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Section I: General Living Conditions of
the Arab Citizenry

This section deals with the general welfare and
wellbeing of the populations: how they feel
about the safety and security of their own
neighborhoods and of their countries more
generally, how they make ends meet as well as
the political and economic situations in their
home countries. In general, the Arab public has
been largely more pessimistic over 2016 in
comparison to other years since the Arab Spring.



Safety and Security in Their Own
Homes

"How would you describe the level of safety/security in your area of
residence/neighborhood, in general?"
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The Arab public
broadly felt safe
and secure in
their own
neighborhoods,
with fewer than
one in five
households
reporting the
safety situation in
their areas of
residence as poor.
This  proportion
has steadily
decreased  over
successive polls.



Safety in Respondent’s Home Country

"How would you describe safety and security across your home
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Household Income in the Arab World

in 2016

Percentage of respondents, successive polls.
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Throughout
successive polls of the
Arab Opinion Index, no
less than roughly one-
third of respondents
have reported an
income deficit, with
their family incomes
not sufficing to meet
their needs. The
proportion of those
living in need dropped
after 2011. Kuwaitis
were the respondents
most able to save
(36%), while more
than one half of
Tunisians reported a
household  financial
deficit.



Making Ends Meet: Reported ways for respondents to make up for a household income
deficit.

50 ~

Borrowing from Donations from Loans from  Sale of family Donations from Government Donations from Other means. Do not
friends and friends, banks and other possessions: religious assistance. private, non- know/Declined
relatives. relatives and financial jewelery, real charitable religious to answer
neighbors. institutions. estate and  organizations. charities.
furniture.

Arabs whose household incomes do not sufficiently cover their expenditures resort to a
number of different methods to help make ends meet. They are often driven to relying on
loans from friends and family, or even selling household possessions, which they are more
likely to do than accept charitable hand outs.
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The Economy

"How would you describe the economic conditions in your home
country?"
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More than one half
of all Arabs believe
that the economic
state of affairs in

their home
countries is poor.
Throughout

successive polls of
the Arab Opinion
Index, a majority of

respondents have
consistently
evaluated their
countries’

economies poorly.
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"How would you describe the political situation in your home
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Echoing attitudes
towards their
countries’

economies, more
than one half of
Arabs have a
negative

perception of the
political situations
in  their home
countries. Roughly
one in four Arabs
describes their
countries’ political
circumstances  as
“very bad”.
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Section 2: Governmental Performance

In general, Arab societies have a negative view of
governmental performance. This cuts across all
countries surveyed, although wealthier countries like
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait scored significantly higher in
the provision of essential services. In almost all
countries surveyed, however, large majorities of the
population have considerable worries about the rule of
law and are doubtful of their ability to secure a fair
trial. This has great impacts on confidence in civilian
government bodies.



Provision of Services

"How would you evaluate the government's provision of
essential services in your home country?"
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Only about one half

of Arabs evaluate
positively the
provision of basic
services by their
governments.  This

proportion does vary
across countries, but
remains broadly
similar from year to
year.



(Lack of) Confidence in Governments

"How confident are you in your country's government?"
No more than one

quarter of Arabs
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Unpopular Foreign

"To what extent does the foreign policy of your country
represent public opinion?"
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Arab citizens are also
unsatisfied with the
foreign policies adopted
by their home
countries. Although the

proportion of Arabs
who feel that their
countries’ foreign

policies represents their
own views has grown
markedly over the
years, this remains no
more than 50% across
the region as a whole.



Unpopular Economic Policies

"Do the economic policies of your government reflect public
opinion?"
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Arab governments’
economic policies are
particularly unpopular.
No more than 40% of
Arabs believe that their
governments’ economic
policies meet popular
aspirations.



Corruption

"How widespread is corruption in your home country?"
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Corruption: Government

Measures

"How committed is your government in its mission to tackle
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Most Arabs perceive
the willingness and
ability of their
governments to be
tepid in the
combatting of
corruption; in 2016,
the proportion of

respondents who
viewed their
governments as

committed to ending
corruption fell below
one-half.



"How confident are you in the legislature/parliament of your
country?"
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Failed Parliaments
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When asked specific
questions related to
parliamentary duties,

respondents gave Arab
parliaments no more
than 50% on any specific
measure.

Tunisians were the group
most likely to feel that

their elected
representatives  worked
to protect their civil

liberties, at 83%, while
only 39% of Jordanians
felt the same.



