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Introduction

Ooe theorIoMogeroe7eOn rbhIe2023,e theHPoPreoMiM PIyewMog,e theEzzePi- MoePi-QPrrPoebIMgPdhr,efiIhde
PIrsode5,000eoMrrMihrePodeIrnkh reMo re thePIhPersIIrsodMogeGPzPePrepPI eroeOphIP MroeAi-AqrPeFirrd.e
ThebPIIPgheornsrhdeoPMoiyeroe thethPdqsPI hIrePodebPrhreroe rIPhi're"GPzPedM MrMro."1eThepsIprrhe
roefiIMogersntePeiPIgheosobhIeroeoMrrMihrenropPIhde repIh MrsrehogPghoho re(2008-2009,e2012,e2014e
Pode2021),ewPre repIr MdhePMIenr hIeorIe thegIrsodeMonsIrMroreroe thebIMgPdhr'efigt hIreMo re thebPrhre
PodekMbbs zMoeMoe theGPzPeho hirp.2eTMreoPorhs IheoPIkhde thefiIr eiPIgh-rnPiheoPnh- r-oPnheoMiM PIye
nrooIro P Mroebh whhoe theQPrrPoeBIMgPdhrePode the rIPhiMernnspP MroePIoyePod,ethonh,ePeIPdMnPie
ntPoghe  re  the pIh Mrsriye hxMr Moge Isihre roe hogPghoho .e Are  the rphIP MroPie piPoe roe  the rffhorM he
piPyhders ,eM ebhnPohenihPIe tP e thebIMgPdhretPdePntMh hde thehihoho reroersIpIMrhePodertrnk,ewtMnte
nro IMbs hde redhiPyMoge the rIPhiMePIoy'reIhrprorhebr te re therffhorM heroe thegIrsodePode re the
Mo horM yeroe theoMrrMihIyepMhInMoge rIPhiMedhohonheryr horePod,ePbr hePii,e the Iroe roheryr ho.

Oonhe rIPhietPdePbrrIbhde thertrnk,eM eP  PnkhdeGPzPebyeiPod,erhP,ePodePMI,er P Moge tP eM rePMoewPre re
wMphers eHPoPrePodehodeM reIhgMoheMoe theS IMp.e  eMreMoprI Po e resodhIrnrIh,ethIh,e thePryooh IMne
oP sIhe roe  tMre oMiM PIye nrooIro P Mro.eTMre Mre or e Poe hogPghoho e bh whhoe  wre r P hre Pode  thMIe
Ihrphn M her PodMogePIoMhr,ebs ebh whhoePeoP MroPieiMbhIP Mroeor hoho ewM tePepPIPoMiM PIyewMoge
Pode  the PIohde orInhre roe Pe r P h.eTMre Mre h Mdho e Moe  the dMrpPIM ye bh whhoe  the  wre rMdhr'eoMiM PIye
nPpPnM MhrePodeMoe the Pn MnrePoder IP hgMhre the Pihr MoMPoeIhrMr PonheorInhretP hebhhoePppiyMogeMoe
oPnheroe thebIs heorInheroe the rIPhiMewPIeoPntMoh.

 oe Ihrprorhe  re  the osii-rnPihe PrrPsi e roe GPzP,e  the  Pihr MoMPoe IhrMr Ponhe fiIhde orIhe bPIIPghre roe
oMrrMihrePodeIrnkh reP e rIPhiMe rworeMoe theGPzPeho MIrorePodebhyrod,ePreHPoPrePs trIM Mhrer P hde
Moe thMIeoMiM PIyenroosoMqshr.e rIPhietPdesoihPrthdePepPI MnsiPIiye ModMn M hePhIMPiebrobPIdoho e
ModMrnIMoMoP hiye  PIgh Moge IhrMdho MPie bsMidMogre Pode r thIe nM MiMPoe r Isn sIhr.e   e tPde Pirre bhgsoe Pe
iMoM hdegIrsodeMonsIrMroePirogePeohwePxhreMoeGPzP.e Pihr MoMPoeorInhreorsgt ebPnke hoPnMrsriyewtMihe
nro MosMoge refiIherPi rreroe thMIetrohoPdheIrnkh reMo re rIPhi.eE hIyerPi re IMgghIhderMIhoreMoe rIPhiMe
nM MhrePode the Iroe roh,e rIPhi'reoPMoedhohonhePgPMor e theIhrMr Ponh'reoMrrMihr,ekMnkhdeMo.eE hoerr,e
oPoyeroe theIrnkh reoPdheM e tIrsgt,eoPiiMogeroe rworeMoe theGPzPeho MIrorePoder thIenM Mhre(GIhP hIe
Thie A M ,e JhIsrPiho,e SPohde Pode EMiP ),e nPsrMogeoP hIMPie Pode tsoPoe irrrhre –e PibhM e roe Pe rnPihe or e
Ihor hiyenropPIPbihe re thedPoPghe the rIPhiMewPIeoPntMohewPreMoflMn MogeroeGPzP.

ThrhebIhPk tIrsgtre IPMrheqshr Mror,efiIr iy,ePbrs e  the IhrMr Ponh'rePbMiM ye  redh hirpe M reoMrrMihIye
oIroe IsdMoho PIye sogsMdhde Irnkh re  re oMrrMihre wM te gIhP hIe dhr Isn M he prwhIe Pode hqsMpphde
wM terrptMr MnP hdegsMdMogeryr hor,ePoderhnrodiy,ePbrs e thehffinPnyeroe the Iroe rohePgPMor e the

1 "AsdMre ohrrPghe oIroe  the QPrrPoe nrooPodhIe iPsontMoge  the Ai-AqrPe Firrde rphIP Mro,"e Aljazeera.net,e 7/10/2023,e Pnnhrrhde roe 16/10/2023e P :e
t  pr://bM .iy/40Vi5Qn

