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Day 1: Saturday, 25 January 2025

9:00-9:30 Registration

9:30-11:00
Al Majlis 

Hall Opening Session

11:00-11:15 Break

11:15-12:45

Session 1

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

International 

Law and the 

Genocide in Gaza 

Moderator: 

 Ayah Randall

Sonia Boulos and Xavier Abu Eid 

 International Law and the 
Decolonization of Palestine: 
The Advisory Opinion on the 

Illegality of the Israeli Occupation

Elhoucine Chougran 

A Comparative Study of 
the Pleadings of Regional 

Organizations before the ICJ on 
the Legal Consequences of Israel's 

Policies and Practices in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories

Nizar Ayoub 

Israel and International Justice: 
An Overview of International 
Justice and Accountability of 

Perpetrators of Serious Crimes in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

Genocide in 

Gaza: Cultural 

and Material 

Destruction 

Moderator: 

Abdulrahman 

Alebrahim

Mahmoud K Hawari 

The Theft and Illegal Transfer of 
Palestinian Cultural Property: 

Gaza Strip Case Study (1967-2005)

Adel Ruished 

Spatial Transformation and 
Ethnic Cleansing in the Gaza Strip 

through Exception

 Majdi Malki and Layth Hanbali 

Documenting the Sectors Targeted 
by the Israeli Occupation since the 

Genocide against the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

Western Media 

and the Genocide 

in Gaza 

Moderator: 

Azza El Hassan

Mohamad Hamas Elmasry and 

Mohamed el-Nawawy 

Sourcing and Humanization 
in US and Israeli Newspaper 

Coverage of Israel's War on Gaza: 
A Quantitative Content Analysis

Imed Ben Labidi 

 "Unchilding" Palestine: Media 
Representation and the Limits of 

Civilizational Discourse

Basim Tweissi 

 The Image of the Israeli Military 
and Security Establishment in the 
Western Media: Transformations 

in the Discourse of Power and 
Morality

Track IV

Al Rayyan 
Hall

Strategic 

and Political 

Transformations 

of Hamas 

Moderator: 

Ayat Hamdan

Tarek Hamoud 

The Palestinian Muslim 
Brotherhood: From Identity Crisis 

to Armed Struggle

Ayfer Erdoğan Şafak 

 The Ideological and Strategic 
Transformation of Hamas 

Post-Arab Spring

Mueen Al-Taher 

 "Al- Aqsa Flood" and Its 
Repercussions: An Attempt to 

Understand

12:45-13:00 Break
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13:00-15:00

Session 2

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Milestones in 

Palestinian 

History: From 

the 19th Century 

to the Nakba 

Moderator: 

Issam Nassar 

Mohannad Abusarah 

 The Scholarly Circles and 
the Social and Political 

Roles of the Ulama 
in Palestine in Early 
Nineteenth Century

Bilal Shalash 

Decisive Statement: 
"Is Britain the Root of the 
Problem?!" The Question 
of the Revolution Against 

the British Colonial Project 
in Palestine (1930-1935)

Faozi AlGoidi 

Yemenis in Palestine: From 
the Nakba to the Invasion 

of Beirut

Ali Zeidan *

Oral Geography 
Reconstructing Destroyed 

Villages from Memory – 
Sufsaf Village Case Study

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

Israeli Carceral 

System: Critical 

Perspectives 

Moderator: 

Tariq Dana

Lama Ghosheh *

 Invisible War: A Reading 
of the Formation of the 

Disciplinary Human 
through "Soft" Tools: 

House Arrest and 
Community Imprisonment

Shadi Shurafa 

 The Colonial System of 
Control and Surveillance 

in Israeli Prisons: From the 
Panopticon to the Kapo

Ashraf Bader *

An Analytical Reading of 
Colonial Policies in the 

Israeli Prison System since 
7 October

Khaled Mahajna and  

Rina Okby 

 Psychological Frustration 
as a Motivation for 

Freedom: A Case Study of 
Gilboa Prison

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

Arab and 

Global 

Solidarity with 

Palestine 

Moderator: Said 

Sultan al Hashimi

Azadeh Sobout 

Anti-Colonial Feminist 
Solidarity and Politics of 
Location: How Do Irish 
Republican Feminists 

Engage with the Question 
of Palestine?

Muntaha Abed *

 The Eros Effect: Solidarity 
with Palestine in 

South Korea

Murat Kayacan 

Academic and Student 
Activism on the Gaza 
Genocide at Turkish 

Universities

Mustafa Benmoussa 

Moroccan Solidarity 
Movements with Palestine 

Following Operation 
Al-Aqsa Flood: Reality 

and Prospects

Track IV

Al Rayyan 
Hall

Palestine on 

the Global 

Stage 

Moderator: 

Mohammed 

Hemchi

Ahmed Hussein 

Gaza and the Butterfly 
Effect: The Impact of the 

Israeli War on Gaza on the 
Regional and International 

Systems

Mandy Turner: 

Hegemony Factories: 
How Western Thinktanks 

Disseminated Bias on 
Israel and Palestine 
after 7 October and 

Manufactured Consent for 
a Genocide

Sumka Bucan and Lejla 

Ramic-Mesihovic 

Supranational Policy 
Contested by National 

Identities and Interests: 
The European Union 
Positioning towards 

the Palestine Question, 
2009-2021

Khudhair Aldehlkey 

The Influence of the 
Israeli Lobby in the 

European Parliament on 
the European Union's 

Palestine Policies

15:00-16:00 Lunch Break

17:30-19:30

Symposium (Arab Center, Cultural Building / Main Auditorium)

The War on Gaza and the Support Fronts 

Moderator: Harith Hassan

Adham Saouli: Backing Gaza: The Unintended Consequences of Hezbollah's Constrained Warfare

Mehran Kamrava: Iranian Support for Gaza: The Clash of Idealism and Realism

Ali Al Dahab: The Strategic Value of the Houthi Military Role in Supporting Gaza

Marwan Kabalan: The Assad's Regime's Position on the Israeli War on Gaza and Lebanon

* Participating Online.
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Day 2: Sunday, 26 January 2025

 9:00-11:00

Session 3

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Palestine: 

Frameworks for 

Liberation 

(Al-Shabaka: The 
Palestinian Policy 

Network) 

Moderator: 

Mai Abu Moghli

Leila Farsakh *

 Palestinian Political 
Liberation after the War on 
Gaza: Self-Determination 

beyond Partition

Yara Hawari 

 Palestinian Women in the 
Struggle: Carving A New 

Framework for Liberation

Muhannad Ayyash 

 Sovereignty, 
Non-Partition, and the 

Struggle for the Decolonial 
Liberation of Palestine

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

Scholasticide 

in Gaza: The 

Erasure of 

Education (1) 

(Manhajiyat)

Moderator: 

Samia Bishara

Refaat Sabbah 

The Education Response 
in Gaza under Genocide: 

Between Local and 
International Policies and 

Services in Light of Current 
Challenges

Riam Kafri-Abu Laban 

The Role of Civil 
Society Organizations 

in Responding to 
Scholasticide in Gaza

Ahmad Ashour *

The Concept of Liberation 
and the Search for a New 

Robe in the Context of 
Gaza

Asmaa Mustafa *

Gaza's Innovative 
Teachers: Candles in the 

Dark

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

The Symbolic 

Representation 

of Palestinian 

Resistance (1) 

Moderator: 

Ismail Nashif

Ahmed Dardir 

The Ideal Image of 
Resistance: (Mis)

Recognition and the 
Ideology of al-Qassam

Majd Darwish 

When the Kufiyyah 
Hides, What the Kufiyyah 
Reveals: A Social History 
of the Mask and the Men 

behind it

Karim Elhaies 

Hijacking Aesthetics as 
Cinematic Decolonization: 

Palestinian Guerilla 
Filmmaking and its 

Afterlives

Sanabel Abdel Rahman 

 Potentializing Aesthetics: 
Visualizing the Palestinian 

Revolutionary

Track IV

Al Rayyan 
Hall

Jerusalem: 

Policies of 

Erasure and 

Resistance 

Moderator: 

Majdi Almaliki

Mansour Nasasra 

Materializing an 'Arab 
Jerusalem': Narrating 

the Jerusalem Airport/
Qalandiya 1948-1967

Daoud Al-Ghoul 

Restructuring Geographies 
of Political Leadership in 

al-Quds/Jerusalem

Sonia Espinosa Najjar 

 Palestinian Civil 
Society, Emotions, and 
Sumud under Settler 

Colonialism  – The Case of 
Wadi Hilweh

Thayer Hastings *

 Improper Inhabitance: 
Evidence, Objects, and the 

Senses in Jerusalem

11:00-11:15 Break

* Participating Online.
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11:15- 12:45

Session 4

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Palestinians in 

Israel: A Question 

of Citizenship 

Moderator: 

Mahmoud Muhareb

Ibrahim Khatib 

 "Subjects" in an Ethnocratic 
Regime and a Settler Colonial 

Context as a Concept and Practice 
Counter to Citizenship and 

National Identity: The Case of 
Palestinians within the Green Line

Khaled Anabtawi 

Between Homeland and the Trap 
of Citizenship: Palestinians within 
the Green Line and the Dialectic of 

Control and Co-Optation

Durgham Saif 

 Rethinking the Palestinians' Status 
in Israel

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

Palestinian 

Women in the 

Time of Genocide 

Moderator: 

Dina Taha

Kholoud Al-Ajarma 

 Beyond the Genocide: The Tactical 
Degradation of Palestinian 

Women's Privacy in Gaza

Ferdoos Abed Rabo Alissa 

 Gaza Women as Narrators of the 
Present: Daily Suffering and the 

Daily Pursuit of Survival: A Content 
Analysis of Social Media

Rasmieyh Abdelnabi 

Palestinian Women Embroiderers: 
Embodying Palestinian Indigenous 

Sovereignty

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

The Settler 

Presence in the 

West Bank 

Moderator: 

Ibrahim Fraihat

Hussein Ayaseh 

 Pastoral Settlement in the 
West Bank as a New Means of 

Seizing Land

Amro Wawi 

 Data and Water Governance: 
Governance Assessment Approach 

to Understand Their Interactions 
and Impact in Palestine

Abd Al-Qader Badawi 

 The Influence of Right-Wing Civil 
Society Organizations in Israeli 

Politics: "Kohelt Forum" and "Im 
Tirtzu" as a Case Study

Track IV

Al Rayyan 
Hall

Genocide 

Methods in Gaza 

Moderator: 

Tamer Qamout

Ali Aljasem 

Starvation as a Weapon of Warfare: 
The Case of Gaza, Palestine

Orouba Othman 

 In Critique of Trauma Studies: 
Social Pain as a Site for Social 

Action and Hope in the Time of 
Genocide

Mohammed Abuarqoub 

Harnessing Generative AI to 
Strengthen Palestinian Media 

Narratives on Israeli War Violations 
in Gaza

12:45-13:00 Break

13:00-14:30

Session 5

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Palestinian 

Refugees and the 

Right of Return: 

Memory and 

Space

 Moderator: 

Main Al Taher

Dana Al-Azzeh 

 Growing up Uprooted: Experiences 
of Marginalization in Shaping the 

National Identity of Palestinian 
Youth in Lebanon

Hala Abou Zaki 

Tel al-Zaatar: A Forgotten 
History? Violence and Memory 

in a Palestinian Refugee Camp in 
Lebanon

Areej Ja'fari 

 Palestinian Refugees' Preferences 
for Return

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

The Symbolic 

Representation 

of Palestinian 

Resistance 

(2): Literature, 

Education, and 

Popular Culture 

Moderator: 

Laila Omar

Ghada Alatrash 

Palestinian and Native American 
Literature as Resistance and 
"Memory for Forgetfulness"

Jan Busse *

Global Palestine against the Wall: 
Street Art as a Counter-Hegemonic 

Everyday Practice of Space 
Appropriation and Resistance

Asma Al-Sharabati *

The Representation of Prisoners 
and Martyrs in Palestinian 

Textbooks: A Critical Discourse 
Analysis of Palestinian Authority 

Discourse

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

Palestinian 

Youth and Digital 

Activism 

Moderator: 

Ayham Sahli

Omar Abu Arqoub 

 The Role of TikTok in Mobilizing 
the Global Solidarity Movement 

with Palestine during the 
Genocidel War on Gaza

Naveen Shariff 

 The Impact of Ongoing Coverage 
of the Genocide in Gaza on the 

Collective Identity of Global Youth 
Communities on Social Media

Jala Rizeq 

A Psychological Investigation 
of Palestinian Youth's Future 

Thinking: Lessons in Steadfastness

Track IV

Al Rayyan 
Hall

Colonial Control 

and the War on 

the West Bank 

Moderator: 

Rashad Twam

Ibrahim Rabaia and Lourdes 

Habash 

Weaponizing Infrastructure: The 
Israeli Colonial Approach in Jenin

Ayat Hamdan 

 Israel's War on Refugee Camps in 
the West Bank: Settler Colonialism 

and the Revenge Doctrine

Walid Habbas 

 Indigenous Management: Israel's 
Colonial Governance Strategy in 

the Occupied Territories

* Participating Online.



10

14:30-15:30 Break

17:30-19:30

Symposium (Arab Center, Cultural Building / Main Auditorium)

Trump II and the Palestine Question: Prospects for Change 

Moderator: Leila Seurat

Osama Abu Irshaid: Expected Scenarios for the Palestine Question in the Second Trump Administration

Tamara Kharroub: Trump 2.0 and Palestinian Rights: West Bank Annexation and the End of International Law and Consensus

Yousef Munayyer: Palestine under Trump in the Age of Monsters

Tariq Dana: Beyond Traditional Normalization: The Abraham Accords in Light of the Events of 7 October

* Participating Online.
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Day 3: Monday, 27 January 2025

9:00-11:00

Session 6

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Collective 

Memory 

between the 

Nakba and 

Genocide 

Moderator: 

Haider Saeed

Hosni Mlitat 

 The Memory of the Nakba 
in Contemporary Spanish 

Narrative

Akram Alashqar 

Echoes of Resistance: 
Harnessing the Power 
of Music in Palestinian 

Revolutionary Cinema to 
Combat Erasure

Taghreed Al Soumairy 

 Collective Forgetting 
in the Digital Space: 

A Condition for Memory 
or an Erasure of the 

Memory of Colonized 
Peoples – The Palestinian 

Case

Houriya Ben Ali 

 Collective Memory and 
Justification for the 

Extermination of the Other 
in Western Democracies: 
The Discourse of German 
and French Foreign Policy 

between Kosovo and Gaza

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

Genocide, 

Settler 

Colonialism, 

and Apartheid 

Moderator: 

Nadim Rouhana

Michael R Fischbach 

"Anti-anti-Zionism" 
and Linguistic Warfare: 
Why Do Israel Partisans 

Hate the Terms 
Intersectionality and 
Settler Colonialism?

Jawaid Iqbal *

 Zionism and Apartheid: 
The Ideological Underside 

of Liberal Modernity

Emile Badarin *

Settler Colonial 
Recognition and the 

Spectre of Elimination and 
Genocide in Palestine

Mostefa Bousboua 

Algeria and South 
Africa and Support for 
the Palestinian Cause: 
Colonial Pathways and 
Narratives of Struggle

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

Scholasticide 

in Gaza: The 

Erasure of 

Education (2) 

Moderator: 

Amal Ghazal

Nasreddin Elmezaini *

University Education in 
Gaza During War: Reality 

and Challenges

Sanaa Aboudagga 

Online Learning for 
University Students in 
Gaza During the War: 

An Analysis of Challenges 
and Adaptation Strategies

Tahani  Aldahdouh *

 "Waiting for a better 
time is a waste of time": 
Motivations for Learning 

amid the Genocide in Gaza 
in Light of Sustainable 
Development Goal 4

Fadi Elhindi 

National Initiatives for 
Access to Education 
and the Survival of 

Educational Institutions

Track IV

Al Rayyan 
Hall

Changes in 

Israeli Society 

and Governance 

amid Gaza's 

Genocide 

Moderator: 

Areen Hawari

Mohanad Mustafa 

 The War on Gaza and the 
Rise of Militia Tendencies 

in Israel

Mtanes Shihadeh 

How Did the Israeli Right 
Respond to the Events of 7 

October 2023

Jackie Khoury 

The Genocidal War on 
Gaza and Its Impact on 
Israel: Where Is Israel 

Heading?

Alaa Mahajna and  

Mazen Masri 

Palestinians in Israel in the 
Shadow of the Genocidal 
War and the Deepening 
of Colonial Elimination: 

From Conditional Rights to 
No Rights

11:00-11:15 Break

* Participating Online.
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11:15-12:45

Session 7

Track I

Salwa 
Hall (1)

Economic 

Impact of 

Settlements in 

the West Bank 

(Palestine 
Economic Policy 

Research Institute 
- MAS) 

Moderator: 

Walid Habbas

Anmar Rafeedie and 

Malakeh Abdellatif *

 Economic and Social 
Dynamics of Jerusalemite 

Villages and Towns as 
a Result of Settlement 

Expansion in the Jerusalem 
Governorate

Wafaa Albitawi 

 Economic Diagnosis of 
the Income and Poverty 

Levels of Palestinian 
Women Working in Israeli 

Settlements

Jumana Janazreh and 

Walid Habbas 

 Economic Impacts of 
Israeli Industrial Zones in 

the West Bank

Ahmad Alawneh 

 The Digital 
Dashboard – The Israeli 

Settlement Platform in the 
Occupied Territories

Track II

Salwa 
Hall (2)

Gaza After 

the Genocide: 

An Outlook 

Moderator: 

Ghassan Elkahlout

Sahera Bleibleh and Maha 

Samman 

 Healing Urbanism: 
Sustainable Planning 

towards Recovery 
and Resilience in the 

Gaza Strip

Mohamad Elsousi and 

Basnat Alghinaimi 

Beyond Rubble: 
Addressing Environmental 

Destruction in Gaza's 
Post-War Reconstruction

Mohammed Duraidi 

The Israeli Aggression 
against the Population of 
Gaza Strip: Demographic 

Effects and Future 
Expectations.

Track III

Salwa 
Hall (3)

On the 

Palestinian 

Economy and Its 

Implications 

Moderator: 

Hazim Rahahleh

Maher El-Kurd 

 Israel's Responsibility for 
Economic Reparations to 

Compensate Damages 
Resulting from the 
October 2023 War

Anas Iqtait *

Taxation and 
Settler Colonialism: 
The Palestinian Case

Ghada Samman 

Neoliberal Bureaucracy: 
Ramallah Case Study

12:45-13:45 Lunch Break

17:30-19:30

Symposium (Al Majlis Hall)

The Genocidal Israeli War on Gaza: Scenarios for the Day After 

Moderator: Lourdes Habash

Ali  Shaath: The Future of Gaza: The Political Scenarios and Regional Effects

Ayed Mahmoud Yaghi: Strategies to Strengthen Palestinian Steadfastness against Israeli Plans to Provoke Voluntary Migration

Hani Almasri: US/Israeli Projects for the Day After: Inevitable or Circumventable?

Tarek Hamoud: Gaza's Day After: Challenges and Response Mechanisms

19:30-19:45 Closing Session

* Participating Online.
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Workshop

Day 3: Monday, 27 January 2025

Gaza under Hamas (2007-2023)

9:00-10:20

Roundtable 1

Society & Culture

Moderator: Tarek Hamoud

Abdalhadi Alijla, Dag Henrik Tuastad, Fadi Zaraket & Mohammad Falha,  

Ghassan Elkahlout & Mona Hedaya, Mohsen Abu Ramadan, Mohammad Seyam,  

Zeina Jallad & Luna Erekat

10:20-10:35 Coffee Break

10:35-11:45 Discussion & Feedback

11:45-12:00 Coffee Break

12:00-13:20

Roundtable 2

Colonial, Regional & International Order

Moderator: Hani Awad

Catherine Charrett, Ghadeer Awwad, Isabela Agostinelli dos Santos, Jehad Abusalim,  

Leila Seurat, Lourdes Habash & Ibrahim Rabaiaa, Trude Strand

13:20-1:35 Coffee Break

13:35-14:45 Discussion & Feedback

14: 45-16:00 Launch Break

16:00-17:20

Roundtable 3

Economy & Governance

Moderator: Andrea Teti

Abdelrahman Alfar & Raja Khalidi, Areej Sabagh Khoury, Glenn Robinson,  

Kassim Alsraiha, Paola Caridi, Taher Labadi, Tamer Qarmout, Walid Habbas

17:20-17:35 Coffee Break

17:35-18:45 Discussion & Feedback

* This is a closed workshop and prior registration is mandatory.

- To register, please scan the QR code
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Ibrahim Khatib  

Assistant professor in the Conflict Management and Humanitarian Action program at Doha Institute. He 
completed his PhD in Political Science in 2018 at Humboldt University of Berlin. His PhD explores the relationship 
between identity perception and reconciliation in the context of the Arab Israeli conflict. In 2018-19 he completed 
his postdoctoral research in Middle East studies at the Oxford School of Global and Area Studies, University of 
Oxford. In 2019-2020, Khatib was a fellow at the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard University. His 
research focuses on conflict resolution, intergroup relations, conflicts in the Middle East, and the Arab Israeli 
conflict. He has also published articles in Journal of Peace Research, International Journal of Conflict Management, 
Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, Citizenship Studies and other journals.

"Subjects" in an Ethnocratic Regime and a Settler Colonial Context as a 

Concept and Practice Counter to Citizenship and National Identity: The Case of 

Palestinians within the Green Line

This article examines the concept of "subjects" within the framework of the modern state and its contradictions 
with citizenship and national identity, particularly in the context of an ethnocratic and settler-colonial state. 
The research focuses on Israel's denial of national identity rights and expression and the erosion of citizenship 
status for Palestinians within the Green Line (commonly referred to as 1948 Palestinians). This approach aligns 
with Israel's vision of itself as fundamentally a Jewish state, creating a structural condition of national preference 
for the Jewish majority. This preference dictates what is permissible and politically acceptable within this 
framework. In recent years (prior to 7 October 2023), the concept of "subjects" became increasingly entrenched 
within the settler-colonial context as a pathway to achieving "political acceptance" for the indigenous Palestinian 
population within the Green Line. These policies imposed three key expectations on Palestinians: First, adopting 
the Israeli-Jewish narrative and discourse in the context of the Arab Israeli conflict. Second, emphasizing economic 
and daily life demands discourse as the core focus of political engagement. Third, abandoning national-political 
discourse tied to collective rights as Palestinians with a distinct national identity and as citizens with political 
rights. This dynamic was notably evident in the participation of the United Arab List in the Israeli government 
coalition (Lapid-Bennett government, 2021–2022). However, following 7 October 2023, Israeli policies shifted 
toward open hostility and intimidation, viewing Palestinians within the Green Line as part of a hostile group. 
This shift effectively nullified their citizenship and stripped them of the right to express positions tied to their 
national identity, thereby rendering the "subjects" agenda obsolete.
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Abd Al-Qader Badawi

Researcher and Coordinator at the Palestinian Forum for Israeli Studies since 2022. He holds a master's degree 
in Israeli Studies from Birzeit University and a bachelor's degree in Political Science from Al-Quds University 
(Abu Dis). He previously served as a field researcher at Al-Haq.

The Influence of Right-Wing Civil Society Organizations in Israeli Politics: 

"Kohelt Forum" and "Im Tirtzu" as a Case Study

The paper sheds light on the project of "alternative hegemony" led by the Israeli right-wing. It seeks to answer: 
What have been the most significant political, economic, and social transformations that Israeli civil society has 
undergone since the establishment of the state? What tools and strategies are used by right-wing civil society 
organizations and associations to achieve the "alternative hegemony" project? The paper measures the influence 
of those right-wing organizations working in civil society in Israeli politics in recent years, by exploring Kohelt 
Forum and Im Tirtzu as a case study.
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Adel Ruished  

Administrative Director of Jerusalem Campus at Al-Quds University in Jerusalem. He holds a PhD degree in 
Politics and International Relations from Lancaster University, where his thesis was titled "The Disruption of 
Identification in East Jerusalem post-Oslo 1993", and a master's degree in Global Politics from LSE.  He presented 
his latest research paper at the BRISMES Conference 2024. Adel co-authored States of Exceptions or Exceptional 
States; Law, Politics and Giorgio Agamben in the Middle East and has also contributed to several academic 
interventions with the SEPAD project at Lancaster University.

Spatial Transformation and Ethnic Cleansing in the Gaza Strip through Exception

The ongoing Israeli war on Gaza has revealed conflicting plans for sovereign control between the Israeli 
government and Gazan Palestinians. Drawing on the academic literature of Giorgio Agamben, I argue that 
the Israeli government has put in plans to forcefully displace Palestinian Gazans and spatially transform and 
erase the Strip. To achieve this, the Israeli government situated Gaza in a state of exception, suspending its 
legal identification as an integral part of occupied Palestinian territories. Between spatial identity and national 
identity, the Israeli government excluded and characterized Gaza Strip as "Hamas-Stan", facilitating its spatial 
transformation and erasure in the process. Similarly, the Israeli government placed Palestinian Gazans in a state 
of exception, suspending their legal status as an integral part of the occupied Palestinian population. Between 
national and human identities, the Israeli government excluded Gazans, identifying them all as members of 
Hamas and dubbing them "human animals" to facilitate their ethnic cleansing and displacement.
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Ahmad Alawneh  

Assistant Researcher at the Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS) since 2022, contributing to 
research and data-driven initiatives. He received a master's degree in Economic Policy Management from An-
Najah National University, Nablus, in 2018. He specializes in statistical analysis, data science, and designing 
digital platforms using tools like Tableau and Power BI to create and publish interactive data visualizations on 
specialized web platforms.

