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Ooe25eJtaye2022teshhe totntnoemhCmahevCshnetoeneehehehontueCoeshhenenfteiConstststCoemeCmCnhnebye
PehntnhoseKntneSnthnesCeihnogheshheiCtosey’nemCatstinaenynshu.eTheehehehontuennyeiCtoitnhnewtsheshhe
fiensenootvhenneyeCeeSnthn’ne“iCtm”engntonseshhe2014eiConstststCotenoneiCuhnenftheenenhethneCeenhiehhne
abolished most constitutional institutions and bodies, and concentrating executive, legislative and 
jtntitnaemCwhene toe shhehnonneCee shhemehntnhos.eThe ahgtstuniyeCee shheiConstststCoenone shheghohenae
iCoshesetoewhtihetsewnnenenfthnehnvheiCuhetonheenietstoyentoiheshheCegnotntogenhiehhewnnetnnthnenone
a new electoral commission appointed, with this controversy following the committee charged with 
nenfttogeshheiConstststCoesCeshhemCaan.

“Online Consultation” as a Source for the Draft Constitution
FtvheuCoshnenftheeSnthn’nemCwheegenbtetoenenmhhihesCeshhe totntnoemhCmahteCoe13eDhihubhee2021tehhe
nooCtoihnenenhseCeeuhnntehneshnsehheiContnhehneneeCnnunmeeCeeshheohwemhnnh.eTtneeCnnunmetoiatnhne
hCantogenoe“CoatoheiContasnstCot”enhahistogeneiCuutsshhesCenenftenCituhosneehanshnesCeshhemCatstinate
constitutional and electoral system, and organizing a referendum on the constitution, leading to the 
organization of parliamentary elections in 2022.1

The“CoatoheiContasnstCot”ewhtihetovCavhnenonwhetogeqthnstConeehanshnesCeshhemCatstinaenynshuenone
hiCoCutitenCitnateitastenaenonehntinstConaenffntenteantoihhneCoe1eJnotneye2022tenoneiCostothnetostae
20eMneih.eDhnmtshe shheuCbtatznstCoeCee shheuhntne none shhe nsnsh’ne nnutotnsenstvhe nmmnenstnte shhe
opening of media, youth and culture centres, providing free access to the platform, and allowing 
shhemnestitmnstCoeCeeutoCente shheiContasnstCoewnneuhsewtshenegehnsenhnaeCee tontffhehoihtenoneoCe
uCeheshnoe5.9emheihoseCeenaaenntasne16eyhnenenonenbCvhemnestitmnshn.eEvhoenCteshnseotubheehnnenstaae
been subject to doubts given that it was not regulated by an independent body and was plagued 
by technical problems, including the possibility that one person could repeatedly participate by 
simply changing the SIM card that used to receive the pin code.

Despite the low participation, President Saied considered the consultation successful,2 claiming 
shheehntasnewCtanenhevhenneshheuntoeehehehoih 3eeCeeshhe“onstConaentnaCgth”esCenenfteshheiConstststCo.e
Participation in the dialogue will be limited to the parties that accept the reliance on these results 
nnene ehehehoih 4 and will be followed by the formation of the “National Consultative Commission 
eCeeneNhwe hmtbatit”e sCe ehmehnhosene eenuhwCeke eCee shhe “NnstConaeDtnaCgtht”e ihntehnebyetotvhentsye
meCehnnCeeSnnhqeBhantn.eSnthnetovtshneshhehhnnneCeeshhemnesthnentmmCestogehtutenhnoneCeeanweenitasthnte
noneehmehnhosnstvhneCeeshheGhohenaeLnbCteeUotCoteshheUotCoeCee ontnseyte ennhenoneHnontienftnteshhe

1 Shhae“ noeKntneSnthne hnCavheshhe etntnetoe totntn?”eStstnstCoeAnnhnnuhosteA  PSte21/12/2021teniihnnhneCoe25/7/2012tensaehssmna//bts.ay/3O e9UD.

2 “PehntnhoseCeeshhe hmtbatieKntneSnthn’neStmhevtntCoeCeeshhe nbtohseMhhstogt”ePeéntnhoihe totntheFnihbCCkemnghte24/3/2022teniihnnhneCoe25/7/2012tensa
hssmna//bts.ay/3iHsLEF.