2 FrIeosI thIeMoorIoP Mroeroe thepiPoeroeAi-AqrPeFirrd,ewtMntewhenror Isn hdebPrhderoeoMiM PIyenroosoMqshreMrrshdebyeQPrrPoeBIMgPdhreCtMhoeroeS Pffe
 rtPoohdePi- hMoewtrePoorsonhde theiPsonteroe therphIP Mro;er P hoho rebye theQPrrPoeBIMgPdhreoMiM PIyerprkhroPo,ePode MdhreIhnrIdMogrepsbiMrthde
roe theQPrrPoeBIMgPdh'rerffinMPiewhbrM h,erhh:eAtohdeQPrhoeHsrrhMo,e "Hrwe Mde theQPrrPoeBIMgPdhreTPkheCro Irieroe theGPzPe M MrMro?eTheCrobP e
 hIorIoPonheroe the Pihr MoMPoe hrMr PonhePodeObr Isn Mroeroe the rIPhiMe MiM PIyeGIrsodeOffhorM h,"eCPrheArrhrroho ,eAC  S,e29/10/2023,ePnnhrrhderoe
31/10/2023eP :et  pr://bM .iy/3rQrbZk

https://bit.ly/40Vl5Qc
https://bit.ly/3sQobZk
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IhrMr Ponh'reoMrrMihre Pod,e PnnrIdMogiy,e M re PbMiM ye  repIr hn e  the MotPbM Po reroe  rIPhi'resIbPoePIhPre
rtrside thernrpheroe thenrooIro P Mroebh whhoe rIPhiePode the Pihr MoMPoeIhrMr PonhehxpPodeMoe the
oIPohwrIkeroe  the nsIIho e nroflMn erIe Moe  theh ho eroe Pe os sIhe Irsod.e StrsideHhzbriiPtePoder thIe
 Pihr MoMPoeoPn Mroreho hIe theoIPy,e rIPhiewrsidebhehxprrhde reoMrrMihefiIheoIroebr te theorI thIoe
Pode therrs thIoeoIro r.

I. Israel's Three Security Complexes

GhrgIPptyeMrePenIM MnPieoPn rIeMoe thedhrMgoeroePenrso Iy'redhohorM hePoderffhorM heoMiM PIyer IP hgMhre
Moe  MohreroephPnhePodewPI.e  rIPhietPretPde  redhPiewM tePe nropihxe rh e roe ghrpriM MnPie Mrrshre rMonhe
M rehr PbiMrtoho e Moe1948,edMrpiPnMoge the ModMghorsre Pihr MoMPoephrpiheoIroe thMIe iPod.eOnnspMhde
 Pihr Mohe Mre rM sP hde Moe Pe oPIIrwe nrPr Pie r IMpe rPodwMnthde bh whhoe  wre wP hIe bPIIMhIre ( the
 hdM hIIPohPoe re thewhr ePode theJrIdPoe M hIePode hPdeShPe re thehPr ).e  eMrersIIrsodhde re thehPr e
Podewhr ebye wrenrso IMhrewM tewtMnteM ertPIhreirogeiPodebrIdhIre(JrIdPoe re thehPr ePodeEgyp e re the
whr )ePode re theorI tebye wreorIhenrso IMhre(SyIMPePodeLhbPoro)ewthIhe thebrIdhIrePIhentPIPn hIMzhde
byeIsgghde hIIPMo.eSsnteoPn rIregIhP iyenropiMnP hePodetPophIe thedhrMgoePodeMopihoho P Mroeroe
dhohonhe r IP hgMhr,e hrphnMPiiyewthoe nrorMdhIMoge  the prrrMbMiM ye roe Peosi MoIro eoMrrMihe PrrPsi .e  oe
PddM Mro,e rIPhietPrePiwPyrerrsgt e refigt eM rebP  ihrewM teAIPber P hrers rMdhernnspMhde Pihr Moh;e
M eiPnkre theohnhrrPIyer IP hgMnedhp te tP egM hreM ersffinMho eIrroeorIeoPorhs IPbMiM yePodenro Irie
dsIMogewPIreroeosi MpiheoIro r.

 oe M re dh hIoMoP Mroe  re nro hodewM te M re brIdhIe rhnsIM ye dMihooP,e  rIPhiefiIr e rnnspMhde  theGriPoe
HhMgt reMoe1967.eTMrer IP hgMnPiiyeMoprI Po eIhgMroeorIorePeoP sIPiebPIIMhIe tP epIr hn re rIPhiePode
gM hre M e  the Pd Po Pgheroe Pe phInte  tP e r hIirrkre SyIMPoe nM Mhre  re  the hPr e ( PoPrnsr,e PIPP,e Pode
QsohM IP),e rIPhiMenM MhreMoe theUpphIeGPiMihhePode re thewhr ,ePrewhiiePrepPI reroeLhbPoroePodeJrIdPo.e
 rIPhieorIoPiiyePoohxhde theGriPoeHhMgt reroe14e hnhobhIe1981,3ePode thePdoMoMr IP MroeroeorIohIe
USe IhrMdho e roPideTIsopeIhnrgoMzhde tMrePoohxP MroeMoe PInte2019.e rIPhie thoeIhrri hdeM rebrIdhIe
pIrbihore wM te Egyp e Pode JrIdPoe  tIrsgte phPnhe PgIhhoho r.e The CPope  P Mde PodeWPdMe AIPbPe
PnnrIdreMoprrheroe therMgoP rIMhre PIMrsrepriM MnPiePoderhnsIM yerbiMgP Mrore tP erPohgsPIdePgPMor e
rhnsIM yebIhPnthr.eHrwh hI,e thIhePIhe tIhheIhoPMoMogerhnsIM yentPiihoghre tP enrsideps e rIPhieMoePoe
PwkwPIdeprrM MroeMoePeoMiM PIyehogPghoho ,ehrphnMPiiyeroheMo ri MogePeprrrMbiheoMrrMiheP  Pnk:

• The "chronic security headache" – the southern front (Gaza):eThe  Pihr MoMPoe IhrMr Ponhe Moe
GPzPetPredh hirphdeM reoMiM PIyenPpPnM Mhr,ehrphnMPiiyeM reoMrrMihenPpPnM Mhr,er hIe thenrsIrheroe
oPoyers bIhPkreroeoMiM PIyehogPghoho ewM te rIPhi,eorr eroewtMntewhIhebIrsgt e rePeoIPgMihe
hode tIrsgteIhgMroPiePodeMo hIoP MroPieohdMP Mro.e rr eIhnho iy,eHPoPretPrePirredh hirphde
Poe rffhorM he nPpPnM ye Mo ri Moge nrooPodre rphIP Mrore bhtMode hohoye iMohr.eThe 7e On rbhIe
rphIP Mroe dMroPo ihde Piie pIh Mrsre Isihre roe hogPghoho e bye dMo e roe  the MonsIrMroe PgPMor e

3 " rophr're  hniPIP Mroe roe  the LhgM MoPnye roe  rIPhiMe Sh  ihoho r:e  P MroPihe Pode  r M hr,"e AC  S,e 21/11/2019,e Pnnhrrhde roe 30/10/2023e P :e
t  pr://bM .iy/3QZ jp7

https://bit.ly/3QZRjp7
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prrM Mroreroe theGPzPe M MrMroePode thekMbbs zMoeMoe theGPzPeho hirph,ewtMnteMoflMn hdethP ye
irrrhreroe the rIPhiMePIoy,eMonisdMoge thenPp sIheroeoPoyeroeM rerhoMrIerffinhIrePoderridMhIr.eThe
P  PnkegPi PoMzhde rIPhieMo reorIoMogePeoP MroPiehohIghonyegr hIooho ePodewPIenrsonMie rerh e
 thePMoreroe theIh PiMP rIyerphIP Mro,eorIhorr ePorogewtMntewPre rehiMoMoP heHPoPrePodehode
M reIsiher hIeGPzP.

• The "soft flank" – the West Bank complex:eGIPrrIrr rePodePIohdeIhrMr PonhetPrebsIghrohde
Moe theWhr eBPokeIhnho iy,ehrphnMPiiyeMoe the rworeroeJhoMoePodeNPbisr.eThehohIghonheroe the
JhoMoeBIMgPdheMoe theorIohIePode theLMro're hoeMoe theiP  hIedsIMoge thepPr e wreyhPIreoPIkhde
 theIh sIoeroerIgPoMzhdeoMiM Po ePn Mroe re theWhr eBPok.eSh  MogeM renIrrrtPMIreroe theJhoMoe
BIMgPdheMoepPI MnsiPI,e thernnspP MroePIoyeiPsonthdePeoMiM PIyerphIP MroeMoeJhoMoewtMnte rIPhiMe
 hohonhe MoMr hIe YrP e GPiPo e dhrnIMbhde Pre Pe  Pn MnPie rsnnhrr.eThe rphIP Mro,e the rPMd,e tPde
PntMh hde M rePMor,ewtMntewhIhe  rehx hode thePIoy'rerphIP MroPienro Irier hIe  the MnMoM yeroe
JhoMoePode theIhosghhenPope thIh,ekMiierIePIIhr e the Pihr MoMPoeIhrMr Ponhefigt hIr,ePodedhr Irye
 theIhrMr Ponh'reMooIPr Isn sIhePodenrobP enPpPnM Mhr.4e rIPhieoPyetP hePntMh hderroheroe thrhe
PMore-eM ekMiihdeoPoyeIhrMr Ponhefigt hIrePodedhr Iryhde Pihr MoMPoepsbiMnepIrphI ye–ebs ,ePeohwe
dPyreiP hI,e theAyyPrteBIMgPdhefiIhdePeIsdMoho PIyeIrnkh e rwPIde theStPkhderh  ihoho ewhr e
roeJhoMo.5eTMrerMgoPiihde tP e thePI eroeoPosoPn sIMogetrohoPdheoMrrMihretPdeorsodeM rewPye
 re theWhr eBPokedhrpM he the Mgt erhnsIM yeIhr IMn MrorePode theoPoyerbr PnihretPophIMoge
IhrMr PonhePn M M Mhre  thIh.eTheh ri Moge nPpPnM Mhreroe  the IhrMr Ponhe Moe  theWhr eBPokePIhePe
osI thIe ModMnP Mroe  tP e hiMoMoP Moge HPoPre Pode M re oMiM PIye wMoge Mre Poe soPntMh Pbihe grPi.e
E hoeMoe the IPorohIeroeIsdMoho PIyeoMrrMihe hntorirgye re theWhr eBPoketPrebhhoerirwePode
iMoM hderreoPI,e rIPhiMeoMiM PIyePoderhnsIM yedhnMrMro-oPkhIrePIhePeirrkMogeP ePeohwePodephItPpre
soPo MnMpP hde ntPiihoghe oIroe  tP e dMIhn Mro.e Whr e BPoke nM Mhre tP he rhhoe rh hIPie oMiM PIye
nrooIro P MroreMo ri MogeroPiiePIorePodeiMgt ewhPprorerMonhe theAi-AqrPeFirrderphIP Mro.eBs e
 thenropihxersI hMiiPonh,e IPnkMog,ePoderhnsIM yenro Irieoh wrIkre tP e rIPhietPreMoepiPnheMoe the
Whr eBPokePIher Miier IrogePodetP he theprwhIe rerbr Isn e thedh hirpoho eroeoMiM Po ePn Mroe
 thIh,ehrphnMPiiyewthoenropPIhdewM teGPzP.

