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Introduction



More than 25 years have passed since the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) abandoned 
armed struggle and opted for a peaceful resolution that sought to end the occupation and create an 
independent Palestinian state. The peace process, however, has only served to deepen the status quo 
of occupation in the occupied Palestinian Territories, which Israel has held since 1967. In other words, 
the peace process has itself served to entrench and prolong the occupation, and to provide cover for the 
accelerated illegal confiscation of Palestinian lands and the construction of illegal Israeli settlements. 
The need to revisit the Palestinian national project is made more urgent by the crisis currently 
gripping Palestinian polity, specifically the conspicuous absence of a national agenda supported by 
the Palestinian grassroots and the established political factions. Additionally, these circumstances are 
further compounded by the political climate in the Arab world, where popular revolutions demanding 
liberty and justice were transformed into internecine conflicts and civil strife. Not only has the 
attempt to achieve a state through negotiations failed, but the Palestinian liberation movement no 
longer represents the multiple wings of the Palestinian body politic. In response to this dire state of 
despair, popular anger and disenchantment has made itself apparent in the latest uprising to erupt 
across Palestinian cities and villages, raising questions about which policy options are available to the 
Palestinian people in their bid to achieve their legitimate aspirations. 

Exacerbating the present predicament of the Palestinian people is the disarray and in-fighting that 
plague the relationship between the two main political rivals, Fatah and Hamas, despite the nominal 
acceptance of both sides to form a unity government in mid-2014. The presence of both Fatah and 
other member factions of the PLO in the apparatus of the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) has 
reflected negatively on these groups’ public standing and adversely affected all facets of Palestinian 
national life. These groups have now become implicated in the operations of an authority aspiring to 



replicate an as-yet non-existent state, but which, through security coordination between PNA forces and Israel, 
has in effect become a vehicle for the preservation of the Israeli settler-colonialist project – actions that are 
completely at odds with popular sentiment among Palestinians. 

Within this political climate, the option of a Palestinian resistance movement seems distinctly implausible 
and divorced from the reality of present-day political action. The other form of Palestinian political action—
negotiated settlement—has moved so far away from the mode of active resistance to the occupation that the 
latter is now in a position of defending its very existence; no longer is resistance a strategic path for the liberation 
of the Palestinian people, but rather a tactical measure for self-defense of Palestinian lives. This change is also 
partly due to the increased impunity with which the Israeli occupation and illegal settlers behave towards the 
Palestinian civilian population, forcing the latter to adopt and improvise novel means of resistance. With such 
drastic measures of direct action likely to continue into the foreseeable future, Palestinian political factions must 
rise to the challenge of formulating a comprehensive and fully fledged political strategy for the achievement of 
Palestine’s national aspirations.  

The recent events present a good opportunity to delve into and investigate the nature and future prospects of 
the Palestinian national project, while keeping in mind the following three distinctive predicaments faced by 
the Palestinians:

nn The present impasse faced by the negotiations and peace process.
nn The transformation of the armed struggle into a struggle of self-preservation.
nn The impasse faced by Palestinian political factions and parties.



Time Table



Day One: 

Saturday, November 14, 2015

09:30 – 10:30

  Opening Remarks 

Azmi Bishara

 

10:30- 12:00

Session One 
The Future of Palestinian Resistance and National Struggle 

Chair: Tarek Mitri

Anis al-Qasim: The Light at the End of Oslo: a Resurgent Palestinian National Project
George Giacaman: If it isn’t a Third Intifada, then What is it? What Future for Palestine?

Mouien Al Taher: The Intifada: an Alternative Strategy?
Ahmad Jamil al-Azm: The Dilemma of Palestinian Popular Struggle: 

Political Partisanship and Stateism 

12:00-12:30 Coffee Break



12:30-14:00

Session Two 
The Palestinian National Project: The Need for a Reevaluation 

Chair: Faleh Al-Hajri

Khalil al-Hindi: On the Future of the Palestinian National Project
Awad Abdelfatah: Towards a Reconstruction of the Palestinian National Project: a View from Within

Nadim Rouhana: The Future of the Palestinian National Project and the Future of Zionism
Mtanes Shehadeh: Domestic Palestinian Opinion on the Role of Palestinians 

within the Green Line and their Role in the Palestinian National Project

14:00- 16:00 Lunch Break

16:00-17:30

Session Three  
Internal Discord; Partisanship; and Palestinian Political Parties: 

the Existing State of Affairs

Chair: Suhaim Al-Thani 

Khalil Shaheen: The End of Palestinian Political Thinking and the Twilight of Traditional Party Politics
Samih Shabib: Palestinian Institutionalism and the Future of the PLO
Mohsen Saleh: Tempestuous Partnerships and Limited Legitimacies

Mahmoud Muhareb: A Moment of Introspection: Towards a Unified Palestinian Strategy



Day Two: 

Sunday, November 15, 2015

  

09:00-10:30

 Session One 
Refugees and Palestinian Youth 

Chair: Mohammed Al Misfer

Shafiq al-Ghabra: A Visit to Palestine: Testimonies from the Occupied Territories
 Oroub El-Abed: Excluding the included: What legal status for Palestinian refugees?

Mjriam Abu Samra: Palestinian Transnational Student Movements: 
Analyzing the Past and Building the Future

Ayat Hamdan: Youth Movements in Palestine: the Current State of Affairs in Palestine

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break 

11:00- 12:30

Session Two 
The Centrality of Jerusalem and Possibilities for Statehood in Light 

of Israeli Policies 

Chair: Hessa Al-Attiyah

Issam Nassar: An Alternative View of the Centrality of Jerusalem: Lessons from the History of the City 
Munir Nusseibeh: Israel’s Exploitation of Security Anxieties in Drafting Colonialist Policies

Alaa Mahajna: Law and the Legalistic Nature of Judaization Policies in Jerusalem
Osama Abu Irshaid: The Prospects for a Two-State Solution in Light of the Constraints on a Palestinian State



12:30-13:00 Coffee Break 

13:00- 14:30

Session Three  
The Palestinian National Project, 

International Organizations and Political Economy

Chair: Khalid al-Jaber

Salma Karmi-Ayyoub: Palestinian Initiatives at the UN and the ICC: Possibilities and Challenges
Said Arikat: The Future of the Palestinian National Project: the Role of the United Nations
Toufic Haddad: Overcoming Game Theory: Strategy, Tactics and Thinking Outside the Box
Tariq Dana: Political Economy and the Reconstruction of the Palestinian National Project

14:30- 16:30 Lunch Break

16:30-18:00

Open Discussion  
On the Future of the Palestinian National Project 

Chair: Marwan Kabalan
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