination roles with international NGOs and United 
Nations agencies, working on policy reform, partnerships, advocacy, and institutional change, with a sustained 
focus on Palestine. Her approach is grounded in feminist and decolonial political economy, combining field-
based evidence with critical policy analysis.

Weaponized Aid: Feminist and Decolonial Reflections on the Use of 

Aid as a Tool of War in Gaza

This paper examines the systematic weaponization of humanitarian aid in Gaza between October 2023 and 
September 2025, arguing that relief was deliberately reengineered from a protective lifeline into a system of 
siege governance. Drawing on qualitative content analysis of forty-seven humanitarian situation reports, 
policy documents, and fifteen semi-structured interviews with humanitarian workers and Palestinian feminist 
and civic actors, the study identifies three interlocking modalities through which aid was weaponized: access 
and coordination control, militarization and politicization of relief, and institutional erasure. Together, these 
mechanisms transformed crossings, clearance regimes, distribution sites, and regulatory frameworks into 
instruments of coercion that managed survival through deprivation, administrative dependency, and military 
discretion. Situating these practices within longer histories of colonial domination, donor conditionality, 
and patriarchal governance, the paper demonstrates how humanitarian regimes reproduced gendered and 
intersectional harms, including exclusion from aid eligibility, erosion of protection environments, exposure to 
gender-based violence, and the systematic transfer of risk and unpaid care labour onto women and local actors. 
At the same time, the analysis documents how Palestinian feminist networks and civic initiatives developed 
everyday infrastructures of survival that reimagined humanitarianism as solidarity rather than procedural 
neutrality, even as such practices were often forced to operate within militarized and donor-driven constraints.
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Visiting Assistant Professor at Al-Quds Bard College. She was selected as a MESA Global Academy Scholar for the 
academic year 2025-26 after completing her PhD in International Relations at Eastern Mediterranean University, 
Cyprus. Her research focuses on Chinese Studies, particularly China's engagement with the MENA region. Her 
published work examines China and Zionism, China and the Palestinian cause, China and international conflicts, 
and China's soft power in the Middle East. Her ongoing research explores China's military presence in the 
region and its relations with Gulf countries. She has recently lectured at the University of Naples "L'Orientale", 
participated in debates with the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, and served as a visiting scholar at the University of 
Cape Town.

Disconnected Realities: China's Perception-Creation Strategy and 

Palestinian Narratives of Liberation

This paper reconsiders the dominant historiography that situates (and locks) China's engagement with the 
Palestinian cause in the era of Mao Zedong, where the legacy of this era is unconsciously seen as permanent. 
Contrary to this narrative, the study demonstrates that 'Mao's Palestine era' is the exception. Chinese involvement 
before and after Mao's era converge in friendliness towards Zionism and Israel. The paper analyses contemporary 
Chinese discourse, which promotes a narrative portraying China's relationship with Israel as predating its formal 
establishment, claiming humanitarian aid to "Chinese Jews" fleeing antisemitism during the two World Wars. 
However, this "humanitarian" framing conceals early political engagement with the Zionist movement and 
obscures China's historical alignment with the settler-colonial project in Palestine. The paper introduces the 
concept of "Chinese Zionism" as an analytical framework to interpret China's increasing alignment with Zionist 
narratives, particularly in the context of the ongoing genocidal war in Gaza. It argues that China constructs two 
distinct historical narratives: one for Palestine centred on Mao and revolutionary solidarity, and another for Israel 
focused on pre-Mao Jewish presence. Through a historical analysis spanning a century, the study reveals that the 
Maoist phase constituted a temporary rupture within a longer historical trajectory, one that is now resurging 
in alignment with Zionist memory and objectives. Accordingly, the study challenges the conventional narrative 
that frames Mao as the definitional reference point and foundational moment for understanding China's role in 
the Palestinian cause.
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Holds a PhD in Organic Chemistry from the University of Tennessee, US. She began her professional career as a 
researcher in the pharmaceutical industry, before transitioning to higher education as an Assistant Professor at 
Al-Quds University – Al-Quds/Bard College. She later moved into school education and educational leadership, 
serving as the Principal of Friends Secondary School for seven years. Through this professional journey, she 
discovered a deep commitment to educational leadership and teacher professional development.

The Future of Palestinian Education: From Documentation to 

Reclaiming Meaning

Two years of genocide has seen epistemic and educational annihilation shift from shock and emergency to a 
devastating and normalized reality in Gaza, while the West Bank undergoes a renewed but largely silent form of 
epistemic annihilation in the shape of displacement and settler attacks. While the contexts differ, the annihilation 
is one. This paper interrogates educational documentation at this critical historical juncture by posing a series of 
questions: Why do we write? Why do we speak? Who is writing about Palestinian education today, and for what 
purpose? How can what is written, recorded, or archived become an instrument of change within Palestine's 
eroded education system? And how might educational documentation serve as a connective force between Gaza 
and the West Bank – unifying the narrative, repairing social fractures, and reconstituting education as a form of 
liberatory pedagogy with strong social grounding and transformative potential? In this sense, documentation is 
reimagined as a form of collective knowledge and future-oriented vision. The paper draws on a critical reading 
of selected models of educational documentation, including digital archiving initiatives, blogs, books, and field 
testimonies, alongside qualitative interviews and narratives from teachers and educational actors involved in 
these efforts. Through this analysis, the paper demonstrates how documentation can be transformed from a 
tool for reporting and damage assessment into an educational practice in its own right – one that redistributes 
power within the educational field and opens space for students, teachers, and local communities to become co-
authors of the Palestinian educational narrative, rather than merely "cases" written about.
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Researcher and humanitarian activist. She has worked with international and local organizations in Palestine across 
the development and humanitarian sectors. She holds a master's degree in Humanitarian Action in International 
Conflicts. Her academic interest focuses on critically examining principles and practices in humanitarian work and 
advocating for approaches rooted in Global South realities. She strives to produce evidence-based research that 
supports context-appropriate solutions and strengthens community roles in conflict areas, aiming to advance 
knowledge and practice for more just and locally responsive humanitarian action.

Humanitarian Organizations Discourse amid Genocide: Gaza 2023

In the context of the ongoing genocide in Gaza, this research examines the discourse of humanitarian 
organizations and its role in shaping global perceptions during the first seven months of Israel's war on Gaza 
and its impact on international response. The study argues that the neutrality of humanitarian discourse diluted 
the characterization of Israeli crimes and delayed or obstructed political action. It explores how UN agencies and 
other international organizations framed the conflict as a humanitarian crisis requiring relief, without clear legal 
designation as genocide. Using Critical Discourse Analysis, informed by Norman Fairclough and Ruth Wodak, the 
research analyses strategies such as framing, terminology, and argumentation to uncover implicit ideologies 
and explicit messages. This study contributes to humanitarian scholarship by exposing ethical and political 
paradoxes in colonial/genocidal contexts and offers a critical reading of the role of humanitarian discourse in 
reproducing the "Palestinian exception".
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Rovshan Mammadli 

Independent policy analyst and journalist specializing in the South Caucasus affairs and the region's relations 
with the Middle East. His work has appeared in outlets including The New Arab, Amwaj.media, Caucasus Edition, 
IPS-Journal, and Euractiv among others. He has published peer-reviewed research on regional security and 
geopolitics, most notably the article "Iran and the Second Karabakh War" in The Muslim World.

Navigating (In)Solidarity: South Caucasus States' Positions on 

Palestine during the Gaza Genocide

On 10 October 2025, the active phase of the Israeli war on Gaza, widely recognized as a genocide, ended with a 
fragile ceasefire. While much global attention has focused on the roles of major powers and regional actors, the 
responses of smaller states have received considerably less scholarly attention. This paper seeks to address that 
gap by examining the responses of three South Caucasus states – Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Georgia – to the 
Israeli war on Gaza. It finds that none of these states explicitly condemned Israel's war or called for accountability, 
instead adopting positions shaped primarily by geopolitical alignments rather than normative commitments. 
Drawing on Critical Geopolitics, Normative Constructivism, and Small State Foreign Policy Analysis, the study 
examines both elite discourse and societal responses, revealing persistent gaps between official positions and 
public sentiment. The findings highlight how small states navigate moral agency, strategic vulnerability, and 
selective solidarity within the contemporary international system.
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Sabri Ya'aqbeh 

Researcher at the Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS). He is completing a master's degree in the 
Government and Local Governance program at Birzeit University and holds a bachelor's degree in economics 
from An-Najah National University. He has co-authored several research papers addressing critical economic and 
development issues, including facilitating the trade corridor between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, and food 
security in the West Bank since October 2023. He has also contributed to research on improving the capacity of 
the Palestinian tourism sector and related services to absorb labour, and government vehicle fleet management.

Systematic Demographic Destruction and Labour Market Dynamics in 

the Gaza Strip since October 2023

The catastrophic devastation inflicted on the Gaza Strip since October 2023 has profoundly disfigured the 
population structure and shattered the composition of the labour force. As a result, this devastation has 
manifested in a dramatic collapse in labour force participation, along with a severe demographic imbalance 
between the working-age population and dependents, thereby driving marginalized groups – particularly 
women, youth, and the forcibly displaced – to the brink of survival. Against this backdrop, this paper seeks to 
examine the multifaceted repercussions of the systemic demographic collapse on labour market functionality 
in the Gaza Strip. Furthermore, the study explores how Palestinians in Gaza have adapted to this protracted 
crisis through resilience strategies and coping mechanisms, including the emergence of new informal and crisis-
driven professions born out of necessity and survival.
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Palestinian academic residing in Beirut. She earned a state doctorate in Political Science from the Lebanese 
University. Hammoudi is an assistant professor in the Political Science Department at Beirut Arab University 
where she sits on research and dissertation supervisory committees and a former researcher and editor at the 
Institute for Palestine Studies. She has authored several articles and studies on the Palestine question and a book 
titled The Concept of Political Leadership in Palestine under the British Mandate (the Arab Network for Research 
and Publishing, 2008). She is a member of the Arab Association of Political Science.

Palestinians in Lebanon and the Isolation of the Camp: Between 

Retreat and Marginalization

The paper discusses the situation of Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon from the perspective of separated 
and isolated entities from their surroundings, focusing on the Mar Elias camp, given its unique characteristics, 
notably its location in the heart of Beirut, in an entirely different environment. Is the isolation of the camps 
imposed by the nature of displacement, or a result of a deliberate policy of marginalization, or a consequence of 
the Palestinians' retreat and isolation within their own environment? This leads us to a central question: How can 
the isolation of the Palestinian camps from their Lebanese surroundings be explained in light of the influential 
Palestinian and Lebanese factors? The proposed hypotheses: a voluntary Palestinian tendency towards social 
isolation and retreat due to inability to adapt to the surrounding environment; and the camp's isolation is the 
result of a deliberate policy based on marginalization denial of rights under various pretexts.
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Senior Lecturer in Race and Decolonial Studies in the School of Social and Political Science and Senior Associate 
Fellow of the Alwaleed Centre for the Study of Islam in the Contemporary World at the University of Edinburgh. 
Some of her recent publications include "The Racial Question of Palestine and Question of Anti-Racism in 
Palestine," Journal of Palestine Studies, 2025; "Sensory Politics of Return: Hearing Gaza Under Siege," in Gaza on 
Screen ed. Nadia Yacoub, Duke University Press 2023; and "1948 to 1951: The racial politics of humanitarianism 
and return in Palestine" Oñati Socio-Legal Series, Governing the Political: Law and the Politics of Resistance, 2020.