3 PehntnhoseKntneSnthn’neStmhevtntCoeCeeshheNnstConaeShitetsye CtoitaeMhhstogt”ePeéntnhoihe totntheFnihbCCkemnghte28/3/2022teniihnnhneCoe26/7/2012tensa
hssmna//bts.ay/3OwyJS1.

4 “Pehntnhose Cee shhe  hmtbatie Kntne Snthn’neuhhstogewtshe Betgnnthee Ghohenae Snntqe Bhantn”te Peéntnhoihe  totnthe FnihbCCke mnghte 20/5/2022te niihnnhne Coe
26/7/2012tensaehssmnea//bts.ay/3Ce2GXw.

https://bit.ly/3OIr9UD
https://bit.ly/3cHtLEF
https://bit.ly/3OwyJS1
https://bit.ly/3ox2GXw
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UotCoeCeeAgetitastehenoneFtnhtogtenoneshhe totntnoeLhngtheeCeeHtunoe tghsnteshheNnstConae Ctoitae
CeeLnwyhentenoneutastmahemCatstinaefigtehntesCejCtoeshtneiCuutsshhtebtsenCuheCeeshhetumCesnosemnesthnte
such as the General Labour Union, the deans of law faculties, and others, boycotted the dialogue.

TtnewnneoCsenentnaCgthebhswhhoeshhemCwheetaenCitnaenonemCatstinaeeCeihnetoe totntn.eTheiCuutsshhe
ntbutsshneshhenenfteiConstststCoesCePehntnhoseSnthntenutnegehnsenhbnshebhswhhoeneotubheeCeetsne
uhubheneehgnentogeBhantn’neuCoCmCayeCvheenenfttogeshheiConstststCoenoneshhteeheiatntCoeeeCueshhe
ehahvnoseiContasnstCon.eHCwhvhetePehntnhoseSnthnemtbatnhhnenoCshheenenfteshnsentffhenenstaaeeeCueshhe
nenftehnonhnesCehtuebyeBhantn.eTtneahnesCemeCshnsnstConeeeCueBhantntewhCenhianehnehtunhaeetooCihose
Cee shhe“nhetCtnemtsenaanenonennoghent”eCee shhemtbatnhhnenenfteshnse“mnvheshhewnyesCenentngenihetae
dictatorial regime.”5

 setnemetnhosesCeiCoiatnhteshhoteshnseshheiConstststCoewnnenenfthnetotanshenaayeniiCentogesCemehiCoihtvhne
plans, and that the online consultation and the advisory committee were merely formalities.

The Electoral Commission and Customized Campaign
ThemeCihnneCeeiehnstogeshheiContstConeohihnnneyeeCeehCantogeshheehehehontuetoiatnhneshhePehntnhos’ne
tnntnoiheCeenenhiehheCoe21eAmetae2022tentnnCavtogeshhehahisCenaeiCuutnntCoe—eshheiConstststConaebCnye
hahishnebyeshheHCtnheCee hmehnhosnstvhntentnutnntogeshheihnteenoneuCnseCeetsneuhubhentenonetonshnne
forming a new council and appointing a new chair.6

Pehntnhose Snthn’ne ntnnCatstCoe none ehmanihuhose Cee shhe hahisCenae iCuutnntCote steone shhe iaCike bnike
Coe shoeyhneneCeenhuCienstie senontstCoe toe totntntemnvtoge shhewnye eCeehtne nhtzteheCeemCwheenoneiC-
CmstogeCeetonstststConesCenhevhehtnemeCjhis.eSnthnekoCwneshnseshhemehnhoiheCeenoetonhmhonhosehahisCenae
commission would limit his interference in directing the two votes scheduled in the road map; 
TheehehehontueCoe25eJtaye2022tenoneshhemneatnuhosneyehahistConenihhntahneeCee17eDhihubhee2022.e
MCtantogeshhehahisCenaeiCuutnntCoewnneoCseSnthn’neCoayeihnaahoghetoemehmnetogeeCeeshheehehehontu.e
AnewtsheshheCoatoheiContasnstCoteshhehahisCenaeehgtnsheenanCennwewtnhnmehnnenmnshy.e CeiCtosheeshtnte
President Saied called on the appointed head of the commission to automatically register and 
iContnheenaae totntnonenghne18enoneCvheennevCshentenonegtvheshhueshheeehhnCuesCeihCCnheshhteemCaatoge
stations on polling day.7

 oe iCosennse sCe Cshhee hahisCenae meCihnnhne ntoihe 2011te shhe CmmCntstCoe mnesthne whehe mehvhoshne eeCue
iContistogeinumntgonengntonseshhenenfteiConstststCotenoneshhehneayeshahvtntCoeinumntgoenoneenntCe
ehiCentognewhehe atutshne sCe ne otubhee Cee mhCmahte nnnCitnstCone none aCynatnse mnesthne—euCnse ohwaye
eCeuhnenonewtshCtsemneatnuhosneyeehmehnhosnstCotewtsheshheheihmstCoeCeeshhePhCmah’neMCvhuhos.e

