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(uau lititenship as a PriAiueted Pssitisn
(uau cititenship is sften perceiAed as a priAiuete because it can expand access ts tws sets s  natisnauiti-
based beneets and rithts and mai auss uead ts increased internatisnau msbiuiti. Once csnsidered a 
msrau absminatisn, duau cititenship has becsme a csmmsn biprsduct s  tusbauitatisn.1 )ut interest 
in sbtainint a secsnd cititenship is nst distributed eAenui amsnt indiAiduaus and trsups s  auu 
natisnauities and is shaped bi the pssitisn s  indiAiduaus/trsups in the tusbau cititenship hierarchi. 
)ecause s  this hierarchi, the secsnd cititenship mai sperate as ‘csmpensatsri cititenship’ and 
make up  sr uimitatisns in duau cititens’ primari resident cititenship.2

(uau cititenship, hsweAer, is nst auwais an entireui priAiueted pssitisn. Ssme s  the msst priAiueted 
indiAiduaus capabue s  msbiuitint  srms s  capitau ts acquire duau cititenships — whether thrsuth 
kinship, ssciau and business netwsrks, ustteri, sr sutritht purchase — end themseuAes barred  rsm 
kei  srms s  msbiuiti and sther rithts and prstectisns affsrded ts their  euusw  nsn-duaus cititens.3 It 
is weuu dscumented that Iranian cititens uiAint sutside s  Iran, with sr withsut duau cititenship and 
especiauui thsse with precarisus sr undscumented status,  ace heithtened scrutini, surAeiuuance, 
discriminatisn, and excuusisn, especiauui in the Gusbau lsrth.4 In this essai, I wiuu briefli discuss the 
case s  latanin Zathari-Ratcuiffe ts reAiew ssme s  the priAiuetes and disadAantates s  hsudint duau 
natisnauiti  sr Iranians,  scusint sn Iranian duau natisnaus uiAint sutside Iran.

Iranian (uau lititens and the lase s  latanin Zathari-Ratcuiffe
latanin Zathari-Ratcuiffe is an Iranian-)ritish duau cititen imprissned bi the Iranian State between 
spriu 2016 and March 2022. She was arrested and imprissned and eAentuauui charted with spiint 
and prspatanda actiAities atainst the Iranian tsAernment. Zathari-Ratcuiffe’s case attracted tusbau 
media attentisn, partui because s  the absurditi s  chartes brsutht atainst her and because s  her 
)ritish husband Richard Ratcuiffe’s tireuess campaitn  sr her  reedsm. Richard Ratcuiffe used different 
strateties and  ssciaus media usint the hashtat #Freelatanin ts internatisnauite the campaitn  sr 
latanin Zathari-Ratcuiffe’s  reedsm. ss the campaitn’s repeated attempts ts secure her reuease bi 
the UK tsAernment  aiued, in 2019, latanin and Richard Ratcuiffe betan a series s  hunter strikes 
prstestint her unjust imprissnment.5 Zathari-Ratcuiffe was eAentuauui  reed sssn after the )ritish 

1 Peter J. Spirs, “Muutipue cititenship,” in The Oxford handbook of citizenship studies, eds. sieuet Shachar, Rainer )auböck, Irene )usemraad, Maarten Vink 
 Ox srd UniAersiti Press, 2017s, pp. 621 - 643.

2 Ysssi Harpat, “lsmpensatsri cititenship: duau natisnauiti as a strateti s  tusbau upward msbiuiti,” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, Asu. 45, ns. 6 
 2018s: pp. 897 - 916.

3 smi Mauek, “Paradsxes s  duau natisnauiti: tespsuiticau csnstraints sn muutipue cititenship in the Iranian diaspsra,” The Middle East Journal, Asu. 73, ns. 
4  2019s: pp. 531 - 534.