Balfour University: Race, Imperial Education, and the Declaration on 

Palestine

This paper discusses the University of Edinburgh's racial entanglement with British empire and the settler-
colonial project in Palestine through the figure of its former Chancellor Arthur James Balfour (1891–1930). It 
examines Balfour's role in facilitating Zionist dispossession through the 1917 Declaration through his wider racial 
career, at the intersection of his racial policies, race-thinking, and promotion of British imperial education, while 
occupying the most prominent institutional position at the University of Edinburgh. Building on Stuart Hall's 
conceptualization of 'conjuncture,' we analyse Balfour's legacy as not merely a matter of historical harm but as a 
continuity of the University's ongoing investment in Palestinian dispossession.
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Sonia Boulos 

Associate Professor of International Human Rights Law at the Faculty of Law and International Relations at Nebrija 
University. She holds a PhD in Legal Sciences from the University of Notre Dame (US), where she was awarded 
a Fulbright doctoral fellowship. She is co-editor of the academic journal Palestine/Israel Review, published by 
Pennsylvania State University. Her most recent publications include: "New Legal Avenues for a Decolonising 
Agenda: The International Court of Justice and the Israeli Occupation of Palestinian Territories", Journal of Holy 
Land and Palestine Studies; "The 'G Word,' Liberal Israeli Elites, and the Prospect of Decolonization", Journal 
of Genocide Research; and the co-authored chapter, "The Nation State Law as an Offensive Settler Colonial 
Paradigm", in The Palestinian Question 75 Years after the Nakba: Multidisciplinary Approaches.

Gaza as a Revealer: EU Law, Legal Subalternity, and the Making of a 

Palestinian Exception

The conceptualization of the EU as a Normative Power has long dominated European studies. This framework 
portrays the EU as committed to promoting normative principles both internally and externally, particularly those 
related to human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, and the rule of law. For decades, European elites have 
cultivated a self-image of belonging to a union anchored in human rights and international law. No case illustrates 
the limits of this theoretical framework more starkly than Palestine. The ongoing genocide in Gaza has shattered 
this narrative by exposing how legal commitments can be reconstructed, narrowed, and selectively redeployed 
to justify political inaction or even complicity in mass atrocities. This paper argues that Gaza functions as a 
"revealer", not merely of EU inconsistency or "double standards", but of a deeper juridical pattern: the production 
of a Palestinian exception sustained through what Imseis terms "legal subalternity", whereby Palestinians are 
formally recognized as rights-holders yet structurally denied the protections those rights entail. Focusing on 
the response of EU member states to the arrest warrants issued by the ICC against Netanyahu and Gallant, and 
attempts to review EU-Israel economic relations, this paper demonstrates how legal obligations triggered by the 
ICC arrest warrants and the ICJ's 2024 findings (plausible risk of genocide; illegality of Israel's presence in the OPT) 
are not simply ignored or violated. Rather, the Palestine exception reveals how EU institutions and member states 
reconstruct the law to excuse inaction, deny protection, and enable genocidal violence.
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Taghreed Al Soumairy 

A researcher specializing in media and memory studies, currently a Visiting Researcher at the CFR Center at York 
University, Canada, where her research focuses on digital memory and mechanisms of remembrance in the 
age of artificial intelligence. She holds a PhD in Media and Mass Communication from the Lebanese University. 
Her recent book, Palestinian Memory in the Digital Space: Forms, Challenges, and Future Prospects (2025), was 
published by the Centre for Arab Unity Studies. She has extensive academic and professional experience in 
media, having worked as a researcher on multiple media and women's studies projects and at the Arab Thought 
Foundation. She has also worked as a TV producer and as an independent journalist.

Mechanisms of Distortion and the Manipulation of Palestinian 

Collective Memory in the Age of Artificial Intelligence

This study explores the mechanisms of bias and distortion in the representation of Palestinian collective memory 
across three artificial intelligence platforms. It presents a comparative analysis of the responses generated by 
three major AI platforms – ChatGPT, Google Gemini, and Meta AI – regarding key Palestinian events. It also 
analyses historical maps and images of Palestinians during pivotal events that were generated using these 
three platforms. The study concludes that the AI systems under study function as large-scale mechanisms of 
erasure of major events such as the Nakba and genocide, classifying terms such as "genocide" and "massacres" 
as exaggerated or emotionally charged, and replacing them with terms the systems describe as neutral. It 
also demonstrates how human labour, not only language models or databases, contributes to the erasure of 
Palestinian memory on these platforms, resulting in more complex forms of bias.
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Tamara Taher 

Post-doctoral researcher at the University of Turin Department of Cultures, Politics and Society. Her research 
revolves around questions of time, epistemology and politics, and the three inform each other. She adopts a 
multi-disciplinary approach, moving between social and political theory, IR, anthropology and geography. 
She has consistently worked on Palestinian material and immaterial meaning-making across and against 
fragmentation; food practices and knowledges in Jordan; and on structural anti-Muslim racism in Italy. She has 
published contributions in academic journals and in edited volumes and has translated to Italian critical work on 
Islamophobia's political function in the present.

Temporalities of Liberation: Existing and Resisting against the Grain of 

the Zionist Temporality of Catastrophe

Reflecting on the meanings of Palestinian historiographic, memory and cultural work on the "ongoing Nakba" 
produced by Zionist settler colonialism and building on critiques of the modern concept of history, this paper 
argues that building knowledge of the "ongoing Nakba" from Palestinian standpoints brushes against the grain 
of Zionist temporality, functioning as contrapuntal reading of its history, revealing its violence. The paper reflects 
on hegemonic and subaltern temporalities to liberate time from modern homogeneity and detect the horizon 
of Palestinian liberation temporalities. It explores a "constellation" – "inventory of traces" of Palestinian non-
linear times and practices of wujūd (existence) that disrupt Zionist and modern temporality and materiality. The 
paper asserts that reappropriating alternative understandings and practices of time is a question of political and 
material liberation.
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Tareq Radi 

Palestinian scholar and organizer. He is currently a University of California Presidential Postdoctoral Fellow in 
UC Merced's Department of Critical Race and Ethnic Studies, where he is completing his manuscript, Mortgaged 
Futures: Financial Intimacies of Turtle Island, Palestine, and the Philippines. The book charts the history of 
debt-fuelled imperial expansion in Palestine within a larger constellation of state-led, race-making practices 
and technologies of Indigenous dispossession. He co-produced the pedagogical project, "Gaza in Context", and 
co-authored Palestine as Praxis: Scholarship for Freedom. His published work can be found in the Journal for 
Palestine Studies.

The Financialization of Vulnerability: Solar Energy in Gaza and the 

Benefits Gap

Through a geographical material analysis of the World Bank's Finance for Jobs Program and the Palestine 
Real and Investment Company's Gaza solar pilot project, this paper demonstrates how the Palestinian 
Authority, international financial institutions, and local development firms strategically leverage the economic 
abandonment of Gazan women and youth in service of mobilizing private capital for green financing initiatives. 
By locating these initiatives within a broader process of uneven development, the paper reveals how solar 
projects in Gaza operated as a geographical solution to economic crises through the introduction of risk sharing 
instruments such as the Social Rate of Return. Critically, the paper demonstrates how the Social Rate of Return 
risks entrenching a logic whereby entrenched vulnerability is no longer a barrier to investment but rather its 
precondition. In this formulation, dispossession, precarity, and economic abandonment are transformed into 
new frontiers of profitability for international investors, underwriters, and local developers.
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Tayseer Abu Odeh 

Palestinian Jordanian writer, translator, and associate Professor of Comparative literature. Among other outlets, 
his writing has appeared in Michigan Quarterly Review, Holy Land and Palestine Studies, Arab Studies Quarterly, 
Journal of Postcolonial Writing, and Harvard Divinity School's Peripheries: A Journal of Word, Image, and 
Sound, for which he edited and translated a folio of recent poetry from Gaza with Mosab Abu Toha in 2021. He 
co-translated and co-edited a poetry anthology from Gaza and the West Bank with Sherah Bloor, You Must Live, 
(Copper Canyon Press 2025; Penguin Random House Uk, 2026). His research interests include cultural studies, 
orientalism, comparative literature, and neoliberalism.

The Politics of Death and Mourning in Modern Palestinian Poetry: The 

Paradox of Poetry in the Age of Genocide

This paper questions and deconstructs the politics of catastrophe, death, and mourning in the anthology You 
Must Live: New Poetry from Palestine (2025). It is premised upon the hermeneutic dialectics of Theodor Adorno, 
which represent a profound pessimism and a fear of "reifying" death, ugliness, and catastrophe in an age of 
genocide through poetry and literary representation. Furthermore, this paper showcases the critical implications 
of Ernst Bloch's "Principle of Hope". Amidst genocide and erasure, the Palestinian poet in Gaza confronts a central 
question: Is poetry in a time of catastrophe merely a "roll of the dice in the dark" – a silent, absurd lamentation 
in the Adornian sense? Or is it a creative act of mourning and elegy that disrupts the relationship between the 
political, the cultural, and the aesthetic, and the personal and the collective, by foregrounding a "poetic document 
of indictment" against the barbaric politics of genocide?
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Waleed Habbas 

Researcher at the Palestinian Forum for Israeli Studies (MADAR). He holds a PhD in Sociology. His research 
interests focus on the study of Israel, the institutions of occupation in the West Bank, and the economic relations 
between Palestinians and Israel.

Genocide and Holocaust Studies in Israel: How and Why the Genocide 

of Gaza Is Excluded Epistemologically

This study focuses on the field of genocide and Holocaust studies within Israeli academia, employing a sociological 
lens to understand its institutional silence regarding the characterization of events in Gaza as genocide. The article 
begins with the question: How and why is Israeli colonial violence excluded from "legitimate" knowledge within 
Israeli academic discourse, even as global scholars clearly define it as genocide? Theoretically, the study draws 
on Pierre Bourdieu's framework of social fields to analyse how academic fields operate within colonial contexts. 
Methodologically, it relies on an examination of university curricula, academic programs, funding channels, 
and institutional actors, most notably Yad Vashem. The study concludes that academic silence constitutes an 
organized practice of reproducing epistemic domination, revealing a crisis of legitimacy within Israeli academia 
amid global transformations following the Gaza War.
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Yannis Arrab 

Doctoral candidate examining Algerian immigration and experiences in Palestine during the period 1830-1948. 
He completed two master's degrees in history at the EHESS (Paris). He is the author of Un pas vers la paix mémoires 
d'un jeune Palestinien (2015), and Palestine pour une Paix-Juste (2017). He has also published a scholarly article 
in April 2023 in the journal Saha (Montreal) on the French language barrier faced by Palestinian students in 
post-independence Algeria and the entry "The Algerians of Palestine 1930-1948", on PalQuest.