Legislatures as Representatives of Society

"To what extent does the legislature of your country reflect all
social components of the population?"
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The Arab public does not
believe that their
parliaments represent all
sections of society, a
major obstacle to
legislatures carrying out
their duties.



Equality before the Law

"Does the state apply the rule of law equitably in your home
country?"
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Over three quarters
of Arabs in 2016
believed that the rule
of law in their home
countries was either
entirely absent, or
allowed for
preferential
treatment for certain
groups.

There has been a
noticeable increase in
the number of Arabs
who hold this view
over the years of the
Arab Opinion Index.



Fairness of Legal Proceedings

"Is the principle of a fair trial upheld in your home country?"
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Not upheld, to some extent

Fully 40% of
respondents believe
that the principle of a
fair trial is
compromised in their
home countries, to
varying extents. In
some instances, up to
45% of respondents
in a given country
believed that a
principle of a fair trial
was “completely not
upheld”.



The Judiciary: the Verdict

"How confident are you in the judiciary of your home country?"
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Roughly one-third of
Arabs lacks
confidence in the
judiciaries of their
home countries. This
figure has remained
stable throughout
successive years of
the Arab Opinion
Index.



"How confident are you in the political parties of your home
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Political parties, in
general, did not fare any
better: over 60%
expressed a lack of

confidence in the political
parties in their home
countries.



Confidence in the Military
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In contrast to most
civilian institutions,
the Arab populace
views their armies
positively. High levels
of confidence in the
Arab militaries has in
fact grown since the
years of the Arab
Opinion Index,
stabilizing at nearly
90% of respondents.
In no country did
fewer than 31% of
respondents report a
“High degree  of
confidence” in their
armies. Jordanians, at
97% are the Arabs
most confident in
their country’s armed
forces.



"How confident are you in the police forces in your

country?"
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Limited confidence in

Although public
confidence in the
police is less
enthusiastic than

confidence in the
militaries, it remains
robust at or around
three quarters of the
overall sample.
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Section 3: Turning a New Page: Arab
Support for Democracy

While dismissive of the roles played by existing legislatures and
formal political parties, the Arab publics also tend to view
democracy favorably, and are optimistic about the potential such a
political system holds for their countries. As with other sections,
responses on this topic showed important differences across specific
countries, but overall the Arab public is in agreement that

democracy exists only to a very limited extent in their home
countries.



"Economic performance suffers in a democracy": Responses from
successive polls of the Arab Opinion Index.
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Since the earliest poll
within  the  Arab
Opinion  Index in
2011, no more than
roughly one-fifth of

respondents have
agreed that
democratization
would adversely
impact economic
performance. Strong
majorities have
rejected this claim,
consistently
throughout the

duration of the poll.



"Democracies perform poorly in the maintenance of public order and
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No more than about
one in five Arabs
believe that
democratization
would have negative
impacts on public
order and security in
their countries. A
majority of Arabs has
always disagreed
that democracy
would compromise
public order.



"Democracies are characterized by indecision and discord":
Responses to successive polls of the Arab Opinion Index.
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The Arab public is
not convinced that
greater
democratization
would lead to any
greater discord.



"Democracy is incompatible with Islam".
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The idea that
democracy is somehow
incompatible with
Islam has had a lot of
currency in the Middle
East, but fully 70% of

respondents in 2016
have rejected that
claim.



"My society is unprepared for democracy": Responses from
successive polls of the Arab Opinion Index.
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The insinuation that
Arab societies are
“unprepared” or ill-

equipped for
democratic

government has had a
lot of currency,

promoted by various
interest groups for
their own ends. Arab
societies continue to
refute this assertion,
despite the setbacks
suffered by the Arab
Spring.
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One question asked respondents to quantify the extent to which their home
countries were democratic. On an aggregate level, Arab respondents are
unconvinced that their countries’ political systems are democratic.



"Are people in your country free to openly criticize the government
without fear?"
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Notably, the proportion
of citizens who believe
that they are not free
to criticize their own
governments without
fear has increased over
the period of the Arab
Opinion Index. In 2016,
39% of respondents
felt that their freedom
to criticize their own

governments was
circumscribed, the
highest proportion

since 2012. Egyptians,
Sudanese and
Palestinians were the
most likely to feel that
they were not free to
criticize their
governments.



Arab Public Opinion and the Desire
for Greater Democracy

"Democracy has its failings, but it remains better than other forms
of government".
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There is a strong
majority across the
region which maintains
that democracy s
better than alternative
forms of government.
This holds when
respondents are asked

about specific
alternatives, including
a Sharia-based
government, and

across all  surveyed
countries.