The Digital Dashboard – The Israeli Settlement Platform in the Occupied Territories

This presentation highlights a digital Dashboard encompassing all data, including the latest updates, related to 
Israeli settlements in the Palestinian territories. The various types of data describe the state of settlements from 
demographic and economic perspectives. The information has been collected from reliable sources and presented 
through interactive visuals and maps to depict the current situation in the occupied territory since 1967.
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Ahmad Ashour  

Former Office Manager of the Tamer Institute for Community Education in the Gaza Strip. Graduate of the Faculty of 
Engineering and Information Technology. He is interested in community and cultural work and matters of opinion 
and freedom of expression. He also works as a volunteer with the NGO network as an education coordinator.

The Concept of Liberation and the Search for a New Robe in the Context of Gaza

In light of the genocide in Gaza, education has emerged as a community practice for liberation and survival, with 
community initiatives leading efforts to restore the educational process in a context of widespread destruction 
and displacement. These initiatives are merely a reflection of the authentic formation of a Palestinian society 
that protects itself, relying on its deep-rooted values that equip it against the harshest circumstances. The paper 
highlights community work in Gaza as an experience that has served the idea of Palestinian social fabric and 
cohesion, transforming education into a tool for resistance and reconstruction. These community initiatives 
have reformulated fundamental questions about education, not only as a means of transferring knowledge, but 
as a liberating process that allows for critical thinking and questioning reality. In this context, Gaza has restored 
educational concepts to their popular origin, where education becomes a means of defiance in the heart of 
war, not after it. This experience is based on a local specificity that has influenced global concepts of liberation, 
pointing to the Palestinian pioneers who preceded global thinkers, such as Paulo Freire, in representing education 
as a means of confrontation and liberation from occupation.
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Ahmed Dardir  

Co-Founder of the Institute for De-Colonising Theory (IDCtheory). He holds a PhD in Middle East Studies from 
Columbia University. His research deals with questions of power and subjectivity. He teaches and writes about 
history, political theory, and culture, with a strong interest in the arts, especially theatre. His forthcoming book 
is tentatively titled Licentious Topographies: Global Counterrevolution and Bad Subjectivity in Colonial and 
Postcolonial Egypt. He has taught and facilitated numerous academic and non-academic courses and workshops 
at Columbia, the Cairo Institute of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and with IDCtheory.

The Ideal Image of Resistance: (Mis)Recognition and the Ideology of al-Qassam

What is the effect of the image of al-Mulatham (the masked insurgent)? How does it make and unmake the 
networks of ideological identification within which it operates? This paper centres the masked insurgent in his 
many manifestations: a spokesperson for insurgency, a simulacrum and a radical aesthetic, a generative figure 
for insurgent discourse, a point of view, a cultural repository for the subversive, and a cultural currency that 
regulates the exchange of signs within and beyond Palestinian solidarity. It reconstructs the masked insurgent as 
an interpellating figure that plays a central role in a brave new ideology that goes against the hegemonic.
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Ahmed Hussein  

ACRPS researcher and managing editor of the Siyasaat Arabiya journal and Istishraf yearbook. Previously served 
as Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Damascus. He holds a PhD in International Relations 
from the University of Florence, Italy. His research interests focus on theories of international relations. He has 
numerous research papers and studies published in the field of International Relations including: The European 
Union and the Arab Region: Problematic Issues from a Realist Perspective (Arab Center, 2021). He has edited several 
books, including: The June 1967 War: Pathways of War and Its Aftermath (ACRPS, 2019) and Boycott Strategy in the 
Struggle Against Occupation and the Israeli Apartheid Regime: Reality and Aspiration (ACRPS, 2018).

Gaza and the Butterfly Effect: The Impact of the Israeli War on Gaza on the 

Regional and International Systems

Operation "Al-Aqsa Flood" is one of the most prominent military confrontations in the history of the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. It has come to represent a qualitative shift in the dynamics of the Palestinian 
resistance. Although this is not the first confrontation between the resistance and the Israeli occupation army, 
preceded by confrontations in 2008, 2012, 2014, and 2022, this offensive is distinguished by an almost systematic, 
large-scale military operation on several fronts, on land, sea, and air. Its modest capabilities contrast with an 
unprecedented expansion of its scope and regional and international impact. This study investigates the factors 
behind the expansion of the Israeli war on Gaza beyond the local geography to encompass multiple countries 
and non-state actors. It also seeks to understand the impact of this war on the regional and international systems 
using the concepts of complexity theory in international relations, especially the "butterfly effect". This concept 
is an effective analytical tool for understanding complex non-linear systems that are characterized by extreme 
sensitivity to initial conditions. The study also utilizes James Rosenau's paradigm of turbulence, as the countries 
in the region are no longer able to restore the familiar patterns of political relations since the Israeli onslaught 
in Palestine and Lebanon. The region appears exposed to dynamics that only re-produce more conflicts and 
tensions, unexpected developments, extreme uncertainty, and sudden rapid changes.
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Akram Alashqar  

Palestinian filmmaker and educator from Tulkarm, Palestine, with over ten years of experience teaching film and 
media at various Palestinian universities. He is currently pursuing a PhD at the University of Glasgow. His films 
include First Picture (2006), Red, Dead, and Med. (2006), and Five Boys and a Wheel (2016). As a project manager 
with the Royal Film Commission of Jordan, he contributed to the establishment of three cinema centres, including 
two innovative cinema buses. His dedication to film and community engagement led him to create specialized 
filmmaking curricula and conduct workshops for children and youth, nurturing their passion for storytelling.

Echoes of Resistance: Harnessing the Power of Music in Palestinian Revolutionary 

Cinema to Combat Erasure

This paper examines the transformative role of music in film soundtracks to address forgetfulness and erasure 
in Palestinian revolutionary cinema from 1968 to 1982. Analysing films by the Palestine Film Unit, such as 
A Zionist Aggression (1972) and They Do Not Exist (1974), the study highlights how music preserves memory, 
enhances cultural resistance, and reclaims narratives of struggle. Through a detailed exploration of song lyrics 
and musical motifs, it shows how music expresses longing, defiance, and solidarity amid adversity. Whether 
through traditional folk tunes or improvisational taqsīm, music in Palestinian revolutionary cinema acts as a 
sonic archive, conveying intergenerational narratives of resilience. Ultimately, the study argues that sound 
tracks serve as powerful acts of cultural resistance, fostering connections across time and space while mobilizing 
collective memory in the ongoing fight for justice and liberation.
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Alaa Mahajna  

Human rights lawyer based in Jerusalem. His practice includes housing and planning rights, especially litigation 
against illegal land grabs by government and settlers, as well as data protection and privacy rights. He earned 
LLB and LLM degrees (with distinction) from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in Constitutional law and 
Administrative law. He also has an LLM from the University of Virginia in International Law. Mahajna has worked 
at a range of institutions including the Adalah Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel (2007-2010) and  
the UNDP/Negotiation Affairs Department (2010-2011). He is lead counsel in two cases representing political 
activists, journalists and lawyers who are suing NSO Group for the illegal use of Pegasus hacking system against 
them and lead counsel for Professor Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian.

Palestinians in Israel in the Shadow of the Genocidal War and the Deepening of 

Colonial Elimination: From Conditional Rights to No Rights

As a result of the war on Gaza, Israel's approach to the Palestinians who carry Israeli citizenship has shifted. While 
settler-colonialism had always defined this relationship, the war marks a change in this relationship. The shift is 
clear in the shrinking of the margins of the partial and conditional civil rights they enjoy. This change marks the 
beginning of a new era which this paper calls the era of no rights. Adopting settler-colonialism as a theoretical 
approach, the paper argues that the changes represent a deepening of the colonial logic of elimination but do not 
represent any change in the essence of the Jewish state nor in the nature of the relationship between Israel and 
the Palestinians. This relationship is still governed by the logic of settler-colonialism. The only difference here is in 
how settler-colonialism translates into concrete policies, and how these policies are adapted to political changes.
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Ali Aljasem  

Recently completed his PhD thesis, which focuses on the violence of intelligence agencies and Shabbiha in Syria 
after the 2011 uprising. He has also written several research papers and a chapter in the book Accountability 
for Mass Starvation with Alex de Waal, where he addresses the Assad regime's use of starvation, known as the 
"kneel or starve" policy, as a weapon in its war against the Syrian people. Ali has several chapters and research 
papers published in peer-reviewed scientific journals, in addition to opinion articles in Arabic and Dutch.

Starvation as a Weapon of Warfare: The Case of Gaza, Palestine

The paper explores Israel's systemic use of starvation in Gaza Strip after 7 October 2023. It examines the 
multifaceted roles and motivations of perpetrators in employing starvation as a weapon of war. The research 
hypothesis posits that starvation is systematically utilized for both immediate and long-term political and military 
gains. Theoretical frameworks include political sociology and international law, with a focus on understanding 
the interplay between political objectives and humanitarian impacts. The paper analyses the Israeli government's 
strategic shift from "mowing the lawn" to a policy of carcerality, which involves isolating and punishing individuals 
as a means of maintaining security. This shift is contextualized within the broader political and military strategies 
employed by Israeli officials to legitimize their actions on the international stage. The research uses official 
statements, policy documents, and media coverage to trace changes in rhetoric and justification for weaponizing 
starvation in Gaza, demonstrating how these shifts reflect broader strategic objectives.
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Holds a PhD in Civil Engineering. He is specialized in environmental engineering and protection from floods. He 
has a special interest in documenting oral history and spatial analysis.

Oral Geography: Reconstructing Destroyed Villages from Memory – Sufsaf 

Village Case Study

Reconstructing mental maps of the Palestinian villages destroyed by Israel during the 1948 Nakba constitutes a 
new and important contribution in the field of oral history, as it constitutes an important source for understanding 
and documenting the social, cultural and political activities of the destroyed villages. It also helps to preserve the 
history of these villages and the identity of their people, as well as the possibility of producing knowledge that 
documents the relations between generations and the land and  links the past to the future. This paper uses the 
production of the map of Sufsaf village, which was destroyed in October 1948, as a model for understanding 
the most important events that occurred in the village and the people's relationship with the place. The map 
was drawn through in-depth oral interviews with elders who lived in the village before its destruction and 
experienced its features and survived its events. Furthermore, the paper analyses the spatial and urban planning 
of the village and reviews the roles that the map can play in the reality and future of refugees.
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Amro Wawi  

A senior consultant in governance and digital twinning, Wawi, has led numerous digital transformation projects 
in European smart cities. He is currently pursuing a PhD at the University of Twente, focusing on data governance 
within the Department of Technology, Governance, for Sustainability. His research investigates the impact of 
data governance on the water sector in politically complex contexts, specifically Palestine, and its implications for 
the sustainability of water resources, stakeholder practices, and citizen engagement. His research also explores 
how governance influences the policies, practices, and organizational structures of the involved governmental 
institutions. Wawi has published several studies and articles on the Palestinian water sector and has participated 
in discussions and podcast episodes within the same field.

Data and Water Governance: Governance Assessment Approach to Understand 

Their Interactions and Impact in Palestine

Since the signing of the Oslo Accords, many water studies have largely overlooked the role of water data and 
its economic, social, and political impact. International reports highlight the scarcity, poor quality, and lack of 
comprehensiveness of water data, which hinder infrastructure development and service efficiency. This research 
discusses the findings of a PhD thesis that applied the Contextual Interaction Theory and its Governance 
Assessment Tool to analyse the governance system of the Palestinian water sector concerning water data. The 
study revealed gaps between policymakers and implementers, as well as weak stakeholder engagement. The 
political context plays a pivotal role, particularly Israel's monopoly over data, control of resources, and restrictions 
on technology imports. These factors collectively undermine the financial independence of the Palestinian 
Authority, hinder infrastructure development, and contribute to the displacement of Palestinians from their lands.
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Senior Lecturer in Economics and Political Economy of the Middle East at the Australian National University 
(ANU). Iqtait is also the Co-Founder and Editor of the ANU-based Near East Policy Forum, a Non-Resident Scholar 
at the US-based Middle East Institute, and a Research Associate at the Economic Research Forum. He is the author 
of Funding and the Quest for Sovereignty in Palestine (Palgrave, 2023).

Taxation and Settler Colonialism: The Palestinian Case

In the context of settler colonialism, taxation and public revenue systems are integral to the political narratives 
surrounding indigenous nations and peoples. The fiscal arrangements established within these settings often 
manifest as asymmetrical budgetary structures and tax collection mechanisms. This paper critically examines 
the typology of public revenues in Palestine to elucidate the complexities of taxation and fiscal management 
under a settler colonial framework. Employing the theoretical lenses of critical fiscal sociology, this analysis 
provides a nuanced understanding of the dynamics governing taxation, public revenue generation, and service 
provision in the occupied Palestinian territories. The study contends that external dependencies, Israeli tax 
control measures, and a fragmented network of service providers collectively undermine efforts to forge a socio-
fiscal contract. This situation is exacerbated by declining international aid, necessitating a heightened reliance 
on domestic tax mobilization. The paper argues that these challenges reflect broader issues inherent in public 
revenue mobilization within a settler colonial context. Furthermore, Israel's settler colonial project is facilitated by 
the enforced taxation policies in the OPT, which not only impede development and economic liberation but also 
serve as sophisticated instruments for domination that advance the hegemon's political objectives. Ultimately, 
this research contributes to a deeper understanding of fiscal operations within Israeli colonial structures and 
offers critical insights into the politics of taxation and revenue mobilization.
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Anmar Rafeedie  

Assistant Researcher at Palestine Economic Policy Institute (MAS). She holds an MSc in Sociology from the University 
of Oxford, and a bachelor's degree in Sociology from Birzeit University. Her work focuses on social protection, 
poverty, inequality, and social development. Her personal research projects include topics on social movements 
and political mobilization, identity, social class, social and development policy within the colonial context.

Economic and Social Dynamics of Jerusalemite Villages and Towns as a Result 

of Settlement Expansion in the Jerusalem Governorate

The Israeli settlement expansion in Jerusalem, accompanied by the construction of the apartheid wall and roads 
to serve the Zionist settlers, has led to the confiscation of thousands of dunams of Palestinian land, the isolation 
of Palestinian villages and towns surrounding Jerusalem from the city centre, and the isolation of the residents 
of Jerusalem and its suburbs from the rest of the Palestinian demographic component. This case study takes a 
closer look at the Israeli settlement in the North and Northwest of Jerusalem, which have been isolated from 
Jerusalem. This paper explores the socioeconomic dynamics of four villages in the vicinity of Jerusalem to reveal 
the different impacts of the settler colonial project. It explores their economic relationship with the rest of the West 
Bank, specifically in relation to the Palestinian labour market, and the shift in economic activities. Additionally, it 
addresses the reality of education, health, construction and housing, and the new social phenomena in these areas.
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PhD student at the European Centre for Palestine Studies at the University of Exeter, UK. Her academic interests 
span two distinct areas: food security and sustainable agrifood systems and Palestinian refugees. She holds a 
master's degree in food security and sustain development from the University of Rome and works as a consultant 
on food system and food security issues for international organizations, with several publications in this field.

Palestinian Refugees' Preferences for Return

This article analyses the preferences, expectations, and vision of Palestinian refugees in terms of return to 
historic Palestine. Using a mixed methods approach based on qualitative and quantitative primary data collected 
among Palestinian refugees in the West Bank and Jordan, the article explores the meaning and nature of that 
return, to where, and under what circumstances and conditions. While the Right of Return of continues to be 
held sacred by almost all refugees, preferences on the implementation of this vision vary between the West 
Bank and Jordan as well as across demographic, socio-economic, and locational characteristics of Palestinian 
refugees in both places. The political and policy implications of these multiple visions will influence the potential 
implementation of the realization of the Right of Return, the right to self-determination and evolving processes 
of decolonialization from settler colonization.
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Researcher and University Lecturer. He holds a master's degree in Israeli Studies and a PhD in Social Sciences and 
has published several books and peer-reviewed studies. He is interested in political sociology and Israeli affairs.

An Analytical Reading of Colonial Policies in the Israeli Prison System since 7 October

The study analyses the mechanisms of control, regulation, and domination employed by the Zionist 
settler-colonial system to exercise control over the bodies of Palestinian prisoners. It further examines the 
transformations in these mechanisms following Operation Al-Aqsa Flood on 7 October 2023, focusing on shifts 
in the colonial system's legal discourse and changes in policies of repression and torture. The analysis is grounded 
in Michel Foucault's concept of power – both sovereign and disciplinary – and the dynamics of their articulation 
to impose control over prisoners' bodies. Additionally, the study draws on social psychology theories to interpret 
the behaviour of Israeli prison guards. It seeks to answer several key questions, including: How does the Zionist 
settler-colonial authority use imprisonment as a tool for control and domination? What transformations have 
occurred in the colonial system's tools related to prisoners? It employs an interdisciplinary methodology, relying 
primarily on personal interviews with several prisoners, along with the analysis and review of reports relevant 
to the subject. Its contribution lies in the contemporary issue still unfolding: the impact of the Al-Aqsa Flood on 
colonial policies within prisons. It is based on the hypothesis that the nature of power within the Israeli colonial 
prison system has undergone a shift – from relying on disciplinary power to adopting a hybrid form of power, 
where sovereign and disciplinary power intertwine.
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Asma Al-Sharabati  

University Lecturer and Deputy Mayor of Hebron Municipality. She has recently completed a PhD in Social Sciences 
at Birzeit University titled: "The Representation of Palestinian Identity in the Palestinian School Textbooks: 
Inclusion & Exclusion Strategies". She's interested in Sociology of Education, Critical Discourse analysis in 
the school Textbooks, and Multimodal discourse Analysis. She is writing about Self/Other representation of 
Palestinians in Palestinian textbooks. She published the chapter "Palestinian Agency in Palestinian Textbooks" 
in a the book Conceptualizing Modern Palestine: Exemplars of Liberating Knowledge edited by Abdel Rahim Al-
Shaikh in 2011.

The Representation of Prisoners and Martyrs in Palestinian Textbooks: A Critical 

Discourse Analysis of Palestinian Authority Discourse

This paper analyses the representation of Palestinian Prisoners and Martyrs in Palestinian school textbooks, 
published by the Palestinian National Authority (PA), to explore the power discourse inside these textbooks and 
explore how these most vulnerable members of society have been depicted since 1948. On the methodological 
level, it uses Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to provide a methodological framework for analysing language 
from a social perspective, relying on Fairclough's methodology in analysing written texts and Van Leeuwen's 
social semiotics methodology for analysing multimodal text (MDA). The study argues that textbooks largely 
reflect institutional power relations. They do not express the suffering of prisoners or the history of martyrs, nor 
do they foster a strong relationship between the student and these groups, who are completely absent in many 
cases. In addition, as part of their exclusionary discourse, the texts deliberately ignore the concept of martyrdom 
and deprive anyone who was killed, executed, or assassinated by the Israeli occupation of the title of "martyr".
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Asmaa Mustafa  

English language teacher and recipient of the "Global Teacher of the Year 2020" title by the AKS Education Award 
Foundation in India. She was also recognised as the "Creative Teacher of Palestine for the year 2022" for her 
innovative use of eTwinning in teaching English. She has been working as a teacher since 2008 and is a member 
of the Digital Empowerment Team in the Palestinian Ministry of Education, and a certified Microsoft, Google and 
Apple teacher since 2020. As an educational researcher, she has published several papers in international journals 
and has written extensively for the manhajiyat journal and website about how the war has affected education in 
Gaza. She is carrying out several creative educational initiatives with students in displacement camps.

Gaza's Innovative Teachers: Candles in the Dark

In this genocidal war on the Gaza Strip, the life of the teacher has changed irrevocably, forced to leave their 
home and all their belongings behind, searching for survival, forcibly displaced like the other Palestinian families. 
This paper reviews the experience of the proactive teachers of Gaza who, despite the devastation that has been 
unleashed on the Strip since October 2023, have insisted on providing education to displaced children in shelters 
and displacement camps. The paper addresses the mechanisms of educational content and scheduling during 
a genocide, and the changing concepts of student attendance. The paper also presents the changing roles of 
teachers and the various challenges they face in these difficult circumstances, such as continuous shelling, 
recurring displacement, and a total lack of resources. It is based on the author's personal experience from October 
2023 until now, which has included bitter displacement experiences that have necessitated starting over time 
after time, guided by hope and striving to preserve children's reading and basic skills. The paper reflects on an 
alternative curriculum designed and adopted by teachers who took initiative in responding spontaneously to the 
circumstances they were thrown into and addressing their students' psychological and emotional needs.
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Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and Editing Director of Ostour journal for historical 
studies. Hamdan received her PhD from the Institute of Arab & Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter, UK, 
where she served as an assistant lecturer in the Political Science department. She was also awarded a fellowship 
at the Refugee Studies Centre at the University of Oxford. She edited Jerusalem: Ethnic Cleansing and Forms of 
Resistance (ACRPS, 2023).

Israel's War on Refugee Camps in the West Bank: Settler Colonialism and the 

Revenge Doctrine

This paper examines Israeli military strategies targeting Palestinian refugee camps in the West Bank, drawing 
on theories of urban warfare and settler colonialism, while evoking the concept of the "revenge doctrine" to 
describe Israel's behaviour as an entity operating with a "tribal logic." Israel has fallen back on tactics it has not 
used in the West Bank since Operation Defensive Shield in 2002, using air force, drones, and assassinations. 
These strategies are linked to its settler colonial mentality, in search of control and destruction, targeting the 
resistance and its social incubator in the Palestinian camps. In addition, the dimension of vengeance as a tribal 
logic considers the Palestinian resistance, and particularly the camps, a collective threat that requires "restoring 
balance and deterrence by carrying out retaliatory retaliation against the Palestinians." The study relies on data 
from 2020–2024 on Israel's targeting of Palestinian camps in the West Bank to clarify the relationship between 
urban warfare, revenge doctrine, and settler colonialism in the Palestinian context.
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Ayfer Erdoğan Şafak  

Lecturer in the department of Modern Languages at Yıldız Technical University. She holds a PhD in International 
Relations and Political Science from Yıldız Technical University and an MA in International Relations and Politics 
with specialization in Eurasian Studies from Uppsala University. Her research interests include authoritarianism, 
democratic transitions, post-Arab Spring political transitions, civil-military relations, and Islamist movements 
in the MENA region. She has widely published on a range of topics surrounding the contemporary Middle 
East politics. She is the author of Arab Spring-Arab Fall: Divergent Transitions in post-2011 Tunisia and Egypt 
(Lanham, Maryland: Lexington Books).

The Ideological and Strategic Transformation of Hamas Post-Arab Spring

The Arab Spring catalysed significant ideological adaptation and strategic decisions within Hamas. The 
movement's shift towards a more pragmatic political stance and reconfiguration of its regional alliances 
illustrates its adaptive strategies in response to the rapidly changing Middle Eastern political landscape. These 
adaptations underscore Hamas' efforts to navigate internal challenges and external exigencies while maintaining 
its core principle of resistance. This article first investigates the notable changes that Hamas underwent in its 
ideology, strategies, and foreign relations in the aftermath of the Arab Spring. It goes on to examine the path to 
the 7 October offensive through the internal changes within the organization and the external conditions that 
triggered a more militant and hardline approach. To this end, the article highlights the underlying reasons for 
the 7 October operation that reflect the complex and multifaceted nature of Hamas, balancing between political 
pragmatism and its core commitment to armed resistance.
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Post Doctoral Research Fellow at Queen's University of Belfast. Sobout is an active member of Academics for 
Palestine – a group that has been set up to help create awareness about issues relating to higher education in 
Palestine and to build the campaign in Ireland for the academic boycott of Israel. Her research interests sit at the 
intersection of feminist international relations, critical urban studies, grassroots peace building and transitional 
justice processes, specifically engaging with post-war geographies, geographies of (in) justice and displacement, 
as well as radical epistemologies. She has also worked with several local and International human rights and 
development organisations across South and West Asia and the UK/Ireland.

Anti-Colonial Feminist Solidarity and Politics of Location: How Do Irish Republican 

Feminists Engage with the Question of Palestine?

Different contexts shape different forms of Feminism. In this research I am interested in bringing Palestinian 
Feminism(s) into conversation with Irish Feminism(s) and looking at the question of Palestine from the lens of 
Irish feminists engaged with the anti-colonial, republican struggle in Ireland. Since 7 October there has been a 
resurgence of liberal orientalist and colonial feminist tropes by Zionist propagandists attempting to dehumanize 
the Palestinian people and denying their right to self-determination. This research is rooted in the urgency of 
building a transnational feminist solidarity with an anti-colonial and anti-imperial dimension, and engages with 
indigenous communities' struggles for land, life, and dignity. The paper is based on a study of articles, memoirs, 
and interviews with Irish republican women, and women who have been active participants in the armed 
struggle for a united Ireland free of British control. The research was born out of the necessity to articulate an 
anti-colonial feminist philosophy and political thought in the context of Palestinian liberation struggle.
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Professor in Media Studies and Head of the Journalism program at Doha Institute for graduate studies. Former 
Minister of Culture 2019-2021(Jordan). Former Dean of the Jordan Media Institute (JMI) 2013-2019. Former 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Jordan Radio and Television Corporation. Tweissi has developed several 
national strategic plans, including the National Strategy for the Dissemination of Media and Information Literacy 
2020-2024, and the National Population Communication Strategy 2017-2020. He led Jordan's national team to 
integrate media and information literacy concepts and skills into educational curricula in schools.