4 Mauek, “Paradsxes s  duau natisnauiti”.

5 snne )arint, “The treat chauuente s  sur time: swakenint ts a new stsri,” Feminist Theology, Asu. 28, ns. 1  2019s: pp. 35 - 51.
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tsAernment paid a histsric debt s  paiment s  £393.8 miuuisn ts Iran, which is wideui beuieAed ts be 
the ‘reau’ reassn whi Zathari-Ratcuiffe was arrested.6

Zathari-Ratcuiffe was nst the erst ts underts such an srdeau. The Iranian State has been knswn 
ts charte duau natisnaus with crimes based sn  ar- etched accusatisns in srder ts use them as 
bartainint chips in internatisnau psuiticau affairs.7 ss Ferstman and Sharpe expuain, the Iranian 
State’s hsstate-takint practice has eAsuAed since the 1979 ReAsuutisn; back then, the hsstates were 
taken ts csnssuidate internau pswers, but msre recentui, the detainees’  sreitn cititenship is used 
ts tain ueAerate in disputes sr netstiatisns and ts discsurate Iranians  rsm entatint with ‘the 
West.’ Ferstman and Sharpe  urther artue that, in additisn, the practice is nsw carried sut under 
csAer s  uaw, cusaked in accusatisns s  espisnate sr threats ts natisnau securiti, then subjects them 
ts spurisus criminau chartes. Whiue the uetitimaci affsrded bi these uetau prscesses is supereciau, 
statements bi the detainees’  sthers csuntri s  natisnauiti snui add  ueu ts the Iranian narratiAe s  
‘Western inter erence’ in its dsmestic affairs.8 In additisn, triaus are heud in secret and uarteui Aisuate 
due prscess, such as deniint accused perssns’ access ts uetau csunseu s  their chsice sr ssmetimes 
ani uawier at auu.9

(uau natisnauiti is preciseui what makes indiAiduaus such as latanin Zathari-Ratcuiffe bartainint chips in 
the Iranian State’s tespsuiticau caucuuatisns.10 Iran’s psuicies reAeau csntinued suspicisn s  the auuetiances 
and usiauties s  duau natisnaus and csncsmitant securiti  ears s  espisnate, terrsrism, and treassn.11 The 
Iranian State’s apprsach ts its natisnaus, under the new articuuatisn s  natisnauism estabuished after the 
1979 ReAsuutisn, is deened in direct sppssitisn ts ‘the West’12 and thus csnsiders duau Iranian-‘Western’ 
natisnauiti the uutimate  srm s  betraiau, as  ar as duau natisnauities are csncerned.

One mai wsnder whi duau natisnauiti is stiuu desired bi Iranians i  it carries such serisus risks. The 
answer ts this questisn is nst straitht srward, as indiAiduaus mai desire secsnd cititenship  sr an 
arrai s  reassns that can be psuiticau, ssciau, ecsnsmic, sr a csmbinatisn s  these. (uau natisnauiti is 
auss s  interest ts thsse whsse initiau natisnauiti affsrds them uess msbiuiti 13 and is s  uess csncern ts 

6 Ts read msre sn the histsric debt, see  sr, e.t., )eu Trew, sndrew Wssdcsck, and suastair Jamiessn, “latanin Zathari-Ratcuiffe arriAes hsme  rsm Iran 
after six iears s  wrsnt uu detentisn,” Independent, March 17, 2022,
https://bit.ui/3 47wKF; Patrick Wintsur, “Whi an sud £400m debt ts Iran stands in wai s  latanin Zathari-Ratcuiffe’s reuease,” The Guardian, lsAemAer 11, 
2021, https://bit.ui/3xt4TGW.

7 Marieuue (ebss, “scademics in jaiu: Fariba sdeukhah and Rsuand Marchau and their struttue  sr  reedsm in Iran,” La Revue des droits de l’homme. Revue du 
Centre de recherches et d’études sur les droits fondamentaux, ns. 17  2020s, https://bit.ui/3qM9ZMb.