The Algerians of Palestine: Vectors of the Palestinian Nakba Narrative 

to French Consular Representations in Palestine

On the eve of the Nakba, more than 6,000 Algerians lived in Mandatory (or historical) Palestine, particularly 
in rural Galilee, where about ten Algerian villages were founded between 1860 and 1880. Between December 
1947 and June 1949, more than 800,000 Palestinians were forcibly expelled from their homes to refugee camps 
outside of Palestine or displaced within the borders of what became Israeli territories in June 1949. These 
Algerians would experience a similar fate to the Palestinian population during 1948: their villages were occupied, 
the population of which was driven out, and their properties were expropriated by Zionist militias. Following 
their expulsion from both their villages and the Palestinian cities where they resided, these individuals entered 
into long exchanges with the French consular representations established in Palestine, in Jerusalem, Haifa, 
Jaffa, Safad, and Tiberias, as well as with the consular services of neighbouring countries: Beirut, Damascus, and 
Amman. These Algerians presented the French consuls with a poignant narrative in which they recounted the 
circumstances of their forced expulsion, their journeys, and the dire conditions to which they were subjected. 
These exiled Algerians became the vectors of the Palestinian tragedy for the French consular services. They 
conveyed the Palestinian narrative of being forcibly expelled by Zionist forces as well as the Palestinian claims. 
While French diplomacy, in concert with the Zionist leadership, sought to convince these exiles to repatriate to 
Algeria, these "Palestinian refugees of Algerian origin" instead defended their right to return to their cities and 
villages in Palestine.
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Yanis Iqbal 

Student of Political Science and Philosophy at Aligarh Muslim University, India. He is the author of two books: 
The Sword and the Neck: Reading the al-Aqsa Flood (Iskra Books, 2025) and Education in the Age of Neoliberal 
Dystopia (Midwestern Marx, 2024).

Economy as Fetish: Gaza and the Ideology of Global Capitalism

This article interrogates the ideological construction of Gaza as a techno-futurist frontier for global capitalism, 
exemplified by Trump's 2025 plan and Israeli proposals envisioning a "Little Dubai." These projects reduce history 
to questions of development, presenting dispossession as economic opportunity. This is a logic of economism that 
recasts colonial domination as neutral reconstruction. Building on Ali Kadri's theory of value and Nancy Fraser's 
critique of economism, the paper argues that colonial violence is integral to capitalist accumulation rather than 
an external excess. Tracing Zionist developmentalism from Herzl's Altneuland to Gaza's tunnel economy, it 
shows how the category of "economy" functions as an ideological weapon, naturalizing imperial domination 
and foreclosing resistance. Liberation, the article concludes, requires dismantling the global capitalist order that 
makes genocide profitable.
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Youssef Day 

Moroccan researcher, serving as an associate researcher at various think tanks and research institutions in 
Morocco. He holds a PhD in Public Law and Political Science from Ibn Zohr University, Morocco. His research 
interests centre on democracy, social movements, subcultures, and political culture. He is a strong advocate 
for scholarly engagement with society, aiming to address political, cultural, and social crises through rigorous 
scientific inquiry and analytical frameworks. He has published numerous studies and papers in national and 
regional academic journals. Most notably, he is the author of Sports and Politics in Morocco: Between Control and 
Resistance – Football as a Case Study (ACRPS, 2025).

The Palestinian Cause in the New Protest Discourse in Morocco:  

A Study of Ultras Movements

This paper examines the shifting engagement with the Palestinian cause within the Moroccan public sphere 
in the wake of 7 October 2023. The analysis is situated within a political context marked by a resurgence 
of authoritarianism and the normalization process initiated by the "Abraham Accords" in 2020. The study 
proceeds from the hypothesis that the closure of the political system and the restriction of traditional channels 
of expression have driven youth – specifically football ultras – to devise alternative spaces for resistance to 
denounce normalization and the aggression against the Gaza Strip. Methodologically, the paper employs Critical 
Discourse Analysis (CDA), as developed by Norman Fairclough, to examine the content of fan chants and songs. 
Additionally, the study catalogues and analyses street art and graffiti, viewing them as forms of contestation 
over urban space. The paper concludes that these groups have successfully circumvented official censorship and 
governmental silence, transforming stadiums and city walls into open platforms for condemning the aggression 
and rejecting normalization. In doing so, they have articulated a voice distinct from the official narrative and 
reinvigorated values of resistance within the Moroccan street through novel artistic and mass protest tools
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Zainab Sabra 

PhD candidate in Philosophy at Erasmus University Rotterdam and a philosophy instructor and a lecturer in the 
Critical Humanities for Liberal Arts Program (CHLA) at the American University of Beirut. Her work advances 
a methodology for interpreting oral testimonies grounded in speech act theory and non-representational 
accounts of language. Drawing on Palestinian oral history, she examines how meaning emerges through social 
practice, implicature, embodiment, and trauma. She publishes on philosophy of language, AI, and oral history, 
with particular attention to the limits of computational models that abstract from pragmatics. She is currently 
developing a framework for computational hermeneutics, integrating philosophy of language and AI to study 
meaning in crisis testimonies.

Testimonial Credibility: Reclaiming the Narrative

A testimony transmits knowledge from a testifier to a recipient and, when fact-reporting, is truth-apt. Within 
inferentialist epistemology, credibility plays a central role in determining the epistemic status of testimony. 
However, in cases such as testimonies reporting the genocide in Gaza, credibility cannot be reduced to competence 
and sincerity alone. The paper argues that credibility is socially and politically mediated by the narrative to which 
the testifier belongs. It is shaped not only by evidence, but by power structures that determine which narratives 
are granted epistemic authority. As long as credibility is conferred by a dominant narrative, counter-testimonies 
are systematically deprived of epistemic weight, even when they present counterevidence. Drawing on Miranda 
Fricker's account of credibility excess and deficit, the paper examines how Zionist discourse sustains its credibility 
through testimonial tactics that grant excess credibility to aligned speakers while imposing deficits on the 
oppressed. It concludes by proposing two strategies for resisting this dynamic: supporting Boycott, Divestment, 
and Sanctions (BDS) and reclaiming the historical and contextual grounding of marginalized testimonies as a 
condition of their intelligibility.



112



Participants

Symposia



114

	 Ahmad Azam

	 Associate Professor in the Department of International Affairs at Qatar University, 
specializing in Political Economy. He is a former professor at Birzeit University in Palestine 
and holds a PhD from the University of Edinburgh. His research and publications focus on 
conflict resolution and management and the Palestinian question. He previously served 
as Editor-in-Chief of Palestinian Affairs journal. His publications include Palestinian Youth: 
From Movement to Mobilization, and Kamal Adwan: A Man in a Revolution and a Revolution 
in a Man, and Contexts of Palestinian Thought. He is a member of both the Palestinian 
National Council and the Palestinian Central Council.

	 Hani Al-Masri

	 General Director of the Palestinian Center for Policy Research and Strategic Studies – Masarat 
(since 2011), where he leads research, scenario development, and policy advisory initiatives. He is a 
political analyst, researcher, journalist, and columnist, born in Nablus and now based in Ramallah. 
His work focuses on Palestinian national unity, democratic governance, and policy analysis. He 
has published extensively in leading Palestinian and Arab outlets, including Al-Quds and Al-Araby 
Al-Jadeed, with many pieces translated into English. He also contributed to official Palestinian 
reconciliation dialogues (2009–2021) and served on the Yasser Arafat Foundation Board.

	 Hanna Alshaikh

	 Palestine Project Coordinator at Arab Center Washington DC. She is also a PhD candidate in 
History and Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard University, and holds a master's degree from 
the University of Chicago's Center for Middle Eastern Studies. Previously, Hanna was an 
adjunct professor at DePaul University's Religious Studies Department, where she taught 
courses on religion and politics in the Middle East. Her writing has appeared in outlets 
including The Hill, Vox, Middle East Eye, Metras, and The Nation.

	 Khalil Jahshan

	 Palestinian American political analyst and media commentator, and Executive Director of 
Arab Center Washington DC. Between 2004 and 2013, he was a Lecturer in International 
Studies and Languages at Pepperdine University and Executive Director of Pepperdine's 
Seaver College Washington DC Internship Program. Throughout his career, Jahshan held 
numerous leadership positions in Arab American organizations, including Executive 
Vice President of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC), Director of 
the National Association of Arab Americans (NAAA)-ADC, Vice President of the American 
Committee on Jerusalem, President of the National Association of Arab Americans, and 
Assistant Director of the Palestine Research and Educational Center.
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	 Leila Farsakh

	 Political economist and Professor of Political Science at the University of Massachusetts 
Boston. She is the author of Palestinian Labor Migration to Israel: Labour, Land and Occupation 
(2012) and most recently of Rethinking Statehood in Palestine: Self-Determination and 
Decolonization Beyond Partition (University of California Press, 2021).

	 Osama Abu Irshaid

	 Non-resident scholar at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS) in Doha, 
based in Washington DC. He serves as the Executive Director of Americans for Justice in 
Palestine (AJP Action), a US lobbying organization advocating for Palestinian rights. He 
holds a PhD in Political Science from Loughborough University (UK). Abu Irshaid lectures 
frequently on Middle Eastern and US politics, and he is a regular commentator on 
Palestinian and regional affairs, as well as on US domestic and foreign policy, appearing on 
various satellite TV channels such as Al Araby, Al Jazeera, and TRT World. He has authored or 
coauthored several books in Arabic and has published dozens of studies and articles in both 
Arabic and English on issues related to US politics and the Middle East.

	 Pablo Abufom

	 Spokesperson for the Coordinadora por Palestina, a coalition of social movements in 
solidarity with Palestine, from Santiago, Chile. He is also the Director of the Chilean 
Palestinian publishing house Al-Naar. In 2024, he co-curated "From All the Rivers to All 
the Seas", an exhibition of textile art and posters for Palestine hosted by Chile's National 
Archives. Abufom is a philosopher and biologist and has worked as a translator for 15 years.

	 Saif Abukeshek

	 A Palestinian activist based in Barcelona, he has been organizing Palestinian solidarity 
across Europe for over 20 years. He was a lead organizer in the Global March to Gaza, a 
steering committee member for Global Movement to Gaza and currently chairs the Global 
Coalition Against the Occupation in Palestine and represents the Intersindical Alternativa 
de Catalunya (IAC). He sits on the board of the European Trade Union Network for Justice in 
Palestine, and a steering committee member for Global Sumud Flotilla.