• The "fragile flank" – the northern front complex:e The pIhrhonhe roe  the  riPoMne IhrMr Ponhe
rIgPoMzP MroeHhzbriiPte MoeLhbPoroe MrePentPiihoghe tP e  rIPhietPre re oPn rIe MoenPIhosiiye MoePiie
M rer IP hgMnenPinsiP MrorewthoePrrhrrMogerhnsIM yeIMrkr.eTP eoPn rIenPohe re theorIheoriirwMoge
 theAi-AqrPeFirrderphIP Mro.e rIPhiMenronhIorewhIheIhflhn hdeMoe the tIhP rePoderPbIheIP  iMoge
bye rIPhiMepriM MnPiePodeoMiM PIyeihPdhIrePMohdeP edh hIIMogeHhzbriiPteoIroeho hIMoge thebP  ih.e
HhzbriiPteiPsonthdePewPIeMoeJsiye2006eMoewtMnteM ephi hde rIPhiewM terrohe4,000eIrnkh reMoePe
rMogiheoro t:ePoehxphIMhonhe rIPhietPreoredhrMIhe reIhiM h,ePoderohewtMnteM eohPIrewrsidebheosnte
wrIrhe theohx e MohePIrsodebhnPsrheroe  thenrorMdhIPbihePd PonhreHhzbriiPtetPrePntMh hde

4 "GPiPo eniPMore retP he'PntMh hdePiiePMoreroe therphIP Mro'eMoeJhoMoePoder P hr:e  ewPretPIde rebhersIpIMrhd,'"e'Arab 48,e5/7/2023,ePnnhrrhderoe30/10/2023eP :
t  pr://bM .iy/40VXWN 

5 "TheAyyPrteBIMgPdhePoorsonhreiPsonteroe wreoMrrMihreoIroeJhoMoe rwPIdePoe rIPhiMerh  ihoho eMoe theWhr eBPok,"eal-Quds al-'Arabi,e10/7/2023ePnnhrrhde
roe30/10/2023eP :et  pr://bM .iy/47 ZX0Q

https://bit.ly/40VXWNv
https://bit.ly/47MZX0Q


Strategic Papers   |    12  December  2023  

4

Moe M reoMiM PIye nPpPnM Mhre Moe  the Mo hI hoMogeyhPIr.e hPowtMih,e Moe  the nsIIho e nrooIro P Mro,e
HhzbriiPtetPreoPMo PMohdenhI PMoeIsihreroehogPghoho ewthIhbye the M -orI- P eoMrrMihefiIheMre
khp eoIroehrnPiP MogeMo rePeosii-rnPihenroflMn .eHhzbriiPteShnIh PIy-GhohIPieHPrrPoeNPrIPiiPte
oPdhe tMreMo ho enihPIewthoetherPMde tP eHhzbriiPt'reIriheMoe thensIIho ebP  iheMre redMr IPn ePode
wIhPkeP  IM Mroeroe the rIPhiMePIoy.6

II. How Israel Manages the Three Security Dilemmas

 rIPhie tPre PiwPyre  IMhde  re dh hirpe M re Pd Ponhde  hntorirgMnPie nPpPnM Mhre Pode tPIohrre  thoe Moe
rsI hMiiPonh,e nrooPod,ePode nro Irier hIe  the oIro rewthIhe M ephInhM hrepr ho MPie rhnsIM ye  tIhP r.e
OoheroeM reoPMoePMoreMoe tMreMre renrophorP heorIe theiPnkeroer IP hgMnedhp tewtMntewrsidegM herpPnhe
orIeoPorhs IMogePodertPpMoge thebP  ihfihideMoe theh ho eroePeoMiM PIyenrooIro P Mro,ehrphnMPiiyerohe
Mo ri MogeoMrrMihIy.e rIPhiMenM MhretP hehxphIMhonhdeIrnkh eP  PnkreP eoPoyejson sIhreroe theAIPb- rIPhiMe
nroflMn e(1970,e1980,e2006,e2008,e2012,e2014ePode2021);e M e Mre tMre tIhP e tP epiPgshre rIPhiMeoMiM PIye
dhnMrMro-oPkhIr,ehrphnMPiiyertrsideM enroheoIroeorIhe tPoeroheoIro eP eronh.e rIPhietPreoroM rIMoge
PodersI hMiiPonheryr horeMoepiPnhePiroge theorI thIoebrIdhIe rekhhpe IPnkeroe theLhbPohrherMdheoIroe
wthIhe thIhetPrebhhoePeor MnhPbihesp Mnke MoeHhzbriiPteP  PnkreP e  rIPhiMe PIgh rerMonhe theAi-AqrPe
FirrderphIP Mro.e oe theWhr eBPok,e rIPhietPredhrMgohdePe Mgt ePodenrthrM herhnsIM yeryr hoeMo ri Moge
nirrhe rhnsIM ye nrrIdMoP MroewM te  the  Pihr MoMPoeAs trIM y.eThe rnnspP Mroe tPre Pirre  Mgt hohde M re
rsI hMiiPonhePodenro IrieroeWhr eBPokeIhrMdho rewtrenro Moshe reIhrMr eMoewtP h hIewPyre thyenPo.e
S Mii,e theIhr IMn MrorePodeniPopdrworetP heor ekhp eoMiM Po enrooIro P MroreoIroehxpPodMogeMoeJhoMo,e
NPbisr,eTsikPIo,ePodehirhwthIh.eFrIeGPzP,e the"ntIroMnerhnsIM yethPdPnth,"e rIPhiedh hirphdePeIPoghe
roeoMiM PIy,e hntorirgMnPiePodeMo hiiMghonhe rrir.eTheiP hr entPp hIeMoe tMrebIrsgt e thenror Isn Mroe
roePer hhiewPiiewtMnte theIhrMr PonhebIhPnthderoe7eOn rbhI.eThe Iroe roh,ewtMntewPredhrMgohde re
pIr hn e  rIPhiMe nM Mzhore oIroeoMrrMihe P  Pnke IhoPMore  theorr e hffhn M he Mor Isoho .e   eoPye or e bhe
phIohn ,ebs eM enro Moshre reoMoMoMzhe theMopPn eroe theoMrrMihreMonroMogeoIroe theIhrMr PonheMoeGPzP.

