
The Army and Politics During the Democratic 
Transition in the Arab World 

1 - 3 October, 2016

Time Table       Participants





The Army and Politics During the Democratic 

Transition in the Arab World

1 - 3 October, 2016



Time Table



Saturday October 1, 2016

9:30 - 10:30 am

Auditorium 1

Keynote Lecture

Panel Moderator: Jamal Barout

Azmi Bishara: between the Military and the Arab Spring

10:30 - 12:00 am

Session One: Theoretical Issues and Problematics

Panel Moderator: Mohammad Almasri

Abdulwahab El-Affendi: Between the Militarization of Politics and the Civilianization of the Military:  
Towards a Theoretical Framework

Khalil Anani: The Transformations of the Arab Armies’ Political Doctrines: A Review of the Arabic Literature  
with an Emphasis on Egypt

Taibi Ghomari: Moving Beyond Categorization Theories of Civil-Military Relations: Interpreting the Relationship

12:00 - 12:30 pm Coffee Break



12:30 - 14:00 pm

Session Two: Differing Patterns: A Comparative Analysis of Various Coups

Panel Moderator: Saifeddin Abdulfattah

Ahmed Hajaji: Opposition Strategies in the Face of Military Rule: A Comparative Study
Abdelfattah Mady: What Leads Militaries to Give Up Politics and Power? A Comparative Study

Muhannad Mustafa: The Army and its Role in Democratic Transition: Three Case Studies

14:00 - 14:45 pm Lunch Break

14:45 - 16:45 pm

Session Three: The Emergence of the Modern Arab Military and the Evolution of its Political Role

Panel Moderator: Yousef Al-Abdullah

Abdulwahab Al-Qassab: The Arab Ottoman Military Elite and the Formation of Modern States: Iraq
Khaled Ziadeh: The Early Roles of the Military in Politics and Military Leadership

Mohammed Almasri: The Free Officers in Jordan and the Politicization of the Army
Jamal Barout: The Roots of Military Authoritarianism: The Dichotomy of Military-Civilian Authority in Syria (1950-1970)



Sunday October 2, 2016

9:30 - 10:15 am

Auditorium 2

Keynote Lecture: Zoltan Barani
Moderator: Haider Saeed

10:30 - 12:00 am

Auditorium 2 Meeting Hall-Cultural Foundation Building

Session Four: 
The Army and Irregular Forces (1)

 Panel Moderator: Mohammed Al-Misfer

Ali Al-Mamoouri: The Army and Irregular Forces 
in Iraq: The Dialectic between the State and the 

Ethnocentric Alternative
Sumaya Sheikh Mahmoud: The Challenge of 

Building a Unified Military in a Regionally Divided 
Society: Somalia

Bader Al-Shafei: National Militaries and Private 
Military Contractors: A Problematic Relationship

Session Four: The Army and Power: 
The Case of Algeria, Syria and Sudan

Panel Moderator: Mounir Kchaou

Adel Ourabah: The Army, the Authorities and the Stalled 
Democratic Transition in Algeria

Nouri Dris: Army, Authority and State in Algeria: From 
Populist Ideology to Neo-Patrimonial State

Hassan al-Hajj Ali: Military Coup as Political 
Transition: the Army and Political Authority in Sudan
Nerouz Satik: The Military within the Nexus of Power  

in Syria (2000 – 2011)

12:00 - 12:30 pm Coffee Break



12:30 - 14:00 pm

Session Five: The Army and Irregular 
Forces (2): The Case of Sudan

Panel Moderator: Hassan Al-Hajj Ali

Hassan Gasim: The Army and Armed Militias in 
Sudan: Complementarity or Competition?