	 Stephanie Elías Musalem

	 Executive Director of the Center for Palestinian Information (CIP), a Chile-based organization 
dedicated to journalism, cultural work, and political advocacy on Palestine. A journalist 
and writer, she has led CIP's rapid consolidation over the past two years as a key reference 
on Palestine in Chile and Latin America. She is a third-generation Palestinian, with family 
origins in Beit Jala and Bethlehem.
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	 Tamara Kharroub

	 Deputy Executive Director and Senior Fellow at the Arab Center Washington DC. Her 
research focuses on the intersection of technology and human rights in MENA and on 
US policy toward Palestine/Israel. She publishes research and policy analysis papers and 
contributes to various media outlets and international conferences exploring the role of 
media and technology in political affairs, identity politics, US foreign policy, human rights, 
and Palestine. Kharroub holds a PhD from Indiana University Bloomington and an MA 
from the University of Westminster, and is the recipient of several awards and fellowships 
including Fulbright.

	 Tarek Hamoud

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. He holds a PhD from the Institute 
of Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter and a master's degree in International 
Relations from Kingston University (UK). He is specialized is in the study of Hamas.

	 Yousef Munayyer

	 Head of the Palestine/Israel Program and Senior Fellow at the Arab Center Washington 
DC. He serves as a member of the editorial committee of the Journal of Palestine Studies 
and was previously Executive Director of the US Campaign for Palestinian Rights. Some 
of his published articles can be found in The New York Times, The Washington Post, The 
Nation, Boston Globe, Foreign Policy, Journal of Palestine Studies, Middle East Policy, and 
others. Munayyer holds a PhD in International Relations and Comparative Politics from the 
University of Maryland.
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Moderators

	 Adham Saouli

	 Professor of Politics and International Relations and Head of the Critical Security Studies 
program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. He held a Post-Doctoral Research 
Fellowship at the University College Dublin (2008-2009) and Lectureship (Assistant 
Professorship) at the University of Edinburgh (2009-2014). He moved to the University of St 
Andrews in 2014 and was promoted to Professor of International Relations in 2022. Saouli is 
a member of the Arab Political Science Network, APSA, MESA, BISA, and BRISMES. He is the 
Founding Editor of Disruptions, a book series on social movements, revolutions, and activism 
published by Edinburgh University Press and is on the editorial board of Siyasat Arabia.

	 Ahmed Hussein

	 ACRPS Researcher and Managing Editor of Siyasaat Arabiya journal and Istishraf yearbook. 
He previously served as Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Damascus. He obtained a PhD in International Relations from the University of Florence, 
Italy. His research interests focus on theories of international relations. He has numerous 
research papers and studies published in the field of International Relations including: The 
European Union and the Arab Region: Problematic Issues from a Realist Perspective (ACRPS, 
2021). He has edited several books, including: The June 1967 War: Pathways of War and Its 
Aftermath (ACRPS, 2019) and Boycott Strategy in the Struggle Against Occupation and the 
Israeli Apartheid Regime: Reality and Aspiration (ACRPS, 2018).

	 Aicha Elbasri

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research & Policy Studies and former international UN 
staff. Between 2000 and 2014, she held various press and communications positions, 
including in the UN Department of Public Information in New York, the UN Development 
Programme in Sudan, and the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq. She is a former researcher 
at Le Centre de Recherche sur l'Imaginaire at the University of Savoie (1993–1998), France, 
where she earned a PhD in French Literature. Elbasri's current research focuses on the 
United Nations and international relations. She has published numerous peer-reviewed 
papers, and a book titled L'Imaginaire Carcéral de Jean Genet (l'Harmattan, 2000). Elbasri is 
the lead editor of a forthcoming collective book titled Forgotten Allies: Unveiling Muslims' 
Contributions to the Allied Victory in the Second World War.
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	 Ayat Hamdan

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and Editing Director of the Ostour 
historical studies journal. Hamdan received her PhD from the Institute of Arab & Islamic Studies 
at the University of Exeter, UK, where she served as an assistant lecturer in the Political Science 
department. She was also awarded a fellowship at the Refugee Studies Centre at the University 
of Oxford. She edited Jerusalem: Ethnic Cleansing and Forms of Resistance (ACRPS, 2023).

	 Ayhab Saad

	 Dean of the School of Economics, Administration and Public Policy at the Doha Institute 
for Graduate Studies and an Associate Professor of Economics. His research spans applied 
microeconomics, international trade, development economics, labour economics, and political 
economy, with a focus on pressing global and regional challenges. His work explores the role 
of firm heterogeneity in shaping productivity, innovation, labour markets, wage inequality, 
and institutional quality in the global economy. He also investigates economic integration, 
multinational production, intra-firm trade, and the impacts of economic sanctions. His 
research employs quasi-experimental methods to examine the economics of households, 
labour markets, education, demographic changes, and conflict in developing countries.

	 Ayham Al-Sahli

	 Researcher at the Institute for Palestine Studies, where he works on documentation projects 
related to the genocidal war on Gaza and a member of the editorial board of Majallat al-
Dirasat al-Filastiniyya. He also contributes content on Palestinian refugee camps to the 
Interactive Encyclopedia of the Palestinian Question (PalQuest). He is a contributing author 
to the books Love in the Camp, Gaza: The Ferocious War of Genocide, Vol. 1, and Kamel 
Tawfiq Dajani: Writer, Poet, and Fighter, co-authored with Tayeb Dajani, all published by the 
Institute for Palestine Studies.

	 Charles Harb

	 Professor of Social and Political Psychology at the Doha Institute. His research on socio-
political dynamics in the Arab region focuses on intergroup relations, perceptions, social 
cohesion, and the reduction of prejudice and political violence. He has explored relations 
between Palestinian and Syrian refugees with host communities in Lebanon, investigated 
support for ISIS in northern Lebanon, investigated predictors of collective action in Iraq, and 
assessed social cohesion across several governorates in Tunis. He is currently working on big 
data analyses and machine learning algorithms exploring intergroup dynamics and violence 
in several Arab countries. He has consulted on projects for the UNDP, ESCWA, UNHCR, UNESCO 
and other international agencies working on relief and development in the Arab region.
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	 Ghada AlMadbouh

	 Professor on the Political Science and International Relations program at Birzeit University. 
She teaches on the master's program in Israeli Studies and at the Abu-Lughod Institute of 
International Studies. She is the Director of Research at the Palestinian American Center for 
Research in Ramallah. She holds a PhD from the United States and completed postdoctoral 
studies in Germany. Her research interests lie in comparative politics and thought. Her research 
focuses on analysing the mechanisms and tools of colonialism, methods of suppressed 
resistance, the formation of social movements, and the social history of education in Palestine.

	 Haider Saeed

	 Head of the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies Unit at the Arab Center for Research and 
Policy Studies. He held several positions at the Arab Center, including Editor-in-Chief of 
Siyasat Arabiya (2016-2025) and Head of the Research Department (2019-2022). He holds a 
PhD in Linguistics from Baghdad's Al Mustansiriya University (2001). His research interests 
focus on Iraq, divided societies, and critical analysis of political discourse. He published a 
book with the ACRPS titled Arab Shi'is: Identity and Citizenship (2019), as well as other 
publications such as The Politics of the Symbol and the End to National Culture of Iraq (2009) 
and The Status of Social Sciences in Iraqi Universities (2008). He contributed three chapters to 
the ACRPS book The Islamic State Organization, 'ISIS' (2018), and supervised the completion 
of a study on "Islamic Civil Society in Iraq" (2010) with a research team. He contributed to 
writing the "National Report on Human Development in Iraq" for the years 2009 and 2014.

	 Haizam Amirah Fernandez

	 Executive Director of the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, Madrid (Centro de 
Estudios Árabes Contemporáneos) and Adjunct Professor of International Relations at IE 
University. Between 2003 and 2024, he was Senior Analyst for the Mediterranean and the 
Arab World at the Elcano Royal Institute in Madrid. He specializes in International Relations 
and Political Economy of the Middle East and North Africa. He has lectured in universities 
in Europe, Arab countries and the US. He holds an MA in Arab Studies on a Fulbright 
scholarship from Georgetown University, and a BA from Universidad Autónoma de Madrid. 
He is a frequent commentator in the Spanish and international media.

	 Hani Awad

	 Researcher at the Arab Centre for Research and Policy Studies. He holds a Doctorate in 
International Development from the University of Oxford. He is the author of The Dilemma of 
Authoritarian Local Governance in Egypt (Edinburgh University Press, 2022), and Transformations 
of the Concept of Arab Nationalism (Arab Network for Research & Publishing, 2012). He is 
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published in the British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies and Middle East Critique, among other 
academic journals. His research interests include local governance, politics of authoritarianism, 
sociopolitical mobilization, informality, local politics, Islamic movements, and social movements 
in the Middle East with special focus on Egypt and Palestine.

	 Harith Hassan

	 Associate Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. He has previously 
served as a senior scholar at the Malcolm H. Kerr–Carnegie Middle East Center and as a 
visiting fellow at both Central European University and Harvard University. He holds a PhD 
in political science and a master's degree in political communication. He is the author of 
Imagining the Nation: Sectarianism, Nationalism, and Sociopolitical Conflict in Iraq (2012). 
His forthcoming book, Shi'i Clerical Authority in Iraq: The Neo-Traditional Marji'iyya and 
the Transformation of Political Order, is being published by Routledge. In addition, he 
has published numerous studies and articles in Arabic and English language academic 
journals. His research interests focus on state-society relations, political order, identity, and 
development in the Middle East.

	 Ibrahim Fraihat

	 Professor of International Conflict Resolution at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, 
a fellow at the Baker Institute for Peace and Conflict Studies at Juniata College, US, and 
the founding president of the Arab Society for Conflict Studies. He previously served as a 
senior foreign policy fellow at the Brookings Institution and taught conflict resolution at 
Georgetown University. His recent publications include: Conflict Mediation in the Arab 
World (co-ed) (Syracuse University Press, 2023), and Unfinished Revolutions: Yemen, Libya, 
and Tunisia after the Arab Spring (Yale University Press, 2016)

	 Issam Nassar

	 Historian of the modern Middle East, with a focus on cultural history and visual culture, 
particularly photography. He serves as Chair of the History program at the Doha Institute 
for Graduate Studies and is Professor Emeritus of History at Illinois State University. He is 
the author and editor of numerous books, most notably co-authoring Camera Palaestina: 
Photography and Displaced Histories of Palestine (University of California Press, 2022).

	 Khalil Jahshan

	 Palestinian American political analyst and media commentator, and Executive Director of 
Arab Center Washington DC. Between 2004 and 2013, he was a Lecturer in International 
Studies and Languages at Pepperdine University and Executive Director of Pepperdine's 
Seaver College Washington DC Internship Program. Throughout his career, Jahshan held 
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numerous leadership positions in Arab American organizations, including Executive 
Vice President of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC), Director of 
the National Association of Arab Americans (NAAA)-ADC, Vice President of the American 
Committee on Jerusalem, President of the National Association of Arab Americans, and 
Assistant Director of the Palestine Research and Educational Center.