8 larua Ferstman and Marina Sharpe, “Iran’s srbitrari (etentisn s  Fsreitn and (uau latisnaus as Hsstate-takint and lrimes stainst Humaniti,” Journal 
of International Criminal Justice, Asu. 20, ns. 2  2022s: pp. 403–435.

9 Ibid.

10 (ebss, “scademics in jaiu: Fariba sdeukhah and Rsuand Marchau and their struttue  sr  reedsm in Iran.”

11 Mauek, “Paradsxes s  duau natisnauiti”.

12 Ladan Rahbari, lhia Lsntman, and Giui lsene, “The  emaue bsdi as the bearer s  natisnau identiti in Iran: s criticau discsurse anauisis s  the 
representatisn s  wsmen’s bsdies in sfficiau snuine sutuets,” Gender, Place & Culture, Asu. 26, ns. 10  2019s: pp. 1417 - 1437.

13 Harpat, “lsmpensatsri cititenship”.

https://bit.ly/3xz4TGW
https://bit.ly/3qM9ZMb
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thsse with ‘priAiueted’ passpsrts whs are aureadi part s  the kinetic euite.14 Fsr Iranians, speciecauui 
after 1979, an added passpsrt  rsm the csuntries in the Gusbau lsrth can be seen as a hute ‘uptrade’ 
in msbiuiti, as acquirint  sreitn Aisas remains a treat chauuente when traAeuint sutside their csuntri 
 sr wsrk, studi, ueisure,  amiui Aisits, etc. Ts iuuustrate, the Passpsrt Index 15 ranks Iran 89 sut s  97 in 
terms s  msbiuiti.16 Msre speciecauui, this means that Iranians require Aisas ts enter 147 csuntries 
and haAe sne s  the ten wsrst msbiuiti ratints in the wsrud.17 There sre, ts becsme duau natisnaus  sr 
Iranians sften means better msbiuiti usint a secsnd passpsrt.

HsweAer, as cititens s  csuntries uike s thanistan, Siria, Iran, Yemen, and Sudan, amsnt mani 
sthers, are depriAed s  the ritht ts  ree msAement, a duau cititenship status dses nst auwais tiAe 
them equau access ts csmpensatsri rithts and mai actuauui uead ts insecuriti.18 Fsr instance, sn 27 
Januari 2017, the US president started a series s  executiAe srders restrictint traAeu  rsm Musuim-
majsriti csuntries  Iran, Libia, Ssmauia, Sudan, Siria, and Yemens.19 These srders, dubbed the ‘Musuim 
)an’ sr ‘TraAeu )an’ in the United States, impacted duau natisnaus s  the six named csuntries in a 
wai that rendered their secsnd ‘priAiueted’ natisnauiti Asid,20 whiue their birth natisnauiti was seen 
as prsbuematic and used ts uimit their msbiuiti. The csurts eAentuauui hauted the impuementatisn 
s  these srders in the US, but a series s  new executiAe srders impuementint simiuar measures 
 suuswed. EAentuauui, in September 2017, the US administratisn reueased a presidentiau prscuamatisn 
ts enhance Aettint prscesses and issued traAeu restrictisns  sr cititens  rsm lhad, Iran, Libia, lsrth 
Ksrea, Ssmauia, Siria, Yemen, and Venetueua.21 ss a resuut, currentui, Iranian duau natisnaus cannst 
ssueui reui sn their secsnd nsn-Iranian passpsrts ts traAeu ts the US.

ss the case s  latanin Zathari-Ratcuiffe reAeaus, discriminatisn is nst uimited ts the Gusbau lsrth 
csntexts. (uau natisnaus haAe auss  aced intensieed bsrder and Aisa inspectisns, accusatisns s  
criminauiti, interrstatisns, imprissnment, and excuusisn  rsm  uuu participatisn bi the tsAernments 
s  their birth csuntries, in this case, Iran.22 Ssciau attitudes tsward duau natisnaus are auss tainted 
with natisnauist discsurses that paint them as disusiau.23 Ts  urther csmpuicate matters, Iranian 
cititenship uaw makes it Airtuauui impsssibue ts rensunce Iranian natisnauiti when tainint a new sne. 