"How appropriate is a democratic, pluralist electoral system in
which no political party is barred for your home country":
Responses to the Arab Opinion Index over time.
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The Arab public also
strongly feels that a
democratic, multi-
party electoral system
in which no political
party is barred from
competition could be
acceptable and
appropriate form of
government for their
home countries.
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"How appropriate is a political system in which electoral
competition is limited to Islamist political parties for your
home country?"
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Stated support for a
system based solely on
the electoral
representation of
Islamist factions fell
dramatically from 40%
of respondents in
2012/2013 to fewer
than 30% in 2016.



"How appropriate is an electoral system in which competition is
limited to non-religious/secular political parties for your home
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Respondents are even
less likely to support a
political  system in
which electoral
competition is limited
only to non-religious or
“secular” political
parties.
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"Would you accept the rule of a political party with you disagree
coming to power through elections?"
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In principle at least,
more than half of Arabs
would  accept the
ascension of a political
party with which they
disagreed ideologically
coming to power
through the ballot box.
It is important to note
that there has been a
marginal increase in the
numbers opposed to
the electoral success of
a political party which
they oppose, but this
has stabilized at around
40%.



Section 4: Civic and Political Engagement

The proportion of Arabs who report being engaged
in the civic and public affairs of their home
countries has stabilized at 40%, following a high of
47% in earlier polls. This level of political apathy is
highlighted by the overwhelming majority of Arabs
(over 85%) who did not sign a petition, mobilize
towards a protest movement for an issue of public
concern, or play an active part in a civic
organization during 2016. Detachment is not
addressed by formal political parties, which
respondents feel do not represent their interests or
reflect their views.



"To what extent are you concerned with the political affairs of your

country?"
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A full 25% of Arabs
report not being
concerned in the
affairs of their
countries. Self-
reported levels of
political engagement
are stable across the
region.



"Over the past year, how many times did you sign a letter or protest
or a petition on an issue of public concern?"
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The overwhelming
majority of Arabs has
also failed to sign a
petition or a letter of
protest surrounding
a societal or political
issues over the past
five years.



"Over the past 12 months, how many times did you take partin
mobilizing towards an issue of public concern?"
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Mass mobilization
around issues of
public concern has
continued to be
severely limited
throughout the
Arab region, and
over successive
years of the Arab
Opinion Index.
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Across all types of
civil society bodies,
only family-based
associations or
charitable
organizations had a
modicum of public
involvement; only
5% of Arabs were
members of an
agrarian or a labor
union (only 8%
were members of a
professional
syndicate). This
proportion
decreases further
when involvement
in the activities of
civil and voluntary
groups is taken into
account.



"Are you a member of a political party/bloc, or is there a
political party/bloc which represents your views?
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Across the region as a
whole, only about one
third of the population
feels that its political
views are represented
by a formal bloc/party;
53% are neither
members of a political
party, nor do they feel
a party which
represents their views
exists. Palestinians are
a major exception, with
one half either
belonging to a political
party or believing that
an existing political
party represented their
views.



The Internet and the Media as
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Rates of internet
usage in the Arab
world have
increased
dramatically since
the first survey was
conducted in 2011:
the proportion of
internet users has
climbed from 37%
to 61% over five
years. Today, close
to one-half of Arabs
use the internet
either daily or semi-
daily. Kuwaitis and
Lebanese (73% and
68%, respectively)
were the most likely
to use the internet
at least daily.



Have social media accounts: Respondents who are
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Social media play a
major role in the life of
respondents who report
using the internet, with
facebook being
particularly popular.
Twitter was the second
most popular network:
while  widespread in
some countries than
others, across the region
as a whole no more than
about  one-third of
respondents to the 2016
survey had an account.
Instagram, YouTube and
SnapChat are also
widely used across the
region.
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Multiple times a week

Never

In the case of the
three most popular

social media
platforms, three
qguarters of
respondents who
have accounts
report being

engaged at least
once a day in their
platform of choice.
These figures from
2016 are also in line
with a broader
increase in internet
use.
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Section 5: Religiosity and Religion in
Public Life

The overwhelming majority of Arabs self identify
as either “Religious to some extent” or “Very
religious”. Yet religiosity does not preclude
tolerance for a variety of worldviews: most
disapprove of attempts to denigrate differing
interpretations of the same religion or who
belong to different faiths. In addition, the
majority of Arabs are strongly opposed to
religious influence on political affairs.