The Image of the Israeli Military and Security Establishment in US Media: 

Transformations in the Discourse of Power and Morality

The image of the Israeli army and security establishments has undergone remarkable development over the 
course of the Arab Israeli wars. The media has played a pivotal role in shaping this image, which reached its 
peak as the "invincible army" following the 1967 war. Despite the challenges faced by these institutions, the 
discourse of power and superiority has been strengthened by their increasing reliance on technology and precise 
assassination operations, giving the impression of superior security and intelligence services on a global level. In 
this context, Western media discourse, especially since the first Intifada in 1987, has worked to create the image of 
the "moral superiority" of the Israeli army over the past three decades. On 7 October 2023, on the 50th anniversary 
of the October 1973 War, this image was dealt a strong blow, accompanied by significant transformations in 
the media discourse. These transformations continued as the war on Gaza escalated and extended to Lebanon. 
This study reviews Western media discourse, with a focus on aspects of strength and ethics over three main 
stages: Operation Al-Aqsa Flood, the aerial bombardment of civilian neighbourhoods in Gaza, and the series of 
assassinations targeting the Hamas and Hezbollah leadership. It asks: Has this image actually changed since 7 
October 2023? The study relies on qualitative textual analysis of the content of opinion pieces from samples of 
US and British journalism, in addition to reviewing the literature and secondary sources, specifically studies of 
framing and media representation.
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Research Assistant at the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies, holding a master's degree in Conflict 
and Humanitarian Studies and a bachelor's in Sociology. Specialized in analysing the discourse of humanitarian 
organizations during times of war. She previously worked on humanitarian projects in Gaza Strip, contributing to 
documentation and coordination efforts as part of a dedicated team.

Beyond Rubble: Addressing Environmental Destruction in Gaza's Post-War 

Reconstruction

This article examines the deliberate environmental degradation in Gaza, arguing that the destruction of critical 
resources constitutes a form of collective punishment. Israel's military operations have devastated both the built 
environment and ecological systems, resulting in a multifaceted environmental crisis. During the recent conflict, 
an estimated 65,000 tons of hazardous chemicals were deployed, contaminating Gaza's air, water, and agricultural 
land. This war is further compounded by the destruction of water infrastructure, fuel blockades, and deforestation, 
which collectively undermine the region's ecological and human sustainability. The environmental impact of the 
conflict stretches beyond immediate damage, posing long-term challenges to public health, biodiversity, and the 
overall liveability of Gaza. These actions breach international legal frameworks that prohibit the use of chemical 
and biological agents harmful to both ecosystems and civilians. The blockade of essential resources such as water 
and electricity further exacerbates Gaza's vulnerability, reducing the population's ability to recover and sustain 
life in the future. Reconstruction efforts must address not only the physical infrastructure but also prioritize 
ecological restoration to avoid prolonging the suffering of Gaza's people. Without integrating environmental 
recovery into post-conflict rebuilding, the region risks becoming trapped in a cycle of environmental collapse and 
human hardship. This article draws on environmental reports, international conventions, legal frameworks, such 
as the Geneva Conventions and interviews with technical expertise to argue that environmental rehabilitation 
is essential for fostering long-term stability and sustainability in Gaza.
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Historian and PhD candidate on the social sciences program at Birzeit University, he works as a researcher at 
the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, responsible for the Palestine Memory Project and Palestine 
Coordinator at the Countries Committee of the Encyclopedia Arabica. His research focuses on the history of the 
Palestinian armed resistance, with a special emphasis on the period 1947-1970. His recent publications include: 
An Ephemeral Event, Nablus under Occupation (June 1967/March 1968): Memoir and Documents of Hamdi Taher 
Kanaan Study and Verification (Beirut: Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, 2023) and "'They Met in 
Captivity'… Fighters of Occupied Palestine" (June 1967-September 1970), in: Conceptualizing Modern Palestine: 
Exemplars of Liberating Knowledge (Beirut: Institute for Palestine Studies, 2023: 193-224).

Decisive Statement: "Is Britain the Root of the Problem?!" The Question of the 

Revolution Against the British Colonial Project in Palestine (1930-1935)

This paper is a reading of the history of questions related to the British presence in Palestine: Is it a mandate or a 
colony? What should the priority of the people of Palestine be? Should they confront this presence in the name 
of independence achieved by revolution, or channel  into confronting the Zionist project in Palestine? The paper 
focuses on one trajectory of the "campaign for the idea of independence", based on a cross-reading of various 
primary sources, from questions to answers, and from preaching to action, during an exceptional period between 
two revolutions (1930-1935). This reading tracks the initial questions and answers that took the Buraq uprising as a 
launchpad for advocating the independence idea, considering Britain "the root of the problem", and the outcomes 
of these questions and answers as time progressed, including the generational conflict embedded within them. 
It also examines moments of hesitation among advocates of the independence idea between hope and despair, 
and their varied responses to these moments, leading to the decisive statement with the testimony of Izz al-Din 
al-Qassam, whose declaration that "Britain is the root of the problem" transitioned from being an answer for 
some of Palestine's elite to an answer for the majority involved in the national cause for subsequent years.
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Research Associate at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies and a Visiting Fellow at the Institute of Migration 
Studies at the Lebanese American University. She holds a master's degree in Social Work from Columbia 
University. Her research focuses on identity development among marginalized and disenfranchised communities, 
perceptions of mental health among survivors of political violence, and trauma-informed methodologies. Her 
academic and professional experience includes teaching positions at institutions in the United States and Jordan, 
in addition to her work with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Turkey, Uganda, and Jordan. 
Al-Azzeh has published on topics related to the application of trauma-informed approaches in research with 
traumatized and displaced populations, refugee resettlement, and attachment dynamics among children of 
migrant domestic workers.

Growing up Uprooted: Experiences of Marginalization in Shaping the National 

Identity of Palestinian Youth in Lebanon

This study investigates the nuanced experiences and challenges faced by Palestinian adolescents and emerging 
adults residing in Lebanon as they navigate their Palestinian national identity. Through 21 in-depth interviews, 
including 16 with youth from the Mar Elias and Burj Al-Brajneh camps and 5 with key informants, the research 
uncovers diverse trajectories in national identity exploration within a refugee camp context. Notably, findings 
challenge the prevailing notion that marginalized groups strengthen their identification with their heritage 
in response to discrimination. While this phenomenon was observed to some extent, the Palestinian youth 
in Lebanon exhibit a more complex relationship with their national identity, shaped by unique socio-political 
pressures. This paper contributes to a deeper understanding of national identity formation under protracted 
displacement, offering new perspectives on identity politics and adaptation among marginalized populations.
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Daoud Al-Ghoul  

PhD candidate in Human Geography at Newcastle University. He received his BA in Political Science, and MA in 
Jerusalem Studies from Al Quds University. He has experience working in different fields, including with local 
Palestinian and international organizations. He worked as a tour guide for more than 10 years.

Restructuring Geographies of Political Leadership in al-Quds/Jerusalem

This paper discusses the emerging geographies of Jerusalem over the last two decades. It focuses on the 
restructuring of the political leadership in the city, and the ways that neoliberal settler colonialism affects 
Palestinian society its. The last two decades are distinctive for the ways that political change in Jerusalem has 
come about through Palestinian participation in Israeli settler colonial governing and nongovernmental bodies. 
This includes and goes beyond the context of municipal elections. Drawing on extensive fieldwork in Jerusalem, 
in this paper I examine Israel's dismantling and targeting of the Palestinian political structure in Jerusalem via 
different mechanisms. This process enables Israel to restructure a dependent class from a Palestinian bourgeoisie 
and middle class who can serve and benefit from colonialism, as this paper maps out and critiques in the paper. 
The study thus contributes to an important scholarly discussion on the ongoing political changes in Palestine and 
Jerusalem specifically.
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Durgham Saif  

Professor of International Law at Al-Quds University, Palestine, where he is Head of its Israeli Law Department. 
Saif received his Doctorate from Georgetown University, in 2013. He holds a master's degree in International 
and Human Rights Law from the American University, Washington College of Law (2004) and graduated with 
a bachelor's degree in Law from Tel Aviv University, Buchmann Faculty of Law, (1996). Saif specializes in Public 
International Law and Humanitarian Law, in addition to constitutional and Administrative Law.

Rethinking the Palestinians' Status in Israel

Israel is a rogue state, demonstrating through words and actions that it does not respect international legal 
obligations imposed on it pertinent to Palestinians in the Occupied Territories. It views with contempt the 
concept of the rule of law pertinent to its Palestinian citizens. Therefore, all Palestinian civil rights discourse 
within the context of the Israeli legal system is doomed to failure. Thus, the article contends that an alternative 
legal and political framework is necessary and aims to definitively demonstrate that the quest for Palestinians' 
full equality has indeed failed, and more importantly still that it is not attainable through existing legal structures 
within the Israeli legal regime. With Israel's renewed and genocidal war on Gaza, the issues this article grapples 
with become ever more crucial. Palestinians in Israel should advocate for replacing naïve confidence in civil rights 
discourse with an assertion of Palestinian rights, rooted in their history and rights to national sovereignty in their 
homeland. An end that might be reached by an alternative legal framework as suggested in the article aspires to 
form a sovereign people's treaty system.
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Elhoucine Chougrani  

Professor of International law and International Relations the Cadi Ayyad University. He received his doctoral 
degree in 2003. He is the General Director of The Arab Journal of International Law-ARJIL. His man research areas 
cover International Environmental Law, Water, Climate Justice, and the Rights of Future Generations. His most 
recent publication is Contradictions in International Law – A Preliminary Analysis (Center for Arab Unity Studies, 
2019). His professional experience also includes serving as Accountant General at the Moroccan Ministry of 
Economy and finance (2002-2014).

A Comparative Study of the Pleadings of Regional Organizations before the 

ICJ on the Legal Consequences of Israel's Policies and Practices in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territories

This article compares the substantive features of the arguments of the regional organizations (the League of Arab 
States, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and the African Union) before the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) on 26 February 2024 regarding the legal consequences arising from the policies and practices of the Israeli 
occupation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The article adopts a descriptive and analytical approach to 
identify the overlaps or discontinuities between the arguments and the legal content of the ICJ Advisory Opinion 
(19 July 2024). The findings include a relative congruence between the pleadings of the regional organizations 
and the content of the Advisory Opinion, particularly with regard to the existence of serious violations of Jus 
Cogens, the right to self-determination and the prohibition of the compulsory acquisition of land by the Israeli 
occupying power. Consequently, the pleadings and the advisory opinion do not call for aid and assistance to the 
occupying power and recognition of the situation created by annexation, appropriation, and occupation. The 
article concludes that there are structural obstacles related to the inability of Arab/Islamic states to decolonize 
Palestine and offers practical steps to support the Palestinian people and establish effective communication 
with civil society in Palestine.
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Emile Badarin  

Researcher and lecturer in Middle East and International Politics, Politics of Recognition, Palestine/Israel and 
Colonial Studies. He holds a PhD in Middle East Politics from the University of Exeter, UK. He has authored 
two books and more than 20 peer-reviewed articles and book chapters in leading international journals. His 
forthcoming book, Politics of Recognition of Settler Colonial States: Normalizing Dispossession and Elimination 
in Palestine will be published with I.B Tauris later this year.

Settler Colonial Recognition and the Spectre of Elimination and Genocide 

in Palestine

Focusing on Palestine, this article examines the hidden and darker side of colonial recognition politics. It argues 
that settler colonial entities employ recognition as a tool to impose normative and material transformations on 
colonized peoples. To this end, Zionist/Israeli recognition policies are examined to understand the role recognition 
plays in enabling the erasure of the Palestinian people. The article suggests that settler colonial recognition 
in general – and Zionist recognition politics in particular – serve as primary mechanisms for advancing the 
elimination of Indigenous peoples. This is achieved by constructing normative frameworks that facilitate the 
erasure of Indigenous presence. Settler colonial recognition politics and demands are contingent on two central 
pillars: land and population – both of which form the core of the settler-Indigenous struggle and the basis of 
sovereignty. Israeli recognition politics aim to construct both internal and external normative frameworks that 
expedite the colonization of Palestine by erasing the Palestinian presence within it.
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Fadi Elhindi  

Deputy Director General and Director of the Gaza Office of the Welfare Association, one of the largest organizations 
operating in Palestine. He holds a master's degree in Management, an International Diploma in Modern 
Management, and a bachelor's degree in Engineering. He has worked for 23 years in development programs and 
projects within Palestine and has managed several Palestinian and international civil society organizations in the 
Gaza Strip. He has previously worked as a consultant for  international and local organizations and as a trainer 
in program management and attracting funding for local and international entities, in addition to spending two 
years in an academic role at Al Aqsa University in the field of civil society organization management.

National Initiatives for Access to Education and the Survival of Educational 

Institutions

This presentation introduces and discusses various initiatives currently in place and under development based on 
national recommendations for the continuity of teaching and learning in the Gaza Strip at all educational stages, 
particularly in light of the ongoing genocide and future challenges. University education has been supported 
through the national Isnad program, which aims to strengthen the resilience of higher education institutions 
in Gaza by enabling remote education systems at universities and reducing the suffering of educational cadres, 
while also mitigating the problem of brain drain. In terms of school education, a two-pronged approach has 
been adopted, built on extensive discussions with relevant authorities both inside and outside the country. This 
approach first focuses on empowering existing community and institutional educational initiatives by improving 
their quality, increasing their reach, and organizing their operations. Second, it emphasizes the development of 
future initiatives to create an educational system that aligns with the realities of Gaza and ensures the continuity 
of the educational process under an institutional and governance framework. The initiatives underscore the 
importance of investing in the professional development of educational staff and ensuring they are equipped 
with the necessary skills to adapt to future teaching methodologies, all while aligning with the national vision 
for educational continuity.
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Faozi AlGoidi  

Visiting Fellow at the Middle East Council on Global Affairs. He received a master's in History from the Doha 
institute for Graduate Studies. His resrearch centres on the contemporary history of Yemen and the Gulf, 
especially social movements, conflict resolution, and state formation. He has published several studies and 
contributes to research and analysis on the social and political dynamics of Yemen and the Gulf states and how 
they shape relations between them.

Yemenis in Palestine: From the Nakba to the Invasion of Beirut

This paper examines the role of Yemenis in the Arab Israeli conflict from the 1948 Nakba to the 1982 invasion of 
Beirut. It focuses on three key historical milestones: the Nakba, the Wars of Attrition, and the invasion of Beirut, 
highlighting the role and sacrifices of Yemenis. The study highlights Yemeni contributions to supporting the 
Palestinian cause and document their role in the resistance, thereby enriching the collective memory of Arab 
resistance. The research relies on diverse primary sources, including archival documents, oral testimonies, and 
interviews with eyewitnesses, to document and highlight the Yemeni role beyond fabricated narratives. It also 
seeks to reinforce the collective memory of Arab resistance and emphasize the importance of continued support 
for the Palestinian cause.
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Ferdoos Abed Rabo Alissa  

Assistant Professor on the Social Work program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies in Qatar. Her 
latest publications include "Self-Efficacy and Traumatic Events Among Palestinian Refugee Children Living in 
Bethlehem Refugee Camps: A Cross-Sectional Study", in Working with vulnerable populations: A multicultural 
perspective; "The Biopolitical Control of the Bodies and Motherhood of Palestinian Wives of Political Detainees" 
in Omran, and "Home invasions as incursion into body and homeland: Feminism and the politics of life and death 
in Palestine", in International Feminist Journal of Politics.

Gaza Women as Narrators of the Present: Daily Suffering and the Daily Pursuit 

of Survival: A Content Analysis of Social Media

This paper emphasizes the importance of women's narratives as a source for researchers, social workers, and 
those interested in matters of justice. The paper was born of the need to understand women's extraordinary 
experiences and the endless daily suffering that accompanies them. In parallel, the paper presents the means 
women use to confront and endure during the genocidal war on the Gaza Strip by analysing the stories and 
experiences of one hundred and sixty-one women narrated during the first seven months of the genocide since 
October 2023. These narratives were included in 78 video clips published on YouTube.
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Ghada Alatrash  

Assistant Professor at the School of Critical and Creative Studies at Alberta University of the Arts, Calgary, Canada. 
She holds a PhD in Educational Research from the University of Calgary and an MA in English from the University of 
Oklahoma. Alatrash's research is grounded in anti-Orientalist, anti-colonial, anti-racist, and transnational feminist 
frameworks that interrogate and challenge Western hegemonic narratives on Arabs. Her current research and 
translations speak to Syrian art and creative expression as resistance to dictatorship. Her recent translation of 
Syrian Fadi Azzam's Huddud's House was named by Kirkus Reviews as Best Fiction in Translation of 2024

Palestinian and Native American Literature as Resistance and "Memory for 

Forgetfulness"

This essay looks at the ways, and intersections, in which both Palestinian and Native American literature are 
evoked as resistance to historical amnesia. I grapple with the struggles between those who do not want to 
remember and those who cannot forget. I turn to the language of resistance, and to how literature is engaged by 
Native American Joy Harjo and Palestinian Mahmoud Darwish as counter-narratives that may come to disrupt 
and challenge the dominant narratives of colonialism and occupation; narratives that assert, write, tell, and 
expose a silenced history and a subjugated cultural identity; and ones that write against the absenting and 
erasure of a collective memory.
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She received a PhD in Social Science from Birzeit University in 2023 with a dissertation on "The Bureaucratic 
Experience in the Palestinian Public Sector in the West Bank". She completed a master's degree in social science 
and another in International Relations from the same university. She has worked as a lecturer at Birzeit University 
in the Department of Social Science and at Al-Quds Open University in the Department of Social Science. She 
has also worked in the Ministry of Finance in the General Administration of Management and Financial Affairs. 
Her published articles include "The Transformations of the Concepts of the State, Colonialism, Capitalism 
and Bureaucracy" (2024), "The Oslo Accord and the establishment of Colonial Bureaucracy (2020), "The Druze 
between Colonialism and Isolation" (2019), and "Jerusalem in Palestinian Fine Art" (2017).

Neoliberal Bureaucracy: Ramallah Case Study

This article explores the concept of neo-liberal bureaucracy, derived from Béatrice Hibou's book The 
Bureaucratization of the World in the Neoliberal Era. In her work, Hibou develops a theoretical framework for 
understanding this concept, examining its dimensions and the impact it has on our comprehension of the global 
system. She argues that neoliberal bureaucracy has fostered an abstracted rationality, where abstraction itself 
has become the prevailing reality. This is due to the domination of market philosophy and the institutional 
mechanisms. Hibou identifies three key aspects of neoliberal bureaucracy: the overlap between the public and 
the private, the overlap between formal and informal relations, legitimizing internal conflicts, and living in the 
social imagination. This article explores the reality of the West Bank by evaluating the extent to which neoliberal 
bureaucracy manifests through Hibou's proposed levels. The research employs a qualitative approach, based 
on in-depth interviews with 13 respondents. The key finding of the study reveals that neoliberal bureaucracy 
has infiltrated the West Bank by abstracting reality, creating an overlap between the public and private 
spheres, overlap between formal and informal relationships (the abstract and the non-abstract), spreading 
multidimensional conflicts, and living in the social imagination.
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Hala Abou Zaki  

Anthropologist an Associate Researcher at The Migrations and Society Research Unit (URMIS), Paris, currently 
conducting a research project on scattered Palestinian families, funded by the Gerda Henkel Foundation. She 
holds a PhD in Social Anthropology from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS), France. Her 
dissertation focuses on the social history of the Shatila Palestinian refugee camp in Lebanon. She collaborated 
on a research program on young people's trajectories from education to employment in Lebanon and Jordan at 
Oxford Brookes University, England and has recently worked on the disappeared during Lebanon's Civil war with 
the NGO Act for the Disappeared, and collaborates with the Institute for Palestine Studies on the Interactive 
Encyclopedia of the Palestine Question project.

Tel al-Zaatar: A Forgotten History? Violence and Memory in a Palestinian Refugee 

Camp in Lebanon

This paper examines the history of the Palestinian refugee camp of Tel al-Zaatar, which was established in the 
eastern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, following the Nakba. The camp was completely destroyed in August 1976 
after its population was besieged and massacred by Lebanese right-wing militias, resulting in thousands of 
deaths and many disappearances. This presentation examines the marginalization of the history of Tel al-Zaatar 
and analyses the camp's ongoing existence, in dispersion, through various forms of collective mobilization, 
people's memory of the camp, and the search for the fate of those who disappeared during the massacres.
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Hosni Mlitat  

Assistant Professor at the University of Sohar in Oman, specializing in criticism, comparative literature, and 
cultural studies, holding a PhD from the Autonomous University of Madrid. He has published numerous 
peer-reviewed research papers in various international journals, participated in many international conferences, 
and translated several intellectual and literary books from Spanish.

The Memory of the Nakba in Contemporary Spanish Narrative

This paper focuses on interpreting the mnemonic meaning of the Nakba era by studying its "post" 
dimension – specifically, works that depict the impact of the Nakba on Palestinian life and define the Palestinian 
"destiny" after 1948. The study uses the novels The Scent of Lavender and Amal as examples, along with The 
Tale of a Wall by the imprisoned Palestinian writer Naser Abu Sorour, to develop comparative ideas between 
Spanish and Arabic texts. The study analyses the creative literary vision expressed in Spanish and highlights its 
significance in portraying the Palestinian reality shaped by the Nakba. This is achieved through the representation 
of the camp space, considered one of the most significant depictions of the Nakba, and by exploring the lives, 
hopes, and aspirations of its residents as conveyed through imagined narrative characters rooted in lived reality.
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Professor of History, Language, and Intercultural Communication at the Institute of Applied Studies at the 
University of Berlin. She completed her PhD in Social Sciences/Cultural Studies at Humboldt University of Berlin. 
She holds a master's degree in German Civilization and Political Science from the University of Salzburg in 
Austria, as well as a second master's degree in Social Sciences. Her professional experience includes working in 
the German Parliament as an assistant to deputies from the Social Democratic Party and the Green Party in the 
Committees on Rights and Freedoms and International Cooperation (the parliamentary committee for relations 
with the Maghreb).

Collective Memory and Justification for the Extermination of the Other in 

Western Democracies: The Discourse of German and French Foreign Policy 

between Kosovo and Gaza

This paper, based on Maurice Halbwachs' notions of collective memory and Paul Ricoeur's concepts of instrumental 
memory and manipulated memory, highlights how Germany and France employ collective memory and historically 
motivated arguments to justify their foreign policies and military interventions. Germany and France were selected 
as models due to their political importance at both the European and global levels, as well as the similarities in 
their foreign policies in the selected cases, namely the 1999 Kosovo War and the ongoing war on Gaza. A discourse 
analysis approach will be adopted as an interpretive method, emphasizing the importance of language as a means 
of socially constructing identities. Here, the focus is not on causality (how history and memory policies influence 
the behaviour of German and French foreign policies), but rather on the reasons for action (how figures and actors 
in the discourse in both countries impose a certain interpretation of selected events, experiences, and symbols from 
the past, creating a modified memory capable of supporting military action and justifying complicity in genocide). 
Despite the apparent divergence between the fields of "collective memory politics" and "foreign policy," which 
has led to a clear neglect of this topic by Arab political science, this paper illuminates the intersection between 
these two fields, demonstrating the significant importance of "collective memory politics" in exposing bias and 
hegemony through the logic of normative and identity justification.
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Hussein Ayaseh  

Associate Professor of Civil Law, Department of Law, Faculty of Law and Public Administration, Birzeit University 
– Palestine. He holds a PhD in Civil Law from the Faculty of Legal, Economic and Social Sciences in Tangier, 
Morocco, with distinction. He has published widely in peer-reviewed journals on the subject of land ownership 
in Palestine. He has also published two Arabic books: Original Real Rights and Land Ownership in Palestine, 
approved for teaching in Palestinian law schools. In addition, he is an experienced lawyer in real estate matters 
and a consultant to many local and international institutions operating in Palestine.

Pastoral Settlement in the West Bank as a New Means of Seizing Land

The study examines one of the new forms of settlement adopted by the Israeli occupation in the West Bank, 
implemented by individual settlers under the pretext of pastoral or agricultural settlement. This approach is 
designed to seize the largest possible area of Palestinian land to achieve the broader objective of annexing the 
West Bank to the occupying state. The paper addresses a central question regarding the legal impact of this form 
of settlement in light of the local and international legislation invoked by the Israeli occupation to justify its 
actions. The study employs a descriptive method to outline the relevant legal texts in domestic and international 
law, alongside an analytical approach to assess and interpret these legal provisions.
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Ibrahim Rabaia  

Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Relations at Birzeit university and until early 2024, 
Editor–in–Chief of Palestinian Affairs. His research interests include political economy and development, 
Palestinian politics, the politics of sport, and the politics of energy in the Palestinian context. His recent 
publications include: "Jenin Camp: Targeting Camps in the Northern West Bank", in Palestinian Studies; "Policies 
without Sovereignty: Palestinian Electricity under Occupation in Gaza", in Al-Muntaqa, "US Israeli Relations and 
the War on Gaza: Continuity and Change", in Al-Mustaqbal Al- Arabi with Lourdes Habash; and "The Hidden War 
on Higher Education: Unmasking the 'Educide' in Gaza" in POMEPS Studies with Lourdes Habash.

Weaponizing Infrastructure: The Israeli Colonial Approach in Jenin

Since its incursion into Jenin in early July 2023, Israel has systematically employed infrastructure as a means of 
exerting pressure on Palestinians, a response to the escalating resistance observed in the Northern West Bank that 
summer. Following the events of 7 October 2023, this strategy has intensified, focusing on inflicting irreversible and 
cumulative damage, particularly within refugee camps, to the extent of rendering them uninhabitable. This paper 
analyses the objectives of this approach and situates it within the broader context of Israeli colonial thought since 
1967. It traces the utilization of infrastructure as a weapon in Jenin and explores the implications of this strategy 
for the socio-political realities of the Northern West Bank, with a specific focus on Jenin. The study posits that 
the occupation in the West Bank employs infrastructure as a weapon as part of a broader consolidation strategy 
for colonial governance, aimed at weakening Palestinian resistance. From an Israeli perspective, infrastructure is 
perceived as a twofold instrument: it can facilitate calm and serve as a "reward" for security and stability, while 
simultaneously functioning as a mechanism of punishment and coercion.
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Imed Ben Labidi  

Associate Professor and Filmmaker in the Media Studies program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. He 
received his PhD from the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. His work engages with the politics of representation 
of Arabs, Islam, and Muslims in Western media and popular discourse. His studies and articles on the racialization 
of Muslims and their vilification in the entertainment industry have appeared globally in peer-reviewed journals 
such as Cultural Politics and the International Journal of Cultural Studies. His most recent film, Alma Under the 
Rubble (2024) received the Best Short Animation Award in the Hollywood Golden Age Film Festival.