5 “BetgnntheeGhohenaeSnntheBhantnesCeAl-SabahaeThe heseCeeshheNhweDenfte ConstststCoe tne  eehahvnosesCeshhe hesePehmnehnebyeshheNnstConae Contasnstvhe
 CuutnntCoeeCeeneNhwe hmtbatit”e totntnoeAa-Snbnheohwnmnmhete3/7/2022teniihnnhneCoe26/7/2022tensaehssma//bts.ay/3iJWvgk.

6 DhiehheNC.e22eCee2022teOffiitnaeGnzhssheCeeshhe hmtbatieCee totntnteNC.e45tennshne21/4/2022.

7 ShhaePeéntnhoihe totntheFnihbCCkemnghte2/6/2022teniihnnhneCoe26/7/2012tensaehssmna//bts.ay/3BtM5OM.

http://bit.ly/3cJWvgk
https://bit.ly/3BiM5OM
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TheinumntgoewnneatutshnesCeshosnetoenCuheitsyeihosehnenonehnogtogemtistehneCeePehntnhoseSnhhneCoe
the facades of buildings, with no festivals or popular rallies.

ThentshCetsthne iCoeeCoshnenoyenost-ehehehontueuCvhuhosewtsheheihnntvhe vtCahoih.eOoe22e Jtaye
2022te ne meCshnse wnne Cegnotzhne bye shhe EssnknsCae Pnesyte shhe DhuCienstie  teehoste shhe  hmtbatinoe
Pnesyte shheDhuCienstieMCnheotnsePCahtenoneshheLnbCteePnesytemnesthnenffiatnshnewtsheshheNnstConae
Campaign to Abolish the Referendum on the New Constitution, and a number of journalists and 
itvtaenistvtnsn.eThemeCshnsewnnentbjhishnesCenevtCahosenssnikebyeshhenhitetsyeeCeihntewhCetnhnebnsCone
and tear gas, and some of the leaders were dragged away by force and dozens were arrested.8 
Journalists covering the events were also subjected to violent assault.9

Controversial Results
ThemCaatogensnstConeCmhohneshhteenCCeneeeCue6nuesCe10mueCoe25eJtaye2022.e setneshhefiensestuheshnse
vCstogehnneheshonhneneetaae16ehCtenteenshheeshnoeshhetntnae8ehCten.eThemCaatogensnstConenhntgonshneeCee
vCsheneehntntogeCtsntnhe totntneCmhohneshehhennynehneathe.

 sewnneiahneehneayeCoeshnseshhesteoCtsewnnevheye aCw.eAneshheqththne toeeeCoseCeeshhemCaatogensnstCone
nwtonahnteshhehewheheoCeehnstvtsthneCeehoshtntnnutenoneuCnsevCshenewhehehanheay.eThemehnntetoiatntoge
shheuhntneCtsahsnebniktogeshhemehntnhosteentahnesCesnkhemtistehneCeenoyeieCwnneCeevCshen.

SnthnentneoCseutnneshheCmmCestotsyesCenssnikehtneCmmCohosntewhCuehhenhnietbhnenne“sentsCen”enone
“shthvhn”.eHhebenonhneshhueehnmContbaheeCeeshheaCwesteoCtsteniitntogeshhueCeentnsetbtstogeuCohye
sCeitstzhonesCebtyevCshntetoitstogeshhuesCebCyiCsseshheehehehontutenoneitsstogeCffewnshetehahisetitsye
noneeCCnentmmathntenne teeshhyewheheshheCohneetootogeshheiCtosey.eHhenhnietbhneshheehehehontuenne
an “unprecedented leap in history,” pledging to hold to account and prosecute his opponents and 
recover the “thousands of billions” that they looted.10