Sahar Al-Faki: The Interplay of Domestic and Foreign 
Factors in Sudan: The Military and the Heart of 

Power
Tarig Haroun: The Sudanese Army, the Janjaweed 

and Democratic Transition

Session Five: Troubled Relations between 
the Army and Democratic Transition in the 

Maghreb (1): Tunisia and Libya

Panel Moderator: Noureddine Miladi

Eya Jarrad: On the Dynamics of Civilian-Military Relations 
in Tunisia: From Independence to Revolution

Anouar Al-Jamaoui: The Military and Democratic 
Transition in Tunisia

Larbi Larbi: The Military Establishment in the Face of 
Revolution: Comparing the Cases of Tunisia and Libya

Mustafa Attir: Libya: The Military and the Conundrum of 
Democratic Transition

14:00 - 14:45 pm Lunch Break

14:45 - 16:15 pm

Session Six: The Army’s Position on the Arab 
Spring and Reform Issues: Case Studies

Panel Moderator: Ibrahim Fraihat

Ghassan El-Ezzi: Arab Armies and the Revolutions of 
2011: The Cases of Tunisia and Egypt

Gamal Delh: Militaries during Arab Political 
Transitions: Egypt and Algeria

Hamzeh Almoustafa: Arab Militaries and 
Democratic Transition: A Comparative Study of the 

Tunisian, Egyptian and Syrian Cases
Mohammed Saadi: Reforming Arab Militaries: A 

Preliminary Comparative Study

Session Six: Troubled Relations between the 
Army and Democratic Transition 

in the Maghreb (2): Algeria

Panel Moderator: Abdelhamid Henia

Eltaher Saoud: The Algerian Army and National 
Reconciliation

Laroussi Rabah: The Army and Politics in 
Algeria: Challenges and Future Prospects

Ouled Bahi Boun: Military Officers in Mauritania and 
Algeria and the Experience of Democratic Transition

Ahmad Idali: Civil-Military Relations in Algeria: Statics 
and Dynamics



Monday October 3, 2016

9:30 - 11:00 am

Auditorium 2 Meeting Hall-Cultural Foundation Building

Session Seven: The Iraqi Military Estab-
lishment and its Political Role: Past and 

Present

Panel Moderator: Suhaim Al-Thani

Alnasser Said and Kamal Hassan: The 
Politicization of the Iraqi Military and its Impact on 

Political Stability (1921 to 2003)
Emad Allaw: The Political Role of the Iraqi Military 

During Social Transformations
Aziz Sardar: The Army and Politics in Iraqi 

Kurdistan

Session Seven: Troubled Relations between 
the Army and Democratic Transition in the 

Maghreb (3): Mauritania and Morocco

Panel Moderator: Abderrahim Benhadda

Mohammed Abdelrahman: Obstacles to Democratic 
Transition in the Arab Homeland: the Case of Mauritania
Mohamed Hosni: Military Coups d’état and Military Rule in 

Mauritania: Obstacles to Democratic Transition
Ihsane Elhafidi: The Army, the Monarchy, and the 

Establishment in Morocco.

11:00 - 11:30 am Coffee Break



11:30 - 13:00 am

Session Eight: Coups d’Etat in Sudan and 
their Political Dimensions

Panel Moderator: Khalid Al-Jaber

Mohannad Ahmad: Sudan’s May 25, 1969 Coup
Abdullah Ibrahim: The Sudanese Communist 

Party: A Coup Born within the Revolution
Khalifa Ismail: The Role of the Military in Sudan’s 

Democratic Transition
Gaysar El-Zein: Army, Elite, Ideology: Sudanese 

Political Path between Democracy and Coup since 
1958

Session Eight: The Egyptian Military 
Establishment: From Revolution to Coup

Panel Moderator: Abdulwahab El-Affendi

Saifeddin Abdulfattah: The Political Discourse of the 
Egyptian Military: From Revolution to Coup

Mahmoud Abdelal: Intervention of the Egyptian Military 
in the Political Process after the January 25 Revolution

Yasser Djazaerly: Military Coups d’Etat and the 
Development of Arab Political Consciousness with a Focus 

on the Turkish July 15 Coup
Ali Abd al-Raouf: Tahrir Square: How the Army Turned a 

Sacred Public Space into a Profane Stomping Ground

13:00 - 13:30 pm Coffee Break

13:30 - 15:00 pm

Meeting Hall-Cultural Foundation Building

Session Nine: Resisting Coups d’Etat in Young Democracies in Light of the July 15 Turkish Coup

Panel Moderator: Marwan Kabalan

Omar Ashour: Preventing Military Coups and Defending Democracy in Turkey: Challenges
Ahmet Uysal: Civil-Military Relations during the AKP Era

Murat Yesiltas: The Reformulation of Civilian-Military Relations in Turkey Following the Failed Coup of July 15, 2016
Fayrouz Lamtaie: Media Coverage of the Attempted Coup in Turkey: Content Analysis of Arab 

and Western Media Outlets



Participants



Abdelfattah Mady

Professor of Political Science at Alexandria University. Mady is the author of several books and articles in both Arabic 
and foreign languages. He has also worked as a visiting professor at the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington and the 
University of Denver, and held posts with the UNDP and the Cordoba Institute in Geneva. He is an expert in government 
systems, democratization, conflict, the Arab-Israeli conflict, and research methods.