"Unchilding" Palestine: Media Representation and the Limits of Civilizational 

Discourse

In the context of lingering and shifting colonial perceptions of civilized and premodern cultures and peoples, 
this article engages with the ways Palestinian children under settler-colonial occupation have been otherized, 
and disqualified from western Enlightenment discourse on children's rights. Whereas Europe's Enlightenment 
and civilizational discourse represented the purity and uniqueness of European children and promoted their 
innocence and rights to care and protection as timeless universal values, the very mechanisms of representation 
feature an exclusionary logic that disavows the besieged, threatened, and terrorized child "of Europe's cultural 
other" from the domain of its civilizational moral obligation. Using discourse analysis to examine a variety 
of visual and textual media configurations and to identify their ideological sources, the article explains how 
Palestinian children have been constituted as an extension of their forefathers presumed pre-modern, backward 
oriental savage societies. Hence, to "unchild" Palestinians by subjecting them to incarceration, starvation, or 
death, even though undesirable, the article further argues, become necessary measures to contain the child's 
contamination by the same cultural irrationality of his/her oriental parents.
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Journalist and political analyst. He earned a bachelor's degree in history and political science in 1996. He began 
his journalism career in 1998, working in local written and electronic media within the Palestinian community. 
In 2003, he joined Radio Al-Shams, an Arab radio station broadcasting from Nazareth. Khoury has advanced 
through various roles at Radio Al-Shams, including reporter and presenter, and since 2010 has served as the news 
director. He has participated in numerous Arab and international conferences and remains deeply engaged in 
reporting on key regional and local issues.

The Genocidal War on Gaza and Its Impact on Israel: Where Is Israel Heading?

The 7 October offensive marked a pivotal moment in the longstanding Israel-Palestine conflict and reshaped 
the political landscape of the region. This presentation delves into the repercussions of this event, which have 
gone far beyond military and security concerns, exposing deep-seated dysfunctions within Israeli society and 
state institutions. The attack revealed vulnerabilities in the once-sacrosanct belief in the supremacy of the Israeli 
army and its deterrent power, as well as in the intelligence and security control over the Palestinian system. On 
a societal level, Israel has witnessed a disturbing rise in right-wing extremism, with growing racist discourse 
against Palestinians and widening internal divisions. These rifts are felt not only between Arabs and Jews but 
also within the Jewish community, particularly between religious extremists advocating for a Greater Israel, 
the Haredim who resist military service, and the more moderate centrists and leftists. Politically, the war has 
strengthened the influence of far-right factions within the government while moderates have lost ground, and 
trust in traditional political institutions continues to erode.
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Lecturer in Clinical Psychology at the University of Glasgow. She holds a PhD and an MA in Clinical Developmental 
Psychology, a BA in Psychology and an advanced diploma in Quantitative Methods from York University, Canada. 
She also completed a postgraduate certificate in academic practice at the University of Glasgow and is a member 
of the UK Trauma Council and the Glasgow Climate Change and Health Network. Her clinical and research 
expertise are in child and youth mental health. In her research, she examines the pathways to serious mental 
health difficulties in young people particularly as a function of stress and adversity. She is also interested in 
young people's future thinking and its intersection with wellbeing.

A Psychological Investigation of Palestinian Youth's Future Thinking: Lessons in 

Steadfastness

The aim in this exploratory study was to characterize Palestinian youth's future thinking in terms of content, 
scope, and function. A qualitative design was used. To this end, Individual online interviews were conducted 
with 11 participants (mean age 20.73 years), all of whom are residents of the West Bank or Jerusalem. The paper 
analyses qualitative data in the form of transcripts obtained from the individual interviews using Reflexive 
Thematic Analysis. The themes identified from the transcripts were grouped into three overarching domains: 1) 
Dream big, we don't know if we will live until tomorrow; 2) Push and pull relationship between our personal and 
collective futures in Palestine; and 3) Riding the wave of future thinking: the ups and downs and why it matters 
most. The paper explores the aspirations and challenges that permeate the youth's future thinking, the tension 
between their personal and collective futures, and the implications of future thinking for Palestinian youth
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Senior Research Fellow and Lecturer for the Institute of Political Science at the University of the Bundeswehr 
Munich, Germany. He previously worked at the Middle East and Africa Division of the German Institute for 
International and Security Affairs (SWP) in Berlin. From 2017 to 2022, he was a member of the Arab German 
Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA). Since 2025 he has been Editor-in-Chief of the German 
Journal of International Relations. His research has been widely published in peer-reviewed journals suc0068 as 
Middle East Critique, International Political Sociology, and Mediterranean Politics. He has published four books, 
among them De-Constructing the Dynamics of World-Societal Order: The Power of Governmentality in Palestine 
(Routledge, 2018).

Global Palestine against the Wall: Street Art as a Counter-Hegemonic Everyday 

Practice of Space Appropriation and Resistance

This paper is a critical engagement with the street art of Palestine, portraying it as a quotidian practice that 
is directed at infrastructural and discursive space appropriation. By making use of conceptual advancements 
from spatial sociology (especially Henri Lefebvre), everyday sociology (e.g. Michel de Certeau) and insights from 
postcolonial scholarship, I argue that street art not only serves to appropriate space in Palestine but also to 
integrate the country into an overarching global context. On the one hand, the pervasiveness of street art in 
Palestine is the result of the global diffusion of street art as a feature of popular (youth) culture. On the other, the 
countless graffiti on the separation wall with messages in English bear witness to the globalization of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and international solidarity with the Palestinians. Participant observation and interviews 
with artists contribute to a deeper understanding of the functions and patterns of street art in Palestine. The 
paper offers a critical revision of street art on the West Bank separation barrier, noting that most Palestinian 
artists refrain from painting it as this would represent recognizing the wall's existence. Moreover, it explores the 
diverse uses and political implications of street art in the context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; whether as 
a means of communication during the first intifada, to commemorate martyrs, to claim territory or as counter-
hegemonic everyday resistance. The paper subsequently argues that street art is an artistic practice of the 
everyday with considerable political implications.
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Vice-Chancellor of Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah University, Rajouri, J&K and a Professor of International Relations 
at Aligarh Muslim University, India.

Zionism and Apartheid: The Ideological Underside of Liberal Modernity

While South Africa accusing Israel of Apartheid at the International Court of Justice, Zionists present Israel as 
a beacon of progress in an otherwise atavistic Arab world. To problematize this claim, one must consider the 
logic of liberal modernity underpinning both Zionism and Apartheid. Liberalism arose not from an ambition for 
freedom, but from the assertion of the rising bourgeoisie to have the "equal" right to violate slaves and women 
as enjoyed by the sovereign monarch. The universality imagined by liberal modernity was narrow: propertied, 
white, and male. Thus, a binary emerged: the sacred "community of the free" versus a threatening barbaric horde. 
In Apartheid South Africa, Afrikaner nationalists viewed themselves as agents of industrial progress against 
inherently rural Africans. Today, Zionists claim to defend "civilization" against Islamic fanaticism. Breaking free 
from liberal modernity's binary logic is essential for viable political solutions.



60

Jumana Janazreh  

Research Assistant at Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS).

Economic Impacts of Israeli Industrial Zones in the West Bank

This paper explores the multifaceted impacts of Israeli industrial zones in the West Bank, focusing on their role as 
tools for settlement expansion and the Judaization of the occupied land, extending beyond being mere economic 
projects. The study demonstrates how these industrial zones exploit geographical locations and infrastructure 
to undermine the Palestinian economy while asserting Israeli control over the land. At a deeper level, these 
industrial zones represent a modern and sophisticated form of Israeli colonial infrastructure. They are not merely 
profit-driven constructions; rather, they serve as colonial tools that significantly permeate Palestinian society, 
shaping lifestyles by restricting the economic choices available to Palestinians. These zones are designed to 
remain outside of Palestinian sovereignty, and are closely integrated with the Israeli economy. This integration 
further entrenching the dependency of the Palestinian economy and diminishes its potential for independence.
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Co-Founder of the Institute for De-Colonising Theory (IDCtheory). PhD candidate in Cinema Studies at New 
York University and holds an MA in Middle Eastern, South Asian, and African Studies from Columbia University. 
He studies the history, politics, and aesthetics of Egyptian Cinema and focuses on the relationship between 
old and new waves of filmmaking in Egypt. His research interests include decolonization, national/gender 
representations, "new waves," and sub/genre in cinema.

Hijacking Aesthetics as Cinematic Decolonization: Palestinian Guerilla Filmmaking 

and its Afterlives

This paper reads Palestinian cinematic practices as forging new aesthetics that transcend traditional categories. I 
argue that Palestinians actively appropriate and repurpose filmmaking modes, hijack and cannibalize aesthetics, 
decolonize the colonial gaze, and create new aesthetics as well as new realities. First, I highlight multiple incidents 
in which Palestinians have resisted and countered colonial aesthetics and imperialist image-making apparatuses 
since the invention of moving images – by appropriating the aesthetics of silent actualities, documentary 
filmmaking, narrative cinema, guerrilla or Third cinema, and newsreels. Then, I switch to recent footage by Al-
Qassam Brigades and analyse their hijacking of many cinematic, media, and news aesthetics, including that 
of POV video games. I situate these recent clips of armed resistance within a deep-rooted Palestinian media 
archaeology, analysing their affinities to older revolutionary aesthetics, and a wider media ecology, looking at 
the ways they circulate.
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Khaled Anabtawi  

PhD candidate in Sociology and Anthropology at the Graduate Institute of International and Development 
Studies (IHEID) in Geneva and a researcher at the Mada al-Carmel Center in Haifa. His research focuses on the 
sociology of identity and sectarianism, settler colonialism in Palestine, and social movements. His publications 
include a study on the Sheikh Jarrah uprising within the Green Line (Omran, 2023); "Uprising amidst Liminality: 
The Sociology of Popular Action in the Green Line" (Mada al-Carmel Center, 2024); a monograph on Christian 
communities in Palestine (Webfo and Dar al-Kalima University); and a study examining Israel's relationship with 
the world Jewry (Institute for Palestine Studies).

Between Homeland and the Trap of Citizenship: Palestinians within the Green 

Line and the Dialectic of Control and Co-Optation

This paper analyses the situation of Palestinians within the Green Line, focusing on their entrapment between 
homeland and citizenship. It argues that their socio-political actions must be understood in the context of this dual 
crisis, which has profoundly shaped their collective experience. The paper contends that this crisis has intensified 
over the past two decades due to shifts in Israeli policies, particularly through what it terms the "dialectic of 
control and containment". By exploring these two dimensions – political control and economic co-optation/
economic containment – the paper conceptualizes Israeli policies toward this group and the resulting social 
and economic transformations they have undergone. It argues that this crisis-laden reality propels Palestinians 
toward seemingly contradictory paths, fostering both rejection and silence.
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Khaled Mahajna  

Lawyer specialized in defending Palestinian political detainees and prisoners, as well as handling human 
rights cases in Israeli military and civil courts. He has worked on numerous prominent cases, including those 
of detainees from the "Dignity Uprising" in Palestine, in addition to representing the prisoners of the "Freedom 
Tunnel" (the Gilboa Prison escape operation) before Israeli courts following their re-arrest in September 2021. He 
also works on cases involving Palestinian prisoners and detainees from the Gaza Strip who have been arrested 
since the launch of the ongoing war on Gaza.

Psychological Frustration as a Motivation for Freedom: A Case Study of Gilboa Prison

On 6 September 2021, six Palestinian prisoners successfully escaped from Gilboa Prison, one of the Israel's 
most fortified prisons, by digging themselves out in an event known as the "Freedom Tunnel". The six prisoners 
inspired awe with their determination and resilience despite the oppressive conditions and suffering inside the 
prison. This study explores the psychological distress experienced by Palestinian political prisoners and how 
it transforms into a driving force for resilience and bold decisions, such as that to escape captivity. The paper 
adopts a qualitative approach, including in-depth interviews with the six prisoners, along with an analysis of 
their testimonies and reliable sources. The research draws on positive psychology theories to understand how 
negative emotions, such as the frustration triggered by harsh detention conditions, can be transformed into a 
fighting spirit and hope that leads to freedom. The findings reveal that the escape was more than just a physical 
act; it represented a psychological liberation that reflects strength of will in the face of injustice. The study 
highlights the prisoners' resistance strategies and the human dimension of their experience.
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 Kholoud Al-Ajarma  

Director of the MSc Globalised Muslim World at the Department of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies at the 
University of Edinburgh. She holds a PhD in Anthropology and Comparative Study of Religion from the University 
of Groningen, an MA in Peace and Conflict Studies from Coventry University and an MPhil in Anthropology and 
Development Studies from the University of Bergen. Her academic interests and publications revolve around the 
topics of Global Islam and Muslim societies, refugee studies, migration, gender, water, environmental justice, 
and visual culture in Palestine and several countries in the Mediterranean region, Europe, and Latin America.  
Her latest publications include Mecca in Morocco: Articulations of Muslim Pilgrimage in Moroccan Everyday Life, 
published by Edinburgh University Press in 2024.

Beyond the Genocide: The Tactical Degradation of Palestinian Women's Privacy 

in Gaza

This paper examines a troubling phenomenon that has emerged during the Israeli war on Gaza (2023–): Israeli 
soldiers displaying their actions on social media from within occupied Palestinian homes. Among such activities, 
soldiers posted images of women's underwear accompanied by derogatory comments, which the paper argues 
represent a systematic fetishization and weaponization of intimate garments as tools of psychological warfare. 
These acts aim to humiliate and dehumanize the occupants, leveraging misogyny and Islamophobia in a gendered 
assault on Palestinian dignity. This strategy goes beyond individual misconduct, signalling a deliberate settler-
colonial tactic to dominate and demoralize the Palestinian population, eroding their humanity and resistance.  
The paper contextualizes these violations as part of a broader history of Israeli settler-colonial practices, 
analysing soldiers' posts alongside a historical examination of gendered humiliation in other colonial settings. 
By drawing parallels, the paper demonstrates how such strategies have been used to reinforce racial hierarchies, 
instil fear, and suppress resistance among indigenous populations. Concluding with a critical reflection on the 
silence surrounding these actions, the paper interrogates their implications for understanding the intersections 
of gender, colonialism, and psychological warfare. This study highlights the calculated nature of these violations, 
exposing their role in perpetuating systemic violence against Palestinians.
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Khudhair Aldehlkey  

Iraqi researcher who holds a PhD in Political Science from Al-Nahrain University in Baghdad. He is an expert in 
the field of security studies and European far-right parties. He has published widely, most notably the books The 
Phenomenon of Islamophobia and Its Impact on European Political Systems: France and Britain as a Model, and 
The European Populist Right and Security Policies: Vision, Role and Influence, in addition to research and articles 
related to European far-right parties.

The Influence of the Israeli Lobby in the European Parliament on the European 

Union's Palestine Policies

This paper sheds light on Israeli lobby activity within the European Parliament. Since the establishment of 
the European Union and its institutions, both Zionist and major Jewish organizations have worked to build an 
extensive network of relationships and interest groups. These groups aim to attract European officials, political 
party leaders, elites, major companies, businessmen, and media professionals, leveraging these connections to 
achieve a range of objectives tied to the Zionist policy agenda. This effort became particularly evident with the 
outbreak of the Second Palestinian Intifada in September 2000. The paper explores how Zionist leaders have 
worked to establish a network of interest groups forming an Israeli lobby across the EU and its institutions. It also 
examines the mechanisms employed by the lobby within the European Parliament to influence the policies and 
legislation adopted by the EU.
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Lama Ghosheh  

Journalist and master's student in Israeli studies at Birzeit University, currently pursuing a Hebrew language 
diploma. An emerging researcher dedicated to producing critical and liberatory Palestinian knowledge through 
authentic research tools and methodologies. She currently devotes her cognitive, humanitarian, and professional 
efforts to amplifying the voices of Palestinian prisoners and supporting their cause. This is reflected in her 
academic work, particularly in her master's thesis, which draws inspiration from the moment the six prisoners 
successfully carried out their miraculous escape from the Zionist Gilboa prison tunnel on 6 September 2021.

Invisible War: A Reading of the Formation of the Disciplinary Human through 

"Soft" Tools: House Arrest and Community Imprisonment

This research seeks to uncover the colonial control systems used by Israel's colonial system to control Palestinians 
in Jerusalem and the territories  occupied in 1948, specifically in the period between Sword of Jerusalem battle 
in 2021 and the ongoing genocide against the Gaza Strip. To this end, it dismantles two soft colonial instruments 
exclusively used for Palestinians from Israel's Blue Identity/Nationality campaign, namely: house arrest and 
compulsory community service or so-called "community prison" The study draws on the qualitative research 
approach and the instrument of "ethnographic originalism", based on the experience of the researcher. It 
studies three different forms of colonial punishment that represent three types of prisons: actual imprisonment, 
"house arrest", and compulsory service or so-called "community prison", which followed the author's arrest on 4 
September 2022 on charges of "incitement" and "identification with terrorist organizations"
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Layth Hanbali  

Researcher at the Institute for Palestine Studies, where he oversees its digital project "Documenting the Targeting 
and Destruction of the Health Sector in the Gaza Strip". He is a PhD candidate at the Free University of Brussels, 
where he is researching the history of Palestinian health movements and their role in anti-colonial struggle. He 
holds a medical degree from University College London and a master's degree in Health Policy, Planning and 
Financing from the London School of Economics and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

Documenting the Sectors Targeted by the Israeli Occupation since the Genocide 

against the Gaza Strip and the West Bank

Since the beginning of the ongoing genocide in the Gaza Strip, the Israeli occupation has revealed its policy of 
targeting all aspects of life and destroying all social, economic and cultural structures, rendering the territory 
uninhabitable. Hence, the Institute for Palestine Studies has made exceptional efforts to document the 
destruction of the fundamental sectors of life, to preserve memory and protect the future. The Institute was 
spurred into action the day after Israel's initial incursion and has devoted exceptional efforts to keeping up with 
this aggression, benefiting from the technology of its website and various electronic platforms, in addition to 
social media. It has also documented parallel aggression in the West Bank, including Jerusalem and the Islamic 
and Christian holy sites. Six archival platforms and electronic databases have been launched to accurately 
monitor and document the targeting of the health, education, agriculture, and culture sectors. These platforms 
provide accurate and detailed information, updated daily, about the facilities that have been destroyed, as well 
as about the martyrs and the circumstances of their martyrdom. The Institute has also launched a platform that 
monitors the targeting of the West Bank and Jerusalem, specifically the Palestinian camps, and the expansion 
of settlements therein, and documents the escalating settler aggression and land confiscation, illustrated with 
easy-to-use maps, videos, and databases. Another platform documents the reality of prisoners and the conditions 
they live in Israeli prisons since the beginning of the genocide.
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Leila Farsakh  

Professor of political science at the University of Massachusetts Boston. She is the editor of Rethinking Statehood 
in Palestine: Self-Determination and Decolonization Beyond Partition (University of California Press, 2021), 
and author of Palestinian Labor Migration to Israel: Labour, Land and Occupation, (Routledge 2012) as well as 
the co-editor with Bashir Bashir of The Arab-Jewish Questions: Geographies of Engagement in Palestine and 
Beyond (Columbia University Press, 2020).  She has also published widely on the political economy of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and alternative to partition in Israel/Palestine in wide range of academic journals and other 
public venues.

Palestinian Political Liberation after the War on Gaza: Self-Determination beyond 

Partition

Israel's genocidal war on the Gaza Strip since October 2023 has called into question the futility of the Palestinian 
quest for statehood. It has compelled Palestinians to grabble with implications of the ongoing Nakba and to 
reassess the relationship between statehood and self-determination. The Palestinian national movement is 
faced with the need to re-articulate the meaning of political liberation beyond partition and the end goal of 
the nation-state, given how such a state has compromised Palestinian national identity and remains unviable 
economically or territorially. In this regard, the paper analyses how any liberation beyond partition entails the 
transformation of ongoing apartheid reality into a new democratic state that is inclusive, accountable, and 
viable. It requires the de-territorialization of the notion of sovereignty without undermining the unity of the 
Palestinian struggle, land, and people.
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Lejla Ramic-Mesihovic  

Head of the Department for International Relations and European Studies at the International Burch University. 
For the past two decades, she has engaged extensively with European Union-related issues, both in practical 
and academic contexts. Her professional focus includes analysing and advocating policies concerning EU-Bosnia 
and Herzegovina relations and advancing the reform process towards EU accession, international relations, and 
democratization. Additionally, she has strengthened her dedication to democratization by managing several 
projects promoting women's leadership.

Supranational Policy Contested by National Identities and Interests: The European 

Union Positioning towards the Palestine Question, 2009 -2021

This paper examines the role and position of the European Union (EU) in the Middle East Peace Process (MEPP) 
and resolution of the Palestine question. It investigates how the lack of a joint construal and foreign policy 
approach by member states and their particular political and economic interests and individual experience 
have influenced EU policy and practice towards the Palestine question. The paper highlights the developments 
during Netanyahu's 2009-2021 premiership and the discourse, political outlook, interests, and relations that 
have influenced the EU's involvement and approach to MEPP and a resolution of the Palestine question. The 
research ascertains that the EU could have played a more significant and substantial role in MEPP given its legal, 
economic, and political leverage, primarily provided through EU-Israel Association Agreement and the European 
Neighbourhood Policy, that have not been utilized due to contestation and the lack of a joint approach by the 
Member States.
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Lourdes Habash  

Associate Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Law and Public Administration at Birzeit University. She has 
served as Vice President for Community Affairs and Director of the Ibrahim Abu-Lughod Institute of International 
Studies. Habash earned her PhD in Political Science from Cairo University, specializing in Political Theory. Her 
contributions in peer-reviewed journals include: "The Hidden War on Higher Education: Unmasking the 'Educide' 
in Gaza" (co-authored with Ibrahim Rabiaa). "Hegemony in International Relations: A Conceptual Review in Light 
of the American Case", "US-Israeli Relations and the War Against Gaza: Continuity and Change" (co-authored 
with Ibrahim Rabiaa). and "Realist Theory in the Face of International Unipolarity" (co-authored with Ali Jarwabi).

Weaponizing Infrastructure: The Israeli Colonial Approach in Jenin

Since its incursion into Jenin in early July 2023, Israel has systematically employed infrastructure as a means of 
exerting pressure on Palestinians, a response to the escalating resistance observed in the Northern West Bank that 
summer. Following the events of 7 October 2023, this strategy has intensified, focusing on inflicting irreversible and 
cumulative damage, particularly within refugee camps, to the extent of rendering them uninhabitable. This paper 
analyses the objectives of this approach and situates it within the broader context of Israeli colonial thought since 
1967. It traces the utilization of infrastructure as a weapon in Jenin and explores the implications of this strategy 
for the socio-political realities of the Northern West Bank, with a specific focus on Jenin. The study posits that 
the occupation in the West Bank employs infrastructure as a weapon as part of a broader consolidation strategy 
for colonial governance, aimed at weakening Palestinian resistance. From an Israeli perspective, infrastructure is 
perceived as a twofold instrument: it can facilitate calm and serve as a "reward" for security and stability, while 
simultaneously functioning as a mechanism of punishment and coercion.
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Maha Samman  

Associate Professor in Urban Planning and author of Trans-Colonial Urban Space in Palestine: Politics and 
Development, Routledge 2013. Samman holds a PhD in Political Geography/Urban Politics (University of Exeter, 
UK), an MSc in Urban Planning (TU Delft, the Netherlands), and a BSc in Architecture (Birzeit University). She 
is Editor-in-Chief of Al-Quds Journal for Academic Research – Humanities and Social Science. She won the 
Palestine Islamic Bank Research Award in the category of distinctive researcher in Palestine 2019, and American 
University distinctive researcher in Palestine of 2022. She has several published articles in pronounced journals 
on Architecture, urban and political issues especially about the city of Jerusalem.

Healing Urbanism: Sustainable Planning towards Recovery and Resilience in 

the Gaza Strip

In Palestine, where urbicide has become ubiquitous, post-war reconstruction must prioritize human well-being 
and socio-spatial recovery. Healing urbanism considers the interaction between human experiences and the 
urban environment, particularly in the aftermath of military assaults. It incorporates trauma-informed design 
and responsive urban policies to encounter vulnerabilities and restore relationships through reconciliation and 
restorative design. Focusing on the Gaza Strip under prolonged siege and urbicidal attacks, the research employs 
a qualitative approach, proposing a theoretical framework integrating post-war reconstruction and healing 
mechanisms. It suggests a three-layered process emphasizing community wellbeing, spatial recovery, and 
collaborative governance involving stakeholders, grassroots participation, and socio-economic challenges. This 
framework guides urban policies and strategies, prioritizing interventions based on community needs, securing 
resources, and ensuring sustainable recovery. By engaging people in the post-war reconstruction process, healing 
urbanism promotes empowerment, ownership, and long-term resilience, rebuilding both the physical and social 
fabric for a sustainable urban future.
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Maher El-Kurd  

Economist at the Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute, MAS, Ramallah. Former Head of the Political 
Science program at Al Quds Bard College and Head of Planning for the Economic Department. He was Economic 
Advisor to the former PLO chairman, and the Head of the Economic Committee at the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, Fateh. His recent book, An Introduction to the Economy of Palestine: How Did We Get Here? Where 
Do We Go from Here?, was published in 2022 (Arabic).