	 Lamis Andoni

	 A veteran journalist, political writer, and war correspondent since the mid-1980s, she 
has reported from several Arab countries, Iran, the United States, and Europe. She has 
worked with leading Arab and international media outlets, including Al-Hayat, Assafir, The 
Guardian, The Financial Times, The Washington Post, and Al Jazeera English. She served as 
a Visiting Fellow at the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard University and as a 
Visiting Lecturer at the University of California Graduate School. She also led the founding 
and launch of The New Arab in 2014.

	 Leila Seurat

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies in Paris. She is the author 
of The Foreign Policy of Hamas. Ideology, Decision Making and Political Supremacy (2022) 
and the co-editor of Écrits politiques arabes, an anthology of Arab political thought (2022). 
More recently, she has contributed to several edited volumes, including Armed Groups and 
the Politics of International Legitimation (Oxford University Press, 2026), and has published 
several articles in Foreign Affairs, including "Hamas's Goal in Gaza" (2023) and "The New 
Hamas Insurgency" (2025).

	 Mahmoud Muhareb

	 Palestinian Associate Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. He has 
published tens of research articles and books on Zionism, Israel, the Palestine question, the 
Arab Israeli conflict and Arab Israeli relations. His publications include The Jewish Agency and 
Syria During the Arab Revolt in Palestine: Secret Meetings and Negotiations (Bloomsbury, 
I.B.Tauris, 2023); Archives in Israel, The Israeli Historical Narrative and the Nakba: Unveiling 
the Report that refutes the Israeli Historical Narrative (Mada al Carmel, 2022; and Israel's 
Nuclear Policy and its National Decision Making Process (ACRPS, 2013).

	 Maram Masarwi

	 Palestinian associate professor and academic researcher specializing in Palestinian trauma 
and loss from a psycho-collective and decolonial perspective. She works in therapeutic 
education and social work. Her research focuses on entangled trauma, suspended loss, 
governing grief under genocide, and the politics of memory and Palestinian archives as sites 
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of resistance. She is the author of a Palgrave Macmillan monograph on trauma and loss 
among bereaved Palestinian families and the creator of the ongoing research-film project 
Sidna Ali: Letters from a Vanished Village, which examines colonial archives and erased 
geographies as contested fields of memory and counter-history.

	 Majdi Malki

	 Director and Head of the Research Department at the Institute for Palestine Studies, 
Ramallah office. He has been a Professor in the Department of Sociology at Birzeit University 
since 1995, where he has held several prominent positions, including Dean of the Faculty of 
Arts from 2015 to 2020, and Director of the Abu Lughod Institute for International Studies. 
He has participated in numerous international and local conferences, and published several 
books and studies in the fields of development, social policies, migration, and civil society.

	 Mueen Al-Taher

	 Writer and former researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, where he 
oversaw the "Palestine Memory" book series and digital archive from 2016-2024. His most 
recent publications include Difficult Paths: The Palestinian National Movement in the 
Journey of Salah Khalaf (Abu Iyad), 1933–1971 (co-authored with Mona Awadallah); The Diary 
of Akram Zuaiter: Hopes for Unity and Pains of Division (1949-1965), two parts (ed., 2021); The 
Diary of Akram Zuaiter: The Years of Crisis (1967-1970) (ed., 2019); Adnan Abu Odeh's Diaries 
1970-1988 (ed,. 2017); The Supplement to Adnan Abu Odeh's Diaries (ed., 2021); and Tobacco 
and Olives: Narratives of a Palestinian Resistance (2017).

	 Rami Rayess

	 Director of the Institute for Palestine Studies, Beirut office. He holds a master's degree 
in Political Science from the American University of Beirut. He has worked as a journalist 
writing in Arabic, English, and French for several Lebanese and Arab newspapers and online 
platforms, and has served as editor-in-chief of several journals. He has also worked as a 
university lecturer, translator, and trainer. He published his first book in Beirut in 2020, 
titled Readings in the Crises of Lebanon and the Region.

	 Samia Bishara

	 Executive Director of Tarshid, an educational institution established by the Arab Center 
for Research and Policy Studies, which seeks to achieve sustainable positive change in 
educational practice through the design and implementation of educational initiatives in 
Qatar and across the Arab world. Bishara has extensive experience in strategic planning and 
in establishing and leading services and projects in the fields of development and education. 
She previously worked at the Jordan River Foundation, where she held several senior positions, 
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including Director of the Child Protection Program, Director of the Queen Rania Family and 
Child Center, and Director of the Training and Consulting Sector. She also served as Director 
of a Family Center specializing in psychosocial services for survivors of domestic violence 
and supervised the Family Nurseries Project in East Jerusalem. Bishara holds a bachelor's and 
master's degree in Social Work, as well as a Postgraduate Diploma in Early Childhood Studies.

	 Tarek Hamoud

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. He holds a PhD from the Institute 
of Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter and a master's degree in International 
Relations from Kingston University (UK). He is specialized is in the study of Hamas.

	 Tariq Dana

	 Associate Professor and Head of Conflict Management and Humanitarian Action Program at 
the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. His area of specialization includes an interdisciplinary 
approach encompassing critical political economy, colonial and settler-colonial studies, 
national liberation movements, foreign intervention, and state-building, as well as 
economic development, with a particular focus on Palestine and the Arab world. He serves 
as a policy advisor for Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network, a research associate at 
Security in Context, and an associate editor for the Middle East Critique journal. His work 
has been published in various peer-reviewed academic journals, and he has contributed to 
edited books. Additionally, he has written numerous opinion articles for a range of Arabic 
and international newspapers, magazines, and websites.

	 Tamer Qarmout

	 Associate Professor of Public Policy and former Head of the master's program in Public 
Administration at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, member of the Program and 
Research Advisory Committee (PRAC) for the International Institute of Administrative 
Sciences (IIAS), and Chair of its working group on "Public Administration in conflict-affected 
and fragile situations". He previously worked for the United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) in several management positions. He has expertise in the areas of 
policy development, governance reforms, strategic planning, management, leadership, 
institutional reform, and capacity development.
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Abdalhadi Alijla  

Associate Researcher and Regional Manager for the Gulf at the Varieties of Democracy Institute (University of 
Gothenburg) and a Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the Arab Reform Initiative. He is also a senior researcher at 
Folke Bernadotte Academy (FBA), Stockholm. His research focuses on divided societies, social cohesion, rebel 
governance, social capital, and Middle East politics. He is the author of Fearful in Gaza and Trust in Divided 
Societies, and co-editor of Rebel Governance in the Middle East. He holds a PhD from the University of Milan and 
has received multiple international awards and fellowships.

Rebuilding the Human: Social Cohesion as a Priority in Gaza

Wars and conflicts remain among the most significant factors undermining social cohesion, as they erode trust 
among citizens and between society and state institutions. In the MENA, as elsewhere, civil conflicts have divided 
communities and deepened social fragility, making the reconstruction of social cohesion essential to post-war 
recovery. However, most reconstruction efforts have focused on material rebuilding while neglecting human 
and social dimensions. This paper examines the dynamics of social cohesion in Gaza following the genocide, 
within the broader framework of reconstruction. It explores how Palestinian society can rebuild social trust and 
networks, including institutional trust, through the lens of political sociology and community peacebuilding 
theories. The paper employs a mixed methodology: a quantitative approach using Arab Barometer data and a 
theoretical analysis informed by existing literature and ongoing observation of developments in Gaza.
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Ahmed Abu Hanie  

Professor of Mechanical Engineering in the department of Mechanical and Mechatronics Engineering at Birzeit 
University, where he also served as Chair of Department for three years and as Dean of Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research from 2023 to 2025. He established two masters programs in Sustainable Engineering 
(Sustainable Engineering in Production and Renewable Energy Management) and one PhD program in Energy 
and Environment Technology. He has participated in more than twenty research and capacity building projects 
and authored books, book chapters, journal articles, and conference papers.

Policies to Enhance Food Security in Gaza after the War: Integrating 

Hydroponic Agriculture and Biogas

This paper proposes policies and practical solutions based on the potential of hydroponic agriculture as a 
strategic approach to food insecurity in the Gaza Strip during the post-war phase. The energy required to 
operate hydroponic systems would be supplied through the digestion of organic waste to produce biogas and 
liquid organic fertilizer. Given the near impossibility of conventional agriculture due to land degradation, water 
scarcity, and the collapse of infrastructure, hydroponic agriculture offers a flexible and water-efficient alternative 
for vegetable production and a rapid source of food. The paper proposes establishing hydroponic farming units 
in shelters, homes, schools, and community centres, supported by resilient supply chains and accompanied by 
workforce development. Hydroponic agriculture can function both as a humanitarian intervention and as a long-
term recovery strategy by leveraging locally available materials, renewable energy, and community participation. 
To maximize the benefits of biogas-supported hydroponic greenhouses for food production and renewable 
energy generation, the paper proposes the design and construction of integrated agricultural stations equipped 
with biogas energy systems. These centralized stations are shared by no fewer than ten to fifteen families to 
ensure the availability of sufficient organic waste for energy production. The paper examines the current state of 
food security in the Gaza Strip, identifies the technical models that need to be developed, outlines distribution 
frameworks, and discusses potential challenges. Finally, the paper presents policy recommendations to guide 
relevant stakeholders in rebuilding food systems in Gaza and facilitating the proposed approach, with a focus on 
sustainability and strengthening resilience.
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Ali Abdel-Wahab  

Data Analyst and Policy Researcher at PalThink for Strategic Studies and the Social Developmental Forum (SDF). 
His research focuses on the use of big data and computational social science to study political economy, digital 
transformation, the network society, and structures of technological and informational domination in the Palestinian 
context, particularly the relationship between digital systems, governance, and social behaviour, and how technology 
shapes spaces of power and knowledge. He has published papers on Gaza reconstruction plans, digital infrastructure 
and telecommunications during the war, and the role of social media in shaping wartime narratives.

Reconstruction as an Economy of Domination: A Parallel Policy for 

Recovery from Disaster Capitalism in Gaza

The war on Gaza (2023–2025) has transformed it into an urbanly, institutionally, and socially disabled space, 
while international plans (among them US and Israeli) compete to redefine reconstruction as a top-down 
technocratic management regime, turning destruction into an organized "disaster capitalism" market. This 
paper argues that reconstruction currently functions as an economy of domination that separates recovery 
from the right to self-determination and reproduces control through conditional funding, supply chains, and 
donor governance. The paper proposes a parallel policy alternative that operates from within the structure 
rather than outside it: a popular locally-mandated committee for recovery that brings together independent 
experts, community actors, and graduates with field-based knowledge. This committee is entrusted with three 
executive functions: (1) bottom-up priority setting through neighbourhood-level, data-driven needs maps; 
(2) redirecting resources toward a local cycle of labour and services; and (3) transparent accountability through 
an open spending registry and community grievance mechanisms. The paper relies on a comparative matrix 
of policy options (governance, financing, implementation, and accountability), alongside a critical review of 
official documents and interviews with field experts. It produces a toolkit for municipalities, ministries, and 
partners that contributes to activating a community-based recovery approach and building realistic governance 
mechanisms within a conflict environment. It also proposes practical measurement indicators for operating 
under conditions of ongoing conflict. The paper seeks to redefine the relationship between funders and society 
so that reconstruction becomes an organized emancipatory act that builds people before bricks and redistributes 
economic power within the reconstruction process itself.
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Giovanna Fassetta  

Lecturer in in the School of Education, University of Glasgow. Her research and teaching focuses on inclusion in 
education of children and young people from refugee and multilingual backgrounds, and on refugee education 
more in general. She is lead and co-lead of several projects that focus on education, languages and inclusion. 
Fassetta has been working with partners based at the Islamic University of Gaza for well over a decade, as well as 
collaborating with academics and practitioners in several other low- and middle-income countries.