III. The Iron Dome: The Idea, Development, and Operability

The Iroe roheoMrrMihertMhidewPrenronhM hdebye thethPderoe the rIPhiMe MoMr Iyeroe hohonh'reIhrhPInte
Podedh hirpoho esoM ,eBIMgPdMhIeGhohIPie PooyeGrid,eMoe2005.eHMreMdhPeghohIP hdebIrPdhIepriM MnPie
rspprI eMoe thePfthIoP teroe theJsiye2006ewPIeMoewtMnte rIPhi'reorI thIoenM Mhrersr PMohdePebPIIPghe
roe PIrsode 4,000e Irnkh re nroMoge oIroe LhbPoro.eThe MoMr Iye roe  hohonhe dhnMdhde  re pPye orIe  the
ryr hoePodePnnhihIP heM redh hirpoho .eTMrewPrenPIIMhders ebye PoPhieAd Ponhde hohonheSyr hor 7 
MoenriiPbrIP MroewM teEi PeSyr hor,ewtMntepIrdsnhreIPdPIrePoder thIedhohonhehihn IroMnehqsMpoho ,e
Podeo Ihr ,ewtMntewPreIhrprorMbiheorIedh hirpMoge thenrooPod-Pod-nro Irieryr ho.eThe Iroe rohe

6 "HhzbriiPteShnIh PIyeGhohIPieHPrrPoeNPrIPiiPteroeAi-AqrPeFirrd,"eYrsTsbh,eAieAIPbyeTV,e3/11/2023,ePnnhrrhderoe4/11/2023eP :et  pr://bM .iy/47A  AI

7 FrIeosI thIeMoorIoP Mro,erhhe thenropPoy'rerffinMPiewhbrM h:eRafael Advanced Defense Systems,ePnnhrrhderoe27/11/2023P :et  pr:// MoysIi.nro/ob8x9kp2

https://bit.ly/47APRAr
https://tinyurl.com/mb8x9kp2
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wrIkrebyefiIMoge Mo hInhp rIeoMrrMihreP e MonroMogeIrnkh reoIroeGPzP,e orIe Mor Ponh.eThenroproho re
MonisdhePeIPdPIeryr ho,ePenrooPod-Pod-nro Irienho Ih,ePode tIhhebP  hIMhr,ehPnteirPdhdewM te who ye
TPoMIeoMrrMihre(Shhe theMiisr IP Mroebhirw).

Figure 1: Israel's Iron Dome missile defence system – how it works

Source: Ahmed Qasem Hussein, "The Qassam Brigades and the battle of 'The sword of Jerusalem': Strategy Paper 4, Arab 

Centre for Research and Policy Studies, 24/6/2021, p. 9, accessed on 5/11/2023 at https://bit.ly/47tlICZe.

 MrrMihrefiIhdeoIroeGPzPeMo re  rIPhiedsIMoge the2008e-e2009enrooIro P Mroeihde  rIPhiMePs trIM Mhre re
r hpespe thedh hirpoho ePodepIrdsn Mroeroe theryr ho.e oeiP he2010,e the rIPhiMePIoyenrodsn hde the
fioPie hr reroe thebP  hIMhrePode thefiIr ebP  hIyewho eMo rerphIP MroeMoe PInte2011.eThefiIr eoMrrMiheM e
Mo hInhp hdewPrefiIhdeoIroeGPzPe rwPIdreArtkhiroeroe7eApIMie2011.eBs e the rIPhiMeP  PnkeroeGPzPeroe
14eNr hobhIe2012ewPre thefiIr eIhPie hr eroe the Iroe roh.eOoe tP ernnPrMro,e theIhrMr PonheMoeGPzPe
fiIhde1,573e irnPiiyeoPdheoMrrMihre Mo re  rIPhi.eOoe thrh,e152eoPMihde re iPsontebhnPsrhe theIhrMr Ponh're
oMrrMihedh hirpoho ewPrer MiieMoeM rehPIiyer Pghr.eAor thIe875eoMrrMihreohiieMoesoprpsiP hdePIhPrewtMihe
421ewhIhersnnhrrosiiyedrwohdebye the Iroe roh.eWM te tMr,e theryr hoernrIhdePoe85ephIenho ersnnhrre
IP h,ePre58eoMrrMihrer IsnkeIhrMdho MPiePIhPreMoe the MnMoM yeroeGPzP,ekMiiMoge wre rIPhiMerridMhIrePodeorsIe
 rIPhiMenM MiMPor.

https://bit.ly/47tlICZ
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TheoriirwMogedPy,e15eNr hobhI,eKMIyP e PiPntM,e25ekoeorI teroeGPzP,enPohesodhIeIrnkh eP  PnkeoIroe
GPzP,ekMiiMoge tIhhe rIPhiMr.8e hrpM he theroPiieosobhIeroenPrsPi MhreMoflMn hdebye theIhrMr Ponh'reIrnkh r,e
 the Iroe rohewroe thePppIr PieroepriM MnMPorePodepsbiMnerpMoMroeMoe rIPhi.e  ewrsidewMoePddM MroPie
pIPMrhewM teM rersnnhrreMoe the2014ewPIeroeGPzP,eMoewtMnte theoMrrMihedhohonheryr hoeIhnhM hdePernrIhe
roe90ephIenho .eOoe tP ernnPrMro,e the Pihr MoMPorefiIhde3,621eoMrrMihrePodeIrnkh reMo re rIPhi.eOoe thrh,e
 the Iroe roheMo hInhp hde584ewtMihe115eohiieMoeprpsiP hdePIhPr,e2,542eMoerphoePIhPr,ePode119eMorMdhe
GPzPebyeoMr Pkh.eAnnrIdMoge re rIPhiMePIoyefigsIhreroe tP enrooIro P Mro,e112eoMrrMihre PIgh hde the
gIhP hIeThieA M ePIhP.eOoe thrh,e60ewhIheMo hInhp hdePode52eohiieMoerphoePIhPr.9