Israel's Responsibility for Economic Reparations to Compensate Damages 

Resulting from the October 2023 War

This paper lays out Israel's responsibility for economic reparations resulting from the Israeli offensive on the Gaza 
Strip since October 2023. The paper debunks Israel's allegation that the main burden of financing reconstruction 
in Gaza will fall on the Arab oil-exporting countries and the international community. It briefly reviews three 
cases for reparations related to Israel's responsibility for economic compensation related to the Palestinian 
cause, namely, compensation for the ethnic cleansing and looting resulting from the 1948 war, compensation 
for the second wave of ethnic cleansing resulting from the 1967 war, and compensation for the economic looting 
and usurpation that have resulted from Israeli colonial practices in the occupied Palestinian territory since 1967. 
In more detail, the paper reviews a fourth case for Palestinian claims for compensation for the destruction and 
damages resulting from Israel's war on the Gaza Strip since October 2023.
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Part-time Professor of Archaeology on the master's programme in Tourism Studies at Bethlehem University. 
He has served as Director General of the Palestinian Museum, Birzeit, Lead Curator at the British Museum, and 
Senior Research fellow at both Oxford University and MIT. He obtained his MA and PhD in Archaeology from the 
University of London. He has taught at Birzeit, al-Quds, and Oxford Universities. His primary research interests 
are in archaeology, Islamic art and architecture, and the cultural heritage of Palestine. He has directed numerous 
local and international projects and is widely published in his specialization.

The Theft and Illegal Transfer of Palestinian Cultural Property: Gaza Strip Case 

Study (1967-2005)

The theft and transfer of Palestinian cultural property began with Western colonial exploration in the late 19th 
century and continues to this day. Since 1967, Israel has conducted archaeological activities in the occupied 
Palestinian territories to serve its colonial settlement project. By doing so, Israel violates a series of international 
conventions for the protection of cultural property, and as an occupying power, it is obligated to cease its illegal 
activities and return the unlawfully transferred artifacts. This study reviews international agreements for the 
protection of cultural heritage and Israel's obligations to return or compensate for artifacts and documents the 
illegal archaeological excavations carried out by Israel in the Gaza Strip from 1967 to 2005. Moreover, it tracks 
and documents Palestinian artifacts that were illegally excavated in the Gaza Strip and transferred to Israel. This 
represents a first step towards creating an inventory of artifacts that will form the basis for a future claim by the 
State of Palestine to recover them.
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Mueen Al-Taher  

A Palestinian writer and researcher, supervising the Memory of Palestine book series, published by the Arab 
Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS), which has released 28 publications to date. His most important 
works include: Tobacco and Olives: Tales and Images from a Time of Resistance, Dialectical Figures in Arab 
Thought and Islamic Philosophy, The Diary of Akram Zuaiter (The Years of Crisis 1967-1970) (ed.), The Diary of 
Akram Zuaiter: The Hopes of Unity and the Pains of Division (1949-965) (two parts) (compilation), The Diary of 
Adnan Abu Odeh 1970-1988 (compilation), and Al-Mustadrak in the Diary of Adnan Abu Odeh (compilation). He 
has participated in a number of conferences, published studies and research papers in peer-reviewed journals, 
and writes for Al-Araby Al-Jadeed newspaper and specialized periodicals.

"Al- Aqsa Flood" and Its Repercussions: An Attempt to Understand

More than a year into the genocidal war, this paper raises questions that have been silenced since Operation Al-
Aqsa Flood on 7 October 2023, within a framework of political and military analysis of the facts of the operation 
and its local, regional, and international repercussions.  Al-Qassam Brigades prepared for the battle, to the shock 
of both friend and foe, but the biggest surprise was the legendary steadfastness and solid resistance. However, 
questions arise about the necessity and purpose of the operation: Does it mark the beginning of the liberation 
battle and the transition from defence to offense? Were there any expectations of its trajectory or the enemy's 
reaction? Was there an accurate assessment of who will participate and what the Arab and international response 
would be? The paper also analyses the strengths and weaknesses of the Qassam Brigades and the expected 
support fronts, especially in the West Bank, the position of the Palestinian Authority, and the Lebanese front. It 
assesses how this affects the conduct and outcome of the battle, leading to the separation of the fronts instead 
of their unity. The researcher emphasizes the political and moral defeat of the enemy and the revitalization of 
the Palestinian cause after reaching the verge of being extinguished. But it does not overlook the dangers of the 
day after the war, pondering the fate of the resistance and Hamas, and the possible forms of struggle that can 
bring justice for the Palestinian people.
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Director of the Institute for Palestine Studies and Head of its Research Department. He has been a professor in 
the Department of Sociology at Birzeit University since 1995, where he has held several prominent positions, 
including Dean of the Faculty of Arts from 2015 to 2020 and Director of the Abu Lughod Institute for International 
Studies. He has participated in numerous international and local conferences, and has published several books 
and studies in the fields of development, social policy, migration, and civil society.

Documenting the Sectors Targeted by the Israeli Occupation since the Genocide 

against the Gaza Strip and the West Bank

Since the beginning of the ongoing genocide in the Gaza Strip, the Israeli occupation has revealed its policy of 
targeting all aspects of life and destroying all social, economic and cultural structures, rendering the territory 
uninhabitable. Hence, the Institute for Palestine Studies has made exceptional efforts to document the 
destruction of the fundamental sectors of life, to preserve memory and protect the future. The Institute was 
spurred into action the day after Israel's initial incursion and has devoted exceptional efforts to keeping up with 
this aggression, benefiting from the technology of its website and various electronic platforms, in addition to 
social media. It has also documented parallel aggression in the West Bank, including Jerusalem and the Islamic 
and Christian holy sites. Six archival platforms and electronic databases have been launched to accurately 
monitor and document the targeting of the health, education, agriculture, and culture sectors. These platforms 
provide accurate and detailed information, updated daily, about the facilities that have been destroyed, as well 
as about the martyrs and the circumstances of their martyrdom. The Institute has also launched a platform that 
monitors the targeting of the West Bank and Jerusalem, specifically the Palestinian camps, and the expansion 
of settlements therein, and documents the escalating settler aggression and land confiscation, illustrated with 
easy-to-use maps, videos, and databases. Another platform documents the reality of prisoners and the conditions 
they live in Israeli prisons since the beginning of the genocide.
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Majd Darwish  

Palestinian Researcher, Editor, and Lecturer at the Institute for De-Colonising Theory (IDCtheory). He holds an MA 
in International Law from SOAS, University of London. His work focuses on the Palestinian national struggle and 
decolonial thought and history.

When the Kufiyyah Hides, What the Kufiyyah Reveals: A Social History of the 

Mask and the Men behind it.

The paper analyses the role of the Kufiyyah, a traditional Arab headdress, within the Palestinian struggle from 
the emergence of the Zionist movement in the late 19th century up until the ongoing genocidal war on the Gaza 
Strip. The paper offers a historical overview that showcases how the Kufiyyah was transformed from a traditional 
Arab headdress mainly worn by rural Fallaḥīn (farmers) and Bedouin into this symbolic attire utilized throughout 
various periods of the Palestinian cause to complement the Palestinian armed struggle to become an identifier 
of 'Palestinianess.'
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Researcher and a PhD student in the Department of History at the University of Pennsylvania. She holds two 
master's degrees in Law and Israeli Studies from Birzeit University.

Economic and Social Dynamics of Jerusalemite Villages and Towns as a Result 

of Settlement Expansion in the Jerusalem Governorate

The Israeli settlement expansion in Jerusalem, accompanied by the construction of the apartheid wall and roads 
to serve the Zionist settlers, has led to the confiscation of thousands of dunams of Palestinian land, the isolation 
of Palestinian villages and towns surrounding Jerusalem from the city centre, and the isolation of the residents 
of Jerusalem and its suburbs from the rest of the Palestinian demographic component. This case study takes a 
closer look at the Israeli settlement in the North and Northwest of Jerusalem, which have been isolated from 
Jerusalem. This paper explores the socioeconomic dynamics of four villages in the vicinity of Jerusalem to reveal 
the different impacts of the settler colonial project. It explores their economic relationship with the rest of the West 
Bank, specifically in relation to the Palestinian labour market, and the shift in economic activities. Additionally, it 
addresses the reality of education, health, construction and housing, and the new social phenomena in these areas.
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Mansour Nasasra  

Visiting researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. He recently completed research fellowships 
at King's College London and the University of Ulster in Northern Ireland. He completed his PhD at the University 
of Exeter, where he worked as a lecturer in international relations for several years. He has published several 
studies and books, including: The Naqab Bedouins: A Century of Politics and Resistance (Columbia University, 
New York, 2018), and edited the Routledge Handbook on Middle East Cities (2020). His latest studies include "The 
City of Beersheba and the Network of Political and Social Relations in Gaza City" (2024). His studies on Jerusalem 
and its Palestinian inhabitants were recently published in the book From the River to the Sea: Palestine and Israel 
in the Shadow of Peace, translated into Arabic by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (2024).

Materializing an 'Arab Jerusalem': Narrating the Jerusalem Airport/Qalandiya 

1948-1967

The dominant narrative of 1948-1967 Jordanian Jerusalem, if there is one at all, is of a marginalized city with 
passive citizens, decimated by the extraction of its vibrant West Jerusalem heart, constrained politically by 
new state structures and generating little autonomous urban development. This assumption is simplistic and 
inaccurate. There is a counter-narrative, however, if one listens to the oral narratives told by Jerusalemites, 
examines rare archival records and diaries, scans the newspapers of the time, and investigates the spatial 
transitions in its urban landscape across two decades. This paper presents an alternative story that reveals the 
centrality of the Jerusalem Airport-Qalandiya to the agentic empowerment of the inhabitants of al-Quds as they 
reshaped the post-Nakba space and place. The multiscalar relations empowered by this transport infrastructure 
materialized a vibrant 'Arab Jerusalem', an emanant Arab metropolitan space thickly connected into the urban 
circuits weaving together the wider Arab region. Such integrative effects enhanced the cosmopolitanism of its 
street life, opened up political space, generated transformative investment, reshaped its neighbourhoods and 
created exciting opportunities for personal and communal development.
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Mandy Turner  

Senior researcher with Security in Context, a consortium of scholars analysing peace, development, and security 
from a Global South perspective. Her research focuses on the political economy of conflict and peace, and the 
situation in Israel and Palestine. From 2020-2024, she was professor of conflict, peace and humanitarian affairs 
at the University of Manchester, UK. From 2012-2020 she lived and worked in Palestine. Her last book From the 
River to the Sea: Palestine and Israel in the Shadow of 'Peace' (Rowman and Littlefield, 2019), was published in 
Arabic by the ACRPS (Doha) in 2024.

Hegemony Factories: How Western Thinktanks Disseminated Bias on Israel and 

Palestine after 7 October and Manufactured Consent for a Genocide

This paper analyses all outputs (webinar transcriptions and articles) published between 7 October 2023 and 6 
June 2024 on the websites of three of the most influential Western thinktanks, based on the annual ranking 
provided by the project Academic Influence. The three thinktanks, all based in the United States, are: the 
Brookings Institution, the Heritage Foundation, and the Council on Foreign Relations. The research shows that 
all three (to varying degrees) promoted extensive and continual bias towards Israel, even eight months after the 
Hamas attack on Israel on 7 October. I conclude that thinktanks operate as "hegemony factories" deliberately 
manufacturing consent for certain ideas and perspectives, carefully curating who is allowed to speak by 
processes of inclusion and exclusion, and rarely offering a range of perspectives that diverge from the opinion of 
the Western elite.
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Senior Lecturer in law at City Law School, City University of London. Masri's work focuses on constitutional law and 
public international law. He earned his LLB from the Hebrew University, followed by an LLM from the University of 
Toronto, and a Doctorate from Osgoode Hall Law School, York University. He has published widely in international 
and constitutional law including his book, The Dynamics of Exclusionary Constitutionalism: Israel as a Jewish 
and Democratic State (Hart Publishing, 2017). He is a member of the board of the European Legal Support Centre 
and has served in the past as a legal advisor to the Negotiations Affairs Department of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization.

Palestinians in Israel in the Shadow of the Genocidal War and the Deepening of 

Colonial Elimination: From Conditional Rights to No Rights

As a result of the war on Gaza, Israel's approach to the Palestinians who carry Israeli citizenship has shifted. While 
settler-colonialism had always defined this relationship, the war marks a change in this relationship. The shift is 
clear in the shrinking of the margins of the partial and conditional civil rights they enjoy. This change marks the 
beginning of a new era which this paper calls the era of no rights. Adopting settler-colonialism as a theoretical 
approach, the paper argues that the changes represent a deepening of the colonial logic of elimination but do not 
represent any change in the essence of the Jewish state nor in the nature of the relationship between Israel and 
the Palestinians. This relationship is still governed by the logic of settler-colonialism. The only difference here is in 
how settler-colonialism translates into concrete policies, and how these policies are adapted to political changes.
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Professor of History at Randolph-Macon College in Ashland, Virginia. He has authored six books, including: State, 
Society, and Land in Jordan; Records of Dispossession: Palestinian Refugee Property and the Arab-Israeli Conflict; 
Jewish Property Claims Against Arab Countries; Black Power and Palestine: Transnational Countries of Color; and 
The Movement and the Middle East: How the Arab-Israeli Conflict Divided the American Left. His seventh book, 
Sirhan Sirhan and the Assassination of Robert F. Kennedy: Depoliticizing Middle Eastern Violence in America, will 
be released in in late 2025.

"Anti-anti-Zionism" and Linguistic Warfare: Why Do Israel Partisans Hate the 

Terms Intersectionality and Settler Colonialism?

This paper argues that the campaign of Israel partisans to attack and delegitimize the terms intersectionality and 
settler colonialism stems from their wider, desperate attempts to fight Palestine solidarity through linguistic and 
ideological tools. Israel partisans hate the word intersectionality because it reflects the reality that intersectional 
activists have broadened the ranks of Palestinian solidarity movements beyond those typically involved in such 
work in recent years. Israel partisans also despise the term settler colonialism because it has laid the theoretical 
basis for growing international perceptions of the Palestinians as an indigenous people of colour dispossessed 
by a settler colonial movement – Zionism. Within the context of their linguistic battles, Israel partisans have 
demonized or tried to rework these terms to fit the Zionist narrative.
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Senior Advisor at the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies (CHS), overseeing all dialogue and 
capacity-building activities within the Afghanistan Project, as well as the center's scientific conferences. He is 
an Associated Editor and supervises CHS's Journal of Peacebuilding and Development. He previously worked 
with the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in Lebanon and Jordan, where he 
served as Head of Mission for the Qatar Red Crescent. He has eighteen years of experience in both the field 
and headquarters across development, humanitarian aid, and peacebuilding programs in Palestine and other 
countries. He has served as Regional Director for the Middle East, North Africa, and Eastern Europe with several 
international organisations. He holds a PhD in Sustainable Environment and a master's in Renewable Energy 
from the University of Nottingham in the UK, as well as a certificate in Conflict, Crisis and Transitions, from the 
University of York and the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) in London.

Beyond Rubble: Addressing Environmental Destruction in Gaza's Post-War 

Reconstruction

This article examines the deliberate environmental degradation in Gaza, arguing that the destruction of critical 
resources constitutes a form of collective punishment. Israel's military operations have devastated both the built 
environment and ecological systems, resulting in a multifaceted environmental crisis. During the recent conflict, 
an estimated 65,000 tons of hazardous chemicals were deployed, contaminating Gaza's air, water, and agricultural 
land. This war is further compounded by the destruction of water infrastructure, fuel blockades, and deforestation, 
which collectively undermine the region's ecological and human sustainability. The environmental impact of the 
conflict stretches beyond immediate damage, posing long-term challenges to public health, biodiversity, and the 
overall liveability of Gaza. These actions breach international legal frameworks that prohibit the use of chemical 
and biological agents harmful to both ecosystems and civilians. The blockade of essential resources such as water 
and electricity further exacerbates Gaza's vulnerability, reducing the population's ability to recover and sustain 
life in the future. Reconstruction efforts must address not only the physical infrastructure but also prioritize 
ecological restoration to avoid prolonging the suffering of Gaza's people. Without integrating environmental 
recovery into post-conflict rebuilding, the region risks becoming trapped in a cycle of environmental collapse and 
human hardship. This article draws on environmental reports, international conventions, legal frameworks, such 
as the Geneva Conventions and interviews with technical expertise to argue that environmental rehabilitation 
is essential for fostering long-term stability and sustainability in Gaza.
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Professor in the Media Studies program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. He earned his PhD in Mass 
Communication from the University of Iowa, where he was a Presidential Fellow. His work has been published 
in respected peer-reviewed journals, including Journalism, International Communication Gazette, Journalism 
Practice, the International Journal of Communication, Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly, the Howard 
Journal of Communications, and Journalism Studies, among others. Elmasry has authored numerous political 
and media analyses for outlets such as Al-Jazeera English, the Middle East Eye, and The New Arab, Muftah, and 
has conducted hundreds of interviews on Al-Jazeera English, CNN, BBC World News, and other stations. Elmasry 
has been invited to speak at institutions that include Georgetown University, the University of Toronto, the 
University of Illinois, the University of Denver, and the World Social Forum.

Sourcing and Humanization in US and Israeli Newspaper Coverage of Israel's 

War on Gaza: A Quantitative Content Analysis

This research seeks to determine how two prominent US newspapers, the New York Times and the Wall Street 
Journal, and two prominent Israeli newspapers, Haaretz and the Jerusalem Post, framed the 2023/2024 Israel-Gaza 
war. The study is undergirded by framing theory and leverages quantitative content analysis. The codebook was 
designed to compare the papers in terms of both editorial line and national affiliation. Findings suggest that all four 
newspapers employ pro-Israel framing techniques. All four outlets are far more likely to use Israeli than Palestinian 
sources and humanize Israeli victims more than Palestinian victims. The papers also tend to use cruelty words to 
describe Palestinian violence, frame Israeli violence as self-defence, and frame Palestinian violence as aggression. 
Some framing differences emerge between Israeli and US papers, with US papers more likely to use Palestinian 
sources and personalize Israeli victims than Israeli papers, and Israeli papers more likely than US papers to use 
cruelty words to describe Palestinian violence. Some differences also emerge between liberal and conservative 
papers, with liberal papers more likely to use cruelty words to describe Israeli violence than conservative papers. 
The study discusses the implications of the findings for Israel-Palestine news framing research.
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Professor on the Media Studies Program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. Before holding his current 
post, he was the Charles A. Dana Professor of International Communication and Middle Eastern Studies at 
Queens University of Charlotte in the United States. His research interests are focused on the new media and 
its impact on the global, and particularly the Arab, public sphere. He is also interested in issues of media effects 
and media framing of terrorism and race. He is the author and co-author of seven books, as well as dozens of 
peer-reviewed articles. He is the Founding Editor of the peer-reviewed Journal of Middle East Media and serves 
on the editorial boards of Media, War and Conflict journal, Journalism Education journal and Global Media 
Journal. He was formerly President and remains a board member of the Arab-US Association for Communication 
Educators. He received a doctorate in Journalism from Southern Illinois University, and bachelor's and master's 
degrees in Journalism and Mass Communication at the American University in Cairo.

Sourcing and Humanization in US and Israeli Newspaper Coverage of Israel's 

War on Gaza: A Quantitative Content Analysis

This research seeks to determine how two prominent US newspapers, the New York Times and the Wall Street 
Journal, and two prominent Israeli newspapers, Haaretz and the Jerusalem Post, framed the 2023/2024 Israel-Gaza 
war. The study is undergirded by framing theory and leverages quantitative content analysis. The codebook was 
designed to compare the papers in terms of both editorial line and national affiliation. Findings suggest that all four 
newspapers employ pro-Israel framing techniques. All four outlets are far more likely to use Israeli than Palestinian 
sources and humanize Israeli victims more than Palestinian victims. The papers also tend to use cruelty words to 
describe Palestinian violence, frame Israeli violence as self-defence, and frame Palestinian violence as aggression. 
Some framing differences emerge between Israeli and US papers, with US papers more likely to use Palestinian 
sources and personalize Israeli victims than Israeli papers, and Israeli papers more likely than US papers to use 
cruelty words to describe Palestinian violence. Some differences also emerge between liberal and conservative 
papers, with liberal papers more likely to use cruelty words to describe Israeli violence than conservative papers. 
The study discusses the implications of the findings for Israel-Palestine news framing research.
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Media Professional, combining 20 years of experience in leadership roles in prominent media organizations and 
as a lecturer at Palestinian universities. He holds a PhD in Communication from Regent University in the United 
States (2024), two master's degrees in International Relations from Virginia International University (2019) and in 
Media Studies from the Middle East University in Jordan (2010), in addition to a bachelor's degree in Journalism 
from An-Najah National University in Palestine (2003).

Harnessing Generative AI to Strengthen Palestinian Media Narratives on Israeli 

War Violations in Gaza

This paper explores the opportunities of adopting generative AI innovations in the Palestinian media to enhance 
its narratives in documenting Israeli war violations in Gaza. The study employs Rogers' Diffusion of Innovations 
theory as a theoretical framework and utilizes quantitative methodology, incorporating a survey tool for data 
collection, complemented by expert interviews to support and analyse statistical findings. The study concludes 
that there is significant potential for adopting generative AI in Palestinian media. However, serious challenges 
may hinder the adoption process. Addressing these challenges requires investment in education, training, and 
developing media infrastructure in Palestine.
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Researcher in Social and Demographic Studies, holds a master's degree in Population Studies and Demography. He has 
been working in the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics since 1996 as a Director General of Population Statistics. 
He has conducted many studies on population and demography and participated in forums and conferences.

The Israeli Aggression against the Population of Gaza Strip: Demographic 

Effects and Future Expectations.

Since 7 October 2023, and as of writing, more than 45,000 Palestinians have been martyred by the Israeli 
military onslaught, with about 11,000 further missing, constituting some 2.6% of the total population of Gaza, 
which numbers roughly 2.2 million. It is an unprecedented loss in terms of percentage of population and time 
frame. In addition, Gaza has suffered severe displacement, to the point that most of the population have 
been forced by Israeli aggression to leave their homes. Clear demographic changes have shifted the shape and 
distribution of the population according to age and gender. Mortality rates have increased and life expectancy 
at birth has decreased by more than 50%. The results of the study indicate that Israel's assaults have brought 
direct fundamental changes in the demographic reality of the Strip, especially children, women and youth, in a 
population where individuals under the age of 30 years constitute about 70% of the total population. The study 
also indicates that there are important long- and medium-term demographic effects that are expected to affect 
the age structure of the population as a result of targeting of the fertile age group in the years after this invasion.
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Senior lecturer and researcher at Mada al-Carmel Center for Applied Social Studies – Haifa. He has published 
many books and peer-reviewed articles in Arabic and English regarding Arab, Palestinians, and Israeli Politics.

The War on Gaza and the Rise of Militia Tendencies in Israel

The war on Gaza has triggered a new tendency towards militia behaviour in Israeli society. Although the war 
produced a new type of tribalism in the first months of the war, this was quickly replaced by a tendency towards 
militia behaviour represented by the rise of armed militias in the West Bank, almost to the point of a rebellion 
in the army, not in rejection of the war, but towards practicing behaviours and issuing statements that express 
the decline of the army's role as a melting pot for regional, ideological, and class loyalties. This was evident in the 
imposition of government policies that contradict judicial decisions and the recommendations of various legal 
institutions in Israel.
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A PhD Candidate in the Department for the Study of Religion at the University of Toronto, where he earned his 
BA and MA degrees in the Study of Religion. He studies the intellectual history of medieval and modern Islamic 
societies with a focus on the transition of the modern Islamic discourse. His project investigates the intellectual 
and social history in 19th and early 20th century Palestine. He focuses on the intellectual and social development 
in relation to the modernization of the Ottoman Empire and the increased interaction with Western institutions 
and thought.

The Scholarly Circles and the Social and Political Roles of the Ulama in Palestine 

in Early Nineteenth Century

This paper discusses the notable Palestinian ulama who held prestigious positions and enjoyed significant 
influence in both social and political spheres during the early nineteenth century. It delves into their role in 
the society and intellectual formation with a particular focus on the two cities of Jerusalem and Nablus, which 
served as regional scholarly hubs and urban centers where Islamic educational and legal institutions flourished. 
Drawing on Albert Hourani's concept of "Politics of the Notables," the paper demonstrates two distinct forms 
of notability among Palestinian ulama, illustrating varied styles of leadership, modes of engaging with the 
political structures, and the forms of social influence they were able to exert. Furthermore, it explores the diverse 
relationships between the ulama in these cities and the Ottoman state, revealing varying degrees of assimilation 
into the Ottoman regime. The paper concludes that the notable ulama of Jerusalem enjoyed both social and 
political leadership and were highly assimilated into the Ottoman regime, while the notable ulama of Nablus 
were less assimilated and primarily exercised social leadership.
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Assistant Professor at the University Badji Mokhtar-Annaba. Holds a PhD in International Relations from University 
of Batna 1. His teaching and research interests are located at the intersection of international relations and 
transnational Middle East politics, focusing on issues of security, popular culture, and migration. His published 
peer-reviewed articles cover irregular migration, hirak, and ultras movements.

Algeria and South Africa and Support for the Palestinian Cause: Colonial Pathways 

and Narratives of Struggle

This study explores the background to Algeria and South Africa's support for the Palestinian cause, which dates 
back to the early years of the anti-colonial struggle in the countries and was clearly demonstrated in the wake of 
7 October and subsequent genocide. Their support stems from the colonial projects that all three countries have 
been subjected to, which have intersected at the level of colonial discourse and practice. This is demonstrated 
by the similarity between the model of settler colonialism in Algeria and Palestine and in the apartheid regime 
in South Africa and Palestine. Furthermore, it can be attributed to the solidarity between colonial projects has 
emerged in the relationship between Israel and France (before 1967) and between Israel and Apartheid South 
Africa (before 1994). finally, a state of solidarity between liberation projects in Algeria, South Africa, and Palestine 
emerged during the colonial and post-colonial stages, with Algeria and South Africa adopting narratives of 
struggle that have produced anti-colonial identities, prompting both countries to affirm that their independence 
remains incomplete without the independence of Palestine.
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Director of the Israel Studies Program at Mada al-Carmel – Haifa. He was formally Director of Academic Projects 
at Mada al-Carmel and has been a researcher there since 2003. He holds a PhD in Political Science from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem (2014). He specializes in the political behaviour of Palestinians in Israel, the 
political economy of Israeli governments, and discrimination towards Palestinians in Israel. He has published 
studies on economic policies, voting behaviour; and Israeli policies towards Arab citizens of Israel.