Palestinian Academic Institutional Resilience: A Case Study of the 

Islamic university of Gaza

This paper explores institutional resilience within the context of war and genocide, using the Islamic University 
of Gaza (IUG) as a case study, and critically examines the applicability of resilience theories in prolonged and 
extraordinary crises. Data was gathered through semi-structured interviews with eight key informants from 
IUG senior management and analysed thematically. The findings indicate that the anticipation phase had 
limited relevance in a genocide context; that is, despite Gaza's prior experiences with wars, the unprecedented 
scale of the ongoing genocide rendered existing preparedness plans largely ineffective. Coping emerged as a 
dynamic, evolving process that reveals how resilience unfolds over time. In particular, three key dynamics: 
decentralization, externalization, and randomness shaped resilience across two temporal stages (i.e. paralysis 
and shock absorption). Finally, in the adaptation phase, our informants emphasized the critical lessons learned 
and revealed tensions in shaping the IUG's future resilience strategies. The paper concludes with a discussion of 
the implications for resilience theory and institutional policy.
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Halima Abu Haneya  

Assistant Professor of Social Sciences at the Arab American University, and member of the Scientific Advisory 
Board of the Tunisian Mediterranean Association for Historical, Social and Economic Studies, and the Tunisian 
World Center for Studies, Research and Development. She is holder of PhD in Social Sciences from Birzeit 
University, where she has previously worked as lecturer. Her research interests concern issues of social change, 
Palestinian society, identity, urban studies, Jerusalem, refugees and refugee camps. Her latest publications 
include "Halting UNRWA operations in Jerusalem: Political discourse and legitimization of the Order," (Journal of 
Palestine Studies).

Policies to Enhance Food Security in Gaza after the War: Integrating 

Hydroponic Agriculture and Biogas

This paper proposes policies and practical solutions based on the potential of hydroponic agriculture as a 
strategic approach to food insecurity in the Gaza Strip during the post-war phase. The energy required to 
operate hydroponic systems would be supplied through the digestion of organic waste to produce biogas and 
liquid organic fertilizer. Given the near impossibility of conventional agriculture due to land degradation, water 
scarcity, and the collapse of infrastructure, hydroponic agriculture offers a flexible and water-efficient alternative 
for vegetable production and a rapid source of food. The paper proposes establishing hydroponic farming units 
in shelters, homes, schools, and community centres, supported by resilient supply chains and accompanied by 
workforce development. Hydroponic agriculture can function both as a humanitarian intervention and as a long-
term recovery strategy by leveraging locally available materials, renewable energy, and community participation. 
To maximize the benefits of biogas-supported hydroponic greenhouses for food production and renewable 
energy generation, the paper proposes the design and construction of integrated agricultural stations equipped 
with biogas energy systems. These centralized stations are shared by no fewer than ten to fifteen families to 
ensure the availability of sufficient organic waste for energy production. The paper examines the current state of 
food security in the Gaza Strip, identifies the technical models that need to be developed, outlines distribution 
frameworks, and discusses potential challenges. Finally, the paper presents policy recommendations to guide 
relevant stakeholders in rebuilding food systems in Gaza and facilitating the proposed approach, with a focus on 
sustainability and strengthening resilience.
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Kareem Okasha  

Expert and consultant in humanitarian and development work, with over 18 years of experience in Gaza. He has 
collaborated with international organizations, civil society institutions, and the private sector, providing consulting 
and training in economic empowerment, entrepreneurship, community capacity building, and development 
studies. Okasha specializes in program design, management, research, and business plan evaluation.

Actors, Not Beneficiaries: The Role of Palestinian Women in Leading 

Community Institutions and Post-War Reconstruction in Gaza

This paper investigates how Palestinian women lead community and institutional reconstruction in post-war 
Gaza. Based on ten in-depth interviews with women heading NGOs and civil society organizations, alongside 
a review of recent literature, it examines women's transition from marginal roles to positions of leadership and 
decision-making amid recurring conflict, insecurity, and fragile institutions. The paper highlights pathways to 
leadership, including volunteer engagement, personal experience, and institutional progression, and emphasizes 
women's roles in strategic planning, donor coordination, psychosocial support, and rights advocacy. Despite 
their critical contributions, systemic barriers persist, including exclusion from formal decision-making, gendered 
funding gaps, and socio-political marginalization. Using feminist institutionalism and resilience frameworks, 
findings show that women's leadership in Gaza is transformative, shaping recovery processes to be inclusive, 
locally rooted, and socially just. The paper calls for institutional reforms and funding strategies to sustain and 
strengthen women's leadership in reconstruction.
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Mandy Turner  

Senior Researcher with Security in Context and Project Director of the "Global South and World Order" project 
at University of California-Irvine. Her research focuses on the political economy of conflict and peace, and the 
situation in Palestine. She has held various roles including professor of conflict, peace and humanitarian affairs 
at the University of Manchester, UK (2020-24) and director of the CBRL Kenyon Institute in Palestine (2012-2020). 
Her most recent book is From the River to the Sea: Palestine and Israel in the Shadow of 'Peace' (Rowman and 
Littlefield, 2019; ACRPS Doha 2024 in Arabic).

Colonial Administration, Counterinsurgency Pacification, and Disaster 

Capitalism in Trump's "Day After" Plans for Palestine

This paper analyses the Comprehensive Plan to End the Gaza Conflict proposed by the US administration 
and endorsed by UN Security Council Resolution 2803 (17 November 2025). It identifies three aspects that will 
entrench Israel's settler colonial occupation and facilitate the continued denial of Palestinian rights and the 
ongoing Nakba. The first is the "board of peace" – an externally controlled governance structure that will oversee 
a committee of Palestinian "technocrats". The second is the security arrangements through an "international 
stabilization force" designed to enforce Israel's military dominance. And the third is the frameworks that will 
facilitate disaster capitalist processes of appropriation and accumulation by dispossession. I argue that this plan 
does not differ in substance from the past 30 years of Western "peace plans" for Palestine – although is the 
most extreme so far and is being imposed in the context of genocide. I draw on examples of other "international 
administrations" to understand potential outcomes.



133

Maria Grazia Imperiale  

Lecturer in Adult Education in the School of Education at the University of Glasgow. She is project lead of 
LINEs4Palestine and of Education in Conflict, two projects set up during the genocide. Her research expertise 
focuses on language and intercultural education, especially for adult refugees and migrants. She has conducted 
research in various contexts, including Palestine, Lebanon, Jordan, Ethiopia, Italy, and the UK.

Palestinian Academic Institutional Resilience: A Case Study of the 

Islamic university of Gaza

This paper explores institutional resilience within the context of war and genocide, using the Islamic University 
of Gaza (IUG) as a case study, and critically examines the applicability of resilience theories in prolonged and 
extraordinary crises. Data was gathered through semi-structured interviews with eight key informants from 
IUG senior management and analysed thematically. The findings indicate that the anticipation phase had 
limited relevance in a genocide context; that is, despite Gaza's prior experiences with wars, the unprecedented 
scale of the ongoing genocide rendered existing preparedness plans largely ineffective. Coping emerged as a 
dynamic, evolving process that reveals how resilience unfolds over time. In particular, three key dynamics: 
decentralization, externalization, and randomness shaped resilience across two temporal stages (i.e. paralysis 
and shock absorption). Finally, in the adaptation phase, our informants emphasized the critical lessons learned 
and revealed tensions in shaping the IUG's future resilience strategies. The paper concludes with a discussion of 
the implications for resilience theory and institutional policy.
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Mohammed Alsousi  

Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies, where he also serves as Head of the 
Humanitarian Action and Refugee Studies Unit. He has nearly two decades of professional experience working 
in conflict-affected settings, with a focus on humanitarian action, development, peacebuilding, and post-war 
recovery. He holds a PhD from the University of Nottingham, United Kingdom, and currently serves as Managing 
Editor of the Journal of Peacebuilding & Development.

Actors, Not Beneficiaries: The Role of Palestinian Women in Leading 

Community Institutions and Post-War Reconstruction in Gaza

This paper investigates how Palestinian women lead community and institutional reconstruction in post-war 
Gaza. Based on ten in-depth interviews with women heading NGOs and civil society organizations, alongside 
a review of recent literature, it examines women's transition from marginal roles to positions of leadership and 
decision-making amid recurring conflict, insecurity, and fragile institutions. The paper highlights pathways to 
leadership, including volunteer engagement, personal experience, and institutional progression, and emphasizes 
women's roles in strategic planning, donor coordination, psychosocial support, and rights advocacy. Despite 
their critical contributions, systemic barriers persist, including exclusion from formal decision-making, gendered 
funding gaps, and socio-political marginalization. Using feminist institutionalism and resilience frameworks, 
findings show that women's leadership in Gaza is transformative, shaping recovery processes to be inclusive, 
locally rooted, and socially just. The paper calls for institutional reforms and funding strategies to sustain and 
strengthen women's leadership in reconstruction.
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Nazmi Al-Masri  

Professor of Education at the Islamic University of Gaza, Palestine. His primary academic and research interests 
developed over 30 years of local and international experiences to include inclusive education, refugee education, 
education in context of crises, foreign language education, multilingualism and intercultural communication, 
technology and education, employability and development.

Palestinian Academic Institutional Resilience: A Case Study of the 

Islamic university of Gaza

This paper explores institutional resilience within the context of war and genocide, using the Islamic University 
of Gaza (IUG) as a case study, and critically examines the applicability of resilience theories in prolonged and 
extraordinary crises. Data was gathered through semi-structured interviews with eight key informants from 
IUG senior management and analysed thematically. The findings indicate that the anticipation phase had 
limited relevance in a genocide context; that is, despite Gaza's prior experiences with wars, the unprecedented 
scale of the ongoing genocide rendered existing preparedness plans largely ineffective. Coping emerged as a 
dynamic, evolving process that reveals how resilience unfolds over time. In particular, three key dynamics: 
decentralization, externalization, and randomness shaped resilience across two temporal stages (i.e. paralysis 
and shock absorption). Finally, in the adaptation phase, our informants emphasized the critical lessons learned 
and revealed tensions in shaping the IUG's future resilience strategies. The paper concludes with a discussion of 
the implications for resilience theory and institutional policy.
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Omar Abdelghaffar  

PhD candidate in History and Middle East Studies at the Harvard Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. His 
research focuses on Islamic law in the fourteenth century, examining the relationship between courts and 
peasants. He is also interested in the relationship between law, documentary practices, and social structures.