Abdelhamid Hénia

Professor of History at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. He previously served as the Director of the Maghrebi 
Studies research institute from 1999 to 2012. Since 2013, Hénia has been the Chairman of the Faculty of Humanities and 
Social Sciences at the Tunisian Academy of Sciences, Letters and Arts, also known as “Beit Al-Hikma”. Among the books 
he has authored are: “The Tunisian al-Djerid and its Relation with Authority” (1980), “Property and Social Strategies in the 
City of Tunis” (1999), “Ottoman Tunisia: State and Space Building” (2012) and “The Research Experience of the Maghrebi 
Studies Center” (2012).

 Abderrahim Benhadda

P rofessor of Modern and Ottoman History and Director of the History Program at the Doha Institute for Graduate 
Studies. Benhadda is former Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at Mohammed V University, Morocco. He is 
also Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Ostour, a semi-annual peer-reviewed journal devoted to the academic study of history 
p ublished by the Arab Research and Policy Studies. Some of the books he has co-authored include: ”The Maghreb 
b etween National and Mediterranean Archives”; “The Mobility of Thoughts and Techniques in the Maghreb and the 
M editerranean World”; “Communication Networks in the Maghreb and the Mediterranean World”; “Travel in the 
Muslim World: Communication and Modernity”; and “The Ottoman State: Institutions, Economics and Culture”.

Abdullah Ibrahim

E meritus Professor of History at the University of Missouri-Columbia. In 2008 he published Manichaean Delirium: 
Decolonizing the Judiciary and Islamic Revival in Sudan, 1898-1985. Ibrahim is currently publishing his collected works in 
Arabic, the latest of which is “Shaibun and the Left-Wing Generation of the 1950s in Sudan” to appear in the series Katib 
al-Shunah on cultural and intellectual issues.

Abdulwahab El-Affendi

Professor of Political Science and Chair of the Political Science Program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. From 
1998 he worked at the Center for Democracy Studies at the University of Westminster, UK and was a research fellow at 
the Program for International Changes (2009-2012). His recent publications include Genocidal Nightmares: Narratives of 
Insecurity and the Logic of Mass Atrocities (2015).

Abdulwahab  Al-Qassab

Associate Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. Al-Qassab is a specialist in military and strategic 
issues. He has authored and translated many books and papers. He also has revised and verified several memoir books 
and supervised their publication.



Adel Ourabah

P hD researcher in Political Science and International Relations at Algiers III University, specializing in International 
S ecurity Studies in the Political Science Department. He is interested in the political economy of security, civilian-
military relations, and security transformations in North Africa.

Ahmad Idali

Professor of Political Science at Ibn Zahr University, Agadir, Morocco, Idali is a member of the Research Laboratory on 
Land Management, Human Security, and Sustainability, and on the editorial board of the online publication Ribat al-
Kutub. His research interests focus on social and political changes in the Arab world, and he has published numerous 
studies on those subjects.

Ahmed Hajaji

Egyptian researcher, Hajaji is presently a Reuters correspondent in Kuwait. He previously worked at the Center for the 
Study and Research of Developing Countries at the Faculty of Economics and Political Science, Cairo and at the Arab 
Center for Studies in Kuwait. Prior to this, he served as a journalist at Kuwaiti newspapers including Al-Siyasa and Al-
Anbaa. He has jointly authored many books and articles

Ahmet Uysal

Professor of Political Sociology at the Middle East Studies Institute at Marmara University, Turkey, and Director of the 
Center for Iranian Studies in Ankara. He works in the fields of Political Sociology and Middle Eastern Affairs with a focus 
on Turkish-Arab-Iranian relations. Uysal is the author of several papers on social and political change in Turkey and the 
Arab world. His PhD dissertation focused on the military coup that ousted Necmettin Erbakan in Turkey in 1988. He has 
also published a book on the image of Turkey in Egypt before and after the Arab Spring.