How Did the Israeli Right Respond to the Events of 7 October 2023

This paper examines, first, how the ruling right-wing coalition dealt with the events of  7 October 2023 reflected 
in government policies and actions on the ground toward Gaza and the West Bank. Second, it explores Israeli 
society's positions on issues related to the war on Gaza, and before the war, focusing on aspects related to the 
Palestine question, the occupation, and the nature of the regime in Israel, aiming to clarify political stances 
before the outbreak of the war. Right- and far-right parties quickly exploited the atmosphere of panic and fear 
within Israeli society, the desire for revenge against the entire Palestinian people, and the silence of the Arab 
and international communities to launch a genocidal war against Gaza and initiate military operations in the 
West Bank, which have been the most extensive since the Second Intifada. Israel's goals have not been limited to 
revenge or inflicting severe military blows on Hamas and on all Palestinians in the occupied territories. Rather, 
Israel sought to exploit the situation to implement profound changes in how the Israeli government handles the 
Palestine question in the West Bank and Gaza – changes it could not have carried out under normal circumstances. 
These policies and adjustments reflect the vision of the right- and far-right regarding occupation and settlement 
and enjoy broad support within significant  segments of Israeli society.
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Professor of Sociology at Mount Royal University. He is also a policy analyst at Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy 
Network. He is the author of A Hermeneutics of Violence (UTP, 2019), and has a forthcoming book, Lordship 
and Liberation in Palestine-Israel. He has co-edited two books and is the author of multiple journal articles and 
book chapters.

Sovereignty, Non-Partition, and the Struggle for the Decolonial Liberation of 

Palestine

In centralizing the Palestinian experience, I argue that the Palestinian struggle is a decolonial resistance to 
Zionist settler colonialism, Western imperialism, and the colonial modernity project more broadly. I examine 
how scholars can conceptualize Palestinian resistance as decolonial liberation and explore how two general 
paths can lead to different kinds of liberation. I argue that liberation always involves a combination of armed 
and unarmed struggle, and I theorize how the paths towards liberation may diverge on the basis of whether they 
centralize armed or unarmed resistance as their guiding principle of action. Moreover, a non-partition model of 
shared sovereignty offers the most promising alternative to settler colonialism, and this can be best achieved 
by centralizing unarmed resistance in the struggle for liberation. The paper concludes with some remarks about 
how the Palestinian struggle may serve as a framework for global decolonial struggles in the 21st century.
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PhD candidate completing her studies in the field of gender dynamics and student social movements, with a thesis 
titles "Gendering Uprisings: Student Mobilization in South Korea and Palestine". Her research is reconstructs the 
role of student movements during the Gwangju Uprising and the First Palestinian Intifada in the 1980s, with a 
particular emphasis on the role and contributions of female students in these movements Her research interests 
revolve around gender cultures and the marginalization of bodies in imperialist, orientalist, and local discourses. 
She is particularly interested in gender dynamics in East Asia and aims through her research to foster new forms 
of intellectual solidarity across diverse Asian contexts and discourses.

The Eros Effect: Solidarity with Palestine in South Korea

This paper examines the recent surge in student mobilization in solidarity with Palestine, focusing on South 
Korea's unique role in the movement. The research explores the dynamics of student protests, their collaboration 
with civil society, and their potential to revive the transnational solidarity reminiscent of the 1960s New Left. 
By analysing South Korean solidarity, which resurfaced in October 2023, the paper highlights various forms of 
protest, including campus encampments, teacher and worker participation, and the involvement of unions. 
Drawing on Social Movement Theory and the Eros Effect, this study investigates how global solidarity is re-
envisioned in the context of contemporary Asian student movements, proposing the potential for transnational 
solidarity across borders and its future implications for activism in Asia.
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Islamic Studies Scholar, currently serving as a faculty member at İzmir Kâtip Çelebi University. He specializes 
in Qur'anic exegesis (Tafsir), Qur'anic sociology, and has a particular interest in the intersection of religion and 
modern technology, especially the application of artificial intelligence in Tafsir studies. Kayacan has made 
significant contributions to Islamic scholarship through his research, publications, and teaching.

Academic and Student Activism on the Gaza Genocide at Turkish Universities

This study investigates the activism efforts in Turkish universities concerning the Gaza genocide, aiming to 
uncover the types, prevalence, and societal impact of these movements. The research hypothesizes that academic 
and student activism in Türkiye has significantly deepened awareness and knowledge about this cause, leading 
to sustained social activism. Utilizing qualitative research methods, the study explores the unique position of 
Turkish universities in the global discourse on the Israel-Palestine conflict. Preliminary findings suggest that 
activism in Turkish universities has increased solidarity with the Palestinian cause and set a precedent for future 
generations. By comparing these movements with similar global examples, the study seeks to provide a new 
perspective on the role of higher education in addressing international human rights issues.
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Executive Director of the International Center for Research and Educational and Scientific Studies, based in 
Paris, France and Director of the International Journal of Strategic Studies. Member of both the Administrative 
Board and the Board of Trustees of the Global Coalition for Ethics and Human Values, headquartered in Geneva. 
Additionally, he is a member of the International Political Science Association (IPSA), affiliated with the United 
Nations. Benmoussa is specialized in International Relations and Political Science and has an extensive portfolio 
of publications, including books and articles published in renowned international research centers and peer-
reviewed academic journals. He has actively participated in numerous international forums, conferences, and 
seminars held in countries such as Argentina, France, Jordan, Tunisia, Morocco, and others, contributing his 
expertise and insights to global discussions on international relations and political science.

Moroccan Solidarity Movements with Palestine Following Operation Al-Aqsa 

Flood: Reality and Prospects

The paper outlines the Moroccan solidarity movements that have organized various forms of support for the 
Palestinian people and their resistance. It seeks to answer the question: How did the Moroccan people and 
solidarity movements react to Al-Aqsa flood? What are the contexts surrounding this type of solidarity? The paper 
is based on the hypothesis that there is a strong relationship between the increased effectiveness and influence 
of solidarity movements with Palestine in Morocco after 7 October and the continuous efforts these movements 
have accumulated over the years. The study utilizes a descriptive methodology and explores how Moroccan 
solidarity movements interacted with the Al-Aqsa flood. The study draws several conclusions, including the 
multiplicity of solidarity movements in Morocco and the diversity of activities supporting the Palestinian people, 
the presence of several factors such as ideological affiliation that nourish and strengthen these movements, and 
that the solidarity movements are gaining momentum each day despite the challenges they face.
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Professor of Civil Engineering with 35 years of academic and professional experience. He completed his PhD at 
Middle East University, Turkey, in 1991, his MSc from Stanford University in 1985, and his BSc in Civil Engineering 
from Mansoura University. He began his career at An-Najah University, Nablus (1982-1993) before joining the 
Islamic University of Gaza in 1993 where he served as the founding dean of the Faculty of Engineering and was 
appointed Chairman of the Board of Trustees (2014-2022). His research interests include the assessment of 
building damages and the rehabilitation of concrete structures.

University Education in Gaza During War: Reality and Challenges

This paper explores the impact of war on higher education in Gaza, where Israeli forces have destroyed most 
university facilities and targeted academics, administrators, and students. The United Nations has described 
this systematic destruction as "scholasticide", aimed at eradicating the Palestinian education system. Despite 
the ongoing war and severe challenges, Gaza's universities have continued to educate through remote online 
learning, demonstrating resilience. The paper highlights how universities operate in displacement camps 
with limited resources, offering field testimonies of the daily struggles faced by students and academics. 
These challenges reflect the Palestinian people's determination to uphold their right to education. The paper 
also identifies essential relief needs to support universities in sustaining their mission and proposes an initial 
framework for reconstructing and rehabilitating higher education institutions in post-war Gaza.
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Public health researcher on a maternal health project in Pakistan, with extensive experience in both primary 
and secondary qualitative research. She holds a master's degree in International Relations from Turkey and a 
bachelor's degree in Social Development and Policy, with a minor in History, from Habib University in Pakistan. 
Her master's thesis explored the political economy of the BRICS in a shifting global order. Shariff has co-authored 
research on the walkability of Karachi's Dellawalla neighborhood and the challenges faced by women in the city's 
public transportation system. Her academic and professional interests span security, migration, postcolonialism, 
regionalism, gender studies, and public health, with a focus on South Asia and the Middle East.

The Impact of Ongoing Coverage of the Genocide in Gaza on the Collective 

Identity of Global Youth Communities on Social Media

This research seeks to understand the impact of the online real-time coverage of the genocide in Gaza on the 
collective identity of global youth. It analyses the religious, political, and national dimensions of their social 
identity, and answers important questions about the role of youth in mobilizing social media for their benefit in 
navigating through a genocide. Data was collected from 77 respondents from 16 countries. This research revealed 
that different aspects of youth social identity have been influenced by the genocide, primarily religious identity, 
followed by political identity. Additionally, it highlighted that different motivations can consolidate and result 
in a shared devotion to the Palestinian cause. Moreover, they view social media favourably despite expressing 
sadness, anger, and helplessness. They also feel a strong sense of responsibility to advocate for meaningful 
change both on the Palestinian and global front.
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Co-Founder and Director of Al-Marsad Arab Human Rights Centre in the Golan Heights, a researcher and lawyer 
specializing in UN Human Rights Mechanisms. He holds a PhD in International Law and a master's in Conflict 
Management and Mediation. His professional journey includes significant work with Palestinian NGOs from 
2000-2013, where he focused on the legal status of Jerusalem and its Palestinian citizens, ethnic cleansing in 
Jerusalem and serious crimes committed against Palestinians. His research on the conflict in Syria has been 
published under the titles "Accountability for the Perpetrators of War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity"; 
"International Humanitarian Intervention in Syria and the Duty to Protect"; and "Transitional Justice in Syria".

Israel and International Justice: An Overview of International Justice and 

Accountability of Perpetrators of Serious Crimes in the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory

This paper explores the accountability of the perpetrators of serious crimes in the occupied Palestinian territory 
under international justice seeking to end impunity and guarantee justice for the victims. The paper discusses 
the state's duties to prosecute perpetrators under universal jurisdiction and how European countries, in 
particular, refrain from prosecution to prevent the prosecution of Israeli perpetrators of such crimes. Moreover, 
the paper sheds light on the struggle to extend the International Criminal Court's jurisdiction to the occupied 
Palestinian territory, which culminated in the court issuing arrest warrants against Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Yoav Galant on suspicion of committing international crimes against 
the Palestinians. Finally, the paper unpacks South Africa's case against Israel concerning the application of the 
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in the Gaza Strip (South Africa v. Israel) 
and its implications for perpetrators before the International Criminal Court and under universal jurisdiction.
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Assistant Professor in the Media & Communication Department at the Faculty of Graduate Studies in the Arab 
American University, Palestine. He holds a PhD and master's degree in Communication and Media Studies from 
the Eastern Mediterranean University, Cyprus. His research interests focus on Public Relations (Media Relations, 
Engineering of Consent, Reputation Management), Social and Digital Media, Journalism (Fake News and Peace 
Journalism, Investigative journalism), Media Studies, Political Communication, and Digital Rights and Privacy.

The Role of TikTok in Mobilizing the Global Solidarity Movement with Palestine 

during the Genocidel War on Gaza

This study analyses the role of TikTok in mobilizing the global solidarity movement with the Palestinian cause 
since Israel launched its war on Gaza in 2023. The study adopts William McGuire's persuasive communication 
model to comprehend this role from a communication perspective. It uses descriptive-analytical methods, 
employing a mixed-methods approach and content analysis as the primary tool. The study's key findings indicate 
that pro-Palestinian content in English successfully reflects the Palestinian reality during the war, conveying 
the situation from the field to the global audience with ease, speed, and effectiveness. This content has played 
a significant role in drumming up global solidarity with Palestine, supported by diverse, simple, and dynamic 
media content. Additionally, it has facilitated digital campaigns to support Palestinians and engage with their 
cause through celebrities and influencers. Palestinians have managed to showcase a unique model of positively 
leveraging the platform during wars and crises.
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Doctoral researcher at Birzeit University Social Sciences programme, exploring "The Dynamics of Hope in the 
Everyday Society of Pain in the Gaza Strip: Multiple Futurities and Temporalities". In support of her research, 
she was awarded the PARC Fellowship (2023-2024), and the Tania Baker-Asad Scholarship (2024-2025). Othman 
also teaches at Bethlehem University Department of Social Sciences. Her research interests focus primarily 
on the futurity and anthropology of hope and uncertainty, the sociology of pain and emotions, as well as on 
Zionism, settler colonialism, and cultural studies. Her publications include book chapters: "Antisemitism and 
its Contemporary Version: The Jewish as the Enemy of the Zionist Palestine" in Modern Palestine: Exemplars 
of Liberating Knowledge with the Institute of Palestine Studies, and "The Confiscation of the Bedouin Tent: The 
Violence of Museumization and Representation" in Regarding Pictures of Others, with the Qattan Foundation.

In Critique of Trauma Studies: Social Pain as a Site for Social Action and Hope in 

the Time of Genocide

This study questions the prevailing psychological concepts, frameworks, and remedial interventions associated 
with trauma and post-traumatic disorder. It argues for a new framework that addresses critically the complexities 
and contradictions of the Gazans' traumatic experiences as they live the on-going destruction of their social and 
material infrastructure. It proposes the Communal Social Pain as it arises from the trauma of the fragmentation 
of society itself, and of the forced separation of the people from their sociality, materiality, and culture, which, 
altogether, give meaning and direction to their lives. The paper traces how the Palestinians internalize their 
social pain both individually and collectively, how their experiences become an integral element in the formation 
of their selves, their societies and identities, how it turns into an emotional power directing their lives and 
everyday practices, how this communal social pain transforms into a driving force of social action, and how, in 
the process, they resort to the social, cultural, and religious resources. It also traces how the everyday experiences 
of social pain become a site for generating the future imaginaries which the Gazans-in-pain would hope for, and 
how these imaginaries ingrain certain dynamics of action amidst the genocidal present and its overwhelming 
uncertainties. The paper relies on interviews with Gazans living under genocide and engages with their visual 
and textual productions in the cyberspace. It provides an alternative reading in approaching trauma studies by 
re-employing the socio-anthropological approaches to capture the spaces of agency embedded in the Gazans' 
experiences of social pain.
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Editor for the Journal of Palestine Studies. She is a writer and researcher based in Jerusalem. She finished her PhD 
in sociology at George Mason University. The title of her dissertation was, "The Feminization of Resistance, Social 
Reproduction, and Palestinian Embroidery: Women's Work Beyond Surviving and Toward Thriving."

Palestinian Women Embroiderers: Embodying Palestinian Indigenous Sovereignty

This paper explores the articulation and embodiment of sovereignty by way of social reproduction for those living 
under settler colonialism and military occupation in Palestine. The current scholarship on social reproduction 
focuses on women's roles regarding childbearing and caring for children and/or the community. However, 
social reproduction can also influence life and politics through cultural continuity/preservation in the face 
of dispossession and erasure. Women's work with Palestinian embroidery is a gendered politics of life and an 
articulation and embodiment of Indigenous Palestinian sovereignty. The women who embroider the pieces that 
carry Palestine all over the world would not be considered politically active since they are unseen, their work is 
done in silence, at home. But their work is the backbone of Palestinian culture and heritage; Embroidery serves 
as material expression of Palestinian experience, history, and identity.
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President of the Global Campaign for Education and the Regional Coordinator of the Arab Campaign for Education 
for All (ACEA). He founded the Teacher Creativity Center and has extensive experience in education as a social 
actor, working to empower teachers and enhance their crucial role. He holds an honorary doctorate in Education 
from Al Maaref University in Yemen. He is a board member and civil society representative for several leading 
international platforms: Steering Committee for the High-Level Education 2030; International Coordination 
Group of the UNESCO NGO Collective Consultation on Education 2030; Advisory Committee of the UNESCO-
led International Commission on the Futures of Education; Advisory Board of the Global Education Monitoring 
(GEM) Report; and High-Level Steering Committee for Education Cannot Wait (ECW).

The Education Response in Gaza under Genocide: Between Local and International 

Policies and Services in Light of Current Challenges

Gaza's education sector faces unprecedented challenges as it undergoes the current genocide, as educational 
institutions are directly targeted and with the continuous interruption of human and material resources, which 
deepens the education crisis in the region. This vital sector, which represents an essential part of the rights 
of Palestinian children to education, finds itself trapped between the effects of occupation and the reality of 
the bloody war. This paper analyses the response in the Gaza Strip to the state of emergency for the education 
sector through the policies and services provided by the Palestinian government and the Ministry of Education, 
compared with the international response through the United Nations and international organizations. The 
paper seeks to understand the educational response in the context of a state of emergency/war that is not limited 
to the repercussions of military war, but extends to include the effects of the occupation and colonialism. The 
paper focuses on the Palestinian authorities' response to these challenges, and the extent to which international 
responses are appropriate to the actual needs of the education sector in Gaza, while highlighting the service 
provision and policy challenges in light of the war and the colonial occupation.
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Riam Kafri-Abu Laban  

Educational Consultant for the Al-Nayzak Foundation, focusing on the Jerusalem Creativity Oasis. Her work 
focuses on developing content, learning, and managing educational projects. She holds a PhD in Organic 
Chemistry from the University of Tennessee. She began her career as a pharmaceutical researcher, then moved 
into higher education as an assistant professor at Al-Quds University. She then moved to school education 
and administration, where she took up management of Friends High School for seven years. She focuses on 
curriculum design, professional teacher training, and clinical supervision, and holds a global training license in 
the Concept Training Methodology.

The Role of Civil Society Organizations in Responding to Scholasticide in Gaza

Since the beginning of the genocide in Gaza, civil society organizations have quickly sought to meet the needs of 
the community and fill the void left by the war and the destruction of Gaza's institutional infrastructure. Initially, 
their focus was on providing health care, nutrition, water, and shelter, in addition to emergency psychosocial 
support, especially for school-age children. As the war continued, these efforts shifted towards psychological 
relief and recreational activities, and then towards more organized educational interventions: the establishment 
of temporary educational spaces where tents replaced classrooms, and teachers and volunteers began providing 
whatever lessons were available to children of all ages. More than a year into the war, there is an urgent need for 
systematic and sustainable educational solutions to fill a prolific gap that will have long ranging repercussions. 
The paper attempts to answer a set of questions: How can education, both formal and informal, be rehabilitated 
using innovative methods that produce a generation capable of dealing with the tragedy and rebuilding the social 
fabric? Can these institutions formulate a new model for education that goes beyond the limits of emergency 
response towards a more stable and innovative future?
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Rina Okby  

Social work and Psychotherapy Specialist, born in the Negev. She holds a master's degree in Social Work from 
Ben Gurion University, with her thesis focusing on polygamy, in addition to a bachelor's degree from Bar-Ilan 
University. She has practical experience in designing and implementing programs to enhance mental health and 
psychological resilience for vulnerable groups facing frustration and psychological stress. Okby is involved in 
community activities and training in areas of equality and social change, and volunteers in numerous social and 
voluntary projects. She has participated in various training courses, including dynamic psychotherapy, dealing 
with loss and sexual harassment, along with community and voluntary activities aimed at achieving equality 
and social change.

Psychological Frustration as a Motivation for Freedom: A Case Study of Gilboa Prison

On 6 September 2021, six Palestinian prisoners successfully escaped from Gilboa Prison, one of the Israel's 
most fortified prisons, by digging themselves out in an event known as the "Freedom Tunnel". The six prisoners 
inspired awe with their determination and resilience despite the oppressive conditions and suffering inside the 
prison. This study explores the psychological distress experienced by Palestinian political prisoners and how 
it transforms into a driving force for resilience and bold decisions, such as that to escape captivity. The paper 
adopts a qualitative approach, including in-depth interviews with the six prisoners, along with an analysis of 
their testimonies and reliable sources. The research draws on positive psychology theories to understand how 
negative emotions, such as the frustration triggered by harsh detention conditions, can be transformed into a 
fighting spirit and hope that leads to freedom. The findings reveal that the escape was more than just a physical 
act; it represented a psychological liberation that reflects strength of will in the face of injustice. The study 
highlights the prisoners' resistance strategies and the human dimension of their experience.
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Sahera Bleibleh  

Associate Professor at United Arab Emirates University (UAEU) in Al Ain, UAE. specializes in architecture, urban 
design, and planning. She earned her PhD from the University of Washington, receiving the Faculty Medal for 
outstanding research. She has served as a Visiting Scholar at the University of Washington and led UAEU's pavilion 
operations at Dubai Expo 2020. She was recently nominated as an international fellow by Stanford Humanities 
Center, Bleibleh's research examines colonial contexts, urbicide, and socio-spatial resilience. Supported by 
grants from prominent institutions, her work on urban violence and community resilience has been published 
internationally and presented at global conferences.

Healing Urbanism: Sustainable Planning towards Recovery and Resilience in 

the Gaza Strip

In Palestine, where urbicide has become ubiquitous, post-war reconstruction must prioritize human well-being 
and socio-spatial recovery. Healing urbanism considers the interaction between human experiences and the 
urban environment, particularly in the aftermath of military assaults. It incorporates trauma-informed design 
and responsive urban policies to encounter vulnerabilities and restore relationships through reconciliation and 
restorative design. Focusing on the Gaza Strip under prolonged siege and urbicidal attacks, the research employs 
a qualitative approach, proposing a theoretical framework integrating post-war reconstruction and healing 
mechanisms. It suggests a three-layered process emphasizing community wellbeing, spatial recovery, and 
collaborative governance involving stakeholders, grassroots participation, and socio-economic challenges. This 
framework guides urban policies and strategies, prioritizing interventions based on community needs, securing 
resources, and ensuring sustainable recovery. By engaging people in the post-war reconstruction process, healing 
urbanism promotes empowerment, ownership, and long-term resilience, rebuilding both the physical and social 
fabric for a sustainable urban future.
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Sanaa Aboudagga  

Professor of Education specializing in research and evaluation. She holds a PhD and master's degree in Education 
from Iowa State University in the United States. She began her academic career at the Islamic University of 
Gaza in 1999 and has contributed to several initiatives and developmental projects at both the university and 
the Palestinian community level. She has successfully implemented several international educational projects 
in collaboration with prestigious universities in Norway, Finland, and Austri and is a member of numerous 
Palestinian national educational committees.  Her research interests focus on assessment, quality in education, 
and in the developments in the general and the higher education sectors.

Online Learning for University Students in Gaza During the War: An Analysis of 

Challenges and Adaptation Strategies

Universities in Gaza have demonstrated exceptional resilience by resuming distance learning despite the ongoing 
Israeli war. This study explores and analyses the academic challenges faced by university students engaged in 
distance learning and identifies the adaptation strategies they employ, while providing recommendations for 
improving the experience in the future. The mixed-methods approach collects quantitative and qualitative data 
through an online survey distributed to 150 students and open-ended interview questions with 19 students. The 
study reveals that academic challenges in distance learning are interconnected, with the most notable being 
poor internet quality and accessibility, difficulty in understanding study materials, lack of focus, insufficient 
guidance from lecturers, academic isolation, and limited educational resources. The study also highlights 
students' adaptation strategies, which include prioritizing tasks and assignments, utilizing educational resources 
available offline, breaking down learning objectives into manageable steps, maintaining a balanced daily routine 
between study and other activities, and reducing exposure to anxiety-inducing news.
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Sanabel Abdel Rahman  

Postdoctoral Fellow at the Merian Centre for Advanced Studies in the Maghreb, Tunisia. She holds a PhD in Arabic 
Studies, focusing on magical realism in Palestinian literature, from Philipps-Universität Marburg. She completed 
her BA and MA at the University of Toronto's Department of Near and Middle Eastern Civilizations. She was a 
Postdoctoral Fellow at EUME at the Forum Transregionale Studien in 2023/2024 in Berlin, where she worked 
on her research under the title 'Beyond Magical Realism: Situating Palestinian Liberation within Indigenous 
Futurisms' In addition to having lectured at Philipps-Universität Marburg and Freie Universität Berlin, she is a 
writer of fiction and essays around visual arts and film.

Potentializing Aesthetics: Visualizing the Palestinian Revolutionary

In this paper, I shed light on the ongoing construction of the image of the revolutionary as a foil to the victimized 
Palestinian. I argue that such aesthetics potentialize material liberation when embedded within the collective 
Palestinian psyche and exert a tammadi (concretization – a term borrowed from the study of Palestinian 
folktales) of future, liberated Palestinian realities. What patterns can we trace in those images despite their 
emergence from different points in Palestinian history (of struggle)? How do revolutionary aesthetics construct 
the image of the Palestinian liberator? What is the effect of reproducing those images in this critical time of 
Israel's extermination of Palestinian life? What potency do revolutionary archives carry today?
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Shadi Shurafa  

Researcher from Jerusalem specializing in Israeli affairs. He is currently pursuing a PhD in Social Sciences at Birzeit 
University and holds a master's degree in Israeli Studies from Al-Quds University (Abu Dis). He has spent over 
twenty years in Israeli prisons and has published several critical works addressing the realities of imprisonment 
and Palestinian and Israeli issues. Additionally, he contributes as a political analyst on Israeli affairs for several 
media outlets.