OoihemCaatoge nsnstCone iaCnhnte shhe EahisCenae  CuutnntCoe nooCtoihne shhemehatutoneye ehntasne Cee
shhe vCsh.e AiiCentoge sCe shhe iCuutnntCote steoCtsewnne 2t458t985e Ctse Cee ne ehgtnshehne 8t929t665e
vCshen;eshnsetntenesteoCtseensheCee27.54emheihos.11eMhnowhtaheCmtotCoemCaaneqthnstCohneshhemtbatiaye
declared turnout, insisting that it was lower.12eAiiCentogesCe shhennuhenCteihte3emheihoseCee shhe
polling participants voted against the draft constitution while 92 percent voted in favour .13 

8 BnnuneBnenknste“ totntnoeShitetsyeFCeihneVtCahosayenoneAeehnseAistvtnsnetoeneMneiheDhoCtoitogeshheDenfte ConstststCot”eAl-Araby Al-Jadeedte22/7/2022te
niihnnhneCoe26/7/2022tensaehssmna//bts.ay/3vjFL e.

9 “Ssnshuhost”eNnstConaeSyontinsheCee totntnoeJCteonatnsn’eFnihbCCkemnghte23/7/2022teniihnnhneCoe26/7/2022tensaehssmna//bts.ay/3Jhe4Xe.

10 “PehntnhoseCeeshhe hmtbatiteKntneSnthnenoneHtneWtehe nnseThteeVCshnetoeshhe hehehontueCoeshheNhwe ConstststCot”ePeéntnhoihe totntheFnihbCCkemnghte
25/7/2022teniihnnhneCoe26/7/2022tensaehssmna//bts.ay/3z7bnsj.

11 “ CsnaeVCshee teoCtseeCeeMConnyte25Jtayt”e onsnoiheStméethtehe onémhonnoshemCteeahneÉahistCone-e S EeFnihbCCkemnghte25/7/2022teniihnnhneCoe26/7/2022te
nsaehssmna//bts.ay/3PAXGNJ.

12 Wnatne  atatte " totntn...e Kntne Snthne Fnaane tosCe shhe  enme Cee shhe  ConstststConae  hehehontue BnaaCse BCehn"te 26/7/2022teAl-Araby Al-Jadeed, accessed on 
26/7/2022tensaehssmna//bts.ay/3 YvCyh.

13 Ibid.

https://bit.ly/3vjFLTr
https://bit.ly/3Jer4Xx
https://bit.ly/3z7batj
https://bit.ly/3PAXGNJ
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VCsheesteoCtsenbeCnnteniiCentogesCensnshuhosnebyehahistCoeCeetitnanteenoghnebhswhhoe6emheihose
toeEteCmhenone10emheihosetoeAenbeiCtosethn.14

Dhnmtshe shhevheyeuCnhnse steoCtste hvhoeniiCentoge sCe shheCffiitnae ehntasnte shhemehntnhose iContnhehne
the referendum a great success and an expression of a strong popular will to proceed with the 
hnsnbatnhuhoseCeeneohwemCatstinaenynshu.eHhemahnghneuCeheuhnntehnesCenihthvhewhnsehhenhnietbhne
as “the will of the people.”15eTheNnstConaeSnavnstCoeFeCosteshheaneghnseiCumCohoseCeeshheCmmCntstCote
iContnhehne shhe ehntasne ne nyubCae Cee “Snthn’ne entatehe none tnCanstCot”e nhunontoge shhe Pehntnhos’ne
resignation, and calling for the organization of early presidential and parliamentary elections.

FCeeshhteemnesteshhemnesthnenffiatnshnewtsheshheNnstConae numntgoesCeAbCatnheshhe hehehontueCoeshhe
Nhwe ConstststCoeqthnstCohneshheehntasntenhnietbtogeshheehehehontuenne“Ceihhnsenshn”tenonevCwtoge
to “continue the resistance,” also calling on President Said to resign.16

ThevCsheesteoCtsewnnenhitntvh;eshheehehehontuewnneoCsemehihnhnebyenentnitnntCoetoeneehmehnhosnstvhe
bCnyeCeenoyektonteoCeeneonstConaentnaCgthteoCeeneiConhontnenuCogenCithsnaeeCeihn.eDhnmtshebhtogene
referendum on the national constitution, and not just an ordinary electoral process, the turnout was 
utiheaCwheeshnoeshhesteoCtsetoenoyehahistConeshnsehnvhebhhoehhanentoiheshhe2011eehvCatstCo.