Self-identification of Religiosity
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When  asked to
identify their own
religiosity, fully 65%
of Arabs describe
themselves as either
“Religious to some
extent”. These
descriptions are fully
left to the individual
respondent, and are
not necessarily tied
to religious
observance.



Varying Definitions of Religiosity
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A strong majority of
Arabs defines
religiosity in terms
of values and good
moral conduct. A
consistent group of

about 40% have,
since  the  first
survey in 2011,
defined religiosity
as fulfilling religious
obligations and
rituals, while the
majority define
religiosity more
broadly.



"No religious body/group has the authority to declare
followers of the same religion who hold a different
interpretation to be infidels?
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Religious tolerance
also  extends to
followers of varying
within the same
religion. More than
three quarters of
Arabs believe that
followers of different
interpretations of the
same religion are
entitled to their own
religious views.



"No religious authority has the right to declare the followers of

other religions to be infidels."
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Large majorities
have also been
stable in their
opposition to the
declaration of
followers of

separate faiths to
be infidels. This lack
of support for
sectarian
sentiments has
remained strong
since the first Arab
Opinion Index, in
2011.



Tolerance for the Irreligious: “Non-religious
individuals are undoubtedly bad people”
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While itself
religious, the Arab
public does not
accept that all
those who are not

themselves

religious are
necessarily “bad
people”.  Instead,

people in the Arab
countries tend to
be tolerant of the
religious beliefs of
others they deal
with on a daily
basis.



"Do you prefer to deal with religious or non-religious individuals in
your day-to-day life?"
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Although the
proportion has
increased since

2011, no more than
about one third of
Arabs has a stated
preference for
dealing with
religious individuals
in their day-to-day
lives. Since
2012/2013, when
the option to do so
became available, a
small proportion of
Arabs has stated
their preference to
deal with non-
religious
individuals.



"Religious practices are a personal concern and should be separated
from public life."
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A slim majority of
Arabs agree that
religious

observance is a
matter of personal
concern which
should have no
impact on public
life. This is also
upheld by other
evidence

concerning the role

of clerics in
government and
political life.



"It would be best if religious individuals filled the influential
positions within the state."
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The Arab public is
equivocal about the

guestion of
whether religious
individuals are

better qualified
than others to Afill
influential positions
within the state,
although there has
been a very limited
increase level of
support for this
position since 2011.



"It would be better for my country if politics and religion were
kept separate."
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The Arab public is
equally divided
when asked if it
would prefer for
religion to be
isolated from
political life: no
more than about
one half sit on
either side of this
statement.



"Clerics should not influence government decisions."
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The Arab public is
strongly opposed to
the idea of clerics

influencing

government/politica
|  decisions: this
majority has

remained steady at
70% throughout all
years of the Index.
Palestinians, who
are largely opposed
to “separating
religion from public
life”, are also
opposed (69%) to
clerical  influence:
support for a public
role for religion does
not translate into
support for clerical
intervention.



"Religious clerics should not influence voter choice

during elections."
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The Arab public is
also keen  that
religious clerics not

influence voter
choice during
elections. While

fluctuating slightly,
the large majority of
Arabs who agree
that clerics should
not have an impact
on who voters elect
has remained robust
since 2011.



"Political candidates have the right to use religion
to win votes during elections."
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The Arab public is
also weary of
electoral candidates
exploiting their
religious credentials
in order to win
votes, with 70%
disagreeing that
candidates have the
right to do so. Since
2011, between one-
fifth and one-
quarter of Arabs
have accepted the
right of electoral
candidates to flaunt
their religiosity.



"The government has no right to use religion to
secure support for its policies."
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Likewise, a strong
majority opposed to
the use of religion
by governments to

secure public
support has
remained robust

and stable since
2011. In no country
did this majority
drop below 59%.
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Section 6: The View of the Arab
Collective

As with previous years, findings from the Arab
Opinion Index show a strong majority in favor of
bolstering intra-Arab bonds and in support of
the Palestinian cause. Attitudes towards the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict are a major factor
shifting public opinion in the Arab world, for
example shaping public opinion on such matters
as the Iranian nuclear weapons program and
attitudes towards foreign powers.