Ali Abd al-Raouf

Professor of Urbanism and Urban Planning as well as an architect, planner, and critic. The author of several academic 
papers, his latest books include Architectural Criticism and its Role in Developing Architecture (2014), From Mecca to Las 
Vegas: Theses on Architecture and the Sacred (2014), and City, Architecture, and Fiction (forthcoming).

Ali Al-Maamoori
An Iraqi researcher specialized in political science and the national security policies of Iraq post 2003 . He has published 
many articles in Arab and international periodicals.

Anouar Jamaoui

R esearcher at the Center for the Research and Studies on the Dialogue of Civilizations and Comparative Religion in 
Sousse, Tunisia. In 2012 he was awarded the Arab Prize in the Social Sciences and Humanities to Encourage Academic 
R esearch (youth section) by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies in Doha. His research interests include 
cultural anthropology, Islamist groups, movements for political transition, and cultural studies.



Aziz Sardar

Iraqi researcher, currently an advisor to the legislature of Iraqi Kurdistan. He is a specialist in security affairs and 
international relations. He has worked for many research centers in Germany, Sweden, and Turkey, and published 
papers and studies on Middle Eastern affairs in numerous periodicals and books.

Azmi Bishara

An Arab public intellectual, Bishara is the General Director of the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, and Chair 
of the Board of Trustees of the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. Bishara is the author of a number of works on 
political thought, social theory, philosophy, and democratization, as well as several literary works. From 1986-1996, he 
was Professor of Philosophy and Cultural Studies at Bir Zeit University. Bishara has founded several research centers and 
institutes, foremost among them the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. His latest books include Religion and 
Secularism in Historical Context, The Egyptian Revolution, and An Essay on Freedom.

Bader Al-Shafei

Egyptian Researcher and Political Advisor at the Umayya Center for Research and Strategic Studies in Istanbul. He 
received his PhD in Political Science on the role of private military companies in internal conflicts in Africa from Cairo 
University. He has written two books, one on the role of ECAWAS in conflict resolution in West Africa, and another on the 
role of security companies in African wars.

Emad Allaw

Retired Army Brigadier-General and Consultant at the Euro-Arab Center for Anti-Terrorism and Intelligence Studies 
in Germany. Allaw is the Deputy Director of the Republican Center for Security and Strategic Studies in Baghdad. He 
lectures at the Iraqi Military Academy and the National Defense College, and is a member of the Arab Historians Union. 
He has published numerous studies, articles, and books.

Eya Jarrad

Currently holds a post with the UNDP and works as a consultant with international and local organizations. A doctoral 
student in political science and law at Carthage University as well as Assistant Profess of Public Law at Sfax University in 
Tunisia. Jarrad has participated in a number of conferences on security and political affairs.

Fayrouz Lamtaie

Lecturer and Specialism Head at the Faculty of Media and Communications, University of Algiers III. She worked as news 
editor for a number of years for Radio Algeria International and in the press, where she produced and presented political 
programs.

Gamal Delh

Professor of Political Science and heads the Department of Politics and Economics at the Center for African Studies at 
Cairo University. He has written a number of academic works in political science and is supervisor for a large number 
of MA and PhD dissertations, and research papers. He won the Dorrat Watan prize of the Emirates Centre for Strategic 
Studies and Research in December 2014.



Gaysar El-Zein

Sudanese researcher, currently works as Coordinator of Academic Research at the Institute for African and Asian Studies 
at University of Khartoum. He is an expert in the fields of modern and contemporary historical sociology and religious 
sociology and is the author of several works. He is currently participating in the “Future of the Horn of Africa: Present and 
Future” project, a collaboration between the Arab Research and Policy Studies and the Epistemological Enlightenment 
Center (Sudan).

Ghassan El Ezzi

Professor of Political Science at the Lebanese University. He has been a visiting professor at a number of French and 
Arab universities and research centers. Ezzi has published on international affairs in French and Arabic and is a political 
analyst for the French and Arab media.