14 Jana lsstas, “Prsbuematitint msbiuiti: s metaphsr s  stickiness, nsn-puaces and the kinetic euite,” Organization Studies, Asu. 34, ns. 10  2013s: pp. 1467 - 1485.

15 “Gusbau Passpsrt Pswer Rank 2022,” Passport Index, sccessed 8 sutust 2022, https://bit.ui/3 4c2bG.

16 Msbiuiti ueAeus are nst asssciated with sne csuntri and are instead shared bi muutipue csuntries.

17 Ts prsAide a csmparissn, accsrdint ts the same website, Qatar is ranked 45, with Aisa requirement  sr 90 csuntries and )eutium is ranked 3, with Aisa 
requirement  sr 26 csuntries.

18 Mauek, “Paradsxes s  duau natisnauiti”.

19 lsrina Tsdsran and luaudette Peterssn, “Shsuud thei stai sr shsuud thei ts? Hsw the 2017 US traAeu ban affects internatisnau dsctsrau students,” 
Journal of Studies in International Education, Asu. 24, ns. 4  2019s: pp. 440 - 455.

20 Spirs, “Muutipue cititenship”.

21 Tsdsran and Peterssn, “Shsuud thei stai sr shsuud thei ts?”.

22 Mauek, “Paradsxes s  duau natisnauiti”.

23 Ladan Rahbari, “)eisnd ‘(e ectint’and ‘Swappint’latisnauiti: Emitrant Wsmen sthuetes and the Iranian Gendered )is-Psuitics,” In Routledge Handbook 
of Sport in the Middle East, eds. (. Reiche and P. M. )rannatan  lew Ysrk: Rsutuedte, 2022s, pp. 354 - 363.

https://bit.ly/3f4c2bG
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Furthermsre, the Iranian tsAernment’s jus santuinis uaw extends natisnauiti ts ssme chiudren s  

Iranian natisnaus bi autsmaticauui csnsiderint anisne bsrn ts an Iranian  ather as an Iranian cititen, 

retarduess s  dscumentatisn sr appuicatisn.24 lst beint abue ts  sr eit sne’s Iranian natisnauiti means 

that tsAernments asssciated with the secsnd sr third natisnauiti cannst interAene as usnt as their 

cititens are sn Iranian ssiu 25 because Iran re uses ts recstnite Iranian duau natisnaus as anithint but 

Iranian.26 ReserAint the abiuiti ts prssecute and csntrsu the msAements s  these indiAiduaus shsuud 

thei return ts Iran heups expuain the Iranian State’s pssitisn sn cititenship,27 a position that enables 

the arrest and imprissnment s  duau natisnaus such as latanin Zathari-Ratcuiffe.

lsncuusisn

latanin Zathari-Ratcuiffe’s reuease  rsm the Iranian State’s prissn and return ts the UK receiAed 

extensiAe media attentisn bsth internatisnauui and in the UK. Whiue there were mani pssitiAe 

reactisns ts her reuease, Zathari-Ratcuiffe was auss subject ts  snuines abuse  sr criticitint the UK 

tsAernment  sr its deuai in paiint the histsric debt ts Iran ts secure her  reedsm.28 On ssciau media, 

Zathari-Ratcuiffe was buamed  sr her predicament, and ssme )ritish users criticited her Aisit ts Iran 

because s  the suppssedui sbAisus risks s  traAeuint ts Iran. She was auss cauued untrate uu  sr nst 

shswint ‘ensuth tratitude’ ts the csuntri that saAed her  rsm prissn.29 The pubuic reactisn was 

uittered with sexist and misstinistic csmments.