The Day After: Fantasizing Modern Transitions and the Neoliberal War 

Economy in Post-Conflict Gaza

"The Day After" is commonly invoked in legal and policy discourse to denote a post-conflict phase marked by the 
restoration of stability and the reconstruction of society. In the Gaza context, however, the concept acquires a 
profound structural complexity. It is applied to a territory whose besieged population has endured more than 
seven decades of direct violence, forcible displacement, and systematic, ongoing human rights violations. This 
article examines "The Day After" as a concept bearing a dual valence: publicly framed as a horizon of hope, yet 
functioning in practice as a site for the reproduction of despair. It argues that, for the people of Gaza, nostalgia 
for a past that never fully materialized as a viable political project, combined with the demand to bring ongoing 
war crimes and occupation to an end, fundamentally unsettles conventional understandings of a "transitional" 
period. The article further demonstrates how the international community's complicity – through conditional 
humanitarianism and externally managed reconstruction regimes – has contributed to the commodification 
of Palestinian suffering, transforming harm into an economic and political enterprise rather than addressing 
its structural causes. Against this backdrop, the article calls for a reimagined approach to transitional justice, 
one that moves beyond procedural models and confronts the deep psychological, social, and political injuries 
inflicted upon Gaza, while challenging global narratives that reduce recovery to a market-driven exercise. As 
long as Israel's impunity persists, there can be no meaningful "Day After," no durable stability, and no end to 
Palestinian suffering.
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Rawan Natsheh  

Policy researcher and practitioner with over fifteen years of experience in humanitarian action, international 
development, and gender justice across Southwest Asia and North Africa. She holds academic degrees in sociology, 
human rights, and development studies, and her work focuses on humanitarian governance, the regulation of 
international NGOs, and the political economy of aid in contexts of conflict, occupation, and authoritarian control. Her 
approach is grounded in feminist and decolonial political economy, combining field-based evidence with critical policy 
analysis. She has held senior advisory and coordination roles with international NGOs and United Nations agencies, 
working on policy reform, partnerships, advocacy, and institutional change, with a sustained focus on Palestine.

Reconstructing Gaza without Palestinians: Civic Space, INGOs, and the 

Politics of Exclusion

Gaza is entering a period where reconstruction will be discussed long before the conditions for genuine recovery 
exist. The institutional foundations needed for rebuilding have been severely undermined. Since October 2023, 
restrictions on INGOs and Palestinian civil society have intensified. Visa bans, registration barriers, banking 
shutdowns, and the criminalization of NGOs have disrupted humanitarian and development operations. Donor 
governments have added political conditionalities that weaken long-standing partnerships and limit the ability 
of local organizations to function. The resulting institutional vacuum threatens to place reconstruction in the 
hands of external actors with limited accountability to Palestinians. Without a strong civic and humanitarian 
ecosystem, reconstruction risks becoming a technical exercise that ignores the political context of occupation 
and the social fabric of Palestinian communities. This paper examines how the erosion of INGOs and Palestinian 
civil society shapes reconstruction outcomes in Gaza and proposes governance models that restore Palestinian 
ownership. The paper contributes a new analytical link between shrinking civic space and reconstruction failure. 
It applies feminist and decolonial approaches to assess how power asymmetries structure the rebuilding process. 
It also offers a forward-looking model where municipalities, unions, community groups, women's organizations, 
local NGOs, INGOs, and UN agencies jointly guide reconstruction priorities. The paper proposes several policy 
measures. These include establishing a Palestinian led coordination forum for reconstruction, adopting minimum 
donor conditions that protect civic space, and creating a rights-based oversight mechanism. The paper is feasible 
through available interviews, UN reports, and documentation already collected for ongoing research.
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Sameh Hallaq  

Associate Professor of Economics at the Al-Quds Bard College Program, Al-Quds University. His published research 
focuses on human capital, examining determinants of early life interventions – education, health, and well-
being – within the Palestinian context, characterized by a highly volatile political and economic environment 
and prolonged violent conflict. His work also investigates how these early factors influence later-life outcomes, 
including educational attainment, labour market performance, wages, and employment. He is also a Research 
Affiliate at the Levy Economics Institute of Bard College, New York, USA, and a Research Fellow at the Palestine 
Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS). He received his PhD in Economics from the University of Wuppertal, 
Germany, in 2019.

Education and Economic Isolation: The Gaza Blockade's Role in 

Shaping Returns to Education in Palestine

This paper examines the impact of the Gaza blockade on private returns to education, with a focus on regional 
and gender disparities in the Palestinian territories. Using data from the Palestinian Labor Force Survey (2000–
14), results show that, generally, education yields higher returns in Gaza compared to the West Bank. Gender 
disparities are pronounced, with women consistently experiencing higher returns to education than men, despite 
systemic barriers to equitable labour market participation. The Gaza blockade itself negatively impacted wages, 
years of schooling, and returns to education, though women exhibited resilience by increasing their educational 
investment during this period. These findings show the importance of addressing structural barriers and 
promoting inclusive policies to mitigate the long-term consequences of conflict on human capital development.
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Siham Matallah  

Associate Professor of Economics at the University of Oran 2 in Algeria and a research fellow at the Economic 
Research Forum (ERF) in Egypt. She received her PhD in Economics in 2017 from Tlemcen University. Her research 
focuses on development economics, good governance, renewable energy, and geopolitical conflicts. Her most 
recent publications include "Swapping Fossil Fuel Subsidies for Renewable Energy in Saudi Arabia," International 
Journal of the Economics of Business, and "Dynamics of Military Spending in the GCC Countries: A Deeper Insight 
into the Role of Oil Revenues, Geopolitical Risks, Enmities, and Alliances," (Journal of the Knowledge Economy).

Gaza's Reconstruction Conundrum: Entrenched in a Perpetual Vicious Cycle

The Gaza Strip suffers from a continuous cycle of destruction and deferred reconstruction, suspended between 
devastation meticulously documented in international UN reports and the complicit silence of the international 
community in the face of Israeli aggression. This paper reveals the complex matrix of internal and external 
barriers that obstruct sustainable reconstruction, namely: suffocating Israeli restrictions, donor hesitation tied 
to Israeli dictates, entrenched political fragmentation, unwavering US support for Israel's agenda, and externally 
imposed reconstruction frameworks premised on the displacement of Palestinians. This paper argues that these 
models entrench the siege and occupation of the Gaza Strip. It further argues that the reconstruction of Gaza 
remains entirely detached from a radical political solution, ending the siege and occupation. The paper concludes 
that genuine reconstruction requires self-determination and international support fundamentally aligned 
with liberation and justice, going beyond mere physical rebuilding to encompass the arduous task of restoring 
livelihoods and social cohesion.
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Tahani Aldahdouh  

Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Tampere Institute for Advanced Study, Tampere University, Finland. Her 
research centres on university instructors' professional development, with a focus on examining the applicability 
of Western theories in diverse, often overlooked contexts in global academia. Her areas of expertise include 
innovativeness, online teaching expertise development and mixed-method research design and analysis. She is 
an active member of the Professional Growth and Learning and Higher Education in Transition research groups, 
with over 15 articles published in education journals.

Palestinian Academic Institutional Resilience: A Case Study of the 

Islamic university of Gaza

This paper explores institutional resilience within the context of war and genocide, using the Islamic University 
of Gaza (IUG) as a case study, and critically examines the applicability of resilience theories in prolonged and 
extraordinary crises. Data was gathered through semi-structured interviews with eight key informants from 
IUG senior management and analysed thematically. The findings indicate that the anticipation phase had 
limited relevance in a genocide context; that is, despite Gaza's prior experiences with wars, the unprecedented 
scale of the ongoing genocide rendered existing preparedness plans largely ineffective. Coping emerged as a 
dynamic, evolving process that reveals how resilience unfolds over time. In particular, three key dynamics: 
decentralization, externalization, and randomness shaped resilience across two temporal stages (i.e. paralysis 
and shock absorption). Finally, in the adaptation phase, our informants emphasized the critical lessons learned 
and revealed tensions in shaping the IUG's future resilience strategies. The paper concludes with a discussion of 
the implications for resilience theory and institutional policy.
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Talal Abu Rokbeh  

Researcher and Managing Editor of Tasamuh journal, and a member of the Arab Network for Tolerance. He has 
published numerous studies and policy papers on reconstruction and the Palestinian political system. He has 
participated in many regional and local conferences with working papers on various political and human rights 
issues, writes regularly for several media outlets, and provides training expertise in the fields of democracy and 
human rights. He holds a PhD in Political Science from the University of Carthage in Tunisia.

Reconstruction Policies in Gaza: Toward a Comprehensive Approach 

Linking Urban Planning with the Rebuilding of the State and the Local 

Community

Armed conflicts in the Arab world have pushed the question of "reconstruction" back to the forefront as a major 
post-conflict challenge, in a context where reconstruction processes extend to the reproduction of the state, 
legitimacy, development, and national stability. This paper explores how reconstruction policies in the Gaza 
Strip can be utilized for rebuilding and national liberation, and for freeing Palestinians from narrow political 
and security constraints, as well as from the influence of external funding on reconstruction projects. Taking the 
Gaza Strip as a case study, it analyses the political, economic, and social challenges of post-war reconstruction. 
It focuses on the interaction between urban planning, public administration, and economic and social policies, 
viewing them as interconnected components of rebuilding the state and the local community. The paper also 
seeks to present a national model for Palestinian reconstruction, based on the principles of Palestinian ownership, 
accountability, distributive justice, and linking reconstruction to development and sovereignty. This would 
transform reconstruction into a lever for building the Palestinian state and strengthening national steadfastness 
in the face of the Israeli settler-colonial system. The paper adopts a public policy analysis perspective, drawing 
on reports by the United Nations, the World Bank, and Arab and international research centres. It concludes by 
presenting a comprehensive vision that integrates governance, sustainable development, and social justice, 
thereby reconfiguring the relationship between urban development and politics and laying the foundation for a 
new Palestinian model of reconstruction as an entry point to national recovery.
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Yosef Jabarin  

Professor of Urban Planning, Editor at Planning Theory and Associate Editor for Sustainability and Frontiers 
in Sustainability. He has been a visiting scholar and senior lecturer in MIT's Department of Urban Studies and 
Planning, as well as a visiting scholar at Columbia University. His research spans theories and practices of just 
sustainability and urban resilience, alongside critical analyses of state relations with ethnic, racial, and other 
social groups in the contexts of urban planning, spatial production, and social justice. He has many papers 
examines Israeli dispossessive urbanism and the territorial–demographic planning regimes shaping the Galilee, 
the Naqab, the West Bank, Gaza, and Jerusalem.