Whertrsideor he Irnkh re  the IhrMr PonhefiIhde Mo re  rIPhie Moe  thenrooIro P Mrorerre oPIe (2008-2009,e2012,e
2014)etPdeorIheroePepryntrirgMnPie tPoePeptyrMnPiehffhn .e rIPhiMePs trIM Mhreorweohi enrofidho e tP e the
 Iroe roh're rsnnhrre Moe Mo hInhp Moge MonroMogeoMrrMihrewrsidetP hePedhnMrM he MopPn eP e  the oriirwMoge
ih hir:

1.e e  ewrsid deter the resistance from firing missiles.eThehxphn P MroewPre tP e theIhrMr Ponhedhhoe
M eprMo ihrre refiIheoMrrMihreMoe the Iroe rohewPregrMoge redrwoeorr eroe tho.

2.e e  ewrsid dispense the Israeli army of the need to mount a limited or extensive ground operation 
Mo reGPzPeMoeIhrprorhe reIrnkh efiIh.

3.e   ewrsideshowcase Israeli defence products and market Israel as a regional powerewM tetMgt- hnte
dhohonhePoderhnsIM yeoPosoPn sIMogenPpPbMiM Mhr,ewtMntewrsidethipe rIPhiehxpPodeM redMpiroP Mne
IhiP Mror.e AfthIe  odMPoe ihPdhIre rPwe  the  Iroe  roh're hffinPnye Moe Mo hInhp Moge  the IhrMr Ponh're
oMrrMihr,e Nhwe  hitMe hxpIhrrhde Moe Mo hIhr e Moe wrIkMoge wM te  rIPhie  re dh hirpe Poe  odMPoe  Iroe
 rohePrePepIhnPs MroePgPMor ePenrooIro P MroewM te PkMr Po.10eSrs teKrIhPetPrePirreModMnP hdePe
wMiiMogohrre repsIntPrhePoe Iroe roheryr hoe rewPIderffe the tIhP eroeoMrrMiheP  PnkeoIroeNrI te
KrIhP.11e rIPhieMrePirrekhhoe repIror heM rhioePrePeIhiMPbiheoMiM PIyeprwhIewM teoPjrIenPpPnM MhrePode
MorMgt reMo re theoMiM PIye hntorirgyeModsr IMhr.e  ebhiMh hre tP e theAIPbenrso IMhrewtMntetP he
bhgsoeorIoPiMzP MroepIrnhrrhrewrsidebheMo hIhr hdeMoe tMre hntorirgyePodeMoenriiPbrIP MogewM te
 rIPhiePgPMor ertPIhde tIhP r.

IV. The Operability of the Iron Dome: The Limitations of Capability 

and Efficacy

TheAi-AqrPeFirrderphIP Mroehxprrhderroheroe theflPwreroe the Iroe roh.e  eMreor ePrerohetsodIhde
phInho ehffhn M hePre rIPhiMepriM MnMPorePodeoMiM PIyebIPrretP he IMhde repIror he–e thIhePIheMoprI Po e
dh PMire thernnspP MroePIoyetPreor epsbiMniyedMrnirrhd,ewtMnteoPkhre theh PisP Mroeroe theryr ho're

8 "TwreoMrrMihreoPiieohPIeThieA M ePre thenPrsPi Mhreorso eMoeGPzP,"e hs hIr,e15/11/2012,ePnnhrrhderoe30/10/2023eP :et  pr://bM .iy/40Y4k V

9 YMftPteS.eStPpMI,e"LhrrroreoIroe the Iroe roh,e MiM PIyePodeS IP hgMneAffPMIr,"eMilitary and Strategic Affairs,e ri.e5,eor.e1e( Pye2013),epp.e82e-e86.

10 "Nhwe hitMerhhkre redh hirpe Iroe roheMoenriiPbrIP MroewM te rIPhi,"eal-Raya,e23/11/2012,ePnnhrrhderoe30/11/2023eP :et  pr://bM .iy/47TMWXJ

11 "Srs teKrIhPeMo hIhr hdeMoebsyMogePoe rIPhiMe Iroe roheryr ho,"e hs hIr,e10/8/2014,ePnnhrrhderoe3/11/2023eP :et  pr://bM .iy/3rJO oZ

https://bit.ly/40Y4kDV
https://bit.ly/47TiWXJ
https://bit.ly/3sJOvnZ
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phIorIoPonheqsM heMopIhnMrh.e  eMre Ishe tP e the Iroe rohetPrepIh ho hdeoPoyeoMrrMihreoIroeIhPntMoge
 thMIe PIgh r.eBs eM edMdeor egM he rIPhierhnsIM y.e  edMdeor edh hIe theIhrMr PonheoIroenro MosMoge resrhe
oMrrMihrePodedh hirpe thMIeoMrrMihenPpPnM Mhr.e  edMdeor ekhhpe theoMrrMihreoIroeMoflMn MogenPrsPi MhreMoe
 rIPhiesIbPoePIhPr.e oeoPn ,eArtkhiroetPrebhhoePiorr eho MIhiyeh PnsP hdePodeorr eroe theIhrMdho reroe
 thekMbbs zMoersIIrsodMogeGPzPeihfte thMIetrohreMoePo MnMpP Mroeroe the rIPhiMegIrsodePrrPsi eMo re the
S IMp.e  eoMgt eorwebhedMffinsi e renro Monhe thephrpiheMoe trrhekMbbs zMoePrewhiiePreMoe the rworePode
nM MhreohPIe theLhbPohrhebrIdhIeroe the Iroe roh'rePbMiM ye rekhhpe thoerPoheMoe theh ho eroePewPI.e  e
MreMoprI Po e rePdde tP e the Iroe roheryr hoeMreMo hodhde repIr hn enM MiMPor;eM edrhreor enr hIe M Pie
oMiM PIy,e hntorirgMnPiePodegr hIooho PieoPnMiM Mhr.