"Which of the following statements on the nature of the bonds
between the different Arab peoples do you agree with?"
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B The Arab peoples constitute a single nation, separated by artificial borders
The Arab peoples constitute a single nation, but each of them has its own specificities
B The Arab peoples are distinct nations, tied together by only tenuous links

Don't know/Declined to answer

Strong majorities of
respondents have
consistently expressed
the view that the
various Arab peoples
are constituents of a

single nation.
Enthusiasm for the
maximalist “Arab

national” ideal does not
diminish with wealth:
49% of Kuwaitis agree
that the borders
between Arab countries
are “artificial”, a greater

proportion than
Palestinians or
Sudanese.



"Which of the following statements regarding the
Palestinian Cause do you most agree with?"
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The vast majority of
Arabs believe that the
fate of the Palestinians
should be a question
for all Arab states and
that the Palestinians
should not be
abandoned to
themselves. This is a
clear indication that the
Arabs continue to view
the Palestinian Cause as
one which involves all
of them.



"Would you support or oppose recognition of
Israel by your country?"
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A result of widespread
Arab support for the
Palestinian cause and
Arab public
understanding of the
Palestinian issue, is
that the overwhelming
majority of Arabs would
be opposed to the
formal recognition of
Israel by their home
countries. In no single
country did the level of
support for formal
recognition of Israel
exceed 23%.



Reasons cited to oppose diplomatic recognition of Israel/year of
survey

Colonialist occupying power in Palestine

Expansionist state set on controlling more Arab territory

A terrorist state/supports terrorism

(Israel) is racist towards Arabs

Israeli dispossession of the Palestinians; continued oppression of
the Palestinians

Recognizing Israel negates the Palestinian people

Israel is an enemy of my people/the Arabs in general

Israel threatens regional security

Religious reasons to oppose Israel

Israel violates agreements and treaties

Israel does not exist

Other reasons

Do not know/declined to answer

Approve of the recognition of Israel



Popular acceptance of specific Arab-Israeli Peace
Agreements

The Camp David Accords (Egypt and Israel)

The Oslo Accords (Israel and the PLO)

The Wadi Araba Agreement (Jordan and Israel)

M Support
Oppose, to some extent
Don't know/Declined to answer
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There is clear and
widespread opposition
to the series of peace
treaties signed by a
number of Arab sides
with Israel. Even the
historically established
peace treaty between
Egypt and Israel has
(very) limited support
among the Arab
publics. This reflects
the fact that the Arab
publics do not believe
that previous peace
treaties have changed
reality on the ground.



"Do you support the creation of a nuclear weapons-free zone

10 20

in the Middle East?"
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A growing majority of
Arab respondents to
the Arab Opinion Index
would like to see a
nuclear weapons-free
zone in the region, but
there are important
caveats to this general
rule.



"Israel's possession of nuclear weapons justifies other
countries in the region seeking to obtain such
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The Arab public is more
equivocal when asked if
Israeli possession of
nuclear weapons gives
other states in the
region the right to seek
such weapons. These
figures have remained
stable throughout
successive polls of the
Arab Opinion Index.



Israel’s possession of nuclear weapons complicates
the widespread, principled opposition to nuclear
proliferation in the Arab region.

Supporters of a nuclear weapons-free
Middle East (% of respondents within
this group who agreed with each

statement)

Israeli possession of nuclear weapons justifies their
acquisition by others in the region

78

The acquisition of nuclear weapons by Middle Eastern
states is not justified by Israeli possession of nuclear p#¥i

weapons



Which state(s) pose(s) the greatest threat to collective Arab
security? Data from successive polls.
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Public perceptions of the foreign policies of a number of world
players towards the Arab region.

Turkish Foreign
Policies

Chinese Foreign
Policies

French Foreign
Policies

Russian Foreign
Policies

Iranian Foreign
Policies
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Among a group of
foreign powers with
influence on the Arab
region, lIranian and
American policy in the
region are the least
popular. Perceptions of
both Iran’s and Russia’s
policies towards the
Arab world. This has
remained true for
years.



Do the following countries pose a threat to the stability of the Arab
region?
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Majorities of Arabs believe that Israel, the United States, Iran,
Russia and France all contribute to destabilizing the Arab region.
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Section 7: The Arab Spring

Six years since popular mass uprisings unseated
a number of governments throughout the
region, a majority of Arabs continue to view the
events of the “Arab Spring” positively. Negative
attitudes towards the Arab Spring, where they
existed, tended to be rooted in frustration in
what the consequences of the uprisings
produced in terms of economic chaos.



“Going back to 2011, do you think that the popular mobilization of the

masses into peaceful protests and uprisings was...”
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When asked if they believe that the peaceful protests which unseated and changed
governments across the region were a positive development, overall Arab opinion
is divided. The picture evolves, becoming completely different when respondents
are asked about the outcomes of these revolutions thus far.