The Colonial System of Control and Surveillance in Israeli Prisons: From the 

Panopticon to the Kapo

This study critically examines colonial methods of control and surveillance in Israeli prisons, comparing their 
policies to the "Kapo" system used in Nazi concentration camps. It highlights how prison policies extend beyond 
the Panopticon's surveillance model to systematic strategies that pit prisoners against their peers, stripping them 
of national identity and collective consciousness. Using an analytical and historical comparative approach, the 
study incorporates literature reviews, interviews with former prisoners, and firsthand research within prisons. 
The findings reveal the application of Nazi-like methods as a reality for Palestinian prisoners and, potentially, for 
broader Palestinian society, especially after 7 October 2023. The paper underscores the importance of framing 
the "Kapo" policy as a deliberate strategy aimed at dismantling the structural and moral foundations of the 
prisoner movement while shedding light on the challenges facing Palestinian prisoners under this system.
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Sonia Boulos  

Associate Professor of International Human Rights Law at the Faculty of Law and International relations, Antonio 
de Nebrija University, Spain. She is the Principal Investigator of SEGERICO – The Research Group on Security, Risks 
Management and Conflict, at Nebrija University. Her research focuses on the international protection of human 
rights. Currently she is the Principal Investigator of the Spanish research team in the European research project 
"Protest as a Democracy Test: Protest Culture under Transformation and as a Transformative Power (ProTest)", 
funded by the EU's Horizon 2020 research and innovation program. Boulos is the Co-Editor of Palestine/Israel 
Review, published by Pennsylvania State University.

International Law and the Decolonization of Palestine: The Advisory Opinion 

on the Illegality of the Israeli Occupation

This paper argues that the June 2024 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which declared 
that the Israeli occupation in its entirety is illegal, could be viewed as a moment of inflection that opens new 
politico-legal horizons for the decolonization of Palestine. By adopting a 'strategic expressivist' approach, that 
"mobilize[s] the expressive power of the vocabulary and practices of [international law]" to promote political 
agendas, this paper argues that the Advisory Opinion should be instrumentalized to expand the notion on anti-
impunity in the context of the colonization of Palestine because it addresses structural elements that reproduce 
and sustain different forms of violence inflicted on Palestinians. It can also have a double ripple effect, first 
by supporting accountability efforts in other domains, including international criminal law, and second, it can 
have a transformative effect inside the Green Line capable of challenging and dismantling the settler-colonial 
structures inside Israel.
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Sonia Espinosa Najjar  

Holds PhD in Law from Queen's University Belfast and was affiliated with The Senator George J. Mitchell Institute 
for Global Peace, Security and Justice. She holds an MSc in Global Politics and another in Social Policy and Planning 
in Developing Countries from the London School of Economics and Political Science with a BA from UC Berkeley. 
Her PhD and role as a senior gender development expert led to her exposure to Palestinian and Israeli civil society 
actors, an interest in how they identify themselves and their distinct roles in shaping East Jerusalem.

Palestinian Civil Society, Emotions, and Sumud under Settler Colonialism  –  

The Case of Wadi Hilweh

This paper brings the voices of research interviewees to the fore as they tell their stories and focuses on the 
perspectives of the Palestinians of Wadi Hilweh and the impacts of living in the shadows of the settler colonial 
park with its settler residents. The emotions of those who are occupied in the same yet separate eco-system as 
their settler occupiers are shared while these Palestinians are increasingly unseen or seen as the real outlier-
occupiers. The paper culminates with reflections on their definitions and practices of sumud amidst ongoing 
settlement and layers of violence.
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Sumka Bucan  

Manager of a Balkans regional program that addresses social and economic injustices with a special focus on 
gender equality and women's empowerment. She is a PhD candidate at International Burch University Sarajevo, 
working towards a dissertation in International Relations that concerns the role of civil society in protracted 
conflict, working on the case of Palestine. She graduated from the University of Delaware.

Supranational Policy Contested by National Identities and Interests: The European 

Union Positioning towards the Palestine Question, 2009-2021

This paper examines the role and position of the European Union (EU) in the Middle East Peace Process (MEPP) 
and resolution of the Palestine question. It investigates how the lack of a joint construal and foreign policy 
approach by member states and their particular political and economic interests and individual experience 
have influenced EU policy and practice towards the Palestine question. The paper highlights the developments 
during Netanyahu's 2009-2021 premiership and the discourse, political outlook, interests, and relations that 
have influenced the EU's involvement and approach to MEPP and a resolution of the Palestine question. The 
research ascertains that the EU could have played a more significant and substantial role in MEPP given its legal, 
economic, and political leverage, primarily provided through EU-Israel Association Agreement and the European 
Neighbourhood Policy, that have not been utilized due to contestation and the lack of a joint approach by the 
Member States.
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Taghreed Al Soumairy  

Palestinian journalist and researcher, working as Coordinator for Public Education and Community Programs 
at the Muslim Resource Centre for Social Support and Integration in Ontario, Canada. She holds a PhD in Media 
and Mass Communication Sciences from the Lebanese University. Her current research focuses on digital and 
collective memory in the age of artificial intelligence. She has contributed to numerous research projects, books, 
and international reports addressing topics such as Palestinian memory, women's studies, gender-based violence, 
and media policies. From 2009 to 2010, she worked as a researcher at the Arab Thought Foundation in Beirut. Prior 
to that, she was an independent journalist for several Lebanese newspapers between 2005 and 2009.

Collective Forgetting in the Digital Space: A Condition for Memory or an Erasure 

of the Memory of Colonized Peoples – The Palestinian Case

Given the deficiencies in Arab memory studies and global research on forgetting, this study investigates the 
concept of collective forgetting and the key theories surrounding it, particularly concerning colonized and 
oppressed peoples, specifically Palestinians. The study also explores various forms of forgetting and actions 
undertaken by colonized societies, focusing on the Palestinian experience in digital spaces. It raises questions 
about whether all mnemonic practices of Palestinians can be categorized as memory or if a combined study 
of memory and forgetting is warranted, positing that forgetting is not merely the enemy of memory but a 
prerequisite for it. It analyses three specific Palestinian experiences in the digital realm. The study concludes that 
Palestinians have not only engaged in forgetting but also in silence, highlighting notable forms of forgetting 
such as "preventive forgetting", "chameleon forgetting", and "soft silence."
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Tahani Aldahdouh  

Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Tampere Institute for Advanced Study, Tampere University. As a Palestinian-
Finnish researcher originally from Gaza, Aldahdouh is deeply committed to promoting education equality and 
contributing to global sustainable goals. Her research centers on university teachers' professional development, 
with a focus on examining the applicability of Western theories in diverse, often overlooked contexts in 
global academia. Her areas of expertise include innovativeness, online teaching expertise development and 
mixed-method research design and analysis. She is an active member of the Professional Growth and Learning 
and Higher Education in Transition research groups, with over 15 articles published in education journals.

"Waiting for a better time is a waste of time": Motivations for Learning amid 

the Genocide in Gaza in Light of Sustainable Development Goal 4

This study, set against the backdrop of the ongoing genocide in Gaza (2023–present), investigates the motivations 
driving university students, graduates, and academics to independently enrol in an initiative offering free access 
to online courses through platforms such as Coursera. The research employs a convergent mixed-methods 
design, and all participants in the initiative were invited to complete a brief online questionnaire incorporating 
the situational motivation scale and open-ended questions. A total of 503 responses were collected. The results 
of the quantitative analysis highlight that the participants are mainly driven by autonomous internal motivation, 
and the thematic analysis of the qualitative data further highlighted this motivation, identifying six key 
categories: career-related, war-related, belief-related, personality-related, social and affectional motivations. The 
findings provide critical insights into how educational initiatives can support learners in extreme circumstances 
in alignment with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 4. The paper discusses implications for 
education policy and practice in conflict zones, along with future research. 
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Tarek Hamoud  

Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and an Assistant Professor at Lusail University in Qatar. 
He holds a PhD from the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter in England and a master's 
degree in International Relations from Kingston University in London. He is specialized in the study of Hamas.

The Palestinian Muslim Brotherhood: From Identity Crisis to Armed Struggle

This paper contextualizes the historical background preceding the establishment of Hamas by tracing the 
trajectory of Palestinian Muslim Brotherhood activities, starting before the Nakba and the group's initial 1945 
presence in Palestine. It then examines the divergent paths the Brotherhood took between the Nakba of 1948 
and the 1967 war. The paper highlights the emergence of a national identity within the Palestinian Brotherhood 
in the early 1960s, alongside its regional affiliations, particularly its unification with the Jordanian Brotherhood 
under the name of the Bilad al-Sham Organization in 1978 and the role this unified organization played in 
founding Hamas. The study delves into the various contexts that influenced the evolution of the Palestinian 
Islamic movement over the four decades preceding Hamas' emergence. It provides a comprehensive overview 
of Palestinian Brotherhood activities both within and beyond Palestinian territories. By analysing the historical 
context of the group's activities, the paper seeks to address a critical question: Why did Hamas emerge in Gaza 
and the West Bank, while its political leadership remained abroad for nearly 22 years?
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 Thayer Hastings  

PhD Candidate in the Anthropology Department at the CUNY Graduate Center in New York City. He studies the 
ongoing legacies of colonialism and population engineering in the Middle East. His dissertation documents the 
onerous bureaucratic requirements Israel imposes on Palestinians to prove that they inhabit Jerusalem, the city 
to which they stake indigenous and national claims. The dissertation explores the ways normative frameworks 
for political categories like citizenship and sovereignty are reconfigured at the scale of intimacy and the everyday.

Improper Inhabitance: Evidence, Objects, and the Senses in Jerusalem

This Study takes up the materials that are involved in proving a "centre of life." This includes the documents, 
objects, their archives including the home and court records, as well as their sensory features which become 
central in producing proof for the inspectors who are bureaucracy's human instruments. It draws on home visits, 
interviews, and transcripts of court cases from the files of the HaMoked legal aid organization to show how the 
home archives people maintain come to encompass the home itself as a site of proof-making people live with 
and within. The paper argues that a bureaucratic common sense develops in tandem with racialized suspicion. 
The paper builds on literature of documentation and the senses while furthering an anthropology of intimacy, 
in this case the interior of the home.
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Wafaa Albitawi  

Researcher in economic and social research since 2016. Her interests include aspects of the Palestinian economic 
and social context, such as Sustainable Development Goals, local economic development, food and nutrition 
security, productive sector analysis, political economy, gender studies, agriculture and agricultural finance, 
financial inclusion, public finance, and local governance. Her work focuses on presenting policy proposals to 
decision-makers in the Palestinian government and key partners.

Economic Diagnosis of the Income and Poverty Levels of Palestinian Women 

Working in Israeli Settlements

This paper investigates the economic and social characteristics of Palestinian women working in Israeli 
settlements, with a focus on income level, poverty challenges, and related matters. The study employs a mixed 
methodology, including a field survey and interviews, to highlight the demographic, economic, and social 
characteristics of these women while focusing on those primarily living in the Jordan Valley. The main findings 
show that most women working in settlements work in low-wage agricultural and food-processing jobs. They 
are driven by limited job opportunities in the local market, wage discrepancies, and financial needs. The paper 
also examines the consequences of the ongoing war on Gaza, which has increased these women's economic 
vulnerabilities. Furthermore, they face significant rights violations, such as a lack of written contracts and health 
insurance, as well as a hazardous environment. The paper emphasizes the opportunity cost to the local economy 
and advocates for policies that promote long-term local employment opportunities. The recommendations 
include targeted programs to increase women's labour participation locally, reduce their dependency on 
settlement jobs, and address gender imbalances in the Palestinian labour market.
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Walid Habbas  

Researcher at the Palestinian Forum for Israeli Studies (MADAR)

Indigenous Management: Israel's Colonial Governance Strategy in the Occupied 

Territories

This article examines the colonial apparatuses governing the occupied territories, focusing on the Central 
Command of the Israeli military, the Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT), and the 
Civil Administration. Since 1967, these bodies have operated on two key assumptions: the permanence of Israeli 
occupation and the continued presence of Palestinians in the occupied territories. In response, a strategy of 
"Indigenous Management" emerged, built on four pillars: establishing a colonial bureaucratic system, enforcing 
discriminatory legal frameworks, implementing biopolitical policies, and exerting spatial control. The study 
concludes that the rise of far-right ideologies and messianic religious Zionism within Israel signals a significant 
shift in its approach to Palestinians. This shift, starkly illustrated during the genocidal war on Gaza, replaces the 
"Indigenous Management" model and reignites a debate – driven by settler movements – on how to deal with 
five million unwanted Palestinians in the occupied territories.

Economic Impacts of Israeli Industrial Zones in the West Bank

This paper explores the multifaceted impacts of Israeli industrial zones in the West Bank, focusing on their role as 
tools for settlement expansion and the Judaization of the occupied land, extending beyond being mere economic 
projects. The study demonstrates how these industrial zones exploit geographical locations and infrastructure 
to undermine the Palestinian economy while asserting Israeli control over the land. At a deeper level, these 
industrial zones represent a modern and sophisticated form of Israeli colonial infrastructure. They are not merely 
profit-driven constructions; rather, they serve as colonial tools that significantly permeate Palestinian society, 
shaping lifestyles by restricting the economic choices available to Palestinians. These zones are designed to 
remain outside of Palestinian sovereignty, and are closely integrated with the Israeli economy. This integration 
further entrenching the dependency of the Palestinian economy and diminishes its potential for independence.



117

Xavier Abu Eid  

Political Scientist and PhD candidate, Trinity College Dublin. Author of Rooted in Palestine: Palestinian Christians 
and the Struggle for National Liberation 1917-2004 (Dar Al Kalima University Press, 2022) and former adviser to 
the PLO Negotiations Affairs Department.

International Law and the Decolonization of Palestine: The Advisory Opinion 

on the Illegality of the Israeli Occupation

This paper argues that the June 2024 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which declared 
that the Israeli occupation in its entirety is illegal, could be viewed as a moment of inflection that opens new 
politico-legal horizons for the decolonization of Palestine. By adopting a 'strategic expressivist' approach, that 
"mobilize[s] the expressive power of the vocabulary and practices of [international law]" to promote political 
agendas, this paper argues that the Advisory Opinion should be instrumentalized to expand the notion on 
anti-impunity in the context of the colonization of Palestine because it addresses structural elements that 
reproduce and sustain different forms of violence inflicted on Palestinians. It can also have a double ripple effect, 
first by supporting accountability efforts in other domains, including international criminal law, and second, it 
can have a transformative effect inside the Green Line capable of challenging and dismantling the settler-colonial 
structures inside Israel.



118

Yara Hawari  

Co-Director of Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network. She previously served as the Palestine Policy Fellow 
and Senior Analyst. Yara completed her PhD in Middle East Politics at the University of Exeter, where she taught 
various undergraduate courses and continues to be an Honorary Research Fellow. In addition to her academic 
work, which focuses on indigenous studies and oral history, she is a frequent political commentator writing for 
various media outlets including The Guardian, Foreign Policy, and Al Jazeera English. Yara published her first 
novel, Stone House (Hajar Press), in 2021 and hosts the Rethinking Palestine podcast.

Palestinian Women in the Struggle: Carving A New Framework for Liberation

Palestinian women have always been politicized individuals and part and parcel of the national liberation 
struggle. However, many patriarchal narratives position them simply as wives, sisters or mothers of fighters, 
martyrs, and leaders – in other words defined solely by their relationships to men in the struggle. Yet even a 
cursory look back through history and historiography reveals a more complex and independent relationship with 
politics and political organising where they too show up as fighters, martyrs, and leaders. This paper draws upon 
recent examples of Palestinian feminist organising which demonstrates both in ideology and praxis what a new 
framework of liberation can look like.
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	 Adham Saouli 

	 Professor of Political Science and International Relations at the Doha Institute of Graduate 
Studies and Professor in International Relations at the University of St Andrews. His 
disciplinary interests are in Comparative Politics and International Relations, with a focus 
on the Middle East. Saouli's research focuses on state formation, politics and international 
relations of the Middle East, and social movements. He is the author of the Arab State: 
Dilemmas of Late Formation (Routledge, 2012); Hezbollah: Socialisation and its Tragic 
Ironies (Edinburgh University Press, 2019); editor of Unfulfilled Aspirations: Middle Power 
Politics in the Middle East (Oxford University Press, 2020); and co-editor of The War for 
Syria: Regional and International Dimensions of the Syrian Uprisings (Routledge, 2019). He 
is the Founding Editor of Disruptions, a book series on social movements and revolutions 
published by Edinburgh University Press.

	 Aed Mahmoud Yaghi

	 Director of the Palestinian Medical Relief Society in Gaza. Born in Gaza City, to a refugee 
family, Yaghi holds a degree in medicine and general surgery, certified to practice by the 
Palestinian Board of Surgery and a master's degree in health administration. Member of 
the Palestinian Central Council, the Political Bureau of the Palestinian National Initiative 
Movement, the Palestinian National Conference. Chairman of the National Rehabilitation 
Society, member of the Board of Directors of the Palestinian Non-Governmental 
Organizations Network, the Board of Directors of the Arab Network for Development in 
Beirut, the Board of Directors of the Center for the Development of Non-Governmental 
Organizations, and many other Arab and international institutions and networks. He has 
participated in all Palestinian reconciliation meetings held in Cairo, Moscow, Algeria, and 
Beijing, since 2009.

	 Ali A Shaath 

	 Prominent expert in relief and reconstruction, currently working with international, 
regional, and local institutions. Former Associate Professor of Civil Engineering at the 
University of Strathclyde in Glasgow. Since returning to Palestine, he has held several 
leadership positions, including with the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation 
and the Ministry of Transport and Communications. He has served as CEO of Palestine 
Industrial Estates & Free Zones Authority (PIEFZA), Chairman of the Sea Ports Authority, 
Deputy Governor of Palestine at the Islamic Development Bank in Jeddah, Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the Palestinian Housing Council, and a member of the National 
Committee for Reconstruction after the War on Gaza in 2014. 
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	 Ali Mohammed Al Dahab

	 Retired Brigadier General and Yemeni researcher, specialist in strategic military and security 
affairs. He holds a PhD in maritime transport technology (and security, environment, and 
maritime safety). His interests focus on security and armed conflict issues.  He is the author 
of Non-traditional Security Threats in the Western Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden: A 
Study in Developing Confrontation Mechanisms (Al Jazeera Center for Studies, 2022); the 
chapter "Regional Interventions in the Yemeni War and Their Implications for the Security of 
the Arabian Gulf" in Arab National Security and Regional Security Challenges (Arab Center 
for Research and Policy Studies, 2023); and the chapter "Rebuilding the Yemeni Military 
Institution in Light of the Implications of the Popular Revolution and Democratic Transition 
in 2011" in Yemen: Revolution, Democracy, and War: Political Transformations and Hopes for 
State Building (Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, 2023).

	 Hani Almasri

	 Palestinian writer and political analyst, and General Director of the Masarat Center for Policy 
Research since 2011. He is also Founder and was General Director of the Palestinian Center 
for Media, Research, and Studies (Badael) from 2005 to 2011. He served as the Head of the 
Palestinian section in Al-Hadaf magazine, which was published in Beirut from 1981 to 1989 
and held the position of General Director of the General Directorate of Publications and 
Publishing in the Palestinian Ministry of Information from 1995 to 2005. He has published 
extensively in various Palestinian and Arab magazines and newspapers and is a weekly 
columnist for multiple newspapers. Several foreign institutions translate his articles and 
distribute them widely. He is an advisor to Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network and 
was a member of the Board of Trustees of the Yasser Arafat Foundation until 2021. 

	 Marwan Kabalan 

	 The Director of the Political Studies Unit at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, 
who also chairs the Gulf Studies Forum, serves as Program Manager for Diplomatic Studies 
and International Cooperation at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. Previously, he 
served as Dean of the Faculty of International Relations and Diplomacy at the University 
of Kalamoun, worked as a professor of international politics at the University of Damascus, 
and lectured in the Department of International Politics at the University of Manchester 
in the UK. He has also served as an international affairs consultant for various Arab and 
regional research organizations and institutions. His publications include Syrian Foreign 
Policy and the United States: From Bush to Obama, Iran-Iraq-Syria: Shocks and Rivalries in 
Triadic Pattern, and Qatar's Foreign Policy Geography, Politics and Strategy since 1971 (2024).
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	 Mehran Kamrava

	 Professor of Government at Georgetown University in Qatar. He also directs the Iranian 
Studies Unit at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. Kamrava is the author 
of a number of journal articles and books, including, most recently, How Islam Rules in 
Iran: Theology and Theocracy in the Islamic Republic (Cambridge University Press, 2024);  
Righteous Politics: Power and Resilience in Iran (Cambridge University Press, 2023); A 
Dynastic History of Iran: From the Qajars to the Pahlavis (Cambridge University Press, 
2022); Triumph and Despair: In Search of Iran's Islamic Republic (Oxford University Press, 
2022); A Concise History of Revolution (Cambridge University Press, 2020); Troubled Waters: 
Insecurity in the Persian Gulf (Cornell University Press, 2018); Inside the Arab State (Oxford 
University Press, 2018); The Impossibility of Palestine: History, Geography, and the Road 
Ahead (Yale University Press, 2016); and, Qatar: Small State, Big Politics (Cornell University 
Press, 2015).

	 Osama Abu Irshaid 

	 Non-resident Researcher from Washington DC at the Arab Center for Research and Policy 
Studies. Executive Director of Americans for Justice in Palestine (AJP Action), a US lobbying 
organization for Palestinian rights. He is the current chairperson of the US Council of 
Muslim Organizations (USCMO), an umbrella organization of eight major national Muslim 
organizations in the US. He completed his PhD in Political Science at Loughborough 
University in the United Kingdom. He lectures frequently on Middle East and US politics. 
He is a regular commentator on Palestinian and Middle Eastern affairs and has authored or 
co-authored several books in Arabic as well as dozens of studies and articles in Arabic and 
English, on issues relevant to the US and the Middle East and their political climates. 

	 Tamara Kharroub 

	 Deputy Executive Director and a Senior Fellow at Arab Center Washington DC. She holds a 
PhD from Indiana University Bloomington and an MA from the University of Westminster 
and is the recipient of several awards and fellowships including Fulbright. Her research 
focuses on the intersection of technology and human rights and democracy in the Middle 
East and North Africa. She publishes research and policy analysis papers and editorials 
exploring the role of media and communication technology in the political process 
including issues of digital authoritarianism and repression, disinformation and information 
environments, cyber power and geopolitics, surveillance technologies, propaganda and 
media representation, identity politics online, artificial intelligence and autonomous 
weapons, and digital rights, in addition to research on Palestine/Israel and US policy there. 
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	 Tarek Hamoud 

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and an Assistant Professor at 
Lusail University in Qatar. He holds a PhD from the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at 
the University of Exeter in England and a master's degree in International Relations from 
Kingston University in London. He is specialized in the study of Hamas.

	 Tariq Dana

	 Associate Professor and Head of Conflict Management and Humanitarian Action 
Program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. His area of specialization includes an 
interdisciplinary approach encompassing critical political economy, colonial and settler-
colonial studies, national liberation movements, foreign intervention, and state-building, 
as well as economic development, with a particular focus on Palestine and the Arab world. 
He serves as a policy advisor for Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network, a research 
associate at Security in Context, and an associate editor for the Middle East Critique 
journal. His work has been published in various peer-reviewed academic journals, and he 
has contributed to edited books. Additionally, he has written numerous opinion articles for 
a range of Arabic and international newspapers, magazines, and websites.

	 Yousef Munayyer

	 Head of the Palestine/Israel Program and Senior Fellow at the Arab Center, Washington 
DC. He also serves as a member of the editorial committee of the Journal of Palestine 
Studies and was previously Executive Director of the US Campaign for Palestinian Rights. 
Munayyer holds a PhD in International Relations and Comparative Politics from the 
University of Maryland. Some of his published articles can be found in The New York Times, 
The Washington Post, The Nation, Boston Globe, Foreign Policy, Journal of Palestine Studies, 
Middle East Policy, and others. 
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Moderators

	 Abdulrahman Alebrahim 

	 Assistant Professor in the Department of History at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, 

and researcher at the Gulf and Arabian Studies Unit in the Arab Center for Research and Policy 

Studies. He earned his PhD from the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at the University 

of Exeter (2017). He specializes in the modern history of the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula and 

related studies, with a special focus on the northern regions – Kuwait, Najd, and Al-Zubayr – 

examining the historical sources of the sheikhdoms in the 19th and 20th centuries through a 

critical lens. His research interests include the marginalized history of the Gulf and Arabian 

Peninsula including the history of slavery, cultural and religious thought history, and social 

history. He has published widely, including Kuwait's Politics Before Independence (2019); 

"The Neglected Sheikhdom at the Frontier of Empires: An Introduction to al-Zubayr" (2020); 

and "History Is Not Written Once" (2022).

	 Amal Ghazal

	 Professor of History and Dean of the School of Social Sciences and Humanities at the Doha 

Institute for Graduate Studies. She received her BA from the American University of Beirut 

and her MA and PhD in History from the University of Alberta. She was a postdoctoral fellow 

at the University of Toronto, and a faculty member at Dalhousie University in Halifax, and 

Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, where she also directed the Centre for Comparative 

Muslim Studies. She specializes in modern Arab intellectual history. She was the recipient 

of several grants from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, of 

the Gerda Henkel Foundation Research Scholarship, and the Institut d'Etudes Avancées de 

Nantes Fellowship.  Her publications have covered many topics and have encompassed a 

wide geography, from the Arabian Peninsula to East Africa, from the Levant to North Africa.