TheoriirwMogePIhe theryr ho'rerphIP MroPiertrI nroMogr:

• A technical error could cause one of the batteries to malfunction,eMo M MogePe rIIho eroehohoye
oMrrMihr.12eAirr,eM e PkhrePeIhiP M hiyeiroge Mohe reIhirPdePebP  hIyeroespe re20eTPoMIeoMrrMihr.eThe
IhrMr PonheorInhrenrside PkhePd Po Pgheroe tMreMo hI Pi.13eEPnteTPoMIeoMrrMihewhMgtrePbrs e90e
kg PodetPrePeIPogheroer hIe40eko.

• The system's ability to handle heavy missile barrages (whether short or long range) is 

relatively limited.eThe IhrMr Ponh'rerphIP Mrore Irroedhoror IP hde  tMrewthoe M e rsr PMohdePe
IPpMd,eMo horM hebPIIPgheroerrohe5,000eoMrrMihrePgPMor eirnP MroreMorMdhe rIPhi,e tIrwMoge the
 Iroe roheryr hoeMo redMrPIIPy.

• Considerable attention is being given to studying the Iron Dome's efficacy in intercepting 

intensive barrages of hostile missiles from multiple fronts 14e Moe Mhweroe  theprrrMbMiM ye  tP ePe
nrooIro P MroenrsiderpMIPiePodehxpPode rer thIeoIro r.eTMrerphn IhetPrePiIhPdyeIhPIhdeM rethPdeMoe
 thensIIho enrooIro P Mro.eAeQPrrPoeBIMgPdhrenro Mogho eMoeLhbPoroefiIhdePeosrMiiPdheroeoMrrMihre
 tP er Isnke thMIe PIgh reMoe theUpphIeGPiMihhewtMiheHhzbriiPteMoM MP hdePedM hIrMroePodeP  IM Mroe
rphIP MroePiroge theorI thIoeoIro ,efiIMogeoMrrMihrePodePrrPsi edIrohreP erh hIPie rIPhiMeoMiM PIye
rM hrePoder thIe PIgh r.15e rIPhiewPreorInhde renIhP hePeorsIeko-dhhpebsffhIezroheMoePo MnMpP Mroe
roe thenrooIro P Mroepr ho MPiiyehxpPodMoge reMo ri heHhzbriiPtePode the Pihr MoMPoeIhrMr Ponhe
MoeLhbPoro.eSh hIPieoMrrMihrewhIhePirrefiIhde rwPIdre rIPhieoIroeMorMdheSyIMP.

• The interceptor missiles are very expensive,e hr MoP hde renrr eUS e20,000–100,000ehPnt.16 
The Iroe roheoMgt ebheps eMo rerphIP Mroe refiIhePenrspiheroeTPoMIeoMrrMihr,enrr Moge horeroe
 trsrPodreroedriiPIr,e  redrwoePeQPrrPoe Irnkh ewtMnte nrr reroiye Pe ohwetsodIhdedriiPIre  re

12 "The Iroe roheoPMire reMo hInhp eGPzPoeoMrrMihredshe re' hntoMnPiehIIrI,'"eSputnik,e11/5/2021,ePnnhrrhderoe3/11/2023eP :et  pr://bM .iy/3goY C 

13 HsrrhMo,e"Hrwe Mde theQPrrPoeBIMgPdhreTPkheCro Irieroe theGPzPe M MrMro?"

14 CtPIihreLh Morroe&eAdPoeEo rsr,e" rIPhi're Iroe rohe hohorheBP  ihde reGh erffeGIrsod,"eThe Wall Street Journal,e26/11/2012,ePnnhrrhderoe4/11/2023,eP :
t  pr://ro.wrj.nro/36kyIIx

15 " MrrMihrePodewrsodhdeMoeGPiMihhePodePeHhzbriiPtedIrohetM re wre rIPhiMerridMhIr,"eAljazeera.net,e3/11/2023,ePnnhrrhderoe4/11/2023eP :et  pr://bM .iy/3 o00g 

16  P MdeHPobiMog,e"UodhIe the Iroe roh:eThe IrbihoewM te rIPhi're rnkh eStMhid,"eForbes,e12/5/2021,ePnnhrrhderoe5/11/2023,eP :et  pr://bM .iy/3woGJN7

https://bit.ly/3gnYtCt
https://on.wsj.com/36kyrrx
https://bit.ly/3Rf00gv
https://bit.ly/3wmGJN7
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oPosoPn sIh.e rr eiMkhiy,e theQPrrPo,ewtMntenrohreMoe tIhhe hIrMror,ewPresrhde repIr Mdhe the
PMIenr hIeorIe thegIrsodeMonsIrMroedsIMoge theAi-AqrPeFirrderphIP Mro.