Planning a Postwar Order: Israeli and US Think Tanks, Reconstruction, 

and the Politics of Sovereignty in Gaza

This paper critically examines influential Gaza reconstruction plans produced after the 2023-25 urbicidal war, 
focusing on proposals advanced by Israeli and US-affiliated think tanks. Despite their growing political traction, the 
political, social, and economic logics underpinning these plans remain underexamined. Through close document 
analysis, the paper deconstructs core proposals to reveal the strategic agendas shaping "reconstruction" and 
their implications for Palestinian sovereignty. It develops a Political Order Framework attuned to an emergent 
domination regime structured by five interlocking mechanisms: neo-imperial governance, demilitarization, 
municipalization, dispossession (capital accumulation by dispossession), and the deradicalization of a "defeated 
nation." The analysis shows that reconstruction is framed less as humanitarian recovery than as a strategic 
instrument to consolidate Israeli–US influence, manage Palestinians across Gaza and the West Bank, discipline 
the Palestinian Authority, and institutionalize dependency. These plans ultimately seek to translate military 
victory into durable political control, marginalizing Palestinian agency and constraining self-determination.
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Yousuf Daas  

Researcher and a PhD Candidate at Kobe University, Japan. His research focuses on education and labour 
economics, with particular emphasis on the impacts of conflict, climate change, and family structure on human 
capital outcomes in Palestine. He has worked as a Research Associate at Al-Quds University, contributing to 
peer-reviewed research on education, labour markets, and agricultural production, and as a Research Assistant 
at Kobe University. His work has been published in Forum for Social Economics and International Review of 
Applied Economics, with additional studies under review in leading journals.

Education and Economic Isolation: The Gaza Blockade's Role in 

Shaping Returns to Education in Palestine

This paper examines the impact of the Gaza blockade on private returns to education, with a focus on regional 
and gender disparities in the Palestinian territories. Using data from the Palestinian Labor Force Survey (2000–14). 
Results show that, generally, education yields higher returns in Gaza compared to the West Bank. Gender 
disparities are pronounced, with women consistently experiencing higher returns to education than men, despite 
systemic barriers to equitable labour market participation. The Gaza blockade itself negatively impacted wages, 
years of schooling, and returns to education, though women exhibited resilience by increasing their educational 
investment during this period. These findings show the importance of addressing structural barriers and 
promoting inclusive policies to mitigate the long-term consequences of conflict on human capital development.
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Zeina Jallad  

Director of the Palestine Land Studies Center and Assistant Professor of International Law at the American 
University of Beirut. Her research focuses on human rights, international law, and sustainability in the Arab 
region. With two decades of experience working with the United Nations across the MENA region, Switzerland, 
and Laos, she holds a JSD (summa cum laude) and an LLM from Columbia University and a Graduate Diploma 
from Birzeit University. She is admitted to the Palestinian and New York City Bars, has held academic fellowships 
at Harvard, Columbia, and NYU, serves as senior advisor to the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, and 
is a member of the Board of Trustees at Birzeit University.

The Day After: Fantasizing Modern Transitions and the Neoliberal War 

Economy in Post-Conflict Gaza

"The Day After" is commonly invoked in legal and policy discourse to denote a post-conflict phase marked by the 
restoration of stability and the reconstruction of society. In the Gaza context, however, the concept acquires a 
profound structural complexity. It is applied to a territory whose besieged population has endured more than 
seven decades of direct violence, forcible displacement, and systematic, ongoing human rights violations. This 
article examines "The Day After" as a concept bearing a dual valence: publicly framed as a horizon of hope, yet 
functioning in practice as a site for the reproduction of despair. It argues that, for the people of Gaza, nostalgia 
for a past that never fully materialized as a viable political project, combined with the demand to bring ongoing 
war crimes and occupation to an end, fundamentally unsettles conventional understandings of a "transitional" 
period. The article further demonstrates how the international community's complicity – through conditional 
humanitarianism and externally managed reconstruction regimes – has contributed to the commodification 
of Palestinian suffering, transforming harm into an economic and political enterprise rather than addressing 
its structural causes. Against this backdrop, the article calls for a reimagined approach to transitional justice, 
one that moves beyond procedural models and confronts the deep psychological, social, and political injuries 
inflicted upon Gaza, while challenging global narratives that reduce recovery to a market-driven exercise. As 
long as Israel's impunity persists, there can be no meaningful "Day After," no durable stability, and no end to 
Palestinian suffering.



145

Workshop Moderators

	 Abdel-Fattah Mady

	 Editor-in-Chief of Hikama, the Public Administration and Public Policy journal published by 
the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. 
He has served as a professor of Political Science at Alexandria University; a fellow at the 
Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington, DC; a UNDP expert; and a consultant for the Cordoba 
Peace Institute in Geneva. He earned his PhD in the United States in 2005. His published books 
include: Religion and Politics in Israel (1999) and Silencing History: The Palestinian Issue in 
Egyptian History Books (2025). He is also the editor of ten volumes in comparative politics.

	 Abdou Moussa El-Bermawy

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, and member of the editorial 
board of Hikama. He previously served as Director of the Institutional Capacity Building Unit 
at the Education Reform Program in Egypt, and as Research Advisor at the Egyptian Initiative 
for Personal Rights. He has provided his expertise to a number of development bodies and 
international organizations, including the United Nations Development Programme and 
the Canadian International Development Agency. He has also served as co-editor of several 
books, including Youth and Democratic Transition, Transitional Justice and Democratic 
Transition in the Arab Countries, Constitutions and Democratic Transition, and The Yemen 
of Revolution, Democracy and War, and as a contributing author to the book Arab Spring: 
Modernity, Identity and Change, (Palgrave, 2020).

	 Ghassan Elkahlout

	 Director of the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies and Associate Professor of 
Conflict Management and Humanitarian Action at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. 
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Peacebuilding and Development. He holds a PhD in Post-
War Reconstruction from the University of York and has over 30 years of experience in 
humanitarian response and post-conflict recovery, having previously worked with a range 
of organizations, including the United Nations, the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies, and Islamic Relief Worldwide, and has participated in emergency 
response teams in conflict-affected areas, including Palestine, Iraq, and Yemen. In 2015, he 
served as Director of the Humanitarian Forum. His research has been published in various 
international journals and focuses on humanitarian action and recovery. He is also the 
author of Humanitarian Action: Reality and Challenges, (ACRPS, 2020).
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	 Ihab Maharmeh

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and PhD candidate at the 
School of Law, Politics and Sociology at the University of Sussex in the United Kingdom. 
He is a member of the editorial boards of Siyasat Arabiya and Hikama and a policy analyst 
for Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network He previously worked at Birzeit University, 
where he earned a master's degree in international studies and a bachelor's degree in public 
administration from the Ibrahim Abu-Lughod Institute. He also holds a second master's 
degree in public policy and international Cooperation from the Doha Institute. He has 
published several peer-reviewed research papers in Arabic and English on settler colonialism, 
forced displacement, Palestinian labour in the settler economy, and artificial intelligence.

	 Lara Khattab

	 Assistant Professor on the Conflict Management and Humanitarian Action Program at Doha 
institute for Graduate Studies. Her main research interests revolve around issues of development 
at the national and sub-national levels in post-transition and in post-conflict contexts as well 
as both formal and informal labour processes. Her research explores the communities in the 
Arab world and Latin America living at the intersection of precarity and violence. She is currently 
researching labour under fire in Lebanon (fishermen and farmers), and the dilemmas of 
reconstruction and development in Lebanon. She explores how reconstruction and development 
can be a contested arena among imperial actors, their agencies, and the sectarian elites exerting 
their hegemony, as well as the bottom-up approaches that counter such discourses.

	 Mai Abu Moghli

	 Assistant Professor on the Human Rights Program at the Doha institute for Graduate Studies. 
She is a member of several regional academic bodies and networks such as the Palestine 
Policy Network (Al Shabka) and The Arab Council for Social Sciences (ACSS). Her main fields 
of specialization include critical human rights and critical development studies, comparative 
and international education and education in emergencies and refugee studies with a focus 
on Arabic speaking countries. Her current research focuses on Academic freedoms in higher 
education institutions globally, decolonizing higher education, and critical research ethics.

	 Marwa Farag

	 Associate Professor at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies School of Public Administration 
and Development Economics. She holds a PhD in Health Policy from the Heller School For 
Social Policy and Management, Brandeis University, USA. She previously held the position of 
Associate Professor in the School of Public Health at University of Saskatchewan in Canada. 



147

Previously, she worked as a senior Research Associate at the Schneider Institutes for Health 

Policy, Global Institute for Health and Development at Brandeis University. She was also a 

research fellow at the Kennedy School of Government (KSG), Harvard University, USA for 

two years. Her primary research areas are health policy, health financing, health economics, 

and health program planning and evaluation.

	 Mohammed Alsousi

	 Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies, where he also 

serves as Head of the Humanitarian Action and Refugee Studies Unit. He has nearly two 

decades of professional experience working in conflict-affected settings, with a focus on 

humanitarian action, development, peacebuilding, and post-war recovery. He holds a PhD 

from the University of Nottingham, United Kingdom, and currently serves as Managing 

Editor of the Journal of Peacebuilding & Development.

	 Moosa Elayah

	 Associate Professor at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies School of Public Administration 

and Development Economics. He also serves as the Executive Director of the Association for 

Middle Eastern Public Policy and Administration (AMEPPA), and Non-resident Fellow at the 

Academic Alliance for Reconciliation, Conflict Transformation, Peacebuilding in the Middle East, 

and Northern Africa, based at the University of Jena, Germany. He served as Assistant Professor 

at Radboud University Nijmegen and Leiden University in the Netherlands. His teaching 

and research expertise covers a subject within international development administration, 

including peacebuilding, crisis and conflict management, public policy, NGO management, 

regional development programs, and social protection in post-conflict economies.

	 Nour Allah Munawar

	 Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. Before joining 

the Doha Institute, he held a position at Brown University, US, as a Postdoctoral Research 

Associate, and he also worked at UCL-Qatar as Associate Research Fellow. He is also a UNESCO 

expert on Safeguarding Syrian Cultural Heritage and member of several international 

organizations, such as International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), European 

Association of Archaeologists (EAA) and Association of Critical Heritage Studies (ACSH). 

He has published several articles and book chapters in peer-reviewed journals and edited 

volumes in critical heritage studies and archaeology. He holds a PhD in Archaeology & 

Heritage Studies from the University of Amsterdam UvA (Netherlands).
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	 Tamer Qarmout

	 Associate Professor of Public Policy and former Head of the master's program in Public 
Administration at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, member of the Program and 
Research Advisory Committee (PRAC) for the International Institute of Administrative 
Sciences (IIAS), and Chair of its working group on "Public Administration in conflict-
affected and fragile situations". He previously worked for the United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) in several management positions. He has expertise in the areas of 
policy development, governance reforms, strategic planning, management, leadership, 
institutional reform, and capacity development.