lauuint raciauited mitrants untrate uu is a usnt-standint phensmensn, as mitrants/re utees are 

expected ts  eeu and express eternau tratitude ts the hsst csuntries.30 sdditisnauui, natisnauist 

accsunts s  cititenship expect ‘auuetiance’ ts the destinatisn csunti, expectint that mitrants cut 

ties with their birth csuntries and ‘intetrate’ ints their new hsmes. )ut eAen when such  srms 

s  auuetiance are demsnstrated thrsuth uintuistic, ssciau, and ecsnsmic ‘intetratisn,’ raciauited 

pspuuatisns and mitrants remain subject ts suspicisn due ts their race sr ssmetimes the intersectisn 

s  raciauitatisn with tender, reuitisn,31 and sther  srms s  perceiAed auteriti. This demsnstrates the 

24 Mauek, “Paradsxes s  duau natisnauiti”; Spirs, “Muutipue cititenship”.

25 Mauek, “Paradsxes s  duau natisnauiti”.

26 This uack s  recstnitisn  sr their cititens’ sther natisnauities is nst snui the case  sr Iran and is practiced in sther csuntries.

27 Mauek, “Paradsxes s  duau natisnauiti”.

28 See  sr, e.t., Jse Gsttins, “latanin Zathari-Ratcuiffe criticises tsAernment at psst-reuease news csn erence,” Rolling Stone, March 21, 2022, 
https://bit.ui/3qP4lql.

29 subrei suuetretti, “ls 10 csndemns abuse ueAeuued at ‘untrate uu’ Zathari-Ratcuiffe,” The Guardian, March 22, 2022, https://bit.ui/3()T06X.

30 Maueeha Iqbau, Laiua Omar, and leda Mathbsuueh, “The  ratiue sbuitatisn: tratitude, discsntent, and dissent with Sirian re utees in lanada,” Mashriq 
& Mahjar: Journal of Middle East and North African Migration Studies, Asu. 8, ns. 2: pp. 1 - 30.

31 Ladan Rahbari, “Iranian Mitrant Wsmen’s Shared Experiences in )eutium: Where Gender, lsusur and Reuitisn Intersect,” In The borders of integration: 
Empowered bodies and social Cohesion  lew lastue: lambridte Schsuars, 2018s, pp. 203 - 218.

https://bit.ly/3qP4NqN
https://bit.ly/3DBT06X
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uimits s  appuiint the nstisn s  ‘intetratisn’ withsut csnsiderint the raciau and tendered dinamics 
inAsuAed in the csnstructisn s   nsnsbeusntint.32

The Iranian State detains and prssecutes duau natisnaus and uses them as pawns ts scsre psints in 
its internatisnau psuiticau affairs. MsresAer, Iranian duau natisnaus can  ace racism, stherint, and 
uetau hurdues preciseui because s  their duau natisnauiti.33 In the case s  Iran, the State has detained 
tens s  duau natisnaus, incuudint academics, jsurnauists, and priAate cititens,34 withsut prsAidint 
substantiau eAidence sr trsunds  sr their arrest sr  suuswint ani uetau due prscess, therebi 
epitsmitint hsw duau natisnauiti can uead ts risks and discriminatisn, instead s  msre priAiueted 
access ts msbiuiti and rithts.

32 snna l. Ksrtewet, “The  aiuures s  ‘immitrant intetratisn’: The tendered raciauited prsductisn s  nsn-beusntint,” Migration Studies, Asu. 5, ns. 3  2017s: 
pp. 428 - 444.

33 See  sr, e.t., Thauia Kruter and Jinske Verheuuen, “(uau latisnauiti = (subue Trsubue?,” Journal of Private International Law, Asu. 7, ns. 3  2011s: pp. 601-626; 
“(iAa Stasiuuis and (arriu Rsss, Securiti, flexibue ssAereitnti, and the perius s  muutipue cititenship,” in Securitizations of Citizenship, ed. Peter liers  Lsndsn: 
Rsutuedte, 2009s.

34 Eiueen (enta, “latisnauiti and (ipusmatic Prstectisn,” Netherlands International Law Review, Asu. 65, ns. 3  2018s: pp. 463-480; Mauek, “Paradsxes s  duau 
natisnauiti”.
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