• The Iron Dome has no noticeable impact in fending off hostile mortar fire during battle.eTMre
 ypheroePI MiihIyewPresrhdePgPMor e rIPhiMeorInhreMoe theGPzPeho hirphePodeM edMrIsp hdeiMoheMoe the
kMbbs zMoeMoe thebrIdhIePIhPeroe theUpphIeGPiMihh.eTheQPrrPoeBIMgPdhrePirredhpiryhdeoMiM PIye
dIrohredsIMoge the7eOn rbhIerphIP Mro.eThrheprrhdePenrorMdhIPbihentPiihoghe re the Iroe rohe
Pre thyeflyeP e irwePi M sdhrePodetP hePe irweIPdPIenIrrr-rhn Mroe( CS),ewtMnteoPkhreM etPIde re
dh hn ePode IPnke tho.17eTheIhrMr PonhePirreso hMihdePeohwetPogegiMdhI-bPrhdePrrPsi e hntoMqsh,e
korwoePre theSPqIeSqsPdIro,ewtMntewPresrhde reMofii IP hehohoyeiMohreMoe theGPzPeho hirph.e
TMretPrehxprrhdePeoPjrIe rIPhiMeMo hiiMghonheoPMisIh:e the Iroe rohenrsideor eMo hInhp e thetPoge
giMdhIrehM thIebhnPsrhe thyeflyeP ePi M sdhre rreirweorIe theryr hoe redh hn .18

Conclusion

The  Iroe  rohe hpM roMzhre  the  hntorirgMnPie Pd Ponhre  tP e tP he PnnropPoMhde  the h ris Mroe roe
 rIPhi're dhohorM he Pode rffhorM he r IP hgMhre Moe  the pPr e  wre dhnPdhr.e Yh ,e Pre rrptMr MnP hde Pre  tMre
ryr hoeMr,e the Pihr MoMPoeIhrMr PonheoPoPghde rehxprrheM reflPwreMoerpM heroeiMoM hdenPpPnM Mhr.eThe
iPr e wrenrooIro P Mror,eMoewtMnte theQPrrPoeBIMgPdhreiPsonthde theSwrIderoeJhIsrPihoe( Pye2021)e
PodeAi-AqrPeFirrde(On rbhIe2023)erphIP Mror,ertrwhde tP eor eroiyetPde the Iroe roheoPMihde redh hIe
 theIhrMr PonheoIroefiIMogeoMrrMihr,eM etPdePirrepsrthde theIhrMr Ponhe redh MrhewPyre redho e theohwe
 hntorirgy'redhohonhenPpPnM Mhr.eTsr,e theIhrMr PonhebhgPoewrIkMoge redh hirpeM reoMrrMihenPpPbMiM Mhre
Poderrroeso hMihdeohwe hIrMroreroe thMIeirog-IPogheIrnkh r,e theiP hr eroewtMnteMre theAyyPrt-250.e
ThyePirredh hirphdeohwe Pn MnreorIedhpiryMoge theoMrrMihrewtMnt,eroeoPoyernnPrMror,eoPoPghde re
phoh IP he the Iroe rohertMhidebyeflrrdMogeM ewM tePe rIIho eroeoMrrMihrefiIhderMosi Pohrsriy,enPsrMoge
 theryr hoe rejPo.eTho,ePfthIe the rIPhiMePIoyebhgPoeM reiPoderffhorM hePgPMor eGPzP,e theIhrMr Ponhe
 IPMohdeM reoMrrMihefiIheroe theghrpriM MnPiiyenho IPieThieA M ,e thIhbyedhoror IP Moge theMoPbMiM yeroe
 thegIrsoderffhorM he redh hIe theIhrMr PonhePodehxprrMoge theoPMisIheroe the Iroe rohe reMo hInhp e
 theIhrMr Ponh'reoMrrMihr.e rIhr hI,edshe rePe hntoMnPiegiM nteMoe theryr ho,eroheroe the Iroe roh're
rwoeoMrrMihreohiieroe the MrtroeLhZMroerh  ihoho eohPIeThieA M .19

 oe iMgt e roe  the orIhgrMog,e rohe wrodhIre trwe nrofidho e  rIPhiMe nM Mzhore ohhie Pbrs e  thMIe oMiM PIye
hr PbiMrtoho 'reosnte Pso hdedhohonheryr hoePod,ePbr hePii,e the Iroe roh'rePbMiM ye repIr hn e tho.e
TMrePppiMhreMoepPI MnsiPIe re thephrpiheiM MogeMoe the MnMoM yeroeGPzPePrewhiiePre trrheiM MogeMoeprpsiP hde
PIhPreMoeorI thIoe rIPhiebhnPsrheroe theprrrMbMiM yeroeoIro rerphoMogespeMoe tP edMIhn Mro.eThoe thIheMre the

17 Sh teJ.eFIPo zoPo,e" Iroe rohe o hInhp re IrohedsIMogeCrobP eorIeFMIr eTMoh,eSPyre rIPhiMe MiM PIy,"eDefense News,e17/5/2021,ePnnhrrhderoe4/11/2023,eP :
t  pr://bM .iy/2SxfiSb

18 SPihtePi-NP'PoM,e "HPodegiMdhIre Pre Pe rsIpIMrhePrrPsi e Mor Isoho e orIe  the Pihr MoMPoe IhrMr Ponh:eHrwedMde M e h Pdhe  the  Iroe roh?"eal-Arabi al-Jadid,e
8/10/2023,ePnnhrrhderoe15/10/2023eP :et  pr://bM .iy/3STY6o 

19 "FIMhodiyeFMIh:eAoe Iroe roheoMrrMiheoPMire reMo hInhp eIrnkh reoIroeGPzPePodeoPiireroeThieA M e( Mdhr),"e Te(AIPbMn),e5/11/2023,ePnnhrrhderoe27/11/2023eP :
t  pr://bM .iy/3GMMpTh

https://bit.ly/2SxfiSb
https://bit.ly/3STY6mI
https://bit.ly/3GiipTe


The Iroe rohe hIrsre the MrrMihreroe the Pihr MoMPoe hrMr Ponh

9

qshr Mroeroe the Iroe roh'rehffinPnyertrside theIhrMr PonheMoe theWhr eBPokedh hirpePeoMrrMihenPpPnM y,e
wtMntewrsideps e theMotPbM Po reroe rIPhiMerh  ihoho reP eIMrk.eWhr eBPokeIhrMr Ponhefigt hIretP hePiIhPdye
 IMhde reoriirweMoe theorr r hpreroe thMIeGPzPoenriihPgshreMoe theoPosoPn sIheroeirnPiiyepIrdsnhdeIrnkh r.
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