Motivations for the Arab Spring

Order of motivations

They were rebellions against corruption

Rebellions against dictatorship

A result of their poor economic

circumstances

For the sake of political freedoms
In order to end injustice

To strive for dignity

To achieve democracy

To achieve equality and justice

Don’t know/Declined to answer

No second answer

First most
important

Second
most
important

When asked to provide
reasons possibly motivating
the Arab Spring, opinion
clustered around a set of
answers, mainly clustered
around opposition to
dictatorship and support for
democracy, and widespread
corruption (see Section 2).
responses to dictatorship.
Only 3% of respondents
were in-principle opposed to
the uprisings.
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When asked about the
consequences of the
Arab Spring thus far,
respondents have
stabilized at a
lukewarm response:
roughly 50% view the
developments

consequent on popular
revolutions negatively,
but this in itself stands

in  contrast to the
public’s overall
enthusiasm for the
Arab Spring.



“Do you have any concerns/worries regarding
Islamists coming to power?
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roughly one half of
Arabs are
concerned/worried

over the potential of

mainstream,  political
Islamists coming to
power through the
ballot box.



“Do you have any concerns/worries regarding
secularists coming to power?”
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In contrast to
Islamists,  concerns
surrounding the

electoral ascendancy
of secular political
parties rose steadily
between 2014 and
2015. Notably, the
wording of the

qguestion included
both “non-
religious/non-

Islamist” and

“secular”.



Sources of worry: the Arab public and differing
ideological camps.
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The results from 2016 show that the Arab citizenry has its own worries

and fears surrounding any of two opposing ideological camps, whether

Islamists or secularists, rising to power and imposing their own
ideological will on the people.



Section 8: Attitudes towards ISIL

This final section presents Arab public attitudes
to the group widely known as the Islamic State
in Irag and the Levant, ISIL, which also goes by
its Arabic acronym Daesh. Since 2014, the Arab
Opinion Index has included questions on
popular attitudes towards ISIL. The results have
consistently shown overwhelming opposition to
the group, and an openness to a wide variety of
measures to tackle their presence in lraq and
Syria.




"What is your overall view of ISIL?"
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Arab public hostility of ISIL has remained stable at almost 90%,
echoing similar results collected since 2014.



Self-reported levels of religiosity

Respondents’ Attitudes
towards ISIL Very Religious, to
religious some extent

Positive, to some extent 4 2 3

Not religious

Negative, to some extent 11 9 11

Respondents’ attitudes do not correlate with support for ISIL: in other
words, support for ISIL, where it exists, is not due to religious
considerations.



"Which of the two statements on the factors which gave rise to ISIL do you
agree with?"
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A strong majority within the Arab public would accept the statement that
ISIL results from foreign intervention in the Arab region. Sudanese, Saudi
Arabians and Mauritanians (32%, 34% and 43%) were the least likely to
accept this interpretation of the rise to power of the group.



"Which of the two statements on the factors which gave rise to ISIL do you
agree with?"
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M ISIL is a product of the religious extremism and fanaticism of the Middle East

B ISIL is a product of the policies of Arab regimes
Neither of the above two statements

Respondents are more closely divided over whether inherent extremism in
Arab societies or the repression of Arab regimes is more to blame for the
formation of the group. Saudi Arabians, Jordanians and Sudanese were the
most likely to blame homegrown religious fanaticism (59%, 49% and 48%).



"How regularly do you follow news of ISIL-related
developments?;'
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Although public animosity towards ISIL has not receded over successive polls
of the Arab Opinion Index, it is clear that other news developments have
pushed the group off of the front pages, with one third of respondents saying
in the most recent poll that they do not follow ISIL-related news.



Intensifying military efforts against terrorist groups
Ending foreign intervention in the region
Resolving the Palestinian Cause

Supporting the democratic transition in the Middle East

Solving economic issues (unemployment, poverty)
Purging extremist interpretations of Islam

Ending sectarian policies in the relevant countries

Spreading a culture of tolerance
Finding a resolution to the Libyan crisis which meets the..

Others

Don't know/Declined to answer h

Arab societies support a variety of different approaches to ending the threat
posed by ISIL/ISIS, including the use of military efforts against “terrorist
groups” more broadly, and finding a global solution to the Palestinian cause.
Palestinians, at 29%, were the most likely to give this answer.
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