	 Areen Hawari 

	 Academic and political activist. She is the General Director of Mada al-Carmel – Arab Center 

for Applied Social Research in Haifa. She holds a PhD in Gender Studies from Ben-Gurion 

University of the Negev. Her research is concerned with 1948 Palestinians, with a focus on 

women's activism, between feminism, religion and political power. She co-edited Zionism 
and Settler Colonialism: Palestinian Approaches, (Published in Arabic in 2023).
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	 Ayah Randall

	 Assistant Professor in the Human Rights Program. She holds a PhD in Law from the University 
of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia, an LLM in International Law from Georgetown 
University in Washington, DC, USA, and an LLM in Public Law from Birzeit University. Her 
research interests include Palestine and international law, international humanitarian law, 
international criminal law, gender, and human rights.

	 Ayat Hamdan

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and Editing Director of Ostour 
journal for historical studies. Hamdan received her PhD from the Institute of Arab & Islamic 
Studies at the University of Exeter, UK, where she served as an assistant lecturer in the 
Political Science department. She was also awarded a fellowship at the Refugee Studies 
Centre at the University of Oxford. She edited Jerusalem: Ethnic Cleansing and Forms of 
Resistance (ACRPS, 2023). 

	 Ayham Sahli 

	 Researcher at the Institute for Palestine Studies, he writes articles and reports for Majallat 
al-dirasat al-filastiniya and the IPS website. He also contributes to the development of 
material on the Palestinian refugee camps in the Interactive Encyclopedia of the Palestine 
Question (Palquest), works on documenting the cultural state at the Yarmouk refugee 
camp in Syria through articles and discussions, and participates in other IPS activities and 
programs. He participated in the writing of the book Love in the Camp (in Arabic), published 
by IPS, and is currently completing his first novel.

	 Azza El Hassan 

	 Visiting professor at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. She is the founder of The Void 
Project, which explores the uses of images that survive colonial plunder. As a filmmaker, 
she is the winner of various international film awards. Her recent book, The Afterlife of 
Palestinian Images, questions the effect of colonial violence on the production of a modern 
anticolonial visual narrative. 

	 Dina Taha

	 Assistant Professor at the Department of Sociology and Anthropology. Her research is 
marked by her commitment to decolonizing research and community-engaged scholarship, 
focused on forced migration, gender, and family with special concentration on Muslim 
minorities. She has published book chapters and journal articles in critical periodicals such 
as Gender, Place and Culture and Mashriq and Mahjar. She leads a Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) partnership grant project that involves the community 
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in rethinking responses to gender-based violence among cultural and religious minorities. 
She is pioneering a groundbreaking approach to the shelter system tailored for religious 
and cultural minorities in the Canadian context and also co-leads a collaborative project 
with the Refugee Research Networking, aimed at mobilizing refugee research knowledge 
and facilitating knowledge exchange among scholars, policymakers, and individuals with 
lived experiences of forced migration. 

	 Ghassan Elkahlout

	 Director of the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies and an Associate Professor at 
the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. With over 30 years of experience in humanitarian 
response and post-war recovery, he earned his PhD in post-war reconstruction from 
the University of York. Before joining the Doha Institute in 2016, Elkahlout worked with 
organizations like the UN, IFRC and Islamic Relief Worldwide, participating in emergency 
response teams in conflict-affected regions, including Palestine, Iraq, and Yemen. In 2015, he 
became Director of the Humanitarian Forum, focusing on training and knowledge sharing 
in the sector. His research has been published in various international journals, addressing 
humanitarian action and recovery. He is also the author of Humanitarian Action: Reality 
and Challenges, a leading Arabic text on the subject, contributing significantly to the field 
of humanitarian studies.

	 Haider Saeed

	 Head of the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies Unit at the Arab Center for Research and 
Policy Studies, and Editor-in-Chief of Siyasat Arabiya. He holds a PhD in Linguistics from 
Baghdad's Al Mustansiriya University (2001). His research interests focus on Iraq, divided 
societies, and critical analysis of political discourse. His published works include Arab 
Shiites: Identity and Citizenship (2019), The Politics of the Symbol and the End to National 
Culture of Iraq (2009) and The Status of Social Sciences in Iraqi Universities (2008). He 
contributed three chapters to the ACRPS book The Islamic State Organization, 'ISIS' (2018), 
and supervised the completion of a study on "Islamic Civil Society in Iraq" (2010) with a 
research team. He contributed to writing the "National Report on Human Development in 
Iraq" for the years 2009 and 2014.

	 Harith Hassan

	 Associate Researcher at the Arab Center. He holds a PhD in Political Science from Sant'Anna 
School for Advanced Studies in Pisa, Italy and an MA in Political Communication from the 
University of Leeds. He previously worked as a non-resident researcher at the Malcolm H. Kerr 
Carnegie Middle East Center, and a resident researcher at both the Central European University 
and Harvard University. He has published widely in Arabic and English academic journals. His 
interests centre on state issues and their relationship to society, identity, and development.
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	 Hazim Rahahleh

	 Researcher and director of the Economic Studies Unit at the Arab Center for Research and 
Policy Studies. He obtained a doctorate in Economics in 2005 from Darmstadt University 
of Technology, in Germany. He has worked as Director General of the Social Security 
Corporation in Jordan and Deputy Chairman of its Board of Directors (2018-2022), Chairman 
of Governance Committee at the Social Security Investment Fund,  Director of Policies and 
Studies at the Economic Cities and Special Zones Authority in Saudi Arabia, an expert at the 
Ministry of Economy and Trade in Qatar, an economic advisor to the General Secretariat of 
the Supreme Economic Council in Saudi Arabia, and an economic advisor to the Ministries 
of Finance and Labour in Jordan, in addition to his work as a consultant in social insurance 
reform for the World Bank and the International Labour Organization. He has published 
many economic studies on public policy and social insurance and security.

	 Ibrahim Fraihat 

	 Associate Professor of International Conflict Resolution at the Doha Institute for Graduate 
Studies. He previously served as senior foreign policy fellow at the Brookings Institution, and 
taught conflict resolution at Georgetown University and George Washington University. His 
latest book publications include: Conflict Mediation in the Arab World (Syracuse University 
Press 2023), Rebel Governance in the Middle East (Palgrave 2023), Iran and Saudi Arabia: 
Taming a Chaotic Conflict (Edinburgh University Press, 2020), Unfinished Revolutions: 
Yemen, Libya, and Tunisia after the Arab Spring (Yale University Press, 2016).

	 Ismail Nashef 

	 Associate Professor on the Anthropology and Sociology program at the Doha Institute for Graduate 
Studies. He has held academic positions in different universities. In addition to his academic 
career, he is a literary and art critic, and curator. His research focus is on materiality, language, 
and ideology. He explores these topics as they are manifested and expressed in literature and 
visual arts. His current research is on visual arts and literature in colonial contexts, with special 
attention to the Arab Islamic societies, generally, and the Palestinian one, particularly.  His 
publications include: A Language of Ones' Own: Literary Arabic, the Palestinians, and Israel (2023); 
Ruins: Expressing al Nakbah (2019); Arabic: A story of a colonial mask (2018); June's Childhood: 
Dar al Fata al Arabi and the genres of tragedy (2016); Images of the Palestinian Death (2015); On 
Palestinian Abstraction: Zohdy Qadry and the Geometrical Melody of Late Modernism (2014).  

	 Issam Nassar

	 Professor of Modern Middle East Cultural History with an interest in visual culture, in 
particular photography. Nassar is the Chair of the History program at the DI and served 
as a professor of History at several universities, including Illinois State University. He has 
authored, co-authored, and edited a number of books, the latest of which is: Camera 
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Palestina, co-authored with Stephen Sheehi and Salim Tamari (University of California 
Press, 2022);  His other books include: History of Palestinians and Their National Movement, 
[in Arabic] co-authored with Maher Charif (Beirut: Institute for Palestine Studies, 2018); 
The Storyteller of Jerusalem: The Life and Times of Wasif Jawhariyyeh, 1904-1948, edited, 
annotated and introduced with Salim Tamar (Northhampton, MA: Interlink, 2013); and 
I Would Have Smiled: Photographing the Palestinian Refugee Experience, co-edited with 
Rasha Salti (Jerusalem: Institute for Palestine Studies, 2009).

	 Laila Omar 

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and Adjunct Professor in the 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology at the Doha Institute. She holds a PhD in Sociology 
from the University of Toronto. She previously worked as a postdoctoral researcher and 
Fung Global Fellow at the Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies (PIIRS), 
Princeton University, in the United States. Her research interests lie in the areas of international 
migration, forced displacement, migrants' and refugees' integration, and qualitative methods. 
Her research has been funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada (SSHRS) and published in several respected peer-reviewed journals.

	 Leila Seurat 

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. She  completed her doctoral 
thesis at the Sciences Po Paris in 2014, studying the foreign policy of Hamas. For her 
postdoctoral research, she studied order maintenance and policing in Lebanon.  She has 
taught the sociology of international relations and the political sociology of Arab countries 
at Sciences Po, as well as the history of the contemporary Middle East at INALCO. She is the 
author of The Foreign Policy of Hamas: Ideology, Decision Making and Political Supremacy 
in the SOAS Palestine Studies collection by I.B Tauris (2022). A former member of the jury for 
the Capes d'histoire, she has also directed an anthology of Arab political thought, which she 
co-authored with Jihane Sfeir (CNRS Éditions, 2022).

	 Lourdes Habash

	 Associate Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Law and Public Administration at Birzeit 
University. She has served as Vice President for Community Affairs and Director of the Ibrahim 
Abu-Lughod Institute of International Studies. Habash earned her PhD in Political Science 
from Cairo University, specializing in Political Theory. Her contributions in peer-reviewed 
journals include: "The Hidden War on Higher Education: Unmasking the 'Educide' in Gaza" 
(co-authored with Ibrahim Rabiaa). "Hegemony in International Relations: A Conceptual 
Review in Light of the American Case", "US-Israeli Relations and the War Against Gaza: 
Continuity and Change" (co-authored with Ibrahim Rabiaa). and "Realist Theory in the Face 
of International Unipolarity" (co-authored with Ali Jarwabi).
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	 Mahmoud Muhareb

	 Palestinian Associate Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. He has 
published dozens of research articles and books on the Palestine Question, the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, Zionism, and Israel.

	 Mai Abu Moghli 

	 Assistant Professor on the Human Rights Program at the Doha Institute. Her main fields of 
specialization include critical human rights and critical development studies, comparative and 
international education and education in emergencies and refugee studies with a focus on the 
Arabic speaking countries. She is a member of several regional academic bodies and networks 
such as the Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network and The Arab Council for Social Sciences 
(ACSS). Her current research focuses on Academic freedoms in higher education institutions 
globally, decolonizing higher education, and critical research ethics. Abu Moghli has published 
in policy journals, media outlets, and academic blogs targeting a broader audience, including 
the Nation, NORRAG, INEE, MERIP, Al-Shabaka, and the New Arab.

	 Mueen Al-Taher

	 A Palestinian writer and researcher, supervising the Memory of Palestine book series, 
published by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS), which has released 
28 publications to date. His most important publications include: Tobacco and Olives: Tales 
and Images from a Time of Resistance, Dialectical Figures in Arab Thought and Islamic 
Philosophy, The Diary of Akram Zuaiter (The Years of Crisis 1967-1970) (ed.), The Diary 
of Akram Zuaiter: The Hopes of Unity and the Pains of Division (1949-965) (two parts) 
(compilation), The Diary of Adnan Abu Odeh 1970-1988 (compilation), and Al-Mustadrak in 
the Diary of Adnan Abu Odeh (compilation). He has participated in a number of conferences, 
published studies and research papers in peer-reviewed journals, and writes for Al-Araby 
Al-Jadeed newspaper and specialized periodicals.

	 Majdi Malki

	 Director of the Institute for Palestine Studies and Head of its Research Department. He has 
been a professor in the Department of Sociology at Birzeit University since 1995, where he 
has held several prominent positions, including Dean of the Faculty of Arts from 2015 to 
2020 and Director of the Abu Lughod Institute for International Studies. He has participated 
in numerous international and local conferences, and has published several books and 
studies in the fields of development, social policy, migration, and civil society.
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	 Mohammed Hemchi

	 Researcher at the Arab Centre for Research and Policy Studies and Assistant Professor 
at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. He is a former lecturer at the Department of 
Political Science, University of Oum El Bouaghi, Algeria. He holds a PhD in International 
Relations from University of Batna 1, Algeria. His publications include Complexity Theory 
of International Relations: An Introduction (2021), a translation of Emmanuel Wallerstein's 
After Liberalism (2022), and a translation of Populism and Global Politics (2022), in addition 
to other articles and chapters in peer-reviewed journals and edited volumes.

	 Nadim Rouhana

	 Professor of International Affairs and Conflict Studies and Director of the Fares Center for 
Eastern for Eastern Mediterranean Studies at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at 
Tufts University. His research includes work on the dynamics of protracted social conflict, 
collective identity and democratic citizenship in multiethnic states, and questions of 
decolonization and transitional justice in settler colonial regimes. His publications include 
Palestinian Citizens in an Ethnic Jewish State: Identities in Conflict (Yale University Press, 
1997) and Israel and its Palestinian citizens: Ethnic Privileges in the Jewish State (Ed., 
Cambridge University Press, 2017). He has held various academic positions in Palestinian, 
Israeli, and US universities including at Harvard University, Boston College, MIT, and George 
Mason University. He was a co-founder of the Program on International Conflict Analysis and 
Resolution at Harvard's Weatherhead Center for International Affairs where he co-chaired 
the Center's Seminar on International Conflict Analysis and Resolution from 1992-2001. He 
is the Founding Director (2000-2017), of Mada al-Carmel: The Arab Center for Applied Social 
Research, in Haifa.

	 Rashad Twam

	 Research Fellow and faculty member at the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, 
Birzeit University- Palestine. He has worked as a lecturer, consultant, researcher, and trainer 
in collaboration with several local and international universities and institutions. He holds 
a PhD in Public Law. His most prominent publications, scientific and professional activities 
revolve around an interdisciplinary legal approach including politics, civil-military relations, 
security and media. His most recent publications include "The Military and Politics in the 
Arab Region: The Debate on the Explanatory Competence of Constitutional Theory and 
the Feasibility of Interdisciplinary Approaches" (2024), "Law as a Vicious Circle: Community 
Protests against the Palestinian Government in West Bank" (2024), "The Dual Functionality 
of Constitutional Judiciary in Authoritarian Regimes and the Palestinian Experience" (2023), 
and "The Game of Law: Changes in the relationship between the Palestinian Authority and 
the PLO" (2023).
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	 Said Sultan Al Hashimi

	 Visiting Researcher at the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies Unit in the Arab Center for 
Research and Policy Studies. He is a PhD researcher in the Center for Arab Studies at the 
University of Houston. He holds a master's degree in Strategic Studies from the University 
of Aberdeen, United Kingdom (2006) and a bachelor's degree in Political Science and 
Economics from Kuwait University (1999). He is a human rights and social justice activist 
whose research interests include anti-colonialism and anti-imperialism, and revolution 
and resistance in Oman and the Arabian Peninsula. His publications include Oman: The 
People and the State (2024); Oman: Man and Power, An Explanatory Introduction to the 
Contemporary Omani Political Scene (2014); The Omani Spring: Significance and Context 
(2013). He has also published novels.

	 Tamer Qarmout

	 Associate Professor in Public Policy and the former Program Head of Public Administration 
Graduate Programs at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. Prior to joining academia, 
Qarmout worked for the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) in several 
management positions. His research focuses on public policy analysis and formulation, 
institutional reform, foreign aid, and conflict resolution. Qarmout sits on the Programme 
and Research Advisory Committee (PRAC) for the International Institute of Administrative 
Sciences (IIAS), and chairs its working group on "Public Administration in conflict-affected 
and fragile situations".

	 Tariq Dana

	 Associate Professor and Head of Conflict Management and Humanitarian Action Program at 
the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. His area of specialization includes an interdisciplinary 
approach encompassing critical political economy, colonial and settler-colonial studies, 
national liberation movements, foreign intervention, and state-building, as well as 
economic development, with a particular focus on Palestine and the Arab world. He serves 
as a policy advisor for Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network, a research associate at 
Security in Context, and an associate editor for the Middle East Critique journal. His work 
has been published in various peer-reviewed academic journals, and he has contributed to 
edited books. Additionally, he has written numerous opinion articles for a range of Arabic 
and international newspapers, magazines, and websites.

	 Samia Bishara

	 Managing Director of Tarsheed, an educational institution established by the Arab 
Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS). In her role, Bishara leads and supervises 
all of Tarsheed's educational projects and initiatives, overseeing strategic planning and 
operations. She has extensive experience in leadership and strategic planning within the 
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fields of education and social development. the Prior to joining Tarsheed, Bishara was the 
Director of the Training and Consultancy Division at the Jordan River Foundation (JRF). 
She also directed the Child Safety Program (CSP) and managed the Queen Rania Family 
and Child Center (QRFCC). Additionally, she was the Director of the Family Center, which 
provides psychosocial services for victims of domestic violence, and managed a family 
daycare project in East Jerusalem. Bishara holds both a master's and bachelor's degree in 
Social Work, along with a Higher Diploma in Early Childhood.

	 Walid Habbas

	 Researcher at the Palestinian Forum for Israeli Studies (MADAR)



Participants
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	 Abdalhadi Alijla

	 Palestinian social and political scientist and author of Trust in Divided Societies and co-editor 
of Rebel Governance in the Middle East. A Non-Resident Senior Fellow at Arab Reform 
Initiative, he co-founded the Palestine Young Academy in 2020 and manages the Varieties of 
Democracy Institute (GU) for Gulf countries. He holds a PhD in Political Studies (Milan) and an 
MA in Public Policy (Zeppelin University). Alijla has held prestigious fellowships, including OIB, 
Gerda Henkel, DAAD among others, and worked with NGOs like Transparency International 
and UNV. His research focuses on divided societies, democracy, and Middle East studies.

	 Abdelrahman Alfar

	 Academic and researcher specialized in economics, health economics, and sustainable 
development. He holds a PhD in Economics from the UK. As a Principal Analyst in 
Epidemiology and Health Economics at NHS England he had led key projects. His academic 
career includes teaching roles at prestigious institutions such as University College London. 
His expertise spans a wide range of subjects, including Pharmacoeconomics, Econometrics, 
and Economic Evaluation. He has a proven track record in leading impactful research, 
including the "War Impacts on Food Systems in Gaza and the West Bank" project for the UN 
World Food Programme.

	 Areej Sabagh Khoury

	 Assistant Professor of Sociology at UC Berkeley. She is the author of Colonizing Palestine: The 
Zionist Left and the Making of the Palestinian Nakba (Stanford, 2023), which explores the 
dispossession of Palestinians by kibbutz settlers in the Jezreel Valley. Her research focuses on 
settler colonialism, political sociology, Zionism, and the experiences of Palestinian citizens 
in Israel. Her work has been published in leading journals, including Sociological Theory, 
Current Sociology, and Politics & Society. Sabbagh-Khoury has been awarded prestigious 
grants and fellowships from organizations such as the H.F. Guggenheim Foundation, 
Fulbright, and the Israel Science Foundation (ISF).

	 Catherine Charrett

	 Senior Lecturer in International Relations at the University of Westminster. She completed 
her doctoral research at Aberystwyth University in 2014 on EU-Hamas diplomacy following 
the 2006 Palestinian legislative elections. Charrett's research interests include anti-colonial 
and anti-imperial perspectives on sovereignty and diplomacy. She has published this 
work with Routledge, Interventions Book Series and several leading journals. Catherine 
was an Early Career Research Fellow (2018-2019) with the Independent Social Research 
Foundation (ISRF) for her public engagement approach to research. Catherine has an MSc 
in International Relations from the London School of Economics and a BA in International 
Relations and Political Science from the University of British Columbia. 
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	 Dag Henrik Tuastad

	 Anthropologist and Senior Lecturer in Middle East Studies at the University of Oslo. He has 
extensive fieldwork experience from Arab and Palestinian society, including Gaza, the West 
Bank and Palestinian camps in Lebanon, Jordan, and Syria. Tuastad's publications include 
articles on topics varying from kinship and rebel rule to football and Islamism. His book 
Palestinske Utfordringer (Palestinian Challenges) was published in 2014.

	 Fadi Zaraket

	 Associate Professor at the Doha institute for Graduate Studies and Founder of the Digital 
Arabic Social Spaces Research Unit at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. He 
received a PhD in Electrical and Computer Engineering from University of Texas, Austin. His 
research focuses on automated reasoning and its applications to language understanding 
and information extraction, particularly for Arabic texts. He has published in many 
peer-reviewed journals and participated in relevant conferences.

	 Ghadeer Awwad

	 PhD Candidate at the School of Information (SI) at the University of Michigan. Her research 
focuses on Human-Computer Interaction (HCI), ICTs and social change, and science, 
technology, and society in complex contexts, with a particular emphasis on digital oppression 
and digital resistance in Palestine. She previously worked as a lecturer and project manager 
at Birzeit University, teaching various courses in the Faculty of Law and Public Administration 
as well as the Faculty of Business and Economics. In 2013, she was awarded a Fulbright 
Scholarship, which allowed her to pursue a master's degree in Public Policy at Trinity College 
in Connecticut. She also holds a master's degree in Democracy and Human Rights and a 
bachelor's degree in English Language and Literature, both from Birzeit University.

	 Ghassan Elkahlout

	 Director of the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies and an Associate Professor at 
the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. With over 30 years of experience in humanitarian 
response and post-war recovery, he earned his PhD in post-war reconstruction from 
the University of York. Before joining the Doha Institute in 2016, Elkahlout worked with 
organizations like the UN, IFRC and Islamic Relief Worldwide, participating in emergency 
response teams in conflict-affected regions, including Palestine, Iraq, and Yemen. In 2015, he 
became Director of the Humanitarian Forum, focusing on training and knowledge sharing 
in the sector. His research has been published in various international journals, addressing 
humanitarian action and recovery. He is also the author of Humanitarian Action: Reality 
and Challenges, a leading Arabic text on the subject, contributing significantly to the field 
of humanitarian studies.
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	 Glenn Robinson

	 Senior Fellow in Residence at the Center on Terrorism, Extremism, and Counter- at the 
Middlebury Institute for International Studies in Monterey, California.  He retired in 2021 as 
Professor of Defence Analysis at the Naval Postgraduate School following a 30-year career.  
Robinson is the author of Global Jihad: A Brief History (Stanford), named a 2021 Book of 
the Year by Foreign Affairs and Foreign Policy journals.  He has an author and co-author of 
three books on Palestinian politics, and over 150 journal articles, book chapters, government 
reports, and conference papers.

	 Ibrahim Rabaia

	 Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Relations at Birzeit university and 
until early 2024, Editor–in–Chief of Palestinian Affairs. His research interests include political 
economy and development, Palestinian politics, the politics of Sport, and the politics of 
energy in the Palestinian context. His recent publications include: "Jenin Camp: Targeting 
Camps in the Northern West Bank", in Palestinian Studies; "Policies without Sovereignty: 
Palestinian Electricity under Occupation in Gaza", in Al-Muntaqa, "US Israeli Relations and 
the War on Gaza: Continuity and Change", in Al-Mustaqbal Al- Arabi with Lourdes Habash; 
and "The Hidden War on Higher Education: Unmasking the 'Educide' in Gaza" in POMEPS 
Studies with Lourdes Habash.

	 Isabela Agostinelli dos Santos

	 Brazilian postdoctoral researcher at the National Institute of Science and Technology for 
United States Studies (INCT-INEU).  Member of the Research Group on International Conflicts 
(GECI-PUC-SP). PhD in International Relations from the Graduate Program "San Tiago Dantas" 
(UNESP, UNICAMP, PUC-SP). Her doctoral thesis was titled "Palestinian Life and Death: the 
Tactical Reorientation of Israeli Settler Colonialism in the Gaza Strip". Her research interests 
include Middle East and Palestine Studies, Colonialism and Post-Colonialism, International 
Relations Theory, studies on colonial violence, and US foreign policy in the Middle East.

	 Jehad Abusalim

	 Executive Director of the Institute for Palestine Studies US in Washington, DC. Prior to this, 
he served as the Executive Director of The Jerusalem Fund for Education and Community 
Development. He is also a PhD candidate on the Hebrew and Judaic Studies and History 
joint program at New York University, where his research focuses on Palestinian and Arab 
writings and perceptions of the Zionist project before 1948. In 2022, he co-edited the 
anthology Light in Gaza: Writings Born of Fire, published by Haymarket Books. His work has 
been featured in prominent outlets, including The Washington Post, Al Jazeera, The Nation, 
the Journal of Palestine Studies, and Vox. Abusalim has also appeared on Al Jazeera, CNN, 
ABC, TRT World, Democracy Now!, as well numerous radio stations and podcasts.
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	 Kassim Alsraiha

	 Recently completed a post-doctoral fellowship at the Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern 
Studies at the University of Cambridge. His research is located at the interface between Islamic 
studies, contemporary intellectual history, and politics of the Middle East. His work engages 
contemporary issues of citizenship, democratization, and reformism in the Arab region, 
with a particular focus on the Gulf States. Alsraiha is deeply interested in tribal law in the 
Naqab/Palestine, the focus of his master's thesis, and continues to investigate its connections 
to modern governance. He is also a co-founder of 'AHD – The Association for Academic Arabs 
for the Development of Arab-Bedouin Society in the Naqab. Alsraiha has published widely on 
the topics of religion and state, minorities, citizenship, tribal law and leadership.

	 Leila Seurat 

	 Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. She  completed her doctoral 
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postdoctoral research, she studied order maintenance and policing in Lebanon.  She has 
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degree in Journalism from the French School of Journalism (ESJ SSJC) (2022), a postgraduate 
diploma in Law from Birzeit University (2006), and a bachelor's degree in Law from Al-Quds 
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and fragile situations".

	 Trude Strand

	 Academic and humanitarian affairs specialist, with 20 years of experience in policy research, 
humanitarian response, human development, and peacebuilding. She has served multiple 
UN agencies at headquarters and national levels, including in Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Libya, 
and Egypt. Her primary research interest is the Gaza Strip, where she has worked in different 
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