After the Referendum
ThemehatutoneyeehntasneCeeshheehehehontuenooCtoihnebyeshheEahisCenae CuutnntCoenhCwhneshnseCoaye
neqtnesheeCeeshhevCshenewhosesCeshhemCaatogensnstCon.eTtnemheihosnghentgonaneshhemehntnhos’neentatehe
sCemhentnnhe shheunjCetsyeCee  totntnone sCemnestitmnshe toe shhe vCshte Cee sCe hognghe toenone ntmmCesehtne
ntehistCo.e oemehvtCtnehahistContesteoCtsehnneoCseenaahoebhaCwe55emheihos.

The iCoseCvhenye Cvhee shhe aCwe steoCtse tne gntotoge uCehe tumCesnoih.e Gtvhoe shhe onstehe Cee shtne
hostsahuhosteneiConstststConaeehehehontuentffheneeeCuemehntnhostnatemneatnuhosneytenoneutotitmnae
hahistContennetsetneshhehnsnbatnhuhoseCeeneaCog-sheueahgnaeehehehoihenonenCitnaeiCoseniseshnseehqttehne
broad consensus and the involvement of multiple social, political and civic components. Despite 
this controversy and the widespread boycott of the referendum, President Saied continues to 
execute his plans to monopolise power. In the next stage, he will oversee the organization of the 
parliamentary elections scheduled for December 2022, and there are no indications that he will 
ihnoghentehistCoeCeehhhneshheCmmCntstCo’neinaan.

14 BnnuneBnenknste “70%eCee shheVCshne eCee shhe hehehontueCoe totntn’ne ConstststCoeHnvheBhhoe Ctoshnt”eAl-Araby Al-Jadeedte 26/7/2022teniihnnhneCoe
26/7/2022tensaehssmna//bts.ay/3CykAsn.

15 “PehntnhoseCeeshhe hmtbatieKntneSnthnesCtetogeHnbtbeBCtegttbneSsehhst”ePeéntnhoihe totntheFnihbCCkemnghte25/7/2022teniihnnhneCoe26/7/2022tensa
hssmna//bts.ay/3vkaQD .

16 " totntn'ne hehehontu..eSnhhne naknenbCtseneNhweEenteshheSnavnstCoeFeCoseDhunonneEneayeEahistConenoneWnnhtogsCoenhonneneWneotog"teAl Jazeera Net, 
26/7/2022teniihnnhneCoe26/7/2022tensaehssmna//bts.ay/3iLQ8im.

https://bit.ly/3oykAta
https://bit.ly/3vklQDT
https://bit.ly/3cLQ8cp
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The mehntnhose tne atkhaye sCe gCe nhhnne wtshe nenfttoge noe hahisCenae anwe shnse heiatnhne mnesthne eeCue
participating in the parliamentary elections scheduled for late 2022, restricting them to individuals. 
Ttne tnenenynshunstiemeCihnne sCeunegtonatzhenaae eCeuneCeemCatstinaeCegnotznstCoe toenCithsy.eHCwhvhete
uCnsetontinsCenentgghnseshnsehtnesnnkewtaaeoCsebhehnny.eOmmCntstCoeCoeshhensehhsehnnegehnsayehemnonhne
compared to his coup last year, and the accumulation of his extensive economic and social failures, 
the deterioration of services and the standard of living, and the growing public debt of the state, 
hnvhenhCwoeSnthn’nemCmtatnseehnmConhnesCebhetontffiithos.

Conclusion
ByeCegnotztogeshheehehehontueCoeshhenenfteiConstststCotePehntnhoseSnthnesCCkenoCshheenshmesCwnenne
ntnunosatoge  totntn’ne nhuCienstie senontstCoe none hnsnbatnhtoge ne ohwe mCatstinae nynshue toewhtihe naae
mCwhenewCtanebheiCofininshn.eDhnmtsheiehnstogeshheghohenaeiCosheseeCeeshheehehehontuebyenmmCtostoge
a new electoral commission, harnessing the capabilities of the state, mobilizing the media, and 
banning opponents from campaigning against the referendum in the mainstream media, the 
nhianehneehntasnenhuConsenshenewtnhnmehnnebCyiCsseCeeshhevCsh.eHCwhvheteSnthnenhhunesCebhetoshose
on completing the roadmap that he announced in a way that allows for the sorting of a new political 
scene that he can direct, at a time when the economic and living crisis is creating the conditions for 
a new wave of popular protests.
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