Haider Saeed

Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, and Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Siyasat Arabia, a bi-
monthly journal on geostrategic affairs. Saeed is also a member of the Academic Board of the Project on the Democratic 
Transition in the Arab Region. He has contributed to the 2009 and 2014 editions of the “National Report on the Status 
of Human Development” in Iraq. He is also the author of The Politics of the Symbol and the End of National Culture of 
Iraq (2009) and Literature and the Representation of the World (2002). He has supervised several research teams in Iraq.

Hamzeh Almoustafa

Resident Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and publication secretary for Siyasat Arabia. 
His research interests cover international and regional affairs in general, with a particular focus on Syrian affairs. He 
has published many peer-reviewed research papers and the book The Virtual Realm in the Syrian Revolution: Features, 
Orientations, and Mechanisms to Create Public Opinion. He has further contributed to a number of other books published 
by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies.

Hassan Gasim

Professor of Political Science and International Relations at Al-Gezira University, Wad Madani, Sudan. He served as the 
Editor-in-Chief of the Arabic language journal in 2011 in Khartoum. He is currently participating in the “Future of the 
Horn of Africa: Present and Future” project, a collaboration between the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and 
the Epistemological Enlightenment Center (Sudan).

Hassan Al-Hajj Ali

Professor of Political Science at University of Khartoum, and currently Dean of the Faculty of Economics and Social 
Studies. He has published a number of books and articles, including “Transitional Stages in the Arab Revolutions: An 
Institutional Entryway for Interpretation” and “The Privatization of Security: The Growing Role of Private Military and 
Security Companies”. He was awarded the Arab Prize in the Social Sciences and Humanities for the Encouragement of 
Academic Research by Youth, granted by the ACRPS, in 2014.



Ibrahim Fraihat

Associate Professor at the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies (CHS) at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. 
Previously a Senior Foreign Policy Fellow at the Brookings Doha Center, and professor of International Conflict Studies 
at the Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service in Qatar (SFS-Q). Fraihat lectured in international conflict 
resolution in North American universities, after receiving his doctorate in Conflict Analysis and Resolution from George 
Mason University in 2006. His latest publication is Unfinished Revolutions: Yemen, Libya, and Tunisia after the Arab Spring, 
2016.

Ihsane Elhafidi

A Moroccan scholar specializing in Security Studies and Crisis Management, Elhafidi is a member of the consultative 
board of an academic journal on public policies and associate researcher at a number of periodicals devoted to public 
policy and strategic studies. His work devoted to security studies is widely published.

Jamal Barout

Since 2010 worked as a researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. Barout was previously an expert 
with the UNDP and other international organizations. He headed the “Syria 2025” project and has participated in or 
contributed to the authoring of more than 30 books and political works. His latest books include “Syria over the Last 
Decade” and “The Modern Historical Makeup of the Syrian Jazira.”

Kamal Hassan

Researcher specialized in strategic and national security studies, he is Chair of the Politics Department at University of 
Sulaimani in Kurdistan, Iraq. He is an expert in Turkish strategy in the Middle East. He has published several academic 
research papers.

Khaled Ziadeh

Director of the Beirut Office of the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, having previously been a Professor at the 
Lebanese University. He previously served as Lebanon’s Ambassador to Egypt and Lebanon Permanent Representative 
at the League of Arab States. He is a member of the Lebanese Associations for Ottoman Studies. Among his many 
publications are “The Evolution of the Islamist View of Europe”; “Muslims and European Modernity”, and “The Writer 
and the Sultan: from Jurisprudent to Intellectual”. He has also written a novel, Faysal’s Story.

Khalid Al-Jaber

Assistant Professor of International Communication at the Gulf Studies Program in Qatar University. He is also a visiting 
professor at the Northwestern University in Qatar. Al-Jaber serves as Editor-in-Chief of The Peninsula newspaper. He has 
published scholarly works in several academic and professional journals, including the World Press Encyclopedia and 
Gazette. Among the books he has authored are: Arab Tweets, The Future of the Media in the Arab World, The Arab Media in 
an Unstable World, and Credibility and Arab Media Outlets: the Case of Aljazeera.



Khalifa Ismail

Assistant Professor at the Open University of Sudan, Khartoum, where he is in charge of examinations for graduate 
students. Ismail is a specialist in political science and strategic studies. His most recent book is “The Role of the Security 
Council in Resolving International Disputes”.

Khalil Al-Anani

Associate Professor of Political Science at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. Prior to this, Anani was a Resident 
Senior Fellow at the Middle East Institute in Washington, D.C., and also served as a scholar of Middle East politics at the 
School of Government and International Affairs at Durham University, UK, as well as a visiting fellow at the Brookings 
Institution in Washington, D.C. The books authored by Anani include The Muslim Brothers in Egypt: Old Age Fighting Time, 
Elections and Democratic Transition in the Middle East and Inside the Muslim Brotherhood: Religion, Identity, and Politics 
(Oxford University Press).

Larbi Larbi

Lecturer at Mostaganem University, Algeria. He was Vice-Chair of the Political Science Department and Vice-Dean for 
post-graduate and external affairs. He is a member of the Laboratory for International Law for Sustainable Development 
and responsible for the political geography division of the BA and the MA in Geostrategic Studies and Political Science.

Laroussi Rabah

Lecturer in Politics at University of Algiers III, he is an authority on the role of the Algerian parliament in the country’s 
democratic transition from 1997 to 2007. He has published many articles dealing with issues related to the Algerian civil 
society and electoral and political reforms.

Mahmoud Abdelal
Currently an MA student in the Political Science Program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, Qatar, Abdelal has 
written extensively on democratization in Egypt.

Marwan Kabalan

Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and Director of the Center’s Policy Analysis Unit. He is a 
member of the editorial board of the journal Siyasat Arabia published by the Center. He is widely published on questions 
of international relations.

Mohammed Abdelrahman

A Mauritanian researcher with a Higher Teaching Diploma in Public Law from the National School of Public Administration, 
Rabat and a PhD in the same field from Hassan II University, Morocco, Abdelrahman has headed a number of press 
organizations in Mauritania and is currently chair of the administrative board of the Mauritanian Agency for Media and 
Communications. His recent publications include “The Military and Political Authority in Mauritania.”

Mohamed Hosni
Hosni is a Mauritanian researcher specialized in development sociology. His research interests include political 
philosophy and development sociology and has taken part in many academic seminars and conferences.



Mohammad Almasri

Almasri is a Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies as well as its Executive Director, Almasri 
previously worked at the University of Jordan and has extensive experience in public opinion polling. He oversees the 
Arab Opinion Index, the largest survey of public opinion in the Arab world.

Mohammed Saadi

Professor of Human Rights and Political Science at Mohammed I University, Oujda, Morocco. He has published many 
articles, monographs, and books on human rights, dialogue of civilizations, and identity interaction. He is currently 
interested in studying new social, political, and cultural dynamics in the period after the Arab mobilization.

Mohammed Al-Misfer

Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and Professor of Political Science at Qatar University. 
Al-Misfer is widely published in the fields of political science and Arab nationalism. He is a permanent columnist for a 
number of Qatari and Arab newspapers.

Mohannad Ahmad

Assistant Professor in the Department of History and Civilization at the University of the Holy Quran and Islamic 
Sciences in Sudan. He has participated in many conferences and seminars on the history of Sudan, and is interested in 
Sudanese politics.

Mounir Kchaou

Professor of Ethics and Political Philosophy at the University of Tunis. He authored two French language books on the 
contemporary American philosopher John Rawls entitled: Rawlsian Studies (2006) and Justice and its Norms: John Rawls 
Concept of Politics (2007). He has translated two books into Arabic:  Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction by 
Will Kymlicka (2010), and Taking Rights Seriously by Ronald Dworkin (2015).

Muhannad Mustafa

A Palestinian scholar, Mustafa is currently an Associate Lecturer at the Faculty of Social Studies at Haifa University. He 
has published several research papers in Arab and English journals on political Islam, political transformations in the 
Arab world, and Palestinian and Israeli politics.

Murat Yesiltas

Assistant Professor at the Department of International Relations at Sakarya University where he teaches Turkish policy 
in the Middle East (political geography and comparative foreign policy). He is also the Director of Security Studies at 
SETA Foundation (Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Research) in Turkey. Previously a Visiting Researcher at the 
Department of European Studies and International Politics at Lancaster University (2008-2009).

Mustafa Attir

Professor of Sociology and Director of the Center for Applied Social Research at the Academy of Graduate Studies, 
Tripoli, Libya. He was the first president of Benghazi University and also chaired the Arab Sociological Association. He 
has published several articles in Arabic and English journals.



Alnasser Said

Professor at the Sulaimani University in Kurdistan, Iraq. He was a Lecturer in foreign, public, and strategic policy and 
international economic relations at the Faculty of Political Science at Nahrein University in Iraq. He has co-authored 
many academic papers.

Nerouz Satik

Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies. He is currently enrolled in the Master Program of Sociology 
and Anthropology at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. His research interests are focused on sociological issues in 
Syrian society. He has written numerous articles published by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies.

Noureddine Miladi

Associate Professor of Mass Communication and Media at Qatar University. He previously chaired the Mass 
Communication and Media Department at the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. Miladi is the Editor-in-Chief of the peer-
reviewed Journal of Arab and Muslim Media Research. His research interests include media and the public opinion 
formation, media ethics, social media networks and change and the Aljazeera phenomenon, youth, identity and the 
new media.

Nouri Dris

Lecturer in Political Sociology at University of Sétif 2, Algeria, and Researcher at the Arab Council for the Social Sciences 
in Lebanon. He is interested in the ramifications of rentier economies on the course of democratization in the Arab 
world. He has published articles in the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies journals Omran and Siyasat Arabia, 
and has previously participated in a number of conferences on democratization.

Omar Ashour

Professor of Security Studies and Political Science at Exeter University and Associate fellow at the Royal Institute for 
International Relations (Chatham House) in London. Ashour specializes in the analysis of asymmetric armed conflict, 
Islamist movements, security and military studies, and democratization studies (with a focus on civilian-military 
relations and reform of the security sector during periods of democratic transformation).

Ouled Bahi Boun

A Post-doctoral Researcher at Hassan II University in Morocco interested in problems of modern state building in the 
Arab world, dilemmas of social change, and issues of the military and politics. Boun has participated in a number of 
local and international conferences. He is a regular participant in conferences held by the Arab Center for Research and 
Policy Studies.

Sahar Al-Faki

Currently the Head of the Political Science Department, University of Khartoum. She is a member of the executive 
boards of both the Sudanese and Arab Political Science Associations, and a member of the academic board of many 
research centers. She is interested in issues of minorities and management of cultural diversity, a field in which she is 
widely published.



Saifeddin Abdulfattah

R esearch Professor at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies where he also coordinates the Project on the 
D emocratic Transition. Previously a Professor of Political Science at the Faculty of Economics and Politics at Cairo 
U niversity, he was appointed Director of the Center for Political Research at the same university and headed the 
Good Governance and Public Policy Center at the Qatar Institute for Education. He has many published works in his 
specialization of political theory and Islamic political thought.

Suhaim Al-Thani

R esearcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, Sheikh Suhaim serves as secretary of the organizing 
committee of the Gulf Studies Forum. He has authored numerous papers that were published in peer reviewed journals. 
H e holds a Masters in Political Science, with an emphasis on Internal Relations from Royal Holloway, University of 
London.

Sumaya Sheikh Mahmoud

A  Somali researcher, Sumaya Sheikh Mahmoud is currently a Master’s degree student in History and Civilization at 
Fatoni University, Thailand, working on a dissertation on “Factors for the Emergence of Rebel Movements and their 
Impact on the Collapse of State Institutions in Somalia.” She is interested in studies related to state rebuilding in post-
conflict periods, in regionally divided societies, with a special focus on Somalia.

Eltaher Saoud

Professor of Sociology at the University of Sétif II, Algeria, he has held many academic and administrative posts at that 
university, including Vice-Dean and Head of the Academic Committee of the Faculty of Sociology. He is editor-in-chief of 
the journal Rua for epistemology and civilization studies, and a founding member of the research center on Contemporary 
Algerian Society. He has published a number of papers on issues of culture, development, underdevelopment, social 
history, and Islamic movements in Algeria.

Taibi Ghomari

P rofessor of Sociology and Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, and head of the research team 
studying religious practices in Algerian society at the Lab for Sociological and Historical Studies, Mascara University, 
A lgeria. He is interested in questions of the sociology of religion and politics, and has contributed